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PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY, 
BARONESS HERBERT, &c. &c. &c. 



MADAM, 



THE following letters relat- 
ing to SwifTerland, naturally 
claim your Ladyfhip's protedion ; 
for they were written while I had 
the honour of accompanying Lord 
Herbert upon his travels. I feel 

A 2 myfelf 






iv DEDICATION. 

myfelf highly flattered, therefore, 
in having the permiffion of in- 
fcribing them to your Ladyfhip, 
and of thus publicly acknowledg- 
ing, that I am, with great refpedb. 



MADAM, 



Your Ladyftiip's 



Obedient 



and obliged 
humble (ervant. 



WILLIAM COXE, 



JaBea6dv 
»77?. .'. . 



k.« "• 



LETT E R S, m. 



LETTER r. 

Donefchingen^ Ju\y^ tti ijjSf 

Dear Sir> ^ ; 

IAm now at Dohefcliingen, in my way 
towards Swiflerland ; a country long 
celebrated for the peculiarities of its 
different governments, and for the Angu- 
lar beauties conferred upon it by nature. 
As both thefe circumftances cannot fail 
of being highly interefting to any one, 
who has' the leaft degree of curiofity ; I 
propofe to toyfelf great fatisfadlion in this 
tour : not without fome regret, however, 
that our time for this expedition is ex- 
tremely limited, and thatt we Ihall hot be 
'" * B able 



[ « 1 

able to vifit as much as I could wiflx of 
fo delightful a country. But as it is al- 
ways one's intcreft, not fo much to regret 
what we cannot have, as to make the 
moft of what is in our power ; I fliall 
endeavour to gim all the information^ 
which the fhortnefs of the time will ad- 
mit : and, if it will not be trefpaifing 
upon your patience, I propofe to trouble 
you with fome account of my tour i writ- 
ing however^ only when it may be con- 
venient to me» and without promifmg that 
you will find me a very punftual corre- 
fpond^ti I am perfoided, that I fhall 
travel witii much greater pro^ to my- 
felf» Vfhexk I Am thus to inform you of all 
that I have feen ;; as the reflexion that 
my obfervations are to be communicated 
to you« will be one means of rendering 
me more attentive and accurate in form- 
in|; them. 

We quitted Stralbourg yeftenday, and 
croflfed the Rhine to Kehl, formerly an 
important fortrefs belonging to Stra(bourg 
when an impenal city. It was alfo Arongly 
fortified by the French, who took pofiei^ 
ilon of it in 1 648 ; but it was ceded to 

the 
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the Empirfe at the peate of RylWic : the 
lEmperor configned it over to the boufe 
t)f Baden, rtferving, howevc!", to him-* 
Iclf the right xA havidg a garrifon therein* 
Since that period^ it has been twite be-^ 
iieged by the French : and as duriii^ the 
laft liege, in i733> the worics were con- 
fiderably damaged^ the imperial garrifon 
has been withdrawn* At pfefetit, there 
are only the ruins of the ancient fortifi- 
cations ; and by way df garrifon, a few 
invalids bcbnging fo the Margrave of Ba- 
den. From thencfc we proceeded to Of* 
fenbourg, a final! iihperial town $ and foon 
lifter^ entered the beautiful valley of Kin* 
fing; paflbd through Getigenbach^ atiother 
fmaU imperial town^ finely fituated ; and 
went up the valley alollg the courfe of the 
river Kinfing ; riling gradually for feveral 
leagued tog^er^ until we found ourfelves 
in the midft of the Black Foreft, As we 
(afcended, the country became mor& wild 
and romantit^ and the ri^er more rapid % 
on each hand mountains, whofe fideB were 
finely cultivated, and whofe topi were 
richly covered with a continual foreft, Se* 
veral fmall ftreams of the cleareft water 
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rolled down the fides of the mountains; 
forming numberlefs little cafcades in their 
paflage; and uniting, fell into the Kin- 
iing. The views were fo exceedingly di- 
veiifified ; the villages fo delightfully fitu- 
atesd i and the cottages fo exceedingly pic- 
turefque, that we almoft imagined we had 
anticipated the romantic beauties of Swif* 
ferland. 

* Doriefchingen is the principal refidence 
of the prince of Furftenberg : in the court- 
yard of his palace, the Danube takes its 
rife. I am this moment returned from 
vifiting the fpot ; the defcription of which 
may be comprifed in a few words. Some 
fmall fprings rifing from the ground, form 
a bafbn of clear water, of about thirty 
foot fquare : from this pool ifTues the Da- 
nube, being at firf): nothing more than a 
little brook. And though the two fmall 
rivers of . Bribich and Brege, uniting be-^ 
low the town, are far more confiderable 
than this ftream, which flows into them 
foon after their junftion 5 yet it is the 
latter that alone has the , honour of being 
called the fource of the Danube, and gives 
name to tlie other two. After we had 

gone 
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gone throtigh the ceremony of ftriding 
^crofs the ftream, in order to fay, that 
we hzAJiepped over the . Danube^ we foon 
fatisfied our curiofity ; the objeft itfelf 
being in no refpeft extraordinary, but de- 
riving its principal recommendation from 
being one of the fources of fo coniiderr 
able a river. Indeed, if was this circum*. 
Aance alone that induced us to enter Swifr 
ferland by the way of Suabia. 

I am, dear Sir, 

very aflfeftionately yours, 

William Coxe, 
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LETTER II. 



SchaiFhaufen, July 22. 

IH A V E great pleafure in breathing the 
air of liberty: every perfon here has 
?ipparently the mien of content and fa- 
tisfaftion. Thq cleanlinefs of the houfes, 
^nd of the people, is peculiarly ftriking ; 
and 1 can trace in all their manners, be- 
Jiaviour, and drcfs, fome ftrong outlines, 
which diftinguifh this happy people fronj 

B 3 the 



the neighbouring natiion9. Perhaps it may 
1)e prejudice and unreafonabk partkdity j 
Imt I ^m the more pleafbd, becaufe tlieir 
^rft appearance v^ry mych re^nds me of 
tny own countrymen, and I could atmo^ 
thinkj, for a momcintf that I am in Eng- 
land. ^ 

SchafFhau&n is 4 neat and tolerably 
welUbuilt town, fituated upon the nor-, 
thcrn fliore of the Rhine. It is the ca- 
pital of the canton of the fame name^^ 
^nd ow^s its origin to the interruption of 
the navigation of that river by the cata-^ 
raft at LaitfFen '. huts were at firft con-^ 
Ihnftcd here for the convcpicnce of nn^ 
loading the merchandize fjr<3!m the boats ; 
and thefe huts, by degrees, epcreafed to 
a large town. Schaffhaufen was formerly 
>n imperial city, and w?is governed by an 
^riftocracy ; i% prefervcd its liberties, which 
were attacked by the Dukes of Auftria, 
by entering into an alliance with fcveral 
other imperial towns, and with the Swift 
cantons. In icoi, it was admitted a 
member of the Helvetic confederacy ; be- 
ipg the twelfth canton in rank. Of all 
the cantons^ it is the leaft in fize, being 

only 
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only five leagues in length and three in 
breadth : its population is fuppofed to a- 
mount to thirty thoufand fowls ; of whicfa^ 
the capital contains ahout fix thoufand. 

The whole number of citizens or bur* 
g^es (in whom the fupreme power ul« 
timately refides) is^ I am informed^ about 
fixteen hundred. They are divided into 
twelve tribes : and from thefe are elected 
eighty-five members, who form the fo^ 
vereign council^ confifting of a great and 
little council. To thefe two councils com^- 
bined, the adminiilration of af&irs is com-* 
mitted : the fenate, or little council of 
twenty- five, being entrufled with the exe- 
cutive power ; .and the great council^ com«> 
prifing the fenate, finally deciding all ap-* 
peals, and regulating the more important 
concerns of government. 

The revenues of the ftftte arife^ partly 
from the tythes, and other articles of the 
like nature ; but principally from the du<* 
ties laid upon the merchandife> which pafles 
from Germany; and I am informedj» that 
thefe cuftoms are nearly fufficient to de^ 
fray all the public expences. Thefe, tn«« 
de^d^ are not very confiderable, as will 
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lappear ftom thc'faL^ry of the burgomaflci*, 
or chifef of the republic^ which barely 
' amounts to ^.^ 1 50 fer ann. The refor- 
mation was iixtroduced here in 1529 : the i 
clergy are paid by the ftate, but their 'in- 
come is literally not fufficient for their 

maintenance y the beft living being only 

» 

about f^. 1 00, and the worft j^./^o per ann. 
The profeffprs of litera^ture alfo^ who are 
taken from the clergy, are paid likewifc 
by govemnient ; and a public fchool is 
fupported at the expence of the fame,. 
Sumptuary laws are in fprce here, as well 
as in moft parts of S wiffcrland j a;id no 
dancing is allowed, except upon particu* 
lar occafions : filk, lace, and feveral other 
articles of luxury, are prohibited ; even the 
ladies head-drefles are regulated. How 
would fuch Gothic ordinances be receiv- 
ed in England ? they vy^ould ferve at leaft 
to lower th© price of feathers. Rut what ' 
is of ftill greater importance, all games 
. of hazard are ftriftly prohibited i and in 
other games the party who lofes above fix 
florins (about nine Shillings of our mo- 
ney) incurs a confiderable fine. An ex- 
cellent regulation ! and I was informed, 

that 
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Hiat tlipfe laws are not, like ours of the ' 
fame kind, mere cyphers, but are well 
obferved. The principal article oi ex- 
portation is wine j of which they make 
^ large quantity, th^ country abounding 
in vineyards ; ,^d as the canto^ fur- 
niihes but Uttle corn, they procure it frpm 
Suabi^ ii^ exchange for th^ir wine. In the 
town ther?? are fome, but not v?ry con- 
iiderable, manufaftures of linen, cotton, 
and filk : their coinmerce, however, is very 
iiourifhing. 

It will perhaps, give you fojine idea of 
the fpcurity of the Swifs cantons, when 
I tell you, that Schaffhaufen, although a, 
frontier town, has no garrifon ; and that 
the fortifications are hut flighit. The cir 
tizens mount guard by turns; ^d the 
people of the canton being divided into 
regular companies of militia, which are 
exercifed yearly, are always ready and pre- 
pared to take up arms in defence pf their 
coxjntry. This canton has fome troops 

m 

in the fervices of France, Sardinia, and 
JHoUand ; the only foreign fervices into 
which the fubjefts of the Proteftant can- 
tons enlif^. 

Before 
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Before I take my leave of this city, I 
nuft not omit mentioning the famous 
bridge over the Rhine; jtiftly admired 
for Ae beauty and fingularity of its archie 
tefhite. The river is cxtremeiy rapid^ and 
had ahrady deftroycd feveral bridges of 
ftonc, built uponr arches of the ftrongeft 
conftruftion; when a carpenter of Ap- 
pen2el undertone to throw a wooden one, ' 
of a iingie arch, acrofs the river, which is 
near three hundred ftct wide. The ma- 
giftrates, however, jnfiftcd, that it Ihould 
coniift of two arches, and that he ihould 
make ufc for that purpofe of the middle 
pier of the old bridge, which remained 
entire* Accordingly, the architeft was 
obliged to obey i but he has contrived it 
jn fuch a manner, that the bridge is not 
at all fupported by the middle pier : and it 
would certainly have been equally fafe, and 
confiderably more beautiful, had it con- 
filled fol?ly of one arch. But how (hall 
1 attempt to give you an idea of it ? I, 
who am totally unlkillcd in architefturCji 
and who h^ve not the leaft knowledge of 
drawing. Take however the following 
def^riptioii, apd eycufe its inaccuracy ; 

9 It 
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^ It Is a wooden bridge, of- wMch thf 
fides and top arc covered, and the road 
owf it 16 almoft pcrfeaiy les^l : it is 
what th^ Germans call a h«ngewcrk, or 
hanging bridge 5 the road not being car* 
lied, as ufiial, over the top of the arch % 
but, if I may nfe the expreffion, is lei 
down into the mjddle of it, and Aere 
fnfpended. The middle pier is not abfi)- 
Intcly in a right line vnth the fide ones, 
that reft upon the fliorej as it forms 
^th them a very obtufe angle pointing, 
down the ftregm, being «ght foot out of 
the linear direction. The diftancc of tWs 
fniddle pier from the fliore that lies to^ 
wards the town, is one hundred and fe«» 
venty-one feet, and from the other fide, 
pne hundred and ninety-three j in all, 
three hundred and fixty-four feet i making 
in appearance two arches of a fprprifing 
width, and forming the moft beautiful 
perfpeftive imaginable when viewed at 
Ibme diftance. A man of the flighteft 
weight walking uppn it, feels it tremble 
pnder him j yet waggons heavily laden 
pafs over it without danger : and al- 
though in the latter inftance, the bridge 

feem^ 
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feems almoft to crack with the prefTure^ 
it docs not appear to have ever fufFered 
the leaft damage. It has been compared^ 
wd very juftly, to a tight rope, which 
trembles when it is ftruck, but ftill pre- 
serves its firm apd equal tenfion. I went 
.under this bridge, clofe to the middle pier, 
in order to examine its mechanilm ; and 
though in no refpeft a mechanic, I could 
not help being ftruck with the elegant 
fimplicity of the architefture ; I was not 
capable of determining whether it refts 
upon the middle pier, but moft judges 
?gree that it does not. 

When one obferves the greatnefs of the 
plan, and the boldnefs of the confti-u^liou, 
one is aftoniftied that the architeft was 
a common carpenter, without the leaft 
tinfture of literature, totally ignorant of 
mathematics, and not at all verfed in the 
theory of mechanics* Th\e name of this 
extr?iordinary man wis Ulyic Gij-ub^man^ 
an pbf^ure drvnken fellow of TufFen, ^ 
fmall village in the canton of Appjenzel. 
PofTefTed of uncommon natural abilities^ 
and a furprifing turn for the pra6lical 
part of mechanics, he raifed himfelf t9 

great 
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>gre^t eminence in his profeflion ; • ind 

- may juftly be confidered as one of the 

moft ingenious architefts of the prefent 

century. This bridge was finifhed in left 

than three years, and cpft hinety thoufand 

florins*. 

This 

* About £• 8oop fterling. Mr. Andreae, in his* Let- 
ters upoA SwifTerland, has given two cuigravings of 
this bridge, to which ht has added a very accurate 
. dercHption of its mechanical conflruAioh, communi- 
cated to him by Mr. Jetzler of Schaf haufcn. In thn 
defcriptton he cpnfiders it as. confifting of two.arcbes, 
and reprefents, the bridge as refting upon the n^iddle 
. pier J but I have been aflured by feveral perfons of 
very refpeiftable authority, who faw it foon after it 
was built,^ that the bridge, wl\cn it Wasfirft conftru£l- 
«4» did not even touch the pier, in queftion ; andfince 
that time, that there has been a wedge driven in by 
order of the magiftrates. As a ' proof, if indeed any 
Tuch proof be wanted, that the architeft could have 
fucce«ded in conftru£ting the bridge without the aid 
of the middle pier; his brother, John Grubenman^ 
no lefs eminent than the other, built about the fame 
time, and in the fame ftile of architeflu^e, a bridge 
ovdr the Rhine at Reichenau, in the Grifons, which 
is twb hundred and forty feet long, and confifts bi^t 
of one arch. And what would have been ftill more 
extraordinary, Ulric Grubenman had agreed to throw 
"a bridge of a fmgle arch, and of the fame conftruQ- 
t^on, over the river Derry in Ireland. The river is 
t > fix 
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l^his mdrning we fet out oii horfebsick^ 
in order to fee the £dl of , the Rhine at 
hwaSGn, about a league frpm this place* 
Our road lay over the hills which form 
the banks o{ thii Rhine i from whence we 
had fome fine views of the town And 
cafUe of SchafFhaufen: the environs are 
pi^lui-elque and agreeable j the river beau-^ 
tifiiUy winding through the vale. Upon 
our arrival at Lauffen^ a fmall village in 
the canton of Zuric» we diimoimted i and 
advancing to the ^dgd oi the precipice 
wfaidi overhangs the Rhine^ we looked 
down perpendicularly upon the catarad^ 
and faw the river tumbliag over the fides 
of the rock with anazitig vioknce and pre^ 
cipitation. From hence we delccnded til! 
wc were fomewhat below the upper bed 
of the river^ and ftood clofe to the fall i 
fo that I coukl almoft have, touched it 
with my hand. A fcafFolding is ereftcd 



fix hundred feet wide^ which, by means of abutmentsi 
vras to have been reduced to four hundred ^ it was to 
have coft £. 20^000 : but the plap was not carried in-* 
to execution for want of proper encouragement. 

Vid. Briefe aus dsr Scbweix fioch Hanno'oer gefchhi* 
hn^ gefcbriiben^ printed at ZuriC) 1776. 

in 
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in the very fpray of this tremendous Ca« 

tBx^d:, and upon the moil fubiixne point 

of view :— the fea of foam tiunbling down 

—the continual cloud of ipray icattered 

aiound at a great dtftancey and to a con* 

iiderable height — in fliort^ the magnifi* 

cence of the whcde icenery far furpailed 

my nioft fanguine expef^atbns^ and ex-* 

ceeds all deicription. Within about an 

hun<U'ed feet, as it appeared to be^ of the 

fcaffokUng, there, are two rocks in tfat 

middie of the fall^ that prevent ooa f rmxi 

&m]g its vrholc breadth from this point : 

the iieareft of thefe was perforated by the 

continual a£lton of the river ; and the 

water forced itielf throug^i in an oblique 

diredion, with inexpreffible fury, and an 

hollow found. After having continued 

fome time, contemplating in filent admi-^ 

ration the awful fublimity of this won« 

derful landfcape, we defcended; aod be** 

low the fail we crofled the river, which 

w^ exceedingly agit^ed. 

Hitherto I had only viewed the catara£l 
jideways ; but here it opened by degrees, 
and difplayed another pi6lure, which I en*- 
joyed at -my leifure> as I fat myfelf down 

upon 
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tipoii tJie bppofite bank. The ihdft ibik- ^ . . tj 
mg objefts wert, on the fide we came it 

from, a caftle, erefted upon the very edge f( 

of the precipice, and pfojefting over the d 

river; near it, a church and fome cot- fi 

tages } on the fide where I was fitting, a tl 

clump of cottages clofe to the fall -, in the a 

back ground, rifing hills, planted with y^ 

vines, or tufted with hanging woods ; a t( 

beautiful little hamlet upon the fummit, f^ 

fkirted with trees ; the great body of wa- ^ 

ter, that feemed as it were to rufti out ti 

from the bottom of thefe hills ; the two i 

rocks above mentioned boldly advancing 21 

their heads in the midft of the fall, and ^^ 

in the very point of Its fteepeft defceht, 
their tops covered with (hrubs, and di- 
viding the cataradl into three principal 
branches. The colour of the Rhine is ex- 
tremely beautiful, being of a clear fea* 
green ; and I could not but remark the 
fine efFeft of the tints, when blended with 
the white foam in its defcent. There is a 
pleafing view from an iron foundery clofe 
to the river^ which is dammed up, in or- 
der to prevent its carrying away the works 
and neighbouring cottages : by means of 

' this 
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this dam a finall portion of the I'iver^ in 
its fall, enters a trough^ turns a tilill^ and 
forms a beautiful little filver current, gli- 
ding down the bare rock^ and detached 
from the main cataraft. Below the fall 
the river widens confiderably into; a' more 
ample bafon; at the fatl/th«^:breadth, as 
well as I could judge by my jeye, feenjed 
to b^ about two hupdred ^d fifty. feet. 
As to its perpendicular height, traveljers 
differ : thofe who are given to exaggera- 
tion reckon it an hundred feet high ; but 
I fhould imagine about fifty feet will be 
nearer the truth. . I ftood for fome time 
upon the brink of the catarafil % beheld in 
admiration, and liflened in filente ; then 
eroffed the river, re-mouhted my horfe, 
and returned to Schaffhaufen. 

Some writers have afferted that the ti-* 
ver precipitates itfelf in one fheet of wa-* 
ter; and, as I before obferved, from a 
perpendicular height of an hundred feet. 
In former ages this account was probably 
agreeable to faft ; as it is imagined, that 
the fpace between the two banks was once 
a level rock, and confiderably higher 5 that 
the river has infenfibly worn away, and 

- C undermined 
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undermined thofe parts, on which it broke 
along with the utmoft violente : for, with- 
in the memory of feveral of the inhabit* 
tants of this town, a large rock has given 
way, that has greatly altered the view., 
Indeed I am convinced that the perpen-* 
diculflir hdglit of the fall becomes lefs and 
k& every year, by the continual friftion 
<^ (o larffi and rapid a body of water ; 
and httvo no doubt but that the two rocks, 
which now rife in the midft of the river^ 
will in time be undermined and carried 
away. The river, for fome way before 
the fall, even near the bridge, dafhes up-^ 
on a rocky bottom, and renders the na« 
vigation impoffible for any kind of veflfel. 
A few weeks ago a countryman of ours 
tried an experiment with a fmall boat^ 
which he contrived to have gendy pu(hed 
to the edge of the cataraft : it (hot down 
entire to the bottom of the fall, was out 
of fight for a few moments, and then toft 
up, dafhed into a thoufahd fplinten. 

I am, &c* 
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Letter liu 

Conftance, July 24* 

YESTERDAY morning We quitted 
Schaffhaufefiy and croQcd the Rhine 
_^ - . . . • , 

fit Dieflehhoffen^ ft fihall town in Thur* 
govy I a country depend^it upon th6 eight 
antient cantonis : fi'om thence to Stein the 
road lay by the fide of that river. Stein 
is ^an independent town u^der the pro« 
teftion of Zuric^ but governed by its own 
laws and inagiftrates^ At this place w6 
took a boat to carry its to Conflance^ A 
little Above the town of Stein the rivei' 
widens confiderably^ and forms the inift- 
tior lake of Conftance^ or the Zeller See 1 
which is divided into two branches : from 
Stein to Cotiftance is about fixteen miles^ 
iiA from the laltter to Zell^ its greateft 
breadth, about ten. 

A fine breeze fooii carried us to the 
ifland 0/ Reichenau, which is under th^ 
foveragrity of the thirteen caiitons : it is 
about three miles long^ and one broad} 
contains a(oiit fixteen hundred inhabi-^ 

C a tants. 
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taiits, all Catholics ; three pariflies ; one 
village } and a rich abbey of Benediftines, 
of which the bifliop of Conftancc is ab- 
bot. The fuperior was exceedingly civil, 
and ihewed us all the relics and curiofities 
of the convent : among the latter, was a 
carious tooth of Charles Le Gros. That 
monarch, who was emperor and king of 
France, and who poflefTed dominions as 
cxtenfive as thofe of Charlemagne, lived 
to want the common neceffaries of life, 
and to depend for his fubfiftcnce upon the 
charity of an archbifhop of Mentz. He 
was publicly depofed in 887, at a meet- 
ing of the principal French, German, and 
Italian barons, whom he himfelf had fum- 
moned : after having languifhed a year, 

in extreme want and mifery, he died, and 

■ 

was buried in this convent. The next 
remarkable curiofity, was an emerald, as 
it is called, of an extraordinaiy fize, which, 
according to. the annals of the convent, 
was a prefent from Charlemagne. Take 

• • • « 

its dimenfions, and then judge whether it 
can be an emerald : it has four unequal 
fides ; the longeft of which is near two 
feet, and the broadeft about nine inches ; 

it 
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it is one inch .thick, and weighs about 
twenty-nine pounds. The fup^ior va- 
lued ft at fifty thoufand florins -,. hut if it 
bp, 98 I conjefture, j nothing more than a 
tr^nfparent green fluor-fpathus,- itjs value 
will be reduced to a/ew florins. Upoa 
our return to the inn, where we dined> 
we_ foand a prefen, frc^ the .fup^ior, 
which we valued more than all the; relief 
and curiofities of his convent ; two. bottle? 
of excellent wiue, the growth of the ifland,^ 
which indeed is almoft one continued vine-f 

In the evening we arrived at Con-* 
ilance : its fituation upon the Rhine, be- 
tween, the two , lakes, is moft delightful. 
J was much ftruck- with the folitary ap- 
pearance of a town once, fo flourifhing in 
commerce, and formerly fo celebrated in 
the ^nals gf hifl:ory. :^ IThere was .a dead 
dillnefs throughout ; grafs gf pw^ng^^ the 
(principal ftreets ; in a word, it wear^ tlie 
melancholy afpeft of beijig a^nuxft J»t;ally 

4eferte4 • and upon enquiry, I :&>u^?(4 t^re 

.were fcarcely three tho\i^a|id ipJj^^itaRU, 

This city has met with a fad reverfe of 

fortune : ,it was formfilyin alKaBce with 

C 3 Strafhourg, 



SftraibouFg^ Zaiic^ Bafil^ &g.j and, fup« 
ported by the afTiflance of Zuric and 
Berne, had 4riven put the biihop, and em* 
braced the reformation. But the Protef- 
tant caiHtons being worfted in 1 3 5 1 1 and 
the league of Smakad^, of which C(»|-» 
ftance was a men^b^r, being defeated by 
Charles V. the town was obiiged to fobw 
init to the emperor,- and to re-admit th<> 
Cathpli? religion. From this period it 
lof): its indq)endenQQ ; aqd being neglected 
by the houfe of Au|lri?i, it fell by de-r 
grees into its prefent almoft annihilated 
ftate i exhibiting to fame of the neigh- 
bouring Swifs cantons, ^n inftruftive con-? 
traft, which cannot but the mor^ fenfibly 
-endear to them their own invaluable hap^ 
pinefs, in the commerce and liberties they 
enjoy. . 

We paid a vifit to the chamber where 
the council of Conftance was held in 14151 
and had the honour of fitting in the two 
phaii:^, in whi(h fat pope John XXIII *• 
;ind th^ emperor Sigifmond; if any ho- 
nour fs^ be ^lived frpm a tn^buknt e^^ 

# Pe yn^ dttpofed in this council 

■ 

(defiafttc. 
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clc^aftic, and a peijured foverei^. It 
was by <f fent^ncf 9f tbU council* that 
the c^l«t(rated refomifr John Hu& (hav- 
\ng eoiboraced the <io6tnnes of our Wick- 
Ufki ao4 trufting to the fiif^oafd of the 
fqap^ror^ ifho . violated his word) wa« 
burnt aa an l^ei^tk;. They ihew thehoafe 
in which he was Cdzed, wd vpo{i which 
hi$ head, caryed vx ftime* but now ahnoft 
defaced, is fixed j with an in{^]ftioa un* 
der tt in Gcarmaa. Jo'ome of Prague* 
his dimple, h^ the weaknds to recant 
be^re the fame council t but this weak- 
ne(s was amply compen£ited by the great* 
neis of foul with which he again re> 
tra^bsd this recantation, and by the calm 
and intrepid magnanimity which he ihew- 
ed in his laft moments at the ftake. From 
the top <^ the caitfaedral we had afuperb 
view of the town* (which is now Icarcely 
a third of its antient extent) and of the 
two lsiks$ i with the m^ed Alps of Ty- 
rol and Appenzel, their tops covered with 
pefpettt^&aw. 

i am juft retomed from a pleafant ex- 
{wfition to the finall i0and of Meinau, in 
a bay of the fuperior lake : this iiland, 

C ^ about 
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a1}out ia mile in circumference^ belongs to 
the knighte of the Teutonic order*. ' The 
bailiff {hewtd us the houfe of the com-p 
mander, which i$ * prettily ^uatecly and 
has a fine profpe£t of the lake^ but con- 
tains nothing remarkable. The garden 
might have been' well laid out by a ju- 

4 

dicious hand at a very fmall expenc6 : but 
the man who planned it, took it into his 
head-to^ide the view of the lake; which, 
ifter ttmdtv cofV, h4 has at lerigdi- uhhap- 
pily efFefted by means of high and cut 
hedges I the- honcft gardener did not for- 
get to expatiate oh the merit of this cu-- 
rious' CQjitrivance. The cellars of this 
<:aftle atre well flocked with wine; an ar- 
ticle from whence the chief- revenue of 
the Gommandery arifes. -Our good^'fipiehd 
the bailiff was very- fri*-in offering it to 
us ; and we, not to appear infeixfibte^bf 
his civility, were conflrained: to tbfte : of 
feveral different fqtts, which he prefeittvd, 
one after the other, always 'praifing the 
laft as the oldefl: and the. moil iexqniiitc^ 
The wine was indeed exoeillcnt, the glafles 
large, and a moft formidable row of enoq- 
mous calks flill remained untaxed ;' fq that^ 

after 
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flfter having duly extolled fevcral fped-* 
'mens^ we found it expedient to decline 
the farther folicitations of our generous 
hoft : for, had we gone through the whole 
ceremony, we ftiould moft probably have 
taken up our ^bode in the taiUe for this 
flight. . . - > 

July 25.„ 

We fet iail about two hp.urA;^<) from 
Conftance. This /iipcrior lake, or, , ^s it 
is. fometin^es called, the Bodfn See, is 
-about fifteen leagues in length and fix in 
itsgreateft brea4tb : ijtis one pf the great 
boundaries that fcparate Swifferland from 
Germany. The borders, o^l^ftigh Jide con^ 
iift of 'gently riifiug bilk ;. on the left hand 
iluabia;..and on the rigfet Thjwrgovy, ;wit^ 
a-rivariety of tftwths,. village^i jijd mona- 
fteries,. fcai;tercd; about : the form of the 
Jiake-iadinestoayi -oval, and the water is 
of a ^reenilh hu?. I am - bo,w writing 
aboard. the ;veflel, I qnd have been for forae 
.time in vain ..'attempting to 4iftingui(h 
.j(whai: fome tra:^ellers l^ave afiSrmed to be 
.difq^nable) the jwatejfs pf the JR.hine from 
thofe of the lake : . though indeed J was 

before almoit conyijiced of the impoflibi- 

" • ^• 
lity 
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lity# For> the river in its courft from 
the (hperior lake^ being exa6t}y of the 
iame beautiful greenifh colour as the in« 
ferior lake into which it Howa ; it iy evi« 
4ent that the one can neyei be dUtinv 
guiihed from the otl^r. Probably^ up« 
on its firft entrance into the fuperior lake 
it is troubled^ and confequently, for fome 
way, its currmt may eaiily be traced : but 
It purifies by degrees, and becomes an 
^idiftin6t part of the great body of waten 
Thi» lake i^ confiderably deeper in fiim« 
mer thait in wintw ; owing to die firH 
l^eltings of the ihow from the neighbour-* 
ing mountains ; it abounds in i|fli of all 
forts, and cofttains two species, which, are 
peculkir to itfelf, and are t$kim only thrae 
months in the. year. Yefterday evening 
in our expedition to M^m^is, there was 
^:ar€ely a breeze ftirring, and the lake was 
9» fmooth as chryfial : a briik gale has 
now raifed a fine curl upcm the furface; 
^md the fiirrounding iandfcape forms an 
aflemblage of the moft beautiful objed:s 
imaginaUe. In fhort, the feveral views 
which prefent themfelves axe ib truly en«* 
chanting, that I regret every moment tha^ 
^ my 
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tny ey«t are c^Qed off from ^ deUglitftj 
fccne around ntt. You wUl not wonder 
thArefore, if I am tismpted to lad you aduni 
fym^hsit abrupdtjr* 

Yours, &c. 

« 

L E T T E R rvr. 

m 

I WRITE to you from the midft of the 
Alps, under the ihade of a grove of 
beeches^ while a dear ftream of water^ flow^ 
ing at my feet, forms a natural cafcade 
down the roek. I have juft made a hearty 
meal upon forne bread and cheele ; which 
I found to be a moft delicious rrpaft, after 
having well earned it» by walking near fix 
fniles over the mountains of Appenzel. 

W? thi$ day quitted St. Oallen, where 
being aCked a moft extravagant price for 
the hire of fix horfes, by thofe who thought 
we muft neceiTarily take them upon their 
own terms, we determined not to fubmit to 
the impofition ; but to walk to Appenzel, 
and fend our baggage by the horfe-^road ; 
Jxowcver, (not to afcribe the whole merit 

of 
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faf itHis lieroic nfoliition altogether to ceco« 
jKm^y I jnu£b tell you at the £une time^ 
lihaf^ we [wiie cinformed* befdreh^nd^ that 
the foot- way was by mudbrtheJmoft agreed- 
able. Nor xio I in the leaft repent of hav- 
ing made the experiment : for, the beauty 
and fingularif y 6f the road through which 
we pafTed has more th^A pqmpenfated for 
any fatigue of the journey. '^ The country 
is Angularly wild and romantic j confid- 
ing of a continued feries .pf; valHes, wit^ 
lunges of mountainsj whofe tops are 
-crowned? witb the. moft luxuriant paftures 
I ever beheld, I could not have conceiv- 
ed it poffible, without having been aji 
.e}'e-witnefs, that any diftrift within the 
jkmc compafs could hav? exhibited fo nu- 
merous a population j the hills and vales 
being ftrewed thick with hamlets, fcattcred 
at a fmall dif^ance from each other ; and 
they are exaftly placed too in the very 
fpots which a njan of tafte would have 
\fixed upon. The.pifturefqu? pipuntains, 
the f orefts, the . currents which we palFed, 
.over bridges . refem Wing thofe I have feen 
in fome of the beft landfcapes, added to 
the bcavity of the fcenes, and diverfified 

with 
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with the moft pleafihg objefts every ftep 
we took. After having repofed for a fhort 
time ilk this .delightful fpot, I cannot em- 
ploy myfelf moce to my fatisfadion than 
by giving you .a continuation of my jour- 
nal. 

I took my leave of you, in my laft^ 
upon the lake of Conftance : we landed at 
Rofhach, a fmall town in the dominions 
of the abbotof St. Gallen, delightfully fi- 
tuated in the midft of a bay at the edgc^bf 
the lake, and . at. the bottom of a rifing 
hill, richly coyered with wood and paftur-* 
ages. From Rofliach we.w-ent to St* Gal- 
len, the whole territory whereof does not 
exceed a league and an half in circumfer- 
ence: the town contains feven thoufand 
ihhabit^ts ; its environs two. Eveiy 
thing here was alive ; all wore the appear- 
ance of indufti7 and activity ; exhibiting 
a flriking oppoiition to Conftance^ which 
we had juft quitted. 

The abbot and town of Sr. G^Uen are 
both allies of the Swifs cantons^ and each 
have the peculiar, privilege of fending de- 
puties to the general .'diet : i c^U it peculiar ^ 
becauTe none of the other allies,, (except 

Bienne 
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Kffline and Mulhaden) enjoy die (kme* 
The abbot of St* Gallen is titular prince 
of the Empire, and is chofen by ftventy- 
tvro Domimcan monks, bdon^ng to the 
abbey, out of thdr nnmbtf . He formerly 
poflefled the fbfverdignty of the town ; but 
the inhabitants ihook off his authority, and 
became indepmdent : and although, fincc 
that period, various difputes have arifen 
between the two rival parties j they have 
been at diffia'ent times compromifed by the 
interpofirion of the Swift cantons* The 
town is entirely Proteftant, and its go<t- 
vemment arifto-demoeratical : thefutyeds 
<^the abbot (whofe territory is teiy ex*' 
tenfive, and whofe power abi<4ute) «e 
moftly Catholics. It is remarkable, that 
tiie abbey in which the {«ince refides, is 
fituated dtofeto the town, and in the midft 
of its territory ; as that of the latter is 
alfo entirely fiffroimded by die pofieffionv 
of the Conner. 

The town owes its flouriilnng ^Mt ta 
Ihe imcomffloil indnftry of the inhain« 
tants, and to a very extenfive commerce^ 
arifing cinefiy from its manofafturdi of 
lixien, mufiin^ and Mobroidery* In a place 
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{o entirely commercial, 1 was aftonifhed 
to find the arts and fciences cultivated, 
and literature in the highefl: efteem. In 
the hbrary there are thirteen volumes in 
folio, containing manufcript letters to and 
from feveral of the firft German and Swifs 
reformers. Luther ends a letter to Me- 
lanflhon as follows : 

Pifiis irtm vi^nuf mmms /r# mors tua^ Papa* 

Thefe letters would probably throw a 
new light on the hijftory of the reforma- 
tion. 

The library belonging to the abbey is 
very numerous and well arranged ; and, 
among a ntimber of monkifh manufcripts, 
contains feveral claflic ones, which en- 
gaged my chief attention. In this library, 
Petronius Arbiter, Silius Italicus, and 
Valerius Flaccus were found in 141 3, and 
copies difperfed : it was formerly very rich 
in curious manufcripts ; but feveral were 
borrowed during the council of Conflance, 
by the cardinals and bifhops, who never 
returned them. 

The tranfition from the abbot df St. Gal- 
len to the canton of Appenzel will not ap- 
pear 
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{>ear abrupt, as tjde kUeconce- beli^ng^ iicL. 
the former : .the mhabi£ant9,.how6V«r,rbe?. 
in|; loaded with exorbitant and pppreffi.ve 
taxes/ revolted in 1400, and maintatnfid. 
their independence with the jdefperate €ou-« 
rage of a fpirited people, who fight for 
thjpir liberties. In 1452 they entered into 
a perpetual alliance with feme of the: 
neighbouring Swifs republics 5 and in 151 3. 
were admitted into the Helvetic confede* 
racy : they hold the lafl: rank among the 

thirteen cantons. ' 

... . 

Before the reformation x the whole dan« 
ton was under one government ; ' but fincc 
that. period^ part of the inhabitants having, 
embraced the Proteftant religion, and the 
other part continuing Catholics,, violent 
difputes were kindled between them y 
which, after much conteft, were at length 
compromifed. By an agreement in 1 597,* 
the canton wajs divided into two portions j 
Rhodes Exterior, and Rhodes . Interior t, 
it was ftipulatfed, that the former fhould 
be appropriated to the refidence of the 
Proteftants, arid the latter to that of tha 
Catholic^. . Accordingly the two. parties 
finally feparated, and formed two r rqpub-< 

licsi 
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Iks; thdr go^remment, pdlicey finances^ 
&c* being totally independent of each 
other. Each diftri£fc fends a deputy to the 
general diet : the whole canton^ however^ 
has but one vote, and lofes its fuffrage if 
the two parties are not unanimous. In 
both divifions the fovereign power is veiled 
in the people at large ; every male, who is 
paft iixteen, having a vote in their general 
ailembly, held yearly for the creation of 
their magiftrates. and the purpofes of le^«^ 
flation : and each voter is obliged to appear 
armed on that particular occafion. The 
Landamman is the firit magiftrate : in each 
diftrift there are two, who adminifter the 
office alternately, and are ccmfirmed yearly« 
They have each a permanent council, in 
which all jurifdi£lion in civil and criminal 
cauies is lodged, together with the care of 
the police, the management of the finan* 
ces, and the general adminiftration of af- 
fairs.* The Landamman regent prefides; 
and the other, during the. year in whidi he 
is out of office, is banneret or chief of the 
militia. 

The Rhodes Exterior is much larger, 
and more peopled in proportion, than the 

D Interior j 
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Ixiterior; and th? Proteftants are in ge- 
neral more commercial and indullrk>us 
than the Catholics.— .The former are fup- 
pofed to. amount to thirty-feven thour 
fandj the latter to twelve thoufand: a 
confiderable number, in a fmall canton of 
labout &xty fquare leagues^ entirely moun- 
<tainausiy and of which a great pait coti- 

xfifts of barren and inaccei&ble rocks. But 

.» 

the indufl-ry of the inhabitants amply com- 
-penfates for any disadvantages of. foil : for^ 
tibe people are frugal and laborious, their 
property is fecured, and they are exempted 
hova all burdenfome and arbitrary taxes. 
Thefe circumflances, joined to their right 
ot partaking of the legiflation^ and of 
electing their maglArates, infpire them 
with fuch animated fentiments of their 
own importance and indbpendence> as ex^ 
<:ite the moft aftive and vigorous induftry : 
and thofe neceffaries to which this iiv- 
duilry is not fufficient, are abundantly* fup^ 
plied by their neighbours, in exchange 
for their maaufa6):ure$ and other^ articles 
of their domeftic commerce. The chief 
.part of the habitable coutitry confifts: ia 
xkh paftures > and of courCe^ tfi^ prihci-^ 

pal 
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pal exports are cattle arid hides, t6getTier 
Vith cheefe and butter: their mariufac- 

■ 

tures are linen ^nd' thread ; of both which 
they make a confiderable quantity, and 
for the f upport of which the canton fiir- 
nifties flax in great abundance. 

There are no inclofed towns in tKis 
canton ; it contains onl^ two or three 
open burghs, as they arfe called, (of which 
Appenzel is the largeft in the Catholic, 
and Herifau in the Proteftant, diftri^) 
together with a few fmall villages': but 
indeed the whole country, except amongff 
the barren rocks, is almort: a coiitinued vil- 
lage, thickly covered as it is with excel- 
lent jcottages, which have the moff beau- 
fiful efFed imaginable. Each cottage has 
Its Ihtle territory,' confifting generally of 
a field or two of fine pafture ground, and 
frequently fkirted with trees : of tHe latter 
iherc 'is great plenty, the rabuntains being 
for the mbft part beautifully wooded'; and 
the canton is fupplied with water in fuclr 
exuberance, that we could hardly walk 
two hundred piaces without feeing a fpring; 
ilTuing from the ground, ' or perhaps a 
torrent rufhing down the fides of a 
focktf 

Da In 



lo^ our .way to Appei>zel, we entered 
feveral 6( their hoqfes, which are all "bulff 
of wood: neatnefs and convenience" td- 
ing the principal objedt of the owners :' 
fuch a remarkable cleanlinefs prevailed 
throughout, as afforded me a moft ftrik- 
ing proof of the general attention this 
people pay to that effential article. A' 
continued chain of thefe cultivated moun- 
tains, richly cloathed with wood, and 
fludded all over with hamlets, (which one 
would almoft imagine had been placed 
by the genius of tafte in the very fpots 
where they would have the moft ftriking 
effefl) exhibits a landfcape inexpreflibly 
pleafing : it feemed as if they belonged to 
io many independent clans ; independent, 
but focial, and uniting for the great puN 
pofes of legiflation, and for the general 
prefervation of their liberties. The Prb- 
teftaht divifion contains about ten thou- 
fand men capable of bearing arms; and 
the Catholic about three thoufand. 

Ajriong the chief part of the inhabi- 
faijts, the original fimplicity of the paf- 
tbral life is ftill preferved; and I faw fe- 
veral venerable figures with long beardis, 
that refembled tlie old patriarchs. I am 

much 
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i^V|9,^ ijjiortinqd that I cannot fpeak Ger- 
ni5P,. which is then- language j as that 
natufal fraijknefs, and particular tone of 
^quaiity,. which arife from a cpnfcioufncfs 

of their, own Jndependence, could not fail 

" '' ' .' ■ • • • • 

of affording me very interefting converfa- 

tions. As, to the ftate of literature, my 

flay here has been fo Ihort, that I cannot 

form any accurate idea of it ^ I have only 

fcen informed in general, that learning 

has . made its way over thefe mountains ; 

and that there are fevcral men of letters 

in. this canton, who are an honour to 

themfelves, and an ornament to their 

country. 

In our way to this place we pafTed 

through TufFen, the birth-pface of tJlric 

Grubenman, whom I mentioned in a 

foriaer letter * ; he has been dead fome 

years : but his abilities and his fkill in 

pjraftical architefture are, if I may ufe the 

expreffion, hereditary in his family. We 

e^tjuired forgone of the fame name, who 

was either his brother or his nephew, 

whom , we found at the . alehoufe ; his 

ufual place of refort wlien . he has no 

iUL I ' 'ii.' i* See p. 14I' ;.;';•. 
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pwrfe-Jpokittg mani dreffed Ukq a com- 
itl9ii peilant s has a quick and penetra^^r, 
iogiieyej and a furpriiing readinefs of cony 
vcrfation. We told him that ^ were 
Engliflimenj^ who w^re making the tour of 
Swifferland ; and, as wfi wifhed to view 
pvery thing 'remarkable in the country, 
we could not pafs through TufFen with-? 
put defiring to fee a man wl^q was {q 
much celebrated for his fkill in archi- 
tedlure. He ftruck his breaft, andjeplied 
IP German, " Here you fee but a Ijo^ri' 
Upon our talking with hin^ about tne 
))ridge;Qf Schaffhaufen, in the building of 
which he was employed, he afiured US| 
that it doe3 not reft upon the middle p^Qr^ 
|>ut is in efFe(5l a fingle arch. ^ Near A^ 
penzel we obferved an old man with ve^ 
aerable white hair hanging down over h^ 
ihoulders^ who looked like one of 0|^ 
fubftantial farmers : he enquired with a 
tone of authority, but with perfedt ci^r 
Jityj who we were ; and upon our alkiQg 
tl^e famt queftipn refpe6:ing himi]elf,r^ 
cur guide, we were, informed, that he w^ 
|be Landi^mj^^ ov chiff of ^t f^ublk^ 

'^ 3 ^ . Happy 
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Vtscppy peofile, the i^tujhe of wbofe c6un^ 
try, and the conftitBtion of whofegovemi^ 
ment both equally oppofe the ikrcmgdk 
barriers againft the baneful introdudioii 
of luxury ! 



Yours, &c. 



Appcnzd, July a/w 
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Salets, Jul/ 27« 

WE are this moment arrived at this 
place; where we propofe parfln^ 
file night: while fupper is preparing, I 
feill continue my journal. We could pix>- 
cure but three horfes at Appen2ely and ai 
one of them was appropriated to the b^^^ 
g^, I preferred walking : accordingly I 
fet out by myfelf fome time before tht 
tlvalcade. After having walked a leagdfe 
In the canton, through the fame kind of 
Tountry tftentioned in ray laft (a continued 
irtoge of mountains, enriched with beau^ 
jitful meadows, and dotted thick vvith cbt- 
4siges) I arrived at its boundary? whefi 
ikn^' (cent Suddenly chafiged into a wild 
\ii P4 forefV, 
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h )tliei vleiiB: : appearance - of aas^ ihaintatibn. 

-^ . :5BheL road is. very finguhn It is in xnoft 

^ p^5 liot more than three fbetbro^.; and 

lis -either paved widi large uneven; jidces 

of rockf or fonned of thick (takes laid 

' ulafelj together ; but «s the ground- isr in 

] [many parts fofter than in others^ thefe 

■ 'ftakes of ^ourfe in fome places fink deeper, 

and by this means form an almoft inva- 

liable fucceffion of uneven fteps. The 

niountain by which we defcended into the 

plaittj is very fteep; which, added to the 

9 iintvennefi of the flakes, makes the afcent 

find defcent exceedingly difficult for horfes. 

Thpfe who are.pkafed with an uniform 

view, may continue in the plain ; while 

others, who delight in the grand and! the 

fublime, and are flruck with, the wan^ 

tpiinefs of wild, uncultivated natureywill 

prefer this road to the fmoothefl tiuinpikc 

; in Cf eat Britain, 

,,r ,1 walked flowly on, without envying 

..'• ip.yi companions on horfeback :.for I could 

. . i^fflpivjQ'UpQn an. inviting fpot, climb to 

thG.42dge of va :p5fcipice, or trace a torrent 

by its found, I defcended aticngthrfito 

• 'T . * the 
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.ntim tiiotintakis^Df Tyml^ I'whitiiftfyiieided 
:fl(iwithcr in?lieight or iA cragginfe&to^itBbfc 
! tiiof .Appedzel^* rifing before me^ And Jipre 
<:jl>£pwaA ^a i remarkable diSomnctn' 'formal- 
I ^ iihoi^b ' the afeendii^ ^d defceAdifig r was 
viBt- vrork ^f forac labbup ; 'yet the • twfiety 
: of the fcenes had given me fpirits;' and-I 
.r^'as not fenfible of the leaft fatigue;- 3But 
-rintheplain^ notwithftanding the 'flenery 
:.:1vas ftiU beautifal and pifhirefqaie, f few 

r^Ht once the whole Way fhetchfrig-btffore 
: ' \ tnci and had no room ^ for frefli exp^fta- 
li-tions: I was not therefoire foffy 1*4H3A I 
- ; arrived at Oberried, after a 'Walk • of ^dlfeut 
/ twelve miles,- my coat flung uj^oft^my 
/ ihould^ like a -peripatetic bj profeflfon. 
): 'Here we were lucky enough to prt)eijrfe a 

ri/iarraw open cart i in which, Ae 'Wads 
i 1 .'being rough and ftony, you • win readily 
j>^ Jpelieve ^ivft were not much at olir' ebfe. 
The evening however being fine,- and 'the 
^.j^imoon exceedingly bri^nt, our journiy was 
L; ^notl altogether unpkafaiit 5 ai^ it'led- us 
r; \ tbrobgh; a delightfut coUrttty abotindihg in 
ifiijvincs, in ftiirt-ti?ee6[, inllak, dnd'^a:ee^^^ 
oiiijpaft^ragesi' ■-- - -! ■ i ^ lij^r c^i: v*. 

^rf^^ - This 
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|o. Afifiis^Ziid and the dght antient can-* 
keatit vihidi altemat^y appoint 4 bailiff^/ 
Tln^ people are indaftrious, and manufa^-* 
tore -a con^iderattte quantity of lin^, cM^ 
tea, muitins plain and $ml>r<»dered : iiicf 
CODfift of. both religions* bttt the Prote^ 
(tiuit$ arc the raoft numeroOs, , 

- « 

/rf Wallcolladt, July Ij8# ; 

We quitted Salets this morning, in the 
fame nanrow open eait in which we ^^ 
jrfbA } ^nd it would have aSbnled your 
ruriofity matter of feme ipeculation, ta 
obferve how we contrived to arrange our% 
felve8> our fenrants^ a large Newfoundland 
dogf ai^d the bagg^e^ in {o narrow m, 
compafs ; indeed we were fo wedged in to«- 
gether, that it wa^ almoft ioipoflible .to 
ftif , after we had once fixed ourieltes in^ 
orur feveral places. The day was fuitry, 
and the fun powerful^ the toad l>ad> and 
the cart went barely at the rate of three 
miles an hour ; but the country ftill cont- 
tinii^ j(b pi^lurefque and mountainous, 
0nd our attentiorii Wfs fo e&tirdLy taken 
up with the perpetujil variety, of obje^ 

it 
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^t prefante4 to Qur vwvv^ iw t? jnafce, p9 
forget th^ inconveniences pf our. eq;uipag|:^ 
^d the'exeeiliv^ h^t oiF the weatb«r^ 
From Trivabaph, a fmall village i^xqi 
the Rhine^ we walked to. Sargaa^ the c^^ 
pital of 9. bailliaige of th« faj^e J34me> l>e^ 
ponging tQ tliP eight anient c^ntons^ , 
Let me remark by the way, ihat ia 
Swiflerland there are two forts of hail- 
iiages: the one coijliftiijg of certain 4if-f 
tnB:$^ into which .all the arjiftocratical 
^ant^ns are divided ; and qver th^fc a paj:- 
ticnlar o^cer, called a ^aili^l is appointed 
hy government, to which he . ifi aepouflil:- 
able for his adminiftration : the other jbrt 
;gu:e the territories that ^o not iD?jke pait 
jpf the . diftfi^s of the cantons, but a^ 
/ubjeft to two or •more . of them:, who 
.by tur^s appoint a bailiff. This officer^ 
iVheR not r^ftrained by the peciUiar pri- 
vil«;ge of certain diftridls, has the care, .of 
.the pdiice^ jurifdidion iii civil and crimir 
pal caufes with fome liaiitations ; an^i h^ 
.^ .ftatod. rpvjenue arifing in diflfcrpnt placf ? 
^from. difiereQt djuties and i^cs. In cafe 
^f>S ^exwStion or mal*^4miniftraUoB, ^n 
**P^e?l .always lies fron). the. hiailiff;^o 
? the 
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• Iqi^s : and tjie place^ the tkoq, }^d^th^ 
^mbers who receive the ^ppe^r are/ftll 
regulated with the utmoft exaftnefs. With 
rclp<^ to this of Sargans, and the others 
bplopging to the eight antient cantons 
conjointly j at the conclufion of the gene- 
^aji diet held annually at Frauenfield in 
Tl^urgovy, the deputies of thefe cantons 
refolve themfclves into a Syndicate, exa-« 
nji^e the accounts of the public revenues 
as delivered in by the bailiffs of the re-. 
i^CRS^ive diftri6ts, and receive and judge all 
appeals j in fpme cafes, Hnally ; but in 
th^ more important ones an appeal lies 
from this affembly to the fuperior tribu- 
nal pf each canton. The theory of this 
inilitution, has a plaufible appearance of 
impartiality : but how far the praftice ac- 
cords with the theory, I cannot pretend 
to de|:cfmine. Whether a bailiff, who is 
guilty, of extortion, is eafily brought to 
jju/liQC| or more eafily fcreened ? how far 
t^ie jjicinbers of the* Syndicate are liable to 
inj^Viq^ex or open to corruption ? l^ow 
^^ j(I>e qcpence of appeals rendfrj them 
^jjA^y cafes impra6licable to the poorer 

inhabitants } 



\ 



[ 45 J 

i * • r 

inhabitants ? arb queftibns which can-r 
ncrf tl^/felWered '\mi'hf\z jiei^foh T^ 
^bre irtforftitd xroncerning thefe toiit&dl^ 
jifllicethan I have had an opportunity to 
Be;'' 

' *X^e arrived late at the town of Wali 
lihftadt : it is incorporated into the bail- 
liagejof Sargans, but enjoys feveral diftin£t 
pfivilegies. This little towii derives its 
eidffence from being the paiTage of the 
mefchahdife tranfported from Germany 
through the Grifons to Italy. This com-* 
nninication occafions the frequent refort 
hither' of Italian merchants ; and that 
language is fpoken by many of the inha- 
bitants : a circumftance of great fatisfac^ 
tion to me ; as from my ignorance of 
the Gwman I have been frequently hiucK 
ftteightened in obtaining all the informa- 
tion I want. Our landlord (peaks Italian, 
and has httn very accurate in his anfwers 
to rhy queftions relating to the number 
6( inhabitants, the government of the 
town, its dependence upon the bailiff, its 
|)fiyileges, &c. Nor is this to be won- 
d^ed at : for the innkeepers in Swtflei^* 

land are moMyiurgefes, and are frequenti-^ 

-' c;c, -:^: . •' .. :'vn: /' :. \mem6en 
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mtmhfr's of the fovereign council; fceiides 
that, frbm the very nature of 'their go-* 
♦ernrijfcftts, the Swift in general are well 
jhforfticd' bf - every thing relating to^ their 
particular conftitutions* I have alfb held 
a loiig cQiiverfatioji in the fame language" 
with a hurgcfs of Claris, who has fiir- 
tiSflifed nie with fome information I can 
Uepend* upon, in relation to that canton i 
which we- puipofe vifiting to-morrow. I 
endeavour, to afcertain the truth of thefb 
informations;, by procuring as miny as I 
can from different perfbns of all ranks > 
by laying them together ; and then com- 
paring theni with the written accounts, if 
there be inf. 

Our ftay- is fo fhort in moft of the 
placeis we pafs through, that I caringt 
"cxpefl: to. gain, an accurate knowledge of 
every circumftance I wifh to be acquaint- 
ed with : but, though t may omit many 
things that are worthy of your curiofity, 
yet.r fhall atteft nothing,, of the truth of 
which I am not ^perfeflly convinced, ft 
is the fault of inany travellers,^ tjo writer 
from what they have read, and not from 
what they have feen; and" to exaggerate? 

ths 
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-^K relatbns of others ; but I pronwfi yqu 
that I will dcfcribc nothing, of yhidrl 
have not been an cye-witnefs. The re?- 
mai^s I fhall tranfmit to yon, will be 
the genuine rcfiilt of my own IfeeHngs; 
and I had even rather be frequently wrong 
in my fentiments and refleftions, than 
fervikly follow the obfervations of others* 
On this yon may therefore depend i that 
though the conchifions may perhaps be 
^ialfe, tbc fafts will certainly be true : 
and I flatter myfelf you will readily par- 
don any error in judgment, when my in- 
tention is neither to exaggerate ojr to dt- 
ceive, 

Wcfcn, Jtily ag. 

The laSc of Wallenftadt is about fix- 

• • • 

teen miles- in length, and two in breadth: 
it is entirely bounded by exceeding high 
moiwitains, except to the eaft and weft. 
From this fituation, a breeze generally 
blows from thofe two quarters, beginning 
at the break of day^ and continuing for 
fome- hours ; then changes from weft to 
eaft till fon-«fet : this breeze is very con- 
Veaient for the tranfportation of the njer- 
xhmidife. Sometimes however a violent 

north- 
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nortk- wind rufhes dovm from the nom- 
taxas, and. renders the navigation danger* 
ous. We were afTured by the inhabi- 
tants, and by the watermen who rowed 
us from Wallenftadt to this place^ that 
the breeze above mentioned was generally 
conftant : but we cannot attefl it from our 
own experience ; as we fct out this morn- 
ing about eight, and the wind was di- 
redlly contrary the whole way, blowing 
from weft to eaft. The weather, 'tis true, 
was heavy, overcaft, and rainy, which 
might caufe perhaps this occafional va- 
riation. 

The lake is uncommonly wild and pic- 
turefque, and affords a perpetual variety 
of beautiful and romantic fcenes. On the 
fide of Claris, the mountains which bor* 
der upon the lake, are chiefly cultivated i 
enriched with wood ; or fine meadows ; 
and ftudded with cottages, churches, and 
fmall villages ; the Alps of Claris rifing 
behind ; their tops covered with fnow. 
On the other fide, for the moft part, the 
rocks are exceedingly grotefque, craggy, 
inacceffible, and perpendicular: but here 
and there a few cultivated necks of land 

I are 
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are formed at tlie very edge of the lake, 
and at the bottom of the(e very rocks ; 
exhibiting a beautiful contraft to the 
barrennefs above and around theni. Nupa- 
berlefs water-falls, occafioned by the mdt^ 
ings of the jfiiows, fall down the fides of 
thcfe rocks irom a very confideirable height^ 
and with an almoft inconceivable variety j} 
foine of them feemin|; to glide gently iii 
cih:ular direftions ; others forq[iing vaft 
tdhents, and rufhing into the lal^e with 
nolle and violence : all of them .changing 
thttr form and their poiitioii as we ap-^ 
proached or receded from them. The 
lake is exceedingly clear^ deep, and cold, 
and, as we were informed, never freezes. 
There is nothing remai-kable iij .this 
places being a fmall village fituated al- 
mbft upon the point where the river Lihth 
ifliies from the lake of Wallenftadt : that 
fitile river is joined by the Limmat, and 
falh into the lake of Zuric. 



t • 
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LETTER VI. 



Claris, July a^ ^ 

THE canton of Claris was formerly 
fubje£t to the abbefs of the con- 
vent of Seckinguen in Suabia : the people 
however enjoyed very confiderable privi- 
leges and a democratical form . of govern-^ 
ment, under the adminiftration of amayor, 
appointed by the abbefs^ but chofen among 
the inhabitants. Towards the latter end 
of the thirteenth century, the emperor Ro- 
dolph L obtained the exclufive admini* 
ftratioii of juftice s and not long after- 
wards his fon Albert, having purchafed 
the mayoralty, which had infeniibly be- 
come hereditary, re-united in his perfdh 
the whole civil and judicial authority* Ac- 
cordingly that prince, and his immediate 
defcendents the dukes of Auftria, opprefibd 
the people, and ruled over them with- an 
abfolute fway. In 1350, Schweitz^ af- 
iifted^by Zuric, Lucerne, Uri, and Un-' 
derwalden, expelled the Auftrians from the 
country of Claris, re-eftablifhed the de*- 
mocracy, andreftored liberty to the people* 

Claris 
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Claris now entered into a perpetual ^-^ 
ance with its deliverers, and was received 
into the Helvetic confederacy with feme 
reftridions^ which were not abolifhed un- 
til 1450. At that time it was the fixth 
canton, but is now the laft in rank of the 
eight antient cantons, as they are called i 
being fb diftinguifhed, becaufe, from th? 
acceffion of Zug and Berne in 1352, more 
than a century elapfed before a new riiem- 
bcr was admitted. Thefe antient ^ cantons 
*have alfo feveral {>rilrileges fuperior to the 
five others ; the lattet having fubmitted 
to fome particular reftriftions, upon their 
being received into the Helvetic league. 
. The people of Claris enjoyed their liber-- 
ties unmolefted till 1388, when the Au- 
ftrians made an irruption into the canton^ 
with a force fufficient, as they arrogahtly 
tiiought^ totally to fubdue it; pillaging 
the country, and maffacring the inhabi- 
tants. It Was then that three hundred and 
fifty troops of Claris, affifted by thirty 
Switzers, refifted the whole ftrength of the 
Auftrian army : the former were pofted 
advantagedufly upon the mountains^ and 
the latter, tothe number of fifteen thotr- 

E % fand, 
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fand, ctt A village oall^ Nd^ell. in this 
fituation tbe Auflxians befgah the attack s 
but were foon compelled to retrtet with. 
great precipitation^ by a fhower of ftones 
poured upon them from the heights t in 
this moment of confufion^ the inhabitants 

• 

itiftied down upon the enemy with fuch 
redoubled fury, that they broke their 
ranks ; and, having madb an Immenfe 
llaughter, forced the remainder to retire 
from the canton. Thefe furprifing vi6to-* 
lies, gained by a handful of men agaittft 
an enemy fo much fuperior in niimber (in-- 
ftances . of which are by no meattS rare in 
the hiftory of Swifferland) render the 
wonderful combats of Marathon dhd t*la- 
teea, when the Greeks repulfed the nu-^ 
merous hofts of the whole Perfian empire, 
perfeftly credible. The fanie love of inde- 
pendence, the fame dread of flavcry, and 
tlie fame attachment to their country, 
animated the refpe6live nations to the 
feme deeds of heroifm j And in both in-* 
ftances viftoiy was followed by the fame 
glorious confequence : for the SWifs, asi 
well as the Greeks, owe the rife and pre-^ 
iervation of their liberties to that magna-^ 

nimous 
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ninious and determined valour which pre- 
ffcrs death to living under the fcrvile do- 
mination of an arbitrary defpot. The peo- 
ple ftUl celebrate the anniverfary of this 
viftory, which infured their independence 
fqt ever : md J faw near the village of Nae»- 
|«ls fevcral ftones, with no other infcrip- 
tion than 1 388 : an infcription which no 
more requires explanation, to an inhabi- 
tant of the canton^ than the glorious acra 
of 1688, to an Engliftiman, 

In the fixteenth century, the reformat 
tion was introduced into this canton, but 
pot exclufively : both religions are toler- 
ated, and the two fefts live together in the 
greateft harmony. This union is the more 
remarkable, when we confider the |atal 
quarrels that havd been kindled in, SwiiTer- 
land on account of religious tenets ; and 
that in Appenzel the divifion between 
the two fe6ts is diftinftly marked by their 
inhabiting dif&rent diftrifts, and living 
under fcparate governments. In feveral 
l^rts of this canton, the Proteftants and 
Catholics perform fervice in the fame 
churchy one after the other *, and all 
lUe o$ce$ of Itate 4re amicably adrnini*- 

E 3 itered 



ftercd by the two parties. During the pr€- 
fcnt and rfie preceding century, the Protec- 
tants have encreafed confiderably in num« 
ber ; and their induftry, in ev^ry branch 
of commerce, is greatly fuperior : an evi- 
dent proof how much the bigotry and fu- 
pcrftition of the church of Rome fetters 
the genius, and depreiles th? powers of 
exertion. 

The government is entirely democrati- 
cal : every perfon of the age of fixteen hag 
a vote in the Landfgemmdf or general af-: 
fembly, which is annually held in an open 
plain. This alflembly ratifies new laws, 
lavs contributions, enters into alliances, 
declares war, and makes peace. The hatir 
damman is the chief of the republic, and is 
chofen alternately from the two fe£b; 
with this difference, that the Protejiant vt^ 
mains three years in ofEce, the Catholic 
only two. The manner of eleftion is as 
follows : five candidates arc chofen by the 
people, and thefe draw lots for the charge, 
irhe other great officers of ftate, and the 
bailiffs, are taken alfo by lot from a certain 
'Tiumber of candidates propofed by the peb- 
' pic. The executive power is vefted in the 
' ' ' *' \ ^ council 
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council of regency, compofed of forty- 
j^ght Proteftants, and fifteen Catholics: 
each fe6l has its particular court of juf- 
tice J jand, when there are any law-fuits be- 
tween two peribns of different religions, the 
cafting voice among the five or nine judges, 
who are to determine the caufe, is always 
of the fame religion as the defendant. 

Cattle, cheefe, and butter, conftitute the 
principal commerce of the canton. The . 
cattle are fed in fummer upon the Alps : 
and it is computed that ten thouland head 
of large cattle, and four thou&nd fheep, 
are pafbired during that feafoii upon 
the mountains belonging to this canton. 
There are alfb fome manufaftures of linen ; 
and the inhabitants make a confiderab}e 
quantity of thread. 

July 30. 

I am jufl returned to Claris, after hav- 
ing made an excurfion towards the extre- 
mity of the canton : it is entirely enclofed 
by the alps, except towards the north j and 
^ there is no other entrance but through this 
opening, which lies between the lake of 
Wallenftadt and the mountains feparat- 
ing the canton of Claris from- that of 
^^gtmntz. Foot^paflengers indeed may 19 



fummei^ traverfe thefe alpa tp l^e Qii(9i(]$ v| 

on pnp Me, and to Uri oa the 9(her : bat 
thefe paths^ which even in the midft ^ 
fummer are barely paiSahle, ar^ ^fi wii^tpi: 
abfolutely impra(5ticable. At the entrance i 

above-mentioned, the canton reaches, frongi 
the bank^ of the Linth to the fartheft ex- 
tremity of its alps, about thirty milesi; 
forming a valley, which becomes narrower 
as you advance, and is fcarcely mor^ th«mi 
^ mufket-fhot in breadth at the bui^h of 
Claris. It afterwards opens by (I^Si'^^j 
* and about a league from the laft-inen«- 
tioned burgh, is 4ivided by tb^ Freyherg 
mountains : at the point of this diviiv^iji 
the two rivers, Limmat and Sernft, unites 
We continued through the largefl: of 
thefe vales } which, though very narrowf, 
is exceedingly populous. You have been 
at Matlock in Derbyfhire, and I remem- 
ber your admiration of. its beautiful 9X^4 
romantic fituation : the Icencry of this 
vale is of the fame caft, but infinitely 
more pi6lurefque, more wild, more va- 
ried> and more fublime. The Limmai 

m 

is much broader and more rapid than the 
Derwent; and the hillocks of the Pe^ 
(for 1 may fo call them comparatively). 

m 
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«i« mere indte^hiils to fl^ atpB of CUris. 
*rhe(e {lkt|>^ndons cbi^ths of focks are ^br 
iblutely perpendicularj ^prp^b one ^o* 
tkef fo near ^nd aro f^ high^ tliat tb^ fua 
maj be f;2dd to fet> even in fummQf ^ at f&\ir 
in the afternoon. Oh each fide are num« 
hers of thoie w^ter-falls we had b0$n {o 
ibruck with during oiir paffage over th$ 
ld;e of Wallenftadt i one in particular^ 
near the village of Rnti^ that foamed down 
th$ ileep fidei of a mbuntain^ from the 
mid^ of a hanging grove of trees. I was 
^ captivated with thefe enchanting icenes^ 
that I could not help Hopping every mor 
ment to admire them : as often as I did 
fo, our guide, not ccMiceiving it poflible 
that thefe delays coi^ld be owing to ai^y 
other cauie than the lazinefs of his horf^ 
never failed to fhike the poor beafl: ^ and 
continually awakened xtxc out of my rap^ 
turous contemplations. As I could not 
^ak to be underftood in German, it was 
ibme time before I could make him com* 
prehend by figns, that I flopped by choice^ 
and wiihed to go my own pace. After 
having rode about ten miles, we ^uitt^l 
gor horfes and walked. Near Leuge)bac^| 

a confiaer-i 
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a conilderable rivulet is formed at once by 
two ftreams^ burfting from the ground 
at the foot of a mountain, which after a 
few paces unite, and fall into the Limmat : 
befides thefe two principal branches, there 
are feveral other fmaller ones, together with 
numberlefs little fountains that gufh from 
the rock.— The ckamefs o( the ftreams i 
their rapidity and murmuring found ; the 
trees that hang over the point from whence 
they iiTue ; the rude rocks above ; the rich 
meadows and the icattered hamlets around 
•^all together form an affemblage of the 

inoft lively and pleafing objcfts that ever 
entered into a beautiful landfcape* 

We crof&d the Limmat feveral times, 
which runs through the valley with all the 
violence of a torrent ; and came at length 
to an amphitheatre of mountains, where 
the vale ended : on our right-hand a fall 
more confiderable than any we had yet 
feen, tumbling down perpendiculariy a 
bare rock in a large body of water ; the 
alps on each fide crowned with inacceft 
fible f(n*efts, and covered with everlaftiiig 
fnow ;. before us a pyramidical nwiintain, 
and craggy ; and the glaciers oJF Claris 

clofmg 
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jcloftftg the view. Here the vale, and tli9 

«■ 

habitable ^ part of the canton, ter ininat^. 
We then quitted the plain, and afceiiding 
through a wild foreft of beech and pines, • 
continued more than an hour mounting a 
very fteep and rugged path^ till we came 
to the Panten-Bruck, a bridge over the 
cataraft that forms the Limmat, which is 
iiere called the Sand-bach : it roars from 
the glacier down the fteep mountain in one 
unbroken fall; and, a little way before its 
arrival under the bridge, works itfelf a 
fubterrs^eous paflage through the rock, 
where it is loft only to appear again d3&- 
ing out with increafed violence and preci- 
{)itation. This bridge is a fingle arch of 
ilone^ of aboQt feventy feet in lengthy 
thrown over a precipice of above tkrae 
Iiundre4 feet in depth. It ferves as a com*- 
tnxmication with the upper alps, and is the 
paflage for the cattle which are fed there 
^during the fummer4nonths i on the ether 
fide fbme goats came jumping around iiit, 
land foemed to welcome .us to their drc^iry 
Jbabitations. . Thefe mountains are covisred 
»ilh a vaft vaticty of larc herbs^^id beott^ 
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j|lfur fwcct-fcented flowers, which made 
me regret that 1 had not ptirfued my bo- 
tanical ftu4ie9. As I leaned upon the pa- 
j-apet of the bridge, and looked down into 
the chafm beneath, my head almoft turned 
giddy with the height. The rock, down 
which the Sand-bach drives, is compofed 
of ilate, of which there is a jgreat quan- 
tity in this canton : the principal mine is 
in the valley of Semft, where they make 
large flabs that ibrve for tables, and which 
form t coniidenihle article for exportation* 
After we had continued fome time admir- 
ing the fubHme horror of the fcenery, we 
defcended into the vale, and made a hearty 
meal upon fome excellent bread, honey, 
butter, and milk, with which a neigh«. 
bottrii^ cottage fbpplied us. As the can<« 
ton almoft entirdiy confifta of rich mea- 
dows, the,B^ and butter are delicious; 
and the honey of thefe mountainous coun- 
tries is moft exquifite. Nothing ddightt 
me fo much as the infide of a Swiis cotn- 
tage: all thofe I have hitherto vifited^ 
con^ the livdieft image of cleanlineis» 
€sSt, and fimpHcity; and cannot but 
5 ftrongly 
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ftrongly. imprefs upon the obfenrer a moft 
pleating conviction of the peafant*s hap-^ 
pinefi. 

If I had ne\fer feen thefe little democrat 
tical Hates, I could have formed no idea 
of the general equality and indiftinftioii 
that prevails among the inhabitants. Alf 
the houfes^ like tbofe of Appenzel, are built 
of wood ; large, folid, and compad; with 
great penthoufe roofs that hang very Iqw^ 
and extend beyond the area of the foonda-; 
tion. This peculiar ftrufture is of ufe la 
keep off the fiiow ; . and, from its Jfingu-* 
larity, accords furprifingly with the beau-^ 
tiful wildnefs of the country. The houies 
of the richer inhabitants in liie principal 
burghs, are of the fame materials : the only 
difference confifts in their being larjger* 

If that fort of government be confefledly 
the beft, which conftitutes the greatcft 
good of the greateft number in the CQito- 
ftiunity i thefe little ftate$> notwithftand- 
Ing the natural de^Cts of a democratical, 

ft 

conflitution, may )uflly claim a large; fhare 
of.our approbation. General liberty:, ge- 
neral independence, and an exemptibtt, 
from arbitrwy taxes, arc bleUings which 

amply 
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amply compenfate for a want of thoKe re^ 
finements that are introduced by opulence 
and luxury. However, it is only in theib 
fmall republicsy and in fuch a ftate of fo« 
ciety^ that this kind of general democracy 
can have place ; where there are not any 
perfons fo rich as to gain an undue af^* 
cendency over the people by largeffes ; and 
where, if they err in thdr councils, it is 
an error of the judgment and not of the 
hearts When a general corruption of the 
latter prevails, the evil is incurable, becaufe 
the laws cannot reach it. In democracies,' 
the machine of government is confider- 
a^Ly, indeed clogged by that variety of 
wheels required to put it into motion ; but 
at the (ame time, it is not neceflary here 
that its motions, fhould be fudden and ex^ 
peditious, as ^ere is no fear of an inva- 
fion from without, and as the people have 
no conquefts df her to make or to defend { 
their principal policy confifHng in maia- 
taining their independence, and in pre-^ 
ferving the public tranquillity. 

The police is well regulated throughout 
Swifferland 5 and even, in thefe democra- 
tical flates, liberty does not degenerate into 

licentiouf** 
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ficentioufiiefs : we may except, pertiaps, 
the day of their general aflfemblies, when 
it is impoffible to prevent fotne degree of 
confufion in a meeting, where there is 
fcaixrely any diftinftion of perfons, and 
where every peafant coniiders himfelf as 
equal to the firft ma^ftrate. 
'. Our hoft is an open-hearted, honeft 
Swifs : he brings his pint of wine with 
him, fits down to table with us, and chats 
Without the leaft ceremony. There is a 
certain fbrwardnels of this kind whidk I 
i:annot bear^ when it apparently is the 
<Se&, of impertinent curiofity, or fewning 
pfficioufnefs ; but the prefent inftance of 
frank familiarity, arifing, as It evident^ 
does, from a mind confcious of its nature 
«juality, and unconftrained by arbitrary 
diftindtions, is highly pleafing to me ; as { 
prefer the fimple demeanour of unfbphif-* 
ticated nature, to all the faUe refinements 
of artificial maniiers, 

I am, &c. 
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Einfidlin, Jutyju 

WE could not pafs tkn>ugh this pait 
of the. country^ without making 
% pilgrimage to Einfidlin, and paying our 
nfyc&s to this ceiehrated fiirine: an oi)« 
jeB, of much devotion among the Catho« 
lies. £infidlin^ or Notre Dame de^ Her« 
ijaiSxs, is a rich\and magnificent abbey of 
fienedi6i:ines in the canton ^ Schwdtz^ 
which owes its celebrity to the miraculous 
image^ as it is called^ of the Virgin Mary^ 
The ridiculous tales they relate of the on- 
Iptn and aggrandifement of this abbey^ are 
ib many melancholy inftances of the cre<^ 
diahty uf the darker ages : that they are 

ii 

fiill believed in the pref^t enlightened 
century^ muft. be attributed to the force 
of habitual prejudice ; and at the famft^ 
time prpwi, how difficult it is for the 
human mind to {hake oflf tho^ fuperfU-^. 
tious errors^ which it has early imbibed 
under the fanfiified name of religion. 
In the ninth century a certain hermit 
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bdled Meinrad» was tlie firil wfaor ittired 
to this plaee> where he built a chapel^ 
and wa^ iiflafiinated l^ robbers. ^ But (halt 
I tell jod,/ or (what is dtore to the pxxr^ 
poie) will you believe ine if i tell you^ 
that this murder was difcoyered. by twa 
trowS) who followed the aifaflbis to Za-: 
ric, vthcn they were feized and executed ? 
Soon aifter thi4 the dead body bf St. Mein- 
rad muft of courie work miracles j and 
aQ die World pilg;ninifes to hiis bones. The 
fanftity of this place being thus efta-^ 
bliihed^ ibtne bne (for whether it were 
St; Beniio or St. Ebefhard, or what other 
fidnt I cannot precifely determine) built 
* another chapeli which he dedicated to the 
Virgin^ and laid the firft foundation of 
the abbey ; having bequeathed ' for ^ that 
purpofe all his fortune : and the pious 
fund was ibbn cbnfiderably augmented by 
fubfequent donations; Shall I tell you al^ 
fo that in 948, Conrad bifhop ef C6n« 
ftanee^ as he was goin^ to confecratd the 
chajitoU heard A voice from heaven^ affur-^ 
in^ hhn> that God hiinfelf had . conie-^ 
crat^ it ? Whatever was its origin^ and 
wito^ver was its fotinder 1 crouds of piU 

F grims 
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{^ins refert liither ftiom aU quarters td 
itdore the Yii^, and to prefent thdr of- 
fdrings ;. aod it if computed, that upoii 
the moft moderate caknlation^ thuk num- 
ber amounts yearly :to ioc,ooo. The cir^ 
cuipjacfexit comitry ytas formerly one oon-- 
titivedfoceil/ whidi fince the careftion of 
^ abbey has heeii ^gradqally converted 
ioCo rich .paftures iahd besiutifal meadows -z 
laid this is.a miracle .'whidi the Vir^d, m 
a certain {ek&y caay truly bp faid to have 

petfonsed^ . * 

Auguft i« 

I h^vje j«ft been y^fitiag die abbey, tiie 
ehfipH of the. Nxrpji^ and her inmenie 
tres^res^ Tb^ church of the abbey is a 
huge and magnj^cent building, but ex<» 
Ittbits a reiAarkablc^edmen of falietaAe, 
by i;mng baded with bad paintings, and 
fup^uous omaxtients* In the aile not 
far ftOjBk the entrance, is a fmadi and ele- 
gant marble chapd of the Corinthian or* 
der r tbis is the celdurated (hrine of the 
Virgin, to which the pilgrims reCbrt. On 
the outfidfi an atigel fupports the f^ow* 
ing iniciiption ; 
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Ovtfr the door Is i'plats of filver witk 
five holes, into Whlifh I ikw feveral per* 
"forts thfufting thdif fihgferd, aiit! praying 
Utthe Aifte tinid with ^atl ferVoftf : up- 
V)n ■ 6hqtiiry 1 fbunilj that the trtatilbus 
people believed theTe holes td 1» thfc 
matks of God'i fingers. 'Itt .thtfinfi^e 
«f this cliapd is the irfi^^ bf ffie Vir- 
gin, which vies With tiie lady bf Lbretf 6 
both in ieauij^ of countehance'iirid rich- 
nefs of apparel ) her ^e, as welt as that 
of thfe child fhe holds iri her dfms, be- 
iftg black. She is ricKly dfelfed, khd every 
Vre6k fhe change* her garment ; hei* wajid- 
robe confiftirig 6f fifty-two rffftereni! fliits* 
The riches of the treafury are irnmenfe ; 
cbntamiAg an infinite nun>btt 6f cfFer-^ 
trigs of gold, filver, and preciou^ ftones, 
Arranged in the moft ridiculous marinet 
tmaginable. There were klfb ikulR? and 
iJbnes rithly ornamented ; wKble fkelfetons 
of faints in trtafqueradeV and 6*f ladies 
with ruffles, fly-caps, atidi|n6ridi<j appa- 
rel as if dreffed for a ball. Whafd wretch- 
ed infult upon poor human natdie ! I could 

F a not 
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not help confideiing them with a mixture 
of pity and indignation > as the oftcrings 
of ignprance before the flirin* of bigotry 
and fiiperftition. The miracles which the 
Virgin baa wrought in tliis country are 
infinite,.if we. may judge frwn the pro- 
digious number of figures of ears, eyes^ 
,legs,; arms, heads, &c. prefettted by thofe, 
who fancied themfelves refpediivelj cured 
in thofe feveral tnembers, by the fwwer 
of this wonder-working image, : 

I wa$. glad haweyer to find^ in.tbe midfb 
of thip fuperftitious trumpery, a good li- 
brary, . which: contained fomc very fine 
jediti^ns of r the claffics , 

In this'place there is a confiderable traf- 
fic carried on, of rofaries, crofies, little 
images, (ic ; and theie are rows of (hops> 
whei*^ nothing is to be purchafed but thefe 
neceilary appendages of the Roman ca- 
tholic religion : it has all the appearance 
of a . fair. There jis> alfo a room in the 
abbey, where the fame kind of merchan- 
dife is* expoied to fale ; and one of the 
friars- attends ta receive your money, and 
very gravely aiTucea you, that the feveral 
'articles have toudhed the ^facred image. 

Among 
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Among other curiofitics of this kind, I 
purchafed two ribands, for two pence' 
each, with the following inicription upon 
them : 'C^ tiubaH enfier, eft id imgaeur 5 
jufquaU irak eft TepaiJJeuri de 'V image *^i nd^ 
tre daMe ai* bermites. ' // a louhhii hmage 
miracukufi. • • — » * . ! 

Is it Wcdible, that ih - tliis enfiglitened' 
age, the moil notofiotrs fupcrflidon ^and 
jmpofture* ean appear *thds barefaced*? I 
muft corifefe that tfifefe v imjiofitfoiiS fiilej 
my irt^gnation : and;- though it;«* ey- 
'• ceedsi ill power ^' face'* W'ktep oriels' 
countenance at their • glaring abfurdity |^ 
yet every friend to true religion cartnot at 
the fame tinie but feel- ftnfibly ftibcked, 
to fee the purity of genuine chri(Hanity 
thus fhamefuUy difgilifed and proftitmed. ' 

This abbey (confifting of fixty Bene-* 
diftines that ele£t the abbot, who Is titu- 
lar prince of the empire) is veiy rich; and 
has coiiflderable revenues' ih the' canton 
pf Zurlc, .' . . ' . 

Theeveiiiing, yeftenlay, beitig »^ne arid 
cool, I walked from £ifffidlin to thi^ place. 
A^f we had> afcendiod about three: miTes^ 

F 3 afi^? 
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a^fine vipw of thQ laki$ of Zurie, and of 
tb? adj^ent couiitiy> opipn^ upoiiL us at 

t^a^tifu^ ^ the folemn i^illnef^ ^f t^e eveh^ 
ing| the cal^mefs of die l^ke^i gnd the tints 
of thp, rating fun^ which glowed around 
thehorifon, very much improved its pharm^. 
W)>eQ we arfty^d ,at th« lake^ the mooa 
began to rife ; and^ throwing \ts Veams 
a^rofs t:he wf ter^ formed another fcene^ 
more mild indeed, but not left ^fi^ing. 
We theij prpfled tl^e bridge of Rapper- 
fch^^fyl^ biiUt oyer th^narroweft part of 
the U^i it meafured near 1700 paces, 
"l^he tc^i^ is pleafantly fituated upon ^ 
peck q£ land oif promontory, that juts out 
i^t^o ih!^]akfi. It formerly put itfelf un- 
der the >pvote3:ion of Uri, Schweitg, Un-f 
derw,a|dea, ^nd Claris, with a referve of 
all jtf griyileges ; b^it thef? c^tons (hame-« 
fully Qj^efling^ the ird^abit^nts, .and en^ 
croacbi^ i|pon ^beii^ fiberti^ ; Zuric and 
Benw took poffeff»on qf the tov^ii in iyt2j 
?tnd rcftqred tci them their antient riglits. 
f«»»*fea«rjienb4 ;R^ has been 

i^p^ t^pr«Haji» fif Zur^^^^ dndi 
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~\sf its neittrallty . %f tbk treaty tlie town 
reoovend ftS'lbms^ (fllii^DgMivet^y jtid t&e 
inhabixancs, m f0fiirii<»/ o# tkesr grati- 

tion onreit the pta»\ Jbnich ^Mihusjldr^ 

■ • 
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YEaT£RDAY wt ^foitil liURulfllafly 
/nntfa. the Capu^i^ V^i«rs atu Rap- 

in (o fumptiKHis a • aaAiMr* Ic < wath one* 
of their peat feaft>clsiyi} and aaeor^gljr. 
they gavsnis eii«rrxpoj|SM« vanity oCfi^Ai- 
vreter iiik, wdch whi»h $ke lekb and the 
neij^bporisg: nwrs-'apottodh >Tb9-'<coA«- 
vent ia ^ftu^r ii|M»a^ the < ffd^e ^ tii» liiiafeer» 
and commanils- £rom- P»ine of . tht spmtn- 
nnnte a<veiy a|9r|e^A)te fi<o^)ie&^}(- the li- 
brary is. fa^.'far ^ plMfi^Mfiftrljroom, 

€«Saof |heaioaltt4«%6*ikH> an^yet nolP 

F 4 inconvenient) 
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lMf)l^9m9lU7 ^r. de^nlinds does not 
6fliV[$£b c<^flut!9 mypaA jftijikik mo? 
i9iqPff-.$8^% o|)ltev4n0»» IndMd the 
K^Mitz-of tin ordtr M. Ul caknliited for 
tlw-J iPOKifej M i^ :wear. lio^ flurt or 
j^ockihgs, . and 4i:e <:li>l^«i. ki: a jooarfe 
]dnd of brown dru^et robe, which trails 
upon the ground. Strange idea of f^c- 
tily ! as if dirt could be acceptable to the 
Deity. I reflected with particular, fatis- 
^£^on> thi^f^l-was nfit-^om ^ member of 
the Roman Catholic church i as perhaps 
t)\£{ CQiiusa^ds of a papent^ a fudcfen dif- 
ff>pQJ|^|9)i^, PC a momoitai^. fit .of en- 
(t^VI^' iXMgh< htsiffi (tat me. to a convent 
p^: jpapui^tis, wd have wedded ale to dirt 
^, fijpfiff^onifor. Ule. 
:, ;A|fer.-ydiitfi(sr' WQ look- leave of our.itofts, 
a^4 f^^pHf^Jw %wc b]r water : .the lake 
]$ ^e^i^ [\»gt)esi in. Usigtb» and one in 
?)fftf4)tlul iThis.My^of water is .not' jiear 
f? .'^g^ffts^that .of.Conftanceiiiut the 
^r4^, iMtf Aud(^: thicker with . viUages 
^4 ^P9i¥<; a^ as we approached Zuric» 
tj^ €^|;cs[i9f .the .lake wece Ikirted with a 
(^ti^]|^;.r9ng9 ^oC- yitfas^ whwh bjang 

:/ ^ grounds. 
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npoaods, produced a mc3&. pkafing effieA. 
TIr adjODSktt ^nmmtfif iB'^dy cultivated 
att^ iwf^'peo^ed^r^aMd; tblPliW&em part 
iofitlMtlifto appcarb ^ fetirt^lktl^^^Bftaiico 
jbeondittd with^^lwrli^lfttipeiidouit mooa- 
ta»rof> Sdiw^2^i«itid GM^^ t^ fceneiy 
all tagstiK^ is'l^tftlirel^e, lively, and di- 

ZKoie^inui Arnftriy 'an "Imperial city^' 
and obttyMd itoAi the^emj^ror Frederic 
It. vccycrciailflder^te f^Uege^j whic^- 
wenadmitmlGA^ ^and* augmented I^ fi>? 
yerai of his flicce^tt; ni^ti^dvir war be-? 
tsree^jk^did magiftvates and thb people^ m - 
12535; >if«a0'«erf Mar Mdu6ihg^ the city to 
nnns; but the former bdng batlxihed^' 
the citizens, in 13379 eftablifhed a new 
form o£ gavtmmeiit, which was 'confirm*- 
Qdt%' the emptTpt Lottis of Bavaria: The 
aadho^ alter ftveral ^itfeis attempts; were ^ 
at kiigik re^^adixkkteid i but it b^g dii^' 
CDtered that they had engaged in a con-* 
feiracy againfl the citizens, they were all 
dFitiicm put to death* In coiifequencc 
of 'this tfanfa^bn, the nobles iii the 
qjd^i^bourhood. took up inns againll the • 
tOfm-:.«t&Q latter,' tHet hxnat applied 
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which piivUege it ei^ofjrs at prfefentirtev 

uig th^ fi#-jfpnjtaa momJ^ aptfh^fl^ll 
<$n6<|rc|b|»/ j|». «0silt 'ho^ itifi WntiKp 

ib»i«^>f4IA^ h^th^jfinir cMttwiB ttign*^ 

y^! Ibsfu&sAiiiw, tynvn.. and was F^>)iiM 
wil^ greftl lo&« 

Zmic WAS tfa^ fifft (o^niDi* , in 8«ii«iIa:-» 
UnAv ^t ^dgat^ from: i^. chticch a£ 
S^aqnte ; b^i^c^Yttted hy) ^ axgumehu 
t>^° .2^(^l<^ ^* . That fielfibnicd. cofomutr 



* or all the refi}fmcrs (themi^ bx^ elegit 'Mew 
lanSlibtt albnc^ fxcepted^ Zuingle. Teems to pitn 
fie pecAlfctr eftwni: Kc |k)fliffed, to a great 4egr^^ 
tlvtt/i(yf^;f<tf ttlielte'ers, iiM)a^r«^ aiitf charity, Whicli 
9WtH^ch9htddWm pfitOlftcl^ aiid,,aiBidi|. 

all 
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(mail vijUlage. iq ^-^|V)fI;miN9i9i ^m^ 

fio Ids fiipc«Jsfi|l w ifjfw^l^^ liyj h» 
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^}l the 4ifputes betiireen |^ l^uiibm^f. Md Cb« jb0«' 
formed churches, was a confts^nt , advocate &rpfMf' 
and reconciliation. Ife appears indeed to have be^a . 
.pcrifedly free, as well from that narrow bigotry whicli 
fsakcs no ii&in&ion between pointi of tte Mr^ff 
indifFerpjcc;, ^ (fV]fia& qI t)ke £mt«ft iif^iOC^M^rr! 
^s from that overbearing gridej which, while it via* 
lently condemns the opinions, of others, ^flumes tc^ 
Jtfelf infellibiHty with refpeft to its own. i^ a.^rprd • 
it was his pcrfuafion, that, provided chrii|i|ms^K!©. 
i^themoft eflcntial yticlfS} tb^j 99j^t qm^rt%. 
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fytct oi tfiallititiic''paxkd (b.inany eon- 
vwtt^'Ot CZiy«e> Xi«4iere hd'Uad'ilBehit invited 
ttrJllveach) )tlia1f in 1514 the niagifbiites 
^bi^iflied ' tiie- 1M16 j and other CaSudic 
ceremonies, «ad> tiitireduced the reformed' 
lefigiMii TKet dif^Mlteci l)etwien lihe iwo 
ft6t8£V«re^cfi^^Bd'«n whh more tem|>er 
a^d'^nodeifati^in- duMi* is ^tnl m reli^oos 
oMtrtfTdrfitii* = The change, ;.'v<rhich had- 
beett^fomei'-^me in agitation, was finely 
<istiinBitned'byi'a''ploralitr of -voices in l^e 
f<irewigftk:0i»icil : alid the- people readily' 
Miif dIxe&fiMAj obeyed the deeifion of their 
nmgiftratei. »' The example of Zaric was 
fotfti' foltbiwed hj' Beroe; - SdiaiFhaufen^ 
B^ll, v4th part of Claris and Appenzel ; 
th)d Oilier 'cantons continuing to adhere to 
the religioi} of. their ^ceftors, Fron^ 
this period tfee two religionsi have been 
c^biiihed in Swiflerland ; but that har- 
nwByy which had hitherto been preferved 
between thern^ haS bccaiionally been in-* 
tVrrupted.* Indeed even fo early as the 
y^'^SS^^ religioy^ difputes broke out 
wi^.iQ much violence and animofity^ as 
to betafion the firft civil war among the 

cantofis ; in which the Proteftants were 

*. . ^ . » . .' » 

defeated^ 
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defeated^ . and Zuin^eioft.iii&iife at the 
.faa)btiei:o£C«p^l«^^ ;SinQe th«t period two 
^oldier.sdiigioils wars .have: been kindled; 
joiiei m 1 656, in which the^ Cathotiosi gatn* 
led (the advantage ; and. the- othci; m 172 2» 
(when . the: Pj^otcftants proved vi6k«ipus. 
The^ pe»:r of Araw, .whish.putan. end to 
. littieLimliappy difputicsj hu» it is. to^be 
lioped^ finally compofed all religiom. .ani- 
fte^tte^<« By . that treaty >. .which, may , be 
€dn$dered as^* fort of code oi;i(AfS^W. 
;^Qng the Swifs^ the treaitment fi£. ^e 
Pn>teftant8 and Catholics mthe.conutioi^ 
J»iUiag;3S, is regulated. The ^ril ^^i^e 
fla|>ulates, that ia all theprovifK;BS».'\^hich 
ure ful^iefl to cantons o£ dtf&reot ireli- 
gion^ there ihail be a perfeA e^uaUty 
ixctween the two fe6b, and that tbejr ^1 

^ It has been urged againft 2iiingle, as a proof 
of his perfecuting principles, that he was' perfoittUijr 
Cftgaged- in this war againft the Catholics. T^ Ait 
it may be anfwered^ That be had u fed tyexy irgui99it 
iiT his power to bring about a recoAqiliation vbetwpcn 
the contending parties ; that he even openly arfaigned 
tKc'impatient and turbulent zeal of his felloW-citi:iens 9 
(feu; he aded iii obedience to 6xit of tfae'fundartifebt^l 
luWs of the repiblic ; aad that he acooQipanM) the 
by the ^xprefs command of the niagiftr^);^;;. 

both 



'bdtfe «ffl)by'^ fowe ittivaegeS i to whidi 
js~^e<!^dft e3r{>t«{^ ^rohibitiotr to each 
^"l^tty, ftdt td flftfcfe "tife dF ariy ttiths of 
*fai!fefy Of corftempt, iti l|)eakihg df dieii' 

* "^lils Cftntoil aboilntls in torn, wine, and 
:«^£C^iit'^i(fhit«r: it is 46mil€& by 30* 
'Wid' exceedingly = p&Ji\iteus J coittaihing 
'ab6ut aft hundtid and fifty thousand fouls J 
t)f which tti&e 4re upwards of twehre 
iHoAa lA the <&^ltd. the fbvfet^gnty 
i«i&(k!d ejfdtidvtly iii the burgdlbs of the 
toiiwt; «brtflftfei^ h «1! t)f dwnf «w thou- 
%lidj wMeh pecafiaf reftrfftibn strifes 
frtrtti' the" fbiliiWitig tiWUnlftance :— Du- 
rfirg the eartifcr kgtes of the' reptifefic, the 
town being in poflfeffion of btrt a fmall 
ttftent ^f temtcnry, the citizens of courfe 
exejcifed the powers of iCbverdgnty } and 
wtien. they afterwards gradually obtained 
Uofifidcn^Ie- acquifitionsj eithtt* by con- 
qu*^ or pu'rehafe, they ftill refen*ed to 
theaiiielves tlus pre-eminence ; all ' their 
new fubjeifts being excluded from any 
iitre*«i 'd<e go«^rAment. Tliiis' reiharh 
will hoM good witii refpeft to ' ^fte^feVcii 
aiiftdcraticsd cantons. I cannot but' add. 
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ti^roi^h^ittt.iatjA: oif the ftates^cff ^wiffer- 
femj^as tl«y"fel!d6m pr,t«vex tnake^^new 
dtizai, ThbTofe, howtver, in foiae of 
fire republics is tefe kmprAotHy ob^e3 
ifhan in otiiera; . In Zmic indeed tfa^ ci- 
tizen* are £>. tetiadotis df their {»iviteg^3, 
dtat ^as I was infontted by One. qi dbeir 
m«l^^tes) it Is m>w iux htihdred.. ftlict 
fifty years fincc thejr have ft4i3;iitted a new 
cSifeen. 'ilUte 1>\lrg«ib3, .teiUeff ttse #«- 
tranh^e «)f clo^^ing their magifh^«Bi»; ^d 
6f ^piiikg to the adnnikiib'adtHi ^ #urs, 
enjoy the fole light of cowmerce ; iXL 
ftrangers, andr.even fiibje^(?f the canton, 
bctnjj wdndcd from carrying on any trade 
in the city. 

The citizens or burgeiles . of Zurfc, ^e 
di^ded into thirteen tribes : one (Jf thefe 
cohfiife of per^ns who do not exer<jifc 
j^ay trade, and arc catted the nobles* It .is 
£»inewhat extraordinary, that in a re^b- 
lie ^bfolntdy oommcrci.al, ftich a diftincV 
ti^ %pidd-be madei and" that .coinmerce 
nould in ^y relpci^ be confidered .as a 
degradation.- AH the 'odier citizens fol- 
lowing commerce, or cxercifing any trade, 

9 , are 
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are diftributed among the twelve remaiii^ 
ingcIaiTes* 

The legiflative authority is vefted hy the 
burgefles^ in the fbvereign council of two 
hundred; confifting^ however^ of two 
hundred and twelve members drawn from 
the thirteen tribes^ and comprifing the 
ienate or little council.- The latter is 
compofed of twenty-four tribunes taken 
equally from twelve of the tribes^ and four 
counfellors chofen by the tribe of the 
nobles : to thefe are added» twenty coun-- 
iellors eleded by the Ibvereign council; 
and all thefe with the two buigomafters 
make fifty members. Half of this little 
council adminifter the office during fix 
months; at the end of which they are 
fiicceeded by the other half : the prefix 
dent of each divifion is one of the bor^ 
gomafters, who are both chofen by the 
ibvereign council and confirmed amiually« 
They have jurifdidtion in all caufes civil 
and criminal : in the former, when the de« 

« 

mand is of a certain importance, an ap- 
peal lies from the ienate to. the cotmcil 
of two hundred i but in criminal, their 
(entence is final, and, when once pafled, 
there is no poffibility of obtaining any re- 

verfal 
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vcrfal or mltigatioti. .Aacflfc»tei«'i»S»i*Pf 
provided the judges are cautiou* aM-cli^iJ 
tumfpefti and the laws mild : for - tflere 
is no greater encouragement ' to the tbm-i* 
miifion of criraei, than Ae frequency er 
pardons. Such an inftitation howefve/ 
bught netefiarily ta exclude fevetity of 

m I 

punifliment ; and couW never be admitted* 
in a flatei where by the letter of the h,"^ 
the fame puniihment is inHi^tdttpon hiifl' 
♦«rha fteals a ftieep, as upon the man Whd ' 
tnurdy^rs his father. 

GtfcsEt therefore is the p6w«r of f hd le- 
iia;le^ coiifidered in theif colkftive cuptb* 
tity I beiiig abfotute judg^^ in all criminal 
tsLnksi guardians of the police, and alfe^ f his ' 
iele£t body of men from whom the prin J ' 
tipai magiftrates are chofen. But, ats tod * 
^eA a power of indlvidii^ls is dangeidtrs 
in a repttbiic ; the feveral members of this 
aflembly are &tble ttf be- changed t and'st ' 
reviiictai ei^ tofnfirmation is annually madie, "^ 

■ 

in £aiaxi inftaiices by the (b^erei^ eoun-^ 
fcil, in others by the particular tribes trf 
wHlck idle leif^ord belong. Hhs annual 
tevifion is a gr^at check to mal^-admim* 
ftratioii I vid at the fame ^me prevdnts 

O the 
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the fenate from gaining fo great ail in- 
fluence, as to be detrimental to the liber- 
ties of the people. A burgefs is qualified 
to vote at twenty ; is eligible into the fo- 
vereign council at thirty ; and into the fe- 
nate at thirty-five. By thefe wife regula- 
tions, a man muft have had fome experi- 
ence in public affairs, before he is capable of 
holding a charge of any confequence. The 
revenues of government are more than pro- 
portionate to the expences ; which are re- 
gulated with the flrifteft oeconomy. The 
ftate is not only without debts, but a fav- 
ing is yeaily made, and depofited in the pub- 
lic treafury, for a refort upon any fudden 
emergency. It was from this fund that the 
government fupported the whole expence of 
the war in 171 2, againft the Catholic can- 
tons, without impofing any additional tax. 
Sumptuary laws, as well as thofe againfl 
immorality, are here well obferved. The 
former indeed may exift, and be carried 
into execution even among a people much 
corrupted ; for it may be the policy of go- 
vernment to enforce their obfervance. But 
the fevereft penalties will not be fufiicient 
. to prevent crimes of an immoral tendency, 

amidit 
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amidft a general diffolutenefs of manners 1 
it is the popular principles that can alone 
invigorate fuch laws, drid give them their 
full operation. Aittong the Romans, the 
Taws againft adultery Were fevere ; and yet 
where was adultery more praftifed than at 
Rome ? In Zuric it is rigbroufly puhifh-* 
ed, without any diftinftion of rank, by 
fine, by expulfion from office,' and by im^ 
prifonment : but the frequency of this crime 
is not fo much 'reftrained by the penalty 
annexed to it, as from the general good 
morals of the inhabitants. Secret crimes* 
canhot be prevented ; but it is an evident 
proof of public virtue, when open brea- 
ches of morality ar: difcoiiritenanced. 
Among their fumptuarjr laws, the ufe of i 
carriage in the towii is prohibited to all' 
forts of perfons except ftrangers : and it 
is aim oft inconceivable that, in a place 
fo very commercial and wealthy, luxury 
fhould fo little prevail. 

At Zuric there is more of the original 
Swifs fpirit of independence, than in any 
of the large towns of this country. . The 
Ihagiftrates, lefs influenced by foreign 
Courts, and above corruption, corifulf al- 

G a ways 
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ways the *eal advantage of their <:a^tpn^ 
and of the Helvetic confederacy. Zuric 
ftill preferves in the general diet a very, 
confiderable fway ; which (he derives more 
from the opinion entertained of her inte- 
grity, than from her power : (he is looked, 
up to as one of the moft independent and 
upright of the thirteen cantons. 

The city of Zuric ftands upon a gentle 
eminence on the northern extremity of the 
lake : a beautiful fituation, and advantage- 
ous for commerce. For, by means of the 
river Limraat, which iffues from the lakp, 
and dividing the town, falls into the Aar ; 
there is a communication with the Rhine. 
And this advantage has not been neglcft- 
ed ; as the trade of the town is very er- 
teniive. The inhabitants are exceedingly^ 
iiidKftrious, and cariy on with fuccefs fe^ 

veral different branches of m^nufadure i 

• -■•'■ ' ' 

the principal is th^t of crape. Their chief; 

traffic is with France, Ruflia, Italyt and 

Holland. 

Since the reformation many peribns 

have flpunihed here eminent for theLi;' 

learning, in all branches of literature : aiuL 

there is no town in SwifTerland, where Itt-. 

ters 
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tcrs arc more encouraged, or where they 
^rbt?uldvated with greater fiiccefs. I waited 
tfii^ morning upon the celebrated Gefner, 
author of the Death of Abel, and of eve- 
ril idylls, which for their delicate and ele- 
gaht fimplicity are juftly efteem'ed. They 
abound with thbfe nice touches of exqul- 
lite fenfibility, which difcover a mind warm- 
ed with the firieft fentiments ; arid love is 
reprefented in the chafteft colouring of in- 
nocence, virtue, and benevolence. Noi* 
has he confined his fubjefts merely to the 
tender paffion : paternal afFeftion, and filial 
reverence; gratitude, humanity, in fhort 
every moral duty is exhibited and incul- 
cated in the moft pleafing and afiefting 
manner. He has for fome time renbunceci 
^try in order to take up the pencil ; and 
fainting is at prelcnt his favourite amufe* 
mcnt. A tfeatife Whidh he has publiftied 
tin fendftapt-p^nting, fliews the elegance 
m his tafte and the verfatility of his genius ; 
while his compoiitions in both kinds prove 
the refemblance of the two arts ; and that 
die conceptions of the poet and of the 
painter are congenial. I prefer his draw- 
ings in black ahd white, to his paintings ; 
J G 3 * . for. 
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for, although the ideas in both are equally 
beautiful or fublime, his colouring is inr 
fcrior to his defign. He is preparing an 
handfome edition of his writings in quarto, 
in which every part of the work is carried 
pn by himf^lf : he prints them at his own 
private prefs ; and is at once bqth the drawer 
and engraver of his plates. It is to be la- 
mented that he has renounced poetry $ for, 
while ordinary writers Ipring up in gre^t 
plenty ; authors of real genius are rare and 
uncommon. His drawings are feen only 
by a few, and will fcarcely be known to 
pofterity : but his writings are difperfed 
abroad, tranflated into every language, and 
will be admired by future ages, as long as 
there remains any felifh for true paftoral 
limplicity, or any tafte for original compo- 
fition. He is plain in his manners ; open, 
affable, and obliging in his addrefs ; and 
pf fingular modefty : he has nothing qf 
the poet in his appearance except in his 
eye, which is full of fenfe, fire, and ex- 
preffion. 

We waited alfo on Mr. Lavater, a clergy- 
man of Zuric, and celebrated phyfiognp- 
mift, who has publifhed a famous treatife 

on 
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on that fanciful fubjeft. He expreffed him- 
felf badly in French ; but there was an 
agreeable warmth and vivacity in his coun- 
tenance and manner, while he converfed 
upon his favourite fubje6l. That particu- 
lar paffions have a certain efFeft upon par- 
ticular features, is evident to the moft 
common obferver ; and it may be con- 
ceived, that an habitual indulgence of 
thefe paffions may poffibly, in fome cafes, 
imprefs a diftinguiftiing mark on the coun- 
tenance : but that a certain caft of fea-^ 
tures conftantly denotes certain paffions ; 
and that by contemplating the former, we 
can infallibly difcover alfo the mental qua- 
lities of the owner, is an hypothefis liable 
(I fhould think) to fo many exceptions, 
that no general and uniform fyftem could 
be juftly formed upon it. Neverthelefs 
Mr. Lavater, like a true enthufiaft, carries 
his theory much farther : for he not only 
pretends to difcover the charafters and paf- 
fions by the features, by the complexion, by 
the form of the head, and by the motion of 
the arms ; but he alfo draws fome infer- 
ences of the fame kind even from one's 

G 4 hand- 
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hand -writing. And indeed his fyilem i^ 
formed upon fuch univcrfsd principles, that 
he applies the fame rules to all animated 
nature, extending them not qtnly to hruteS| 
but even to infefls. That the temper of 4 
horfe may be difcovere4 by his counte- 
nance, will not ftrike you as any thing ab« 
furd : byt did you ever hear before that 
any quality could be inferred frcnn the phy « 
liognomy of a Bee, or of an Ant ? While | 
give you my opinion thus freely concern* 
ing Mr. Lavater'a noticHis^ you will rea-^ 
dily perceive that I am nqt one of thofe^ 
who are initiated into the myfteries of his 
art. Nor do I mean to cenfu^e indifcri* 
minately the fyflem of that celebrated 
writer : for, notwithftandin^ the extra- 
vagance of fome of his tenets, the fevered 
fridcs allow, that there U a fund of good 
fenfe and a vai*iety of fine obfervations dif» 
peried throughout his treatifq ^ and that it iq 

one of thoie works, which, to be admired, 

• " • ' ■ ■ « 

needs only to be read with attention. 

The clergy of Zuric ar§ in general better 
paid than iii the other Prpteftant cantons j; 
and among that body there are (bm«» who 

arc 
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* aie V9ty decendy provided for : a drcUmt 

fiance rather wicprntncm ii| the Rt^fni«| 
(9r Pfdbyteriafi churches. 

The pubU( gr^naryj on account of its 
^dii^irahle inititution» deferres to foe par^ 
^ 0cullfly mentioned. Com is purchafed 
by governing, apd given out to thofe who 
diooie to biiy it^ at the common prize ; 
bi|t id fealbna of fi:arcity it is fold con- 
fiderably cbeapdr^ than it can be bought 
at the market. The ufe of tlua inftitui* 
tton Appeared iii the late dearth: when 
Imsidi /ron| the dearaeii of conii was fold 
at ten pence the pound, government de^ 
livered the fame quantity for four pence. 

The arfenal is well fupplied with can-- 
lion« arms^ and ammunition ; and con- 
tains a referve of mufHets for thirty 
thoufand men. We faw there, and ad- 
mired, fome qf the two-handed fwords and 
weighty armpur of the old Swifs war- 
nors ; as idfi> the bow and arrow with 
isrhich William TeU is faid to have fhot 
the apj^e off the head of his ion. 

This catiton has a regiment and ibme 
companies in the fervice of France, a regi** 
ment tnthatof HoUand,andfomecompanies 

in 
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in the fervice of the King of Sardinia. It 

has long been a queflion, how far Swif- 

ferland has been benefited by enlifting her 

fubjefts in foreign armies. But, without 

, entering into that enquiry, I {hall only 

obferve, that Zuingle violently declaimed 

againft this pra£i:ice, as introducing a cor- 

ruption of morals : and he had interefl: 

fufficient to prevent Zuric from joining in 

the general alliance, which all the Swifs 

cantons entered into with Francis I. Since 

that period, Zuric continued firm in her 

refufals until the reign of Henry IV. when 

this canton finally acceded to the ti'eaty 

with th^t monarch. 

lam, &c. 



L E T T E R IX, 

Zug, Auguft 5. 

WE walked yefterday to Albis, a fmall 
village about three leagues from 
Zuric, fituated upon the fummit of a fteep 
mountain, which commands a fine view 
of that town, the lake, and its environsT 
We wpre luckv in efcaping a violent fhower 
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* of rain, accompanied with a ftorm of 

thunder and lightning, which had thr^ten*- 

^d for fome time, and began immediately 

vpon our arrival : but we were well houfed, 

and our hoft gave us a good fupper and 

^n excellent bottle of Mufcat wine. We 

were abroad this morning by five, and had 

a very agreeable walk to this place; the 

weather, which had of late been very ful- 

try, being cooled by the lightning and 

rain. We paffed over the field of battle 

at Cappel, where Zuingle was killed ; and 

continued our way alopg the fields through 

g, pleafant country, fo thickly planted with 

friiit-trecs, that I could hardly diftinguifh 

any other foft. Indeed, we had before 

remarked the prodigious number, of thofe 

trees in feveral other parts of S wiflerland ; 

. the country being in many places almoft 

one continued orchaid. 

Zug, the capital of this canton (and 
the only walled town among all the po- 
pular ones) ftands delightfully upon the 
edge of a beautiful lake, in a fertile valley, 
^bounding with corn, pafture-ground. and 
^ruit- trees. This canton formerly belonged 
fo the Houfe pf Auftria ; and it conti- 

nued 
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tturf fiuthfiil to that family when the other 
neighbouring ftates had formed themfSves 
itite independent republics. . As it lies be'-i 
twetttt Zuric and Schweitz, the rommd- 
nication between thofe two cantons wak 
Jo^t up with difficulty ; and by this means 
ircqoent opportunities were afforded to the 
l^oufe of Auftria of invading and harraf-* 
itxlg the SwiTs. Under thefc circuniftanceS, 
the fix allied cantons, in 1 35 1 ^ laid fitge 
to Zug, which was refolutely defended by 
the inhabitants j but as Albert duke of 
Auftria was in no condition to fend theih 
^y afliftance^ the town at Ifength furrcn- 
dered upon the inoft honorjrable condi? 
tidns. The generofity of the conquerors 
wa^ equal to the courage an4 magnani* 
jnity erf the Vanquilhed : for, in coiife- 
que^ce of this fubmiflion^ the inhabitani$ 
of the canton of Zug were delivered from 
the yoke of a foreign mafter, obtained the 
moft allured liberty and independence^ and 
were admitted into the Helvetic confede-. 
racy upon equal terms. 

The , government of this little eantot^ 

is exceedingly complicated ; and the h^ 

habitants of this^^ town have fpmevdiat more 

3 influen;ce, 



. influcuce, and enjoy a gre?M:eF fhare in th» 

adminiftration of affairs, Aan thofe of:tl». 
capital burghs in the fiv^ other dernocf^ 
tical cantons* The fupreme power rf£49 
in the inhabitants of the four diftri^: of 
Zvig, Bar, Egeri, aiyi Meutzjingen ; who 
affembk yearly (like thofe of Glaris. a04 
Appenzel) to enaf): laws« a^d tQ ch^ofe 
their magiftrates. The Landaneanan il 
clefted by the fuffrages of the whole col- 
le6tive diftrifls, but is taken alternately 
from each of the four communities above* 
mentioned : he continues three years in 
oflke, when taken from the difta^ <^ 
Zugi and but two years when chofen from 
each of the three others. And there is 
this peculiar difference between the Bipt 
otheir cantons and that of Zog ; tbat^ 
whereas in the former the Landamraani 
upon the expiration of his office, always 
retain? a con&lerable pre-eminence in the 
council of regency i in the latter, wivni 
he quits his charge, he has not the lecUt 
d|ftin6tion above any other counfelldiv 
The general adminiftration of affairs ii 
entrufted to the council of regency, cam-^ 
pcjfed of forty members ; of which the di- 

ftrift 
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ftrift of Zug fiimifhes thirteen, and tlid 
others are taken equally from the three 
remaining communities. This council, as 
well as the Landamman, refides always in 
the capital town. 

Ofwald, one of our old Britifti kings, is 
the titular Saint of this place ; and in the 
church is his ftatue, 'with the following in- 
(cription : 

San£ius OJwaldus Rex Anglia Paironus hujus Ec" 
clejia. 

This Ofwald wis (if I remember right) 
a king of Northumberland in the feventh 
century ; and is much renowned among 
the monkiih writers for his chaftity, piety; 
jand power of working miracles. I have 
been endeavouring to make out, what con-^ 
ne£tion a Britifh king, under the heptar- 
chy, could have had with a fmall canton 
of SwiiTerland; without reflefting, how 
fruitlefs is the attempt to give any reafoil 
for abfurd cuftoms. In the church of 
Rome, faints are eafily tranfplanted into 
^y.foil; and caprice, as well as fuper- 
ftition, may have inclined the inhabitants^ 

(oi 
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of TAig to adore a faint, whofe name is 
barely known in his own country. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER X. 

Lucerne^ Auguft 6. 

WE took boat at Zug, and being 
rowed acrofs the lake (which is 
about three leagues long, and one broad) 
were landed at a fmall village in the can- 
ton of Schweitz. From thence we walked* 
to Kuffnacht ; and in our way paffed by 
a fmall chapel facred to William Tell, 
erefted on the fpot where, it is faid, he 
fliot the Auftrian governor. At Kuffnacht, 
we embarked upon the lake of Lucerne j 
and were much ftruck upon our. approach 
with the fine view of that town, which 
we thought fuperior even to Zuric in the 
beauty of its fituation. 

Lucerne, originally fubjeft to the houfe 
of Auftria, was continually expofed to the 
inroads of Uri, Schweitz, and Underwal- 
d^jj, after thofe cantons had fecured their 

own 
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0jm liberty and iadependeneeir All Her 
commerce to Italy^ ^^is by this mtins m^ 
terrupted i hit fairs unfrequented ; znd 
li6r citizeiis compelled to be ever in arms/ 
in order to protect their tenitbVy from 
inceflant depredations. Unde'r thefe cir- 
cumftanceSj^ the houie of Auifaia, inftead 
of giving the citizens any effeftaal affiit- 
ance, impi'udently loaded them with ad- 
ditional taxesj as exorbitant a:s they weref 
unjuft. The confequcnce was^ that Lu- 
cerne tnade her peace with the cdnlederat^ 
cantons ; and, having £bon after dnreit 
out the Auftrian party, entered iotd 4 
perpetual alliance with Uri, Schwettz, and 
Underwalden, and became a member o£ 
the Helvetic confederacy. 

The acceffion of Lucerne gave additional 
credit and power to the confederacy ; and 
enabled it, in 1386,- to rdift all the efforts 
of a great and implacable enemy; in that 
year, Lec^ld duke of Auffria invaded 
the canton with a numerous army ; wlied 
tiie combined troops gaazted a bloody w>- 
toiy at Sempachy in which Leopold loil 
iiis life. In the accounts of this battiCi^ 
tak inftsuice of private valour in art ia^ 

vid^ 



Yidual is. recorded; which would have done 
honour to a Grecian or a Roman name, 
Snd only wants the pen of a Thucydides or 
a Livy to be equalled in fame to the ex- 
ploits of the moft admired heroes 6f an- 
tiquity. The Auftriah arinyi far fupefior 
in number, was drawn up in firm bat- 
talion, accoutred in heavy armdur, and 
fumiflied with lorig pikes, whicJh they pre- 
fentdd before them. The Swifs troops 
were led oh to the attack in the form of 
a wedge, in order to open their way in- 
to the ranks of the enemy, and to break 
the folidity of the battalion. The latter, 
neverthelefs, continuing for fome time im- 
penetrable J Arnold de Winkelried, a na- 
tive of Underwalden^ rufticd alone upon 
the enemy to certain death ; and, feizing 
as many pikes as he could grafp, endea- 
voured to force through the ranks : but 
he was killed in the attempt* His pa- 
triotic valour, however, was not exerted 
in vain t it inflamed the Swifs with new 
courage, and taught them the beft method 
of penetrating into the battalion ; which 
they at length eifedied, after the moft def* 
pe^^ate efforts of invincible refolution. 

H Leopold 
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Leopold himfelf might have efcaped, 
when his troops firft began to give way i 
but, with a magnanimity worthy of a 
better fate, he determined, after having 
been a witnefs to the total rout of his 
army, not to furvive fo ignominious a 
day : accordingly he rufhed into the thickeft 
of the enemy, and was (lain. In the arfe« 
nal of this place are ftill preferved his 
armour, together with a large quantity of 
cords; which, according to the tradition 
of the country, he is faid to have brought 
with him, in order to bind the citizens 
of Lucerne. The keeper of the arfenal 
difplayed them to us with the f^me kind 
of triumph, as the man, who fhews the 
Tower of London, points out the chains 
that were taken on board the Spanifh 
armada; which, he tells you, Philip IL 
deftined for the principal nobility of £ng-» 
' land. 

The government of Lucerne is entire- 
ly ariftocratical, or rather indeed oligar^ 
chicaL There are five hundred citizens 
in the town, from whom a council pf 
one hundred, compriiing the fenate or 
council of ftate, are chofen« The forrifeir 

is 
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18 the nominal fovereign ; but the whole 
power a6lually refides in the latter, con- 
filling of thirty-fix members, who are 
formed, like that of Zuric, into two di- 
vifions, which exercife the office by ro- 
tation. But the members of this fenate are 
far from being fubjeft to the fame con- 
troul as at Zuric : for, they are neither 
confirmed by the fovereign coxmcil, nor 
by the citizens, but are only dependent 
upon themfelves ; the divifion which re- 
tires at the end of fix months, confirm- 
ing that which comes into ofiice« BefideSji 
the vacant places in the fenate are filled 
up by their own body ; fo that the power 
remains in the pofleflion of a few patri- 
cian families : and, as the fbn generally 
fucceeds his father, or the brother his 
brother, the fenatorial dignity may be 
confidered, in fome meafure^ as heredi- 
tary. 

The adminiftration of the current af- 
fairs ; the care of the police ; the mana- 
gement of the finances; and the whole 
executive power ; refides in the fenate, . 
wbJch fits conftantly : whereas the fu- 
prerne council is afiembkd only upon par- 
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ticular occafions, for the purpofes of Ic- 
giflation, and the like. The fcnate has 
cognizance of criminal caufes; but in 
cafe of capital condemnation, the fove- 
reign council is convoked in order to pro-t 
nounce the fentence: a praftice worthy 
of imitation ! for, the condemnation of a 
criminal cannot be too maturely weighed ; 
and the more folemnity is ufed in pro- 
nouncing the fentence, the greater efFe£t 
It muft have upon the minds of the people. 
In civil caufes, an appeal lies from the 
fenate to the fovereign council : but this 
muft be a mere formality; as, in efFe6t, 
it is an appeal from the fenators in one 
court to the fame fenators in another. 
Indeed, their influence over the fovereign 
council muft neceflarily be abfolute: for, 
they themfelves conftitute above a third 
of that body ; choofe their own members ; 
are in poffeflion of the principal charges 
of government, and confer moft of them. 
They have the nomination alfp to the 
vacant ecclefiaftical benefices, which are 
very confiderable ; near two thirds of the 
revenues of jhe canton belonging to ^he 
clergy. / 

The 



The chiefs of the repuhlic are two 
Avoyers, who are chofen from the fenatc 
by the council of one hundred, and arc' 
confirmed annually. In all eledions what- 
foever, ther^ations of the candidates, to' 
the third degree, are excluded from voting : 
and neither the father and the fori, nor 
two brothers, can be members of the fe- 
natc at the fame time. Excellent inftitu- 
tions, one fhould* think, to prevent the 
too great influence of family-conneftiphs ! 
excellent indeed in theory, but ufelefs in 
praftice : and this circumftance proves; 
diat when the fpirit of the conflitution is 
purely oligarchical, any laws paffed in 
order to counteraft the power of the 
nobles, are mere cyphers. In fbme few 
inflances, however, the exorbitant autho-' 
rity of the nobles is checked : for, in cafe 
of declaring war and peace, forming new 
alliances, or of impofing new taxes, the 
citizens muft be affembled, and give their 
confent. 

As Lucerne is firft in rank and power 
among the Catholic cantons ; all affairs re« 
la&ve to religion are treated of in the diet 
which aiTcmblcs in this town every year, 
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compofed of the deputies of thofe cantons : 
and the pope's nuncio refides here. The 
town contains fcarcely three thoiifand in- 
habitants; has no manufadlures of any 
confequence^ and little commerce ; and, as 
to learning, it no where meets with lefe en- 
couragement, and confequently is no where 
lefs cultivated. What a contraft to Zuric \ 
The population of the canton has conii- 
derably . encreafed within this century : a 
fure proof of a mild and equitable govern- 
ment. The inhabitants are, as I am in- 
formed, almoft totally engaged in. agricul- 
ture. The fouthern parts of the canton, 
are chiefly mountainous, and furnifh for 
exportation cattle, hides, cheefe, and but- 
ter. All^ the northern part is fruitful in 
com ; the crops of which being more than 
fufficient for the confumptioli of the whole 
canton, there is a conftant exportation of 
this article from the weekly market held 
in the town 3 to which the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring democratical cantons re- 
ibrt, in , order to purchafe that and other 
neceflaries in which their own country is 
deficient. The overplus that is wan^ 
to fupply this market, is drawn ^joxa 
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Suabia and Alface. This commerce, which 
(together with the paflage of the mer- 
chandife for Italy) is the chief fupport of 
the town, might be exceedingly improved 
and augmented, coniidering its advan* 
tageous fituation: for, the Reufs iffues 
from the lake, paifes through the town, 
and, having joined the Aar, falls into the 
Rhine* 

The whole of what is remarkable in the 
town, may be comprifed in a very fhort 
defcription. The cathedral and the Jefuits' 
church, are the only public buildings 
worth obferving ; but they are too much 
loaded with rich ornaments, and diigraced 
by bad paintings. In the cathedral is an 
organ of a fine tone, and of an extraor* 
dinary fize : of the latter you may judge 
by the dimenfions of the center pipe; 
which, as the prieft alFured me, is forty 
feet in length, and near three in breadth, 
and weighs eleven hundi-ed pounda. The 
bridges which (kirt the town, round the 
edge of the lake, are the fafhionabk walks 
of the place, and remarkable for their 
^length. They are covered at top, and 
o^^en at the fides; by which means one 
. ^ H 4 has 
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has a . conftant view of this delightful 
and romantic country. They are deco- 
rated with wretched paintings^ confifting 
of the hiftories of the Old Teftaraent, 
the battles of the S wifs^ and the dance of 
Death. 

Upon our arrival here yefterday, we fent 
a letter of recommendation to general 
PfifFer ; who received us immediately, with 
his ufual civility. We had heard fo much 
of a topographical reprefentation he has 
formed of part of Swifferland, that we 
were anxious to get a fight of it ; as in^ 
deed it well deferves particular notice, and 
merits the moil accurate attention of the 
curious traveller. The ingenious artift is . 
a native of Lucerne, and general in the 
French fervice, and has devoted his lei-r 
fure time to the compleating of this work. 
It is a model in relief; and what is at 
prefent finifhed contains about fixty fquare 
leagues of the moft mountainous parts of 
Swiflerland; namely, part of the cantons 
of Lucerne, Zug, and Beme, together 
with the whole of Uri, Schweitz, and Un- 
derwalden : and the general has taken 
elevations and drawings for abov« as muf Ji 
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more. The model of what is completed 
is twelve feet long, and nine and a half 
broad. The principal part is compofed 
of wax; the mountains of ftone; and 
the whole is coloured : but what defends 
more particular obfervation is^ that not 
only the woods of beech, of pine, &e. are* 
differently marked 3 but alfo the outward 
ftrata of the feveral mountains, as well 
as their form, are diftinguiihed. General 
Pfiffer has already been employed in this 
work about ten years, with the utmofi: 
patience and afliduity : he has himfelf 
raifed the plans upon the fpots, taken the 
elevations of the mountains, and laid them 
down in their feveral proportions* The 
plan is fo minutely exa6t, that it takes 
in not only all the mountains, lakes, ri- 
vers, towns, villages, and forefts; but 
eveiy cottage, every torrent, every bridge, 
and even every crofs is diftinftly and ac- 
curately reprefented. In the profecution 
of this laborious performance, he has been 
twice arretted for a fpy; and in the po- 
pular cantons has frequently been forced 
to work by moon-light, in order to avoid 
>L^ jealoufy of the peafants, who think' 
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their liberty would be endangered^ (hould 
{o exa£t a plan be taken of their coun-* 
try. As he is obliged to remain fome 
time upon the tops of the Alps, where 
no proviiioa can be procured? he ge- 
nerally carries with him a few ihe-goats» 
whole milk fuppUes him with nourifh* 
ment. Indeed his perfeverance in fur* 
mounting all the difRculties, that necef- 
iarily have.arifen in the courfe of this un- 
dertaking, is almoft inconceivable. When 
be has finifhed any {articular part, he 
&nds for the peafants who refide near 
the {pot, efpecially thofe who hunt the 
diamois, and bids them examine accurate- 
ly each particular mountain ; whether it 
correfponds, as far as the fmallnefs of the 
fcale will admit, with its natural appear-^ 
ance: and then, by frequently re-touch- 
ing, he corre6ts the deficiencies. He takes 
all his elevations from the level of the 
lake of Lucerne j which, according to 
Mr. De SaUfTure, is about fourteen hun- 
dred and eight feet above the Mediter- 
ranean. 

This model, exhibiting the moft moun-'^ 
tainoQs parts of Swiiferland, coiiveys,>a 
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fiiblime pi6hire of an immenie body of 
alps piled one upon another : as if the 
ftory of the Titans were realized, and 
they had fucceeded (at leaft in one part 
of the globe) in heaping an Ofia upon a 
Pelion, and an Olympus upon an 0&. 
The general informed me (and it is fome-» 
what remarkable) that the tops of the 
alps which crofs SwifTerland in the fame 
line, are nearly of the fame level ; or in 
other words, there are continued chains 
of mountains of the fame elevation, rifing 
in progreffion to the higheft range ; and 
from thence gradually de&ending in the 
iame proportion towards Italy. 

He is exceedingly polite and afRiWe to 
ibangers, and ever ready to be of any 
iervice to travellers, in pointing out ta 
them the beft roads, and in acquainting 
them with the places moft Worthy of ob- 
fervatiori. From what I faw of him, he 
feemed to be a man of a more lively ima<* 
gination, than one ihould have cxpedled, 
confidering the indefatigable patience and 
laborious precifion neceffary for the exe« 
cution of a work of thi& nature. 

Near Lucone is Mount Pilate^ former^ 
fy calkd Mons. Pikatus^ from the Latia 
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word pi/ea; its top being generally cover- 
ed with a cloud or cap. This word has 
been corrupted into Pi/a f us; and from 
this alteration a thoufand ridiculous ftories 
have been invented; among others, that 
Pontius Pilate, after having condemned 
our Saviour to death, was feized with re- 
morfe, made a little excurfion into Swifler- 
land, and drowned himfelf in a lake, 
which is at the top of this mountain. 
This corruption of a word, and this ab- 
furd legend fabricated from its alteration, 
will naturally remind you of feveral others 
of iimilar abfurdity, which are ferioufly 
related by the Greek writers : a circum- 
fiance which my very worthy and learn- 
ed friend Mr. Byrant, has fo amply and 
ably difcufled^ in his Anafyjis of ancient 
Mythology. 

lam, &c. 



L E T T E R XL 

Altdorf, Auguft 7. 

TH E Waldftaer See, or the lake of the * 
four cantons, is by far the moft beau-t 
I^M 9nd div^fifi^d body of water of th^ 
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kind I have yet feen. The upp6r brattch, 
or the lake of Lucerne, is in the form of 
a crofs; the fides of which ftretch from 
KuHhacht to .Pallenwal, a fniall village 
near Stantz, the capital of the canton of 
Underwalden. It is bounded towards the 
town of Lucerne (which forms a fine ob- 
jeft upon its north- weftern extremity) by 
cultivated hills floping gradually to the wa- 
ter, contrafted on the oppofite fide by an 
enormous mafs of barren and craggy rocks* 
Mount Pilate rifes boldly from the lake, 
and is perhaps one of the highefl moun- 
tains in Swifi!erland, if eftimated froni its 
bafe, and not from the level of the fca. Ac- 
cording to general PfifFer, its elevation a- 
bove the lake is more than fix thoufand 
feet : neverthelefs its height above the 
Mediterranean, is notfiing in comparifon 
with that of the alps we are going to vifit ; 
Jior indeed does the fnow continue all the 
year upon its fummit. It is a fingle in- 
fulated mountain : and is divided at its top 
into two rugged points, which, when not 
covered with clouds, form a moft majeftic 
appearance. 
Towards the end of this branch, the 
5 mountains 



between Uri, Schweitz, and VhderwaU 
den *. From this point we had a glimpfc 
of Schweitz, the capital burgh of the can- 
ton, about two miles from Brunnen : it 
ftands farther within the land, at the hot-* 
torn of two very high, fhaip, and rugged 
rocks. 

Here we turned fliort to our right hand 
and entered the third branch, or the lake 
of Uri ; the fcenery of which is fo amaz*- 
ingly grand and fublime, that the impref^ 
fion it made upon me will never be erafed 
from my mind» Imagine to yourfelf a 
deep and narrow lake about nine miles in 
length, bordered on both fides with rocks 
uncommonly wild and romantic, and, for 
the moft part, perpendicular ; with forefts 
of beech and pine growing down their 
fides to the very edge of the water : indeed 
the rocks are fo entirely deep and over-^ 
hanging, that it was withdi^culty we coul4 
obferve more than four or five (pots, where 
we could have landed. On the right*hand,^ 
upon our firft entrance, a detached piece 
of rock, at a finall diflance from the (horcf, 
engaged our attention. It rifes to about 

m 
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fixty feet in height ; is covered with brufti- 
Wood and fhrubs ; and remiqded me in fome 
degree of thofe that {hoot up in the middle 
of the fall of the Rhine near SchafFhaufen : 
but here the lake was as fmooth as chryf- 
tal ; and the filent, folemn gloom which 
reigned iii this place, was not lefs awful 

' and afie£)ing than the tremendous roar- 
ing of the catarad in the other* Some- 
what farther, upon the higheft point of 
the Seelifberg, we obferved a fmall chapel 
that feemed inacceiSible ; and below it, the 
little village of Gruti, near which the three 
heroes of thefe cantons are faid to have 
met, and to have taken reciprocal oaths of 
fidelity, when they planned the famous re- 
volution *. 

On the oppofite fide, but farther on, ap-* 
pears the chapel of William Tell, erefted in 
honour of that hera, and upon the very 
fpot where (it is laid) he leaped from the 
boat, in which he was carrying prifoner to 
Kuflhacht. It is built upon a rock that juts 
out into the lake under a hanging v^rood : 
a fituation amid fcenes fo ftrikingly aw- 

^ All, as oannot fail of ftrongly afFefting 
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even the moft dull and torpid imagination ! 
On the infide of this chapel, the fevcrai ac- 
tions of William Tell are badly painted. 
While we were viewing them, we obferved 
the countenances of our watermen gliftened 
with exultation, and they related to us, 
with much fpirit and fenfibility, the cruel- 
ties and tyranny of Gefler, governor of Uri, 
and the intrepid behaviour of their glori- 
ous deliverer. Indeed 1 have frequently 
remarked with pleafure, the national eri- 
thufiafm which fo generally prevails in this 
country ; and have greatly admired the fire 
and animation with which, the people dif- 
courfe. of thofe famous men among their 
anceftors, to whom they are indebted for 
that happy ftate of independence which 
they now enjoy. This laudable fpirit is 
continually kept up and encouraged by 
the number of ftatues, and other memo- 
rials, of the antient Swifs heroes, which 
are fo common in every town and village 
throughout Swiflerland. Among thefe. Tell - 
is the moft diftinguiflied, and he feems to 
be the peculiar favourite of the common 
people : the reafon is obvious i for, hfe _ 
ftory partakes greatly of the marvelloi^^ 

A man 
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A man of letters at Berne has written a 
treatife^ entitled Fable Danoife, in which he 
calls in queftion the hiftory of William 
Tell. His arguments in general are by no 
means conclufive j he mentions, however, 
two circumftances, which, if true, are con- 
vincing proofs, that .much fiftion is inter- 
woven with the whole account : for, the 
author aiierts that the incident of Tell's 
(hooting the apple oflF the head of his fon, 
is not' recorded in any of the contempo- 
rary hiftorians, although they give the 
minuteft accounts of the governor's ty- 
ranny ; and that the firft writer who takes 
notice of it, is Petermann Etterlin of Lu- 
cerne, who lived in the latter end of the 
fifteenth century, near two hundred years 
after the faft is fuppofed to have happen- 
ed. Beiides, a flory of the fame kind is 
related in the Daniih annals by Saxo Gram- 
maticus, with no other difference than that 
of names ; Herald king of Denmark fup- 
plying the place of the governor of Uri ; 
and Tocco that of William Tell : and this 
event, which is faid to have happened in 
•965, is attended alfo with. nearly the fame 
incidents, as thofe recorded in the Swifs 
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accounts *. Neverthelcfs, it is far froirf 
being a neccffary confequence, that, be- 
caufe the authenticity of the ftory concern-* 
ing the apple is liable to fome doubts^ 
therefore the whole tradition relating to 
Tell is fabulous. Neither is it a proof 
againft the reality of a faft, that it is not 
mentioned by any contemporary hiftorians. 
The general hiftory of William Tell is re- 
peatedly celebrated in feveral old German 
fongs, fo remarkable for their anticnt dia- 
le£^ and fimplicity> as almoft to raife the 
deeds they celebrate above all reafonable 
fufpicion : add to this, the conftant tradi- 
tion of the country, together with two 
chapels erefted fome centuries ago, in me- 
mory of his exploits • 

The three cantons were fo much offended 
with the author for throwing any doubt 
upon the exploits of their antient hera,. 
that they prefented a remonftrance to the 
fovereign council of Berne : and the pam- 
phlet in queftion was publicly burnt at 
Uri. In this inftance their national pre- 

* As Saxo Grammaticus is an author but litcki 
known, and the paffage in queftion being exceedingly 
curious j the reader willfind it inferted in the Appendix- 
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judiccs (if they really deferve that name) 
become^ in fome fort, meritorious and re- 
^)e6lable. 

The crofs bow is ftill much ufed in thefe 
parts, as I had an opportunity of obferv- 
ing upon our landing at FluelleHf where I 
iaw feveral very young boys, each with 9 
crofs bow in his hand> There happened 
to be a butt at a fmall diftance from the 
place ; and I gave them to underftand, that 
thofe who hit the mark fhould receive a 
penny for their dexterity. Upon this inti- 
mation, three ,boys took aim fucceflively, 
two of whom hit the very centre of the butt, 
and obtained the pVize accordingly : but^ 
the third miffing, x made him (hoot till 
he touched the mark j which, after two or 
three trials, he at length performed. 

From Fluellen we walked to Altdorf, 
the capital burgh of the canton of Uri, 
fituated in a narrow vale almoft intirely 
fufrounded by fhipendous mountains. It 
contains feveral ne?it houfesj the tops 
whereof are covered with large detached 
ftones, placed there in order to prevent the 
proofs being carried away by thofe violent 
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ftorms, that frequently rafli down from the 
neighbouring mountains into this valley. 

When the greateft part of Helvetia was 
fubjc6t 'to the enipire ; the inhabitants of 
Uri, Schweitz, and Underwalden, had long 
enjoyed the moft confiderable privileges, 
particularly the right of being governed by 
their own magiftrates : the clergy and many 
of the nobles, indeed, had fiefs and fub- 
jefts in thofe relpeftive territories ; but the 
bulk of the people formed feveral commu- 
nities almoft totally independent. Dur- 
ing the twelfth century, various difputes 
which thefe three cantons had with the 

■ 

i^mperors, united thejn more firmly than 
«ver ; and they were accuftomed every ten 
years to renew formally their alliance with 
each other. Such was their fituation at the 
death of Frederic II, in i?5o. From this 
period, or foon afterwards, commences 
the interregnum in the empire : during 
which time of anarchy and confufion, the 
nobles and bifhops endeavouring to extend 
their power, and to encroach upon the 
privileges of the people; Uri, Schweitz^ 
and ITnderwalden, put themfelves under 

the 
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the protcftion of Rhodolph of Habf- 
bourg, who, in 1270, being chofen em- 
peror, terminated the interregnum. Rho- 
dolph had a revenue alligried to him by 
\/ thefe cantons ; and he appointed a gover- 

' nor, who had cognizance in all criminal 
icaufes : the rights, however, and privi- 
leges of the people were exprefsly referved. 

Rhodolph, fome time after his acceflion 
to the throne of the empire, liftened to 
the ambitious fchemes of his fon Albert 
duke of Auftria, who was defirous to form 
Helvetia into a dutchy. For this purpofe 
the emperor purchafed the domains of fe- 
veral abbeys, and other confiderable fiefs 
in Swiflerland, as . well in the canton of 
Schweitz as in the neighbouring territories. 
The great increafe of power, which the 
emperor gained by this acquifition, indu- 
ced the three cantons to renew their alli- 
ance, and to demand a confirmation of 
their privileges : and their demands were 
granted. Upon the death of Rhodolph, 
Adolphus of Naflau fucceeded him, from 
whom they obtained the fame confirma- 

^tion. But when Albert was afterwards 
chofen emperor, he refufed to ratify it: 
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andy in order totally to fubdue the peoploy 
he placed over them two governors, wha 
were guilty pf many flagitious a6fe of ty- 
ranny and oppreffion, 

Under thefe circumftances Werner de 
Staffach of Schweitz, Walther Furft of 
Uri, and Arnold de Melchtall of Under- 
walden, planned the famous revolution^ 
which took place January 13, 1308, and 
reftored liberty to the thre^ cantons « Al- 
bert, while he was preparing to attack 
them, was * afTaflinated by his nephev^ 

John 

^ Tl^e occafion of this affaflination, and the cir-; 
icumftances attending it, were as follow: — Albert, as 
guardian to his nephew John of Habfbourg, had taken 
pofTeflion of his hereditary dominions, and refufed to 
.deliver them up to him under various pretences. At 
length, wearied with repeated folicitations to no pur- 
pofe, John entered into a confpiracy againft his uncle 
with Rhodolph de Warth, Ulric de Palme, Walther 
, d'Efchenbachj and Conrad de Tagerfeld. 

The emperor dined at Baden, in his way to Rhein* 
fclds, a town in the circle of Suabia^ where was the 
cmprefs his wife with a confiderable body of troops, 
with which he propofed attacking the three cantons. 
Contemporary hiftorians, who have recorded the mi- 
nuteft circumftances of this affaffination, relate, that ^ 
Albert was in very high fpirits during tho'repaft i and 

that 



[ "J 3 

John of Hab(boBFg. . In i ^i$, LeofpMt 
i^ke q( Auftrk idaripl^^d ag^Hlift t^ €<hI^ 

K46pafee 

that upon his nephew again entreating to be put Into 
pofieffion of' his hereditary dominions^ the emperov, 
with an air of banter, placed a garland of flowem 
^ipon his head, adding, at the fame time, ^^ This wiU 
f^ be more fui table to you, for the^prefent^ thaii.tlip 
5^ cares of a trqifbleibme government." Thipr tanfif 
had fuch an effe£t upon the young n^Dy thiK hit 
burft into tears, flung^ away the flowers^ aiid f d)|}4 
fiQt be prevailed upop to fit down to the table* 

After dinner Albert continued his journey <)^JiorIbr 
back, accompanied by his fon Leopold, the c^j^fpitf 
rators, and the feft of his ufual attendants ;. and qiiM, 
near the town of Windifch, in the canton of Berlie, 
to the Reufs. Over this river, there was no bridge^ 
but paflengers were ufually ferried upQn a raft» The 
iconfpirators pafied over firft $ and immediately after 
theni Albert, who rode gently on, waiting for his fpfi 
X^eopold, and the remainder <^ his fuite« As h^.w^ 
riding through a. field, not far from the caitie of Habft 
bourg, and oppofite to the town of Briigg, whidll 
lies on the other fide of the Aar, the aiTaffins fuddealy 
befet him. One of them fei^ing his horfe's brSdk^ 
John of Habfbourg reproached him for his injitftic^ 
in detaining his dominions ; and^ Wltboiit waiting 
for an anfwer,.firuck him on the neck witih his' fwtord»;. 
Rhodolph de Warth wounded him in the • fide ; anii 
Ulric de Palme clove his head with his fabre. In 
this condition they left him expiring upon the grourtd)» 
. This afiaiEn^^ipn M(as committed, the ift of May 
3 • ^3o8» 



federate cantons with an army of twenty 
thoufand men ; and^ endeavouring to force 
his way into the canton of Schweitz at 

the 

13089 in the open day, and in the fight of his fon 
Leopold and the reft of his court, who had not as yet 
pafled the river ; and, though they were witnefles to the 
-murder, it was not in their power to give the emperor 
^ny aiSftance. The field lies between the Aar and the 
Reuis, not fiir from the jundion of thofe two rivers ; 
and the vtrj fpot, where he was maflfaqred, is marked 
by a convent, erefled byhis wifeEItfabeth, and his 
dattghter*in-Iaw Agnes, the widow of his fon Rho- 
dolph king of Bohemia : the place was called Konigs- 
feld, or King's field ; a name it retains to this day. 
The remains of the emperor were buried in the convent 
of Witterling, from whence they were afterwards 
tranfported to Spire, and there interred. 

The allaffins cfcaped without being purfued ; and 
retired into the cantons of Uri, Schweitz, and Un- 
derwalden, expelling to find a fure afylum in a na- 
tion, which Albert was preparing to invade. But 
thofe generous people, detefting a crime of fo atro* 
cious a nature, although committed upon the perfon 
of their greateft and moft forndidable enemy, refufed 
to give the murderers any protedion. D'£fchenbach 
concealed himfelf in the difguife of a common labourer 
during thirty years % nor was his rank difcovered till he 
confeflfed it upon his death-bed ; De Palme, deftitute of 
common necefTaries, died of extreme poverty ; and Dc;^^ 
Warth, tied toahorfe's tail, like a common malefac- 
tor^ and dragged to the place of execution j. was broken 
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the ftreights of Morgarten, rcceivccj a to- 
tal defeat from thirteen hundred Swifs, 
who were pofted upon the mountsdns. If 
we may believe contemporary hiftorians, 
the confederate troops loft but fourteen 
men in this memorable engagement, which 
infured their independence for ever. This 

upon the wheel. Some hiftorians relate, that he was 
the firft perfon who ever fuiFered that fpecies of tor^. 
ture ; that he remained three days in the moft dread* 
ful agonies ; and^ that his wife (fuch was the proof Ihe 
gave of her ^edion ! ) attended him to the place of 
execution^ nor coul4l be prevailed upon to withdraw 
herfelf till he expired. John of Habfbourg, common* 
ly diftinguiihed by the appellation of parricide from 
this aflaffination, did not reap the benefit from his crime 
that he expeded : for, by order of the emperor Henrjr 
VII. he retired into a monaflerv of Auguftin friars at 
Pifa, where he died in 1313. 

The widow of Albert turned her whole'thoughts to- 
wards revenging the death of her hufband ; and, in 
this purfiiit, involved the innocent no Icfs than the 
guilty :< for, all who had any conneiStion with the afTaf- 
fins, (ufFered the fi^me puniibment, and were facri- 
ficed with undiftinguifliing cruelty to the manes of the 
deceafed emperor. Mean while the three cantons were 
left, for a (hort time, to the undifturbed enjoyment of 
their liberties, and to ftrengthen themfelves againft 
any future attack : and thus they innocently reaped the 
fole advantage which was derived from this afiaiEna-*. 
tion. 

fame 
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lame- year the three caixtom enterod inta 
a pefpetusd alliance^ which was ratified at 
Brunnen : and this alliance is the grand 
fpwidation of the Helvetic confederacy* 
$u€h were the feeble beginnings of a leaguej^ 
which has fince become (o formidable byv 
ihe acce0i(m of ten more cantons^ and by^ 
the additional ftrength of its numerous 
dlies ; and it is remarkable, that Swif^ 
ferland is the only country which, on thQ 
MeJldCf has confined the Hmits of the Ger-« 
man empire; and, on the §t6er, has fef; 
bounds to the French monarchy, which[ 
the latter has never dared to tranigrefs. 

Schw^tzerland, or, as we term it, Swif^ 
iprland, originally comprehended only the 
three cantons of Uri, Schweitsj, and Un<* 
defwalden, ,but that name was afterwards 
extended to all Helvetia^ It derived that 
appellation either from the canton of 
Schweitz, as having particularly diftin<<i 
guifhed itfelf in the revolution of 1308^ 
and alfo at the battle of JMorgarten i or 
from the Auftrians calling all thqfe who 
inhabited thefe mountainous parts, by the 
general denomination of Schweitzers, 

Swifferland was thcrogk whi^h th? hqufo 

■ of 
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<^ -A^i^m rpUt tipon, during more tbm 
a century. Blinded with resentment againfl: 
thek fe^rmer (ubjedi^^ atid anxious to re-* 
cover their loft domains in thefe parts!; 
the feveral dukes led on in perfon confider^-^ 
able amues to Aibdue a nation, whofe fpi<- 
lit « was unconquerable ; and to get poi^ 
feflion of a country, which, from its fitua^- 
tion, was eafily defended by an handful 
of men againft the moft numerous troops. 
Within the period above mentioned, Au*. 
ftria neglefted feveral opportunities of ag*- 
grandizing herfelf in other parts ; and, 
flighting what was more feafible, bent her 
whole efforts to obtain what in its very 
nature was unattainable. The confequence 
of this miftaken policy, was, a continued 
fucceffion of defeats, attended with a pro*- 
digious expence, and the lofs of their 
braveft troops : until at length, convinced 
of their error, they totally relinquiftied an 
attempt, which had coft them fo much 
fruitlefs blood and treafure. But although 
feveral emperors of that houfe occafionally 
made alliances with the Swifs cantons ; yet 
it was not till the treaty of Weftphalia 
that their independence was fully and 

finally 
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finiiHy acknowledged, by Ferdinand III. 
and the whole empire. 

Tte government of thefe three can- 
tons is entirely democratical, and near- 
ly the fame. The iupreme power refides 
in the people at large, who are, in each 
of thefe cantons, divided into feveral com- 
munities, from which are chofen equally 
the councils pf regency. In the general 
afiembly the Landamman, and the prin- 
cipal mi^iftrates, are elefted 5 and every 
burgher, at the age of fourteen in the 
canton of Uri ; and of fifteen in Schweitz 
and Underwalden ; has a right to vote. 
The councils of regency of Uri arid 
Schweitz confift each of iixty members, and 
refide at the capital burghs. In this coun- 
cil the executive power is vetted, and 
from this body the principal magittrates 
ate diofen. Underwalden is divided in- 
to the inferior and fuperior valley 5 and 
each of thefe divifiotis has its own pecu- 
liar government and adminittration. For- 
merly* the whole canton was under the 
fame adminiftration ; but the two diftrifts 
ftparated upon fome difpute, and have* 
fince formed two diftinft governments 1 

which 
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which have each their general aflcmbfy^ 
their Landatnmany and their council of 
regency : but for the management of ex^ 
temal affairs^ there is a joint council form« 
ed of the two divifions. 
' Thefe three cantons contain, including 
their fiibje^b^ nearly dghty thouland fouls, 
and in cafe of neceflity could fumifh above 
twenty thoufand militia. All the Catho-* 
lie cantons enjoy confiderable fubfidies 
from France. Eveiy burgher, of the age 
of fourteen, in the two cantons of Uri 
and Underwalden receives about fix livres 
(five (hillings of our money) annually; 
the Landamman and the ms^iflrates more 
in proportion. The canton of Schwdtz 
has had for ibme time a quarrel with 
France; and accordingly withdrew its 
troops from that iervice : but this year the 
matter has been accommodated ; and the 
king pays every male child of a burgher, 
four livres annually, reckoning, from the 
time of his births I cannot help think- 
ing, that the acceptance of thefe fubfidies 
derogates in fbme meafure from that i^i- 
*• rit of abfolute independence, which the 
cantons of Swilferland profefs ; and that 

it 



it <?0«8d Ife hr more hdnodira&ie f 6 ddtcr 
Into «n ^ahce widi France u^ion terms 
c^ih^ moft perfeft equdrltty^ fikBti to re<b 
c^!ire from that kingdom paltry fiibfidies/ 
which give an air of venality to their fei» 
vetiX treiitxtti. 

t%e i^jue kfiid <^ &ii^ and the fame 
£[>tt of produdicms^ are common to the 
thi^ cantons : the whole country being 
ragged and nnJuntainous^ conlUls chiefly 
ef excellent pafture^ but raifes little com, 
Imd has no vines^. One cannot but ob^ 
ferve with aftonifHment to what a degree 
of fertility they have improved a land, na- 
turally the nioft banren, and for which 
they fought with as much zeal and intre- 
^idity^ as if they had been contending 
for the licheft plains of Sicily or Afia 
iVIinor. In thefe little demo^ratical fbtes, 
fumptuary laws are not neceffaryj for, 
they fcarcely know, even in idea, what 
luxury is. Such indeed is the purity, or 
^as fdme perhaps would call it) the aufte- 
lity of morals, which ftill prevails among 
thefe people, as cannot eafily be imagined 
by the inhabitants of great and opulent ' 
cities : and I cannot refle6l: cm that af- 
fectionate 
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ifb^ionaf d patriotifm which (o Ardngiy at^ 
taches them to thdr country, without 
calling to mirtd that beautiful defcription 
of the Swifs peafant, in Ooldfitiith's Tra-* 

veller : 

■ 

•* Dtar is tbatfiedto which bisfiul conformi^ • 
•* Jnd Jsar that hilt which lifts him to thejlorms } 
" Jnd as a child^ when fearing founds moUji:^ 
*• Clings clofe and thfer to the ntother^s hreajl ; 
^* So the loud torrenty and the whirlwind* I roaf^ 
^' But bind him to his native mountains more** 

\ m 

Every f^cp we now advance is tredd-^ 
ing, as it wergy upon facred gfound ; iA 
monuments coatinually octur oi thofe me- 
morable battles, by which the Swifs i*efcued 
themfelves from oppreffion, arid fecured 
the enjoyment of their ihvaltiable free- 
dom. I am now indeed iii the very Cen- 
ter of civil liberty j would I could add 
of religious too I but the chiijf ch of Rome, 
exclufively, is eftabliflied herej and the 
people are in general bigbtted^ fupei'fti- 
tious^ and intolerant. It mud be Ac- 
knowledged, however, that this intolerant 
fpirit ih not wholly confined to the Ca- 
— *holic cantons; for, in thofe. where the 
Proteftants prevail, Calvinifm is alone ad- 

K mittedt 



mitted: and thus a nadpn^ vaho prides 
herfftf upon her free4om> 4enies the free 
cxercife of religion to every other feft ex- 
cept that which predominates* Is not 
this ftriking at the firft principle^ and 
moft valuable privilege, of genuine 11- 
berty ? - 

Long as my letter already is, I capnqt 
forbear mentbning^ before I conclude it, 
a peculiar cuftom obierved ia. fome of 
thefe democratical ftates : every perfon who 
is chofen for a baiUiage, o|; anv office in 
the leaft lucrative, is obliged to pay a 
certain ftipulated fum into the public fund. 
This pra^cp is attended with ppe ill con- 
fequence at leaft; as the fuccefsful can-t 
didate is in fome meafure authorifed to 
ftretcK his prerogatives^^ in order to make 
tjie . moft pf the profits of his chargp. Ac- 
cordingly, it is a general remark, that in 
the comQiqn bailliages the bailiffs appoirit- 
cd by the popular cantons are more apt 
to be guilty of ejaflions tha^n thiofe of the 
ariftocratical^ 

1 am, 6ce. 
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LETTER Xlt 

' . St. Gothard, Augutt ^. 

\ ' ^WISSERLANDis amoftdelightfiil 

l3 countiy, aiid merits. the particular ob- 
fervatibh of the traveller, as well for the 
diverfity of the fcvcral governments, as for* 
the v^onderful Beauties of nature: but 
Hie impofittons of the innkeepers^ the 
difficulty of procuring horifes, and t^e ex- 
ofbitairt price for the Kre of them, are 
the taxes one muft inevitably be fubjeft 
to, for tiie enjoyment of thefe it^ Vi?- 
i^bts: I'Hefc fitllc inconveniences, however^ 
(hovtld be bome with patience and good-^ 
hutnour ; and I will not trouble you with 
aii^ Iplenetic complaints of thofe unplea- 
fant circumftances which all travellers muft 
* neceflkrily meet with. 

We quitted Altdorf after dinner, hav- 
ihg with difficulty hired two horfes, be- 
iides oite for the baggage ; we procured, 
liowevcr, another upon the road: fo that 
what with riding and tying we' got on 
.-ivery well. About nine miles from Altdorf, 
we began afcending. The road winds 
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continually along the ftc6p fides of the 
mountains ; and the Reufs in many places 
entirely fills up the bottom of the valley^ 
which is very narrow: that river fome- 
times appeared feveral hundred yards bc^ 
low US; here rufhing a coniiderable way 
through a foreft of pines 5 iben falling 
down in cafcades, and lofmg itfelf in the 
valley. We paffed it feveral times over 
bridges of a fingle arch^ and beheld it 
tumbling under our feet in channels which 
it had forced through the folid rock; m-? 
numerable torrents roaring down the fides 
of the mountains ; which were fometimj69 
bare^ fometimes finely wooded, with . here 
and there fome fantaftic beeches hanging 
on the fides of the precipice, and half ob^ 
fcuring the river from our view. Thd 
darknefs and folitude of the forefts ; the 
occafional livelinefs and variety of the vet-* 
dure ; immenfe fragments of rock blended 
with enormous maffes of ice^ that had 
tumbled from the mountains above ; rocks 
of an aftonifhing height piled upon one 
another, and fhutting in the vale ;.<--f-£bcit 
are the fublime and magnificent fcepcq^ 
with which this romantic country, aboiftodfi^ 
: dbd 
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End which enchanted us beyond exprdV 
fion. 

We fet out this morning early from 
Wafen, a fmall village where we pafled 
the night; and continued advancing for 
fome way on a rugged afcent, through the 
fame wild and beautiful tritSl of country, 
which I have juft mentioned. We could 
fcarce walk an hundred yards without 
croffing fome of thofe torrents, that pre- 
cipitated with violence from the tops of 
the mountains in different forms; the 
water clearer than chryftal. The road, 
exceedingly fteep and craggy, is chiefly 
payed i in many places it is carried upon* 
arches under a high mountain, and over- 
hangs a deep precipice ; the river roar- 
ing and foaming below. This being one 
of the gi^eat paflages into Italy, we met a 
conliderable number of pack-horfes laden 
with merchandife : and as the road in par* 
ticular parts is very narrow, it required 
fome dexterity in the horfes to pafs one 
another without joftling. Thefe roads, 
^Impending as they do over the precipice, 
cannot fail of infpiring terror to thofe tra- 
vellers; who are unaccuftomed to them; 
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and more particularly as the niuks. ai]4 
horfes have a iingular method of going 
on. They do not keep in liie middle 
of the track, but continue crpffii^g from 
the fide of the mountain toward; the eds^ 
of the precipice, then turn aflant abruptly $ 
and thus form, if I may fo exprefs myfdf^ 
9 conftant zig-zag. 

Thus far the valley of St. Gothard apr 

pearcd tp be well peopled ; and we pafled 

though feveral villages fituated towards 

the bottom and lefs narrow p^rt of the 

valley : the fides of the mountains were 

occafionally ftrewed thick with cottages i| 

covered with forefts j or enriched vnth 

paftures. Still continuing tp afcend, the 

country a little beyond Wafen fudderily 

changed. It now became more wild an4 

perfe6tly defert : there were no traces of 

any trees, except here and there a flubbed 

pine; the rocks were more bwe, craggy^^ 

and impending ; not the leaft fign of any 

habitation; and fcarcely a blade of grafs 

to be feen. We then came to a bn4ge 

thrown acrofs a very deep chjim over tjjp 

Reufs, which here forms ^ cojificljsic^p 

cataraA down ^^6 , /hagged i^^es qf. ffee 

mountain. 
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ihountain, and over nnflienfe fragments 
df rock which it has underrnined in its 
courfe- This bridge is called Teufe/s-irucJ^,^ 
or the devirs bridge ; the common pfctfplfe 
always attribtiting Works of any difikulty 
to the deVif . As we ftood upon the bridge 
admiring the cataraft, we were covered 
with a kind of drizzling rain ; the river 
throwing up the fpray to a don^dfifablfe 
height. Thefe are fublimc Icenes of hor- 
ror, of which thofe who have not been 
i^eftators, can form no idea : neither the 
powers of painting nor poetry can give an 
adequate image of them. 

Not far from this wonderful laijdfcape 
(the country ftill continuing folitary and 
defolate) the road led us into a fabtferrai- 
neous paflage, of about eighty paces in 
length, cut through a rock of granitd, 
which opened at the oppofite entrance into 
the ferene and cqlfivated valley of Urfe- 
reri : the objefts that pfefented themfelves 
t6 us were, a village backed by ah high 
ftiountairi, on the fides of which was a 
^qod of |)ines ; peafants at work in the 
&Ms ; Cattle feeding* in the meadows; 
»n4 the'rivfer; Which, ^hen we laft faw it,' 
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fcmdly dtdSied 6ver ro)d^ firagmttits of rock 
Itiia continttal catara(St| now flowed ftlemly 
and fmoothly along $ while tiie fvp, wliich 
had )>eqn hidden from us when we vrei^ 
in the d^ep valley, here fhm^ forth in ifi^ 
fuU fplendor. In general there is a regu^ 
laf gradation from extreme wildnefs to 
high cultivation ; but here the tra(ifition 
^as abrupt^ and the change in^lrantaneoiis : 
it was^. like the lifting up of a curtain^ and 
had all the appearance of enchantment. 

In this valley are four villages, yrfcrcAj^ 
Hopital, Realpi and Zundorf i forming a 
finall republic under the prptcftion pf the 
<;anton of Uri. The territory of this litde 
commonwealth is about nine miles in 
length and two in breadth, and contains 

• * 

thirteen hundred fpuls. Th^ people ?k6t 

in their general aflTembly, their Talammdn 

or chief, as alfo foix^e other magiftrates ; 

and there is a permai^e^t council of fif-* 

teen membei*s, who meet alternately in the 

different diftrifts* The inhabitants of this 

yall^ enjoy very great privileges 4 but the 

} vepubiic is not abfolutely independefnt : £or 

'Ul:€|v]} oaufes an appeal lies from theiii;' 

jppurts 9f juftice to Altdorfj v^d m'^ri^ 

■ 'i minal 



9(mbC3;q£ thqvBlley^ and before the judges 
of the oowitry ; yet two.d^uties from the 
govermnent.of Uri are prefent at the de- 
«ifion^ and deliver in to the judges the opi* 
oiofi of the. council of Altdorf • . 
Notwithftanding the confiderabk eleva- 
tion of this valley, and the coldneis of the 
air even at this feafon of the year, |t pro- 
duces excellent pafture. . The only wood 
they have, i$ the fmall plantation of pines 
J )uft now mentioned, rifing behind the 
village of Urferen, and which is preferved 
with uncommon care and reverence: in 
fome parts indeed, along the banks of the 
Keufs, there is here and there a fmall 
quantity of bru{h-:wood and flubbed wil- 
lows ; but thefe do not fupply the inha- 
bitants with a thoufandth part of the fuel 
. ncceflary for confumption in this climate. 
In the adj^acent country there are feyeral 
mines ofchryftal; of which a.copfider- 
: able quantity is exported to Milan, as well 
- from hence as from AUdorf . The lan- 
vguage of the country ftill continued a kind 
. # ' of SwiisH>Gennan^ but alxnoft every periba 
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ifttirely Ibfjbmddd oft all "^des hj i^fifi 
^l 'barf eft rocks; flig fjJ^ Wh^feof 'art 'ctfi 
Wed with ^ow. ^ This, plain is Comnldhlf 
laid' to form the bafe of the moun«Slfi icHf 
St. Gothard j fiioilgh thij lattef ' iS liidl* 
properly an ehotrrious ihdufttain» piled 
iipoh the flioulderis' of other moiinfjlms 
which life rapidly from the lak* of Lu- 
ccffnc* Near the middle of this b€aiitiful 
plain we turned ta the left, ami again €h- 
lered a valley fiHed with thi'ridiis of 
proken mountains ; the Reuls biirfting 
ihrough it with a moft rapid and vehe- 
ment torrent; on each fide, immenfe lhat>- 
tefed blocks of granite, of a beautiful 
'greyifli colour '(and of which the fimimit$ 
of thcfe alps are compofed) conftifedly 
piled together. ■ It is about "three leagues 
Jrom Urferen to this place ; and the afceiit 
all the way as fteep as a horfe can weH 
mount : but the road, cbnfidering the riig^ 
gednefs of the rocks, is hot fo incommo- 
dious as one might expe6t. 
* We are now lodged at a houfe Inh^- 
^Tted 'by two Italian friars from the con- 
vent of Capuchins at Milan, who receifc 
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{^ ^a^^rs that p^ thcougk thefb iiv- 

j^if9^tgbk Mi^iow 1 whjer^ there is nootfacr 

h9ti(fi for a Qonitderabk way. Qne of tiff 

{fm$ i$ abr<3Qt^ fo thai: I aixk la jpoiieflids 

f>f lus bQdchaaiJ[)er : it is a.fnug little 

rooifij whei^ % man maj! Qec^inec]r.weft 

without being «n ^^nchortte v jftid which, 

^ft«r tho^ faUgoes of our lourhey^ I cojoj 

ijyjldi a. iktiafaj^oa .nm«h too fbnfiUa to . 

e^vy the luxury 9f a palace. Oqr h^ Jbas 

jttft j^von w a dijoner^ oostiifUnip of deE» 

(pious troutf (with whijckfoine of the lakei 

and the neighbouring ts^renta aftoTHTid) 

jsgga and milk» together with a dc&srt coou 

poff^ of excellent boittesr aind cheeie ; . both 

which were made in this dreary fpot f the 

pafture being peculiarly exquifiite. 

^ Upon our arrival we were rejoiced til 

And, a good fire ; the weather being fa cx« 

jCeedingly cotd> that I^. who was .only clad 

\ix a thin camlet coat, caxne^ inta tfae^xron^ 

Vj^nt half ftozenw . It i& fiogular to. find, at 

^e, diftance of only a day's . journey^ the 

jcHmate fo different fromlwhat it. was it 

.4iHdorf.: the air is ahfolutsly in. a^ fre^* 

iog ftate ^ and I.jnft now pafied by a boy 

lit WQrkir who. was blowing bis Sa^^s . tb 

3 warm 
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•warm them. If the cold be rfach in the 
rnid& of fummer, how intolerably piercing 
mutt it prove in December ? The fnow be^ 
gins to fall here the latter end of Septem* 
ber; and the lakes 'about this fpot are 
frozen during eight months in the year« 

I am juft returned frotn yifiting tbe 
fources of the Tefin and the Reuis j which 
nfe mthin two miles of each other. The 
former, in the ftate I faw it, flowed from un-» 
der a mafs of ice : bv\t the friar who accom- 
panied us^ told me, that when the ice is 
melted, it is feen burfting from the rock : 
ffom thence it takes its courfe towards the 
ibuth ; is joined in its pafTage by fevqral 
toirrqits ; traverfes the lake of Locarno, 
an^ part of the Milanefe ; and at length 
unites with the Po; The latter river ifllies 
from the lake Loacendro, which is about 
two miles in circumference ; flows towards 
the north into the lake *of Lucerne, and 
from thence throws itfelf into the Aar and 
the khine. It was in allufion to the dif- 
f<y:^erit courfes of thefe two rivers, that Mr. 
de Boufflers faid, that from the top of the 
St. Gothard, a man might fpit into the 
Ocean and the Mediterraneaq. Thefe laket 
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(of which l8m4 there are" ^.confXderable 
number in thefe parts) are equally deep in 
winter and fummer, and always .prefervf 
the fame level . They are probably, formed 
by the inciting of the fnows, with whichl 
the circumjacent mountains are covered f 
^although in fcveral there is no appearance 
of thek being fuppHed by any^ torrent. For^ 
the fiiows thus^ melted, force themfelvcs 
channels in the rocks; ahd, flowing throtgh 
fubterraneous parages, ifiue out at fc^ 
diftahce ? and by this means the true four- 
ces of tlfcfe great bodies t>f water lie con;» 
cealcd. Within a day^'s journey is the 
iburcb of the Rhine in U^e Qrifon^ ; and 
about the diftance of three leagues, that 

of the Rhone in the Furca: which 

■ • . , - -. * ♦ 

mountain we fhall pafs to-morrow* We 
are^ftill furrpurided by very highi ruggjed 
rocksp and inacceflible glaciers ; fo that 
our. view \i much confined : and though 
I walked above a league towards Italy^^. 
in hopes of ha^ng an extenfive profpe£l oif , 
pairt of that delightful country, yet I could. 
ibe nothing but rocks/ precipices, and! 
tbnients. 
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iSN^^ctt p tfpe ii ffilcufaf above the levef o( 
thefea': ' ift>' feconfiderifilc heiglit, moft 
fccrfefoly.' NtVerAelefs, ^ if • I were to ^ve 
fcrecfit 1» itfiofe, tdio ^ert; tiiat tiiis iriouMr 
tafelistiife Wghfeft pmnt of Europe, 1 filoiilti 
^aHe myftff^tii idea 'abd^ twice as hi^ u 
hat I have rcafott to thMl,' that" this opi- 
mbtt'is founflfca opbtt fafife' calcalaiioiis. 
iteRcIii -vl*6'itt^lliria= the principal moun- 
ftSiWof 9W?fl5fiSAd^(t«it'Uho iff very iri- 
acctifate iir his cafctdatidn's) iidnliders ' thi4 



ftfct. «ot -flJe-^h Ty;''St. Gothard, fd 
ftrfromMh^iir^lk efevatioh/ is by n6 
means thc'W^eft tn(iuntaiil of Swiffei^'- 
lattd J -irttf tWJi-ef^'fe prob^y W ohe ftiOun-" 
taitti eitH«>^4n^'Hhlrope,-' Atfd, or Africa, 
dmathei^i-kccbtAlnj^ to general Pfif- 
liiH' the'tfidft-^ev^ated pari? of the St, do- 
thard riffe d%vi*"the fek 9,075 feet • an - 
idght cOhfideriblylefs ^dft that of i^Etnk 

which the boufe of the Capuchin friars 'i»'batHfJl 
i,p6i. French toifcs above the fca. 

and 
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Munftcf in the y a^llak^ Aiajttft, IIs> ., , 

I Arrived here, latfjefter^ay evening.i. pf^,^ 
£) fatigued tj^ I could apt Jtuve .w4^ 
ten a line, for any canfi4eratipBi. wl^a^^ 
«rer : bjit I afn; this ,oiQ«wi?g; q^ite ji^f^ 
frefhed with a cf^foitahk 4eepr andi i||^ 
fpiritc to cgsxtiwe. mjr jouj:^. J. tQoI[(> 
leave of oui;J^ofl: jpf St-, ,G;^thar4r aft«r, 
haying Wi£hed him . a. p^a;(ant .winter 4aif 
that drearx Gtmi^'} ai^ vulked on akim^^ 
for abput- t^Q' leagues^ down thevakfp/^. 

SCGothard.; Indeed I frequently quk;<t«|;r 
cpppapy, and. either go on befpre^ or &dff^ 
b,chjuKijj that I , may enjoy .iioifl.tejx 
a^d ynih a foi^ pf melafi(:Ji£>l]f p|^a£if(^^ 
tI;eiCe fublime exjl^ibitiom. o£ Nature in ho:^, 
mpft ' aw/ul and treoiendoy s. foriQS« I en^ • 
tfrpd :the^ valley of Uj;feren at^ Hopit^s^j 
aiviwas a^^fljnack with^^ ftrang coii^ 

traft 









{irad betvi^eeti that cultivated vale and ihd 
defblate country I had jutt quitted. We 
pafled through the fmall village of Ziiil- 
dorf ; and ftopt at that of Realp, to get 
^me refrclhment, and bait bur horfes.. 
From thence we foon arrived at thee^^-* 
tremity of the valley of Urferen; wheroi 
we began afcending a path ib narrow, fteep, 
and rugged, that I could not forbear fuf-- 
pefting we had milled our way, as it feemed 
almoft impradicable for horfes : upon their 
arrival however I mounted, being a little 
&tigued with my walk from St. Gothard ' 
to Realp. It was a fingle path, up a 
ftecp mount^n, where an horfe, with fomc 
dexterity, could juft put one leg before 
die other : and this path fometimes lay 
upon the edge of a precipice, very craggy 
andftony; where, if my fteed had hap- 
pened to ftumble, we muft both inevit- 
ably have periflied. But as I knew he 
had no more fancy than myfelf to take a 
roll down the precipice, I had nothing to 
do but to truft entirely to his difcretion, 
fiing the bridle upon his mane, and let 
bira pick out his own road. Nor had I ^ 
jpxy reafon to repent of my confidence: 

for^ 



f6r, in tht bad and dangerous parts of fhci 
roads^ he never once tripped ; where it 
was fmoother ' and Tafer indeed^ He khew 
he had a liiience to be niore carekis. V • 
We cdme at length to a tortent, ^hich 
we pjEiilied by means of a plank that was 
thrown acrofe, after having got 6ut horfes 
over with ibme difficulty : a little way far^ 
ther we arrived at another, deeper and 
more violent than the former, over which 
there was no bridge -, not the leaA appear-^ 
, ance of any track on the other fide ; a 

Confiderable diftance from any habitations 
and our guide unacquainted with the road. 

After foroe obfervation we difcovered, th^t 

« 

the mountain had lately fallen down, and 
had carried away the path ; leaving only 
a very faint narrow track, that was broken 
off on the fide of the precipice : aloiig 
which my companions fcrambled ^s- well 
as they could upon their hands and knees; 
While I was croffing on horfeback the tor- 
rent (which was filled with fhattered frag- 
ments of rock)- 1 heard a* icream ; sand 
turning round, faw one of gur fervantg 
_ feived with a panic on the v^ry edge .of 
the precipice, and vehemently exclaiming, 
- L that 
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that he cpul4 neither get backwards or 
forwards. Ncverthelefs, with fome afiift- 
^ce^ he got fafe over ; declaring, at the 
fame tin^e, th^t he would take care never 
to put himfelf again in a fimilar fituation. 
We now regained a kind <^path, but fo ex* 
tremely difficult and dangerous^ that w&|' 
thought it mpft prudent to difoiount, and 
)eave the horfes to make their way as well 
^s they could. With much difficulty, and 
after having crofTed feveral large drifts of ice 
and fnow, the torrents at the fame time 
rumbling under our feet i we reached, by 
a very fteep afcent, the fiimmit of the 
valley. A number of rugged and forked 
rocks, piled one above another, have oc- 
cafioned, it is faid, this chain to be called 
the Mount Furca. The country . imme- 
diately around us was more dreary and 
defolate than any we had yet feen, not ex-< 
cepting even the valley of St* Gothard; 
all vegetation feeoDod to have ceafed : lower 
down, the mpuiftains were covered vdth 

* 

herbage and fweet-fcented flowers ; near 
us, bitf higher, oa the left^ lay a laige 
body of' ice, from which ifTued a torrent 
(probably one of the firft fources of the 
J Rhone) 
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Rhone) tufhing towards the Vallais. Irt 
A word, the feveral tftajeftic objefts that 
prefented themfelves to our view, formed 
a fcene incorlceivably af^onifhing and fub- 
limc. 

From hertce we defcerided, fcrambling 
^rdown broken rockis and craggy precipices 
for a confidferable way. By this time I 
was fiifficiently tired, to bq glad to fit 
down, and take fomc refrefhment, con- 
fiding of bread, cheefe, and hard eggs ; 
the orily provifion we couW procure at 
Realp. We were feated by a ftream of 
clear water gliding along the fide of the 
mountain; which indeed was fo exceed- 
ingly fteep, that our humble repaft would 
have rolled away from us if it had not 
been well fupported. In full vidw before 
tis was the glacier of the Furca j an im- 
menfe mafs of ice, extending in the form 
of an amphitlieatre between two rocks, 
more (hagged, if poflible, than any of the 
neighbouring mountains ? it ftretches from 
their feet, fills up the chafm between them, 
and reaches almoft even with their fiim- 
mits. The fun ihone diredly upon it, 
-and made it f^en. like phryftal j wl^le tho 

L 2 blue 
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blue tints, that were occafionaliy difpcrfed 
over the ice, appeared inexpreffibly beau- 
tiful. The ice feemed to break in feveral 
parts, as we heard fome loud and deep 
cracks ; the torrent of the Rhone at the 
lame time roaring beneath* That river is 
chiefly formed by this glacier : the fmall^^^ 
torrent, I mentioned above, which burds 
out from the upper body of ice, is joined 
bv feveral others ; then lofes itfelf under 
the vaft arch of ice that forms the bottom 
of the glacier of the Furca; iffues from 
thence confiderably augmented, and is the 
great and principal fource from whence 
this famous river takes its. rife* The range 
of mountains on which we were fitting, 
were fpread over with bru(h*wood and 
herbage ; and fome cattle were feeding a* 
long the heights : a fine contrail to the 
^^erility of the oppofite chain ; which ap- 
peared, for fome extent, nothing but bare 
jand rugged rock, except where it was co^ 
vered with ice and frozen fnow. 

After we had finifhed our banquet, and 
.jepofcd ourfelve? . for a. fliort time, con- 
templating the fmgularity^ of the fcene _ 
before us ; we defcended clofe to the bot^ 

toca 



•l 



[ H9 1 

torn of the glacier, where we admii'ed the 
•Rhone breaking forth with violence from 
the bed of ice, near the tremendous frag^ 
ments of a fallen rock. We now fal- 
lowed the courfe of that river, and pro^ 
--.ceeded down a mountain fo exceedingly 
fteep, that the feveral parts of the road 
(which was there paved) winding along 
its fides, were frequently paiallel to each 
other. The fcenery of the vale, which 
we now entered, was of the fame kind^ 
but more fublime, if poffible, than that 
of St. Gothard ; the Rhone foaming aldng 
with amazing rapidity, as it falls in a 
continual catarafl at the foot of fomc 
irregular alps of an innfmeafurable height. 
Indeed this cataract is the moft confider- 
able of any we have yet fecn, except that 
of Schaffhaufen* We travelled through 
this vale above two leagues, perpetually 
afcending or defcending the rugged fides 
of rocks ) one moment clofe to the river, 
and the next fome hundred yards above it. 
The grandeur of thefe fccnes continued 
yi^ith infinite variety for a ponfiderable way ; 
and (which added greatly to the magni- 

_ • # 

9cence and livetinefs of the landfcape) I 

h 3 counted^ 
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^ounted^ in lef$ than a quarter of a milo» 
twenty torrents at leaft, which we croffed, * 
At firft the rocks were either bare, or 
iludcled here and there with fom? ftrag-. 
gUx^ pines j^ but as we advanced, they 
became more and more cloathed with woo^^ 
and rich verdure: ftill no traces of any 
habitation ; and we h^d now gone ^t leafl 
fifteen miles, from our $rft quitting the 
v^ley of Urferen, without having feen 
ev?;^^ a flie4. I was here fo ftruck with 
th^ beauty of the forefts ti^rough which 
we palTed, and the luxuriance pf the pas- 
ture, that I could not h^lp expreiHng n^y 
§ftonifh;ncnt that I faw no appearance of 
any* l)^bitation in thefe delightful ipots. 
I had fcarcely made the remjirk, when fou;* 
or fiv? hamlets, fiti?ated qn the other fide 
pf the Rhone, upon a beautiful declivity, 
^ncwiced our approach to the Vallaii, 
Not long ^fterw^rds, we unexpectedly 
can^e to an opening which gave us ai^ 
extenfive \dew of that rich and fertile coun- 
try, with feyeral yill^iges here and ^hcre 
difperfed. In tlys very (pot fome peafant, 
.cither by a \\icky hit of merq chance, pr • 
|:heha|^y choice ; of inftinflivf t^e, h^g 
Q built 
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built his cottage. Here we quitted the 
bad road, and defcended into the Val- 
lais. 

We had propofed paiSng the night at 
Oberwald ; and I was very glad to arrive 
jhere, after the fatigues of the day : but, 
upon enquiry, we found it could fupply 
us with no refreftiment. The mailer of 
a little hovel, which was called an inn, 
pointed to a large cheefe, and told us 
That was all the provifion he had ; it was 
his bread, his fifh, and his meat. Meet- 
ing with no better reception at Ober-» 
geftlen, we continued on to Munfter j 
where we did not arrive till late : here we 
found however an excellent inn for this 
country, which afforded us fomc good 
bread, and even fome meat 1 but what was 
far more comfortable to me, a quiet room, 
and a clean bed. 

As we are going to quit this country 
immediately, and propofe returning into 
it by the Gemmi 5 I will defer giving you 
any account of the government until I 
i^aVi be better informed, 

I am^ &;c« 

J. 4 I.ETTER 
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LETTER XIV, 

Spital upon the Gritnfel, Auguft ii, 

T^HE Vallaifans are remarkably atr 
taphed to their liberty, Upon our . 
quitting Munfter, this morning, we walkedi 
pn, and joined company with a peafant, 
with whom we had a Ipng converfatipn. 
The countryman afked us how >ye liked 
the country ; and, pointing to the mouu-r 
tains, faid : " Thefe are our bulwarks, 

y 

•* and they are ftrong ones too; Con-r 
♦* ftantinopi? is not fo ftrongly fortified." 
This upper part of the Vallais, I fhould 
imagine, is not much frequented by trar 
vellers, if we may judge from thecuriofity 
of the peqpl?, who all qame out to gaze 
upon us ; and when they difcovered that 
we were Englifhmeh, they obferved us 
with ftill more attention. But what par- 
ticularly furprifed us was, that the peafaut 
above-mentioned, alked us, *' How our 
/* war with the Americans* went on ?" It 
feemed indeed fpmewhat extraordinary, 
that a common peafant of the Vallais, 
Ihpuld know there was fuch a place as 

Conftantinople J 



■7- 



* 
V 



• 



V 



^ 



t »« ] 

Conftantinoplc ? but it was more furprifing 
ftill, that he fliould ever have heard^ of 
the prefent conteft between Great Britain 

and her American Colonies* 

After returning about a league the fame 
way we came yefterday, through this fer-f 
tile and well-cultivated country ^'we left 
the plain^ and amended the Grimfel ; one 
of thofe alps . which feparate the Vallais 
from the canton, of -Berne, We were near 
four hours dintbing up a fteep and craggy 
road to the ilimmit ; and we ihpnid have 
coniidered the attempt to gsun it\a9 fcarce^ 
ly poffible fo fucceed, had we not been 
encouraged by the experience of yefter- 
day. We crofTed the feveral ihades of 
vegetation : in the valley^ and the lower 
parts of the mountain^ com and rich 
meadows; then forefts of larch and pinei 
next, Ihort grafs, together with feveral 
ipecies of herbs, that aiford exquiiite paf* 
ture to the cattle ; to thefe fucceeded the 
various tribe of mofles ; and < then . bare 
rock and fnow« It would be curious to 
conilrud, or at kail to imagine, a fcale 
of vegetation, according to the idea of a 
French writer, whofe name I. have for- 

gotten. 



gotten. It would appear from thcnce> 
that exceflive cold arid exceffive heat are 
equally permcious. The tops of thefe 
high mountains are barren^ and produce 
fio plants ; and at certain' heights nothing 
bttt mofles Will vcgst^tti the fame is ob- 
ferved in climates where the heat is in- 
tolerable; as no other vegetable produc- 
tions ' are feen in the burning fands of 
Africa* The m^s then, which fupport 
the c&ld better than other plants, would 
form the firft degree of a fcale adjufted to 
determine how far vegetation accords with 
the temferatare of the atmofphere. The 
fkme family of plants, as it fupports ^Ifo 
the heat much better than any other. 
Would occupy ' th^ laft degree in the fcale 
above-mentioned* Thus the two extretnes 
touch one another furprifingly. 

From the top <rf the Grimfel we de- 
fcended about two miles, and arrived at 
a fmall plain or hollow in the midft of 
the mountains; containing one folitary 
hovel: and from this hovel I am now 
writing to you. It made fo bad an ap- 
pearance at firft fight, that we concluded 
we fhoiild get npthin^ to eat; but wc; 

were 
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were very agreeably diiatyomtcd t as wa 
have found in this defart fpot aiji the 
aficommodations we could wifh for^ exr 
ccpt beds } and theie are the lefs neceflary^ 
after the found fkcp we had IbA nights 
JNJot to mention cptcellent cheefe^ buttei^ 
and milk (our .ordinary fare) we got fpme 
good wine, a finall portion of kid, and a 
boiled marmoU, which we tuve juft devour- 
ed ; although at another time we ihould 
have revolted at the very idea. The land- 
lord is ftationed in this forlorn regicm by 
the cantoi) of Berne, and he refides in it 
^bout four months ; the roads being al«» 
Inoft impaflable the remaining eight : his 
bufin^fs is to receive all travellers | but 
upon condition, however, that they pay 
for their accommodations • When he quits 
the place, he leaves a certain quantity of 
cheefe, hard bread, falted provifion, and 
fuel, in cafe any unfortunate wanderer 
ihould happen to come this way, when the 
winter has fet in : and we obferved long 
poles fixed on both fides of the track, at 
ifmall diftances from each other, in order 
* to point out the path to paflengers, who 
may chance tq pafi this mountain after the 

fiiows 
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fnaws have begun to falL Near the houfc, 
upon the tcm of a finall rock, our hod has 
made a kind of Iktle garden, by bringing 
fome eardi from- the neighbouring paf- 
tures : tu^ this fmall bit of ground fup- 
^Iies him tolerably well with turnips, cab- 
bages, and ibme other vegetables ; aU 
though, on account of the height of the 
drcumjacent mountains, it does not long 
enjoy the warmth of the fun. 

Numerous herds of goats are kept^dur- 
ing the fummer months, upon thefe moun- 
t^ns : they are let out every morning to 
feed upon the rich paftures ; and return 
every evening before fun-fet to be milked 
and houfed. It was a pleafing fight to ob- 
ferve them all marching homeward in the 
fame herd; and following one another down 
the broken precipices, and along the rugged 
fides of the rocks : their milk is delicious. 

This hovel (befides the ftorehoufes for 
the cheefes, of which they make here a large 
quantity, and of a moft excellent fort) 
contains only a fmall kitchen, and one 
room, in which we are now fitting. \Ve 
-oceupy nearly one fide of it 5 th4 other is 
taken up by our fervants, the landlord 
* and 
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and his wife» and half a dozen honeft la-« 
bourers : the latter ai^e eating' their homely 
fupper, with all the relifh that well-earned 
hunger can give ; and are enjoying a ihort 
rcfpite froQi their toil» wilii'that noify mirth 
which charafterifes the gaiety of this clafs 
of people. 

The fources of the river Aar are in 
thefe mountains. Near our hovel are two 
lakes ; and farther on a larger one : from 
each of thefe flowcafcades, that- fell into 
the Aar, which rolls down in an impetu- 
ous torrent from the neighbouring gla- 
ciers. . I walked by the fide of that river 
while dinner was getting, ready, fearching 
for chryftals ; which are very common in 
thefe parts : we picked up pieces of divers 
colours, white, black, yellow, and green. 
Not far from hence are feveral very curious 
mines of chryftal : I regretted much that I 
had not time to vifit them. Thefe moun- 
tains certainly abound alfo in rich veinsoif 
gold, and other metals ^ a confiderable 
quantity of gold-«duft being found in the 
Jbed of the Aar, and in the various 
;torrents. I can conceive nothing' iiiore 
-fetal to the intcrefts of Swiflerhnd, ndf 

more 
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more repugnant to the liberties o( the peo« 
pie, than to have theie mines of gold ot 
filver traced and opened. A fudden over- 
flow of riches would efFe6hially change 
and corrupt their manners : and it is an 
inconteftable truths that the real power o^ 
a country^ not ambitious of making con- 
quefts» is derived lefs from the wealth than 
from the induftry of its fubje6tsi the 
happinefs of a people^ as well as of an indi-* 
vidual^ confifting in being Contented* 

What a chaos of mountains are hero 
heaped upon one another ! a dreary^ de- 
folate^ but fublime appeatance: it lookd 
like the ruins and wreck of a world. 

I iua, &C4 

m 
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LETTER XV. 

* 
• « 

Meyringcn, AugUft ii. ' 

I Found the cold upon the Grimiel more 
piercing than I had experienced jipon 
the top of St. Gothard ; and laf): night I 
fuiFered fi> much from it^as icarcely to 
deep 0Q« mixuite« But then circumftances 
were fopiewhat different in the two lodgs- 

ings : 
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ings : for at the Capuchin's I had a com« 
fortable bed| whereas laft night I lay in 
the hay-loft, and could not get any cover- 
\hg : I declare my blood has hardly yet re- 
covered its circulation. Take notice^ this 
is the 1 2th of Auguft. 

We are now in the diflrid): of Hafli, 
which makes a part of the canton of Berne : 
it is enclofed on all fides by the moun- 
tains Grimfel, Wetterhom, Shereckhom^ 
Brunig, &c. the higheft alps of Swifler^ 
land I and of thefe the Shereckhom is the 
moft elevated. We pafled through an un- 
interrupted chain of alps, following the 
courfe of the Aar : all around us, for fome 
way, was wild» and uninhabitable. The 
whole furface of what little vale there was 
between the ranges of mountains, was 
ftrewed thick with vaft fragments of rock ; 
while thoie, which ftill hung on the fides 
of the mountains, feemed threatning to 
tumble upon our heads; the river, the 
whole way, thundering along in a conti* ' 
nual fall. This vslley exhibits th^s fame 
kind of icenes we have been long accuf- 
tomed to ; except diat the Aar rufhes with 
' more impetuous rage even than the Rhone 

or 









fa the Reufs s and is frequently fo fvweUni 
with the torrents it receives in its cour&,* 
as to ravage all the adjacent country : we 
faw many marks of thefe terrible devafts^^ 
tions^ We .crolTed. it in fev<eral places ; in 
one of which the landicape was very much* 
of the £ime dreary kind as that of the De^ 
viVs Bridge *, Near the fmall village of 
Hundeck^ about three leagues from Spital^ 
we had a glimpfe^ through the trees, of the 
Aar falling from a confiderable height. In 
order to gaki a nearer view of it, we climb-- 
ed along the fides of a rock, which hap« 
pened very luckily to be well covered with, 
mois^ otherwife, from its fteepnefs, it 
would not have been practicable : I lean- 
ed againft a tree that hung over the preci-* 
pice, and faw the river rufhing all at once 
as if irom a crevice of the rock, and then 
fpreoding into a kind of femicircular ex-* 
panfion in its defcent* It fell with fury 
into a deep and narrow channel, and then 
loft itfdf in the midft of the foreft. The . 
river was very, full, and its perpendicular 
fall, as £u: aa I could judge by the^ey^^; 
might be. about- 1 50 feet. The fcenery ak<> 

♦ See page 135. 
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Was folemnly majeftic ; the rocks on each 
fide rifing perpendicularly » and totally bare^ 
' except their tops^ which were crowned with 
pines. 

Great part of this land of Hafli is ex« 
tremely fertile^ and well wooded : we tra«- 
veried in our way to Mcyringen large 
ibrefts of beech and pines^ the Aar roaring 
along the vale ; and the road, which was 
as cra^y and as rugged as ofuai, incef* 
£mtly afcending and defcending. We now 
pafled through feveral fmall villages, which 
afforded us a pleafing fight, after the def- 
lated country we had fo lately been accuf^ 
tomed to ; and came into a beautiful little 
vale of a mofi: lively verdure, and delight- 
fully planted. All here was calmnefs and 
repofe.: neither rapid river nor roaring 
torrent to interrupt the unufual ftillnefs 
and tranquillity of the fcene. This fhort 
interval of filence, made us the more fen* 
fibly affe£led by the turbulence of the Aar 
and the loud clamour of the catara6ls. ^ 

We have now feen the three greateft ri« 

vert in Swiflerland (the Rhine excepted) 

. ifiiiing from their refpedive fources j and 

M have 
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i»k 'frieed ttiefri in aU their 

tte^migh a traft of country, in ^vhich Na^ 
ttiik has exhibited fbme of the gmtidie(^ 
and moft auguft of her works. But- how. 
htip(M\:Se have I fonnd it to convey to ytfii 
za tek(}udte idea of thele her tnajeftk, Va^*^ 
jd^eg^ted, and ailodUhing fcehes ! They 
ftfuft ill of them u{)on paper neceflarily ap- 
jicai' much the ftioe : yet, in ftft, <V«ry 
river and cataraf^, every rock, mountaitft' 
sftd pt^ipicd^ are refpeflively diftmguifh*^ 
A <from e^eh other by an infiriite divert 
fiff tif modifications, and by all the poffibte 
fbhns of beauty^ or magnificence ; of ftrb-* 
fimity, or horror. But thefe dlfcrimti 
A^ng'Variations, though too viiibly m^k-^ 
ed'to eicape even the leaft obferving eye, 
elude every kind of reprefentation, and 
defy the ftrongeft powers both of the pfcA 
aitd the pencil. In a word, you muft tldt 
fud^ of the beauties of this romantic 
cWntry^ from the faint flcetches I have 
attempted to delineate 2 for, upon tfie 
■w^feole, they can no taore convey to y6u a 
octaspiete and perfeft idea of thcfe wOhi- 
^ij^fi^ehes, &«h if I were to ai&r a{ gf<r-^ 
- * " ■ mg 
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pbaci §nd- Qflrregio, 1^ tellbg ypu, t\^_ 
'^1^ fiompoflid of i^int a^id canvas. . \ ; 
vJMeyringenis a large tjeat village, l^^ig 
tji^. capital burgh <^ this laml q£ fiiuQi : 
IHi^if^ri^ which eiyoys conljderahle pjivi- 
|^{3. There is no bailiff ^»pointj?d by 
tl^ ^v^lmnient of Perne oycf ai^y {^art ^f 
thift territpry, but the fi^ple ar^ g9yern§4 
^,t>»if pwn.jiwgiftRites : ^ fopUMsr, l^W- 
tvi^rt .96 well as the latt^.» aif^ . ob}ige4. to 
tqke. oaths • of fidelity to tka fov^f^gn^^iHui^ 
cU of Berne. Ali the authQiityr l^^^l^ 
the bailiffs in the other pa^s <:i^ . ii^ f^fi^ 
U» enjoy, is poffeffed in ^ great meafojqj 
by tbvB Landammanj withthi^.relfiii^i^ 
tbjsit bj9 is fubje£t to the iojpe£tion pf t))e 
jb^iff of Interlaken^ to whom hQ ddsyj^y^ 
U^ h)^ ^counts. He refides here^ an^ 19 
jftppmntod by the foyereign couficil /ron^ 
WDCHig the inhabitants.; he cpntinines in 
charge fix years. All the other in?^- 
^fit^Br (except the ju4g€! aod tfe« %«- 
fafY) are ele<^ed by the peopV^, w}K),^0em- 
IjtejBvefy.four yeaf?. Th^Je jpfivii^?: are 
/f^mpfprrpm^kablq in a4;i ftfi^tpcracyi -tike 
t^t of Berne^ where the council of two 
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frahdrcd- are in poffeflion of fevereigii aini 
linlihiitcd power. In this diftrift there / 
are about 6,000 men capable of bearipf^ 
irms, And abotit 20,000 fouls. 
' The inhabitants* are a very fine race of 
people : the men in general i^emarkably 
ftrong, Itifly, and well made ; the wo- 
men tall arid handlbme. The latter have 
ah elegant manner cff wearing their hair, 
which is commonly of a beautiful colour : 
it is parted from the top of the fordiead; 
from thence brought round and joined to 
the locks behind j which either hang' down 
^eil-.back in long treffes, braided with rib- 
))and, or are Woven round the head in a 
limple plait. But the other part of the 
^ (drtfs does not in the leaft correfpond with 
this elegance ; as their fhapes, naturally 
fine, are fpoiled by an abfurd fafliion of 
wearing their petticoats fo high, that they 
all appear as if they were round* fhouldered 
and big-bellied. 

Meyiringen is fittiated near the Aar, in 

t, very romantic valley 3 furrounded by 

meadows of a moft luxuriant verdure, 

Tprinkled with cottages, which are ocra-r 

' fionally feparaiied &om each* other by klagt 

-' intervening 
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ioteruemngxftoties.atid xleep channels^ the 
T&Aiiiam^ tSeQs of ilorzns and torirents^ 

^ofe to the village, the Alp-bach, a tor- 
rent fo called, falls from the moumaLgi 

. vHoufH, in two beautiful perpeiidicubr caf^ 
tadcs, but with fo much violence, and in 
faiarge a body of water^ as to caufe fre*- 

^^tnt inundations : indeed the burgh ix^ 
HbAE has beea in danger of being over-- 
whelmed and deftroyed by. its repealed ra* 

. yages ; ag^nft which, however^ it is now 
protsfted. by a wall of a coniiderable 

.height and folidity/ Near this tofi^ent is 
Another fall of water, that glidesi s^otiiy 
down the bare rock, which is there more 
doping i ^and, farther on, a third gliitened 

» as. it defcended through a hanging grove 
of pixies, that feather the fidfs^of t|he 
mountai][i. 



The following is the ordinary price of 

: pfG^ifions throughout the mqunt^- 

:/oo$ parts of Swiflerland : I ha^e re- 

ducod the price tQ Hi^ valuf pf qxir 
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fly this you will perceive, that, in pr6- 
portioh, bread is much dearer Uiah tJi'e 
*bther artittes ; and the reafon is obviWis : 
Tof,^^l tliefe mountainous parts coriiift al- 
movi etififdy of paftiirages, arid produte 
Kftle cofii. The peafants of Swfflerfend 
*(r meafti thofe who inhabit the miouhtkih- 
busdiftrifts) live chiefly upon milk, and 
fcre^blts from it, together with pota- 
toes, which are here much cultivated. Ac- 
. ^ cording to the price of provifions in Eng- 
land, 'the ^bove lift will appear exceedr 
fhgty (iheap : but then it oug^t at the fame 
^in\e' to i)e confidered, that mbn^ Hs very' 
^ f(far6e ih thefe t5a#ts. Nor indeed is it fa 
y* much neceflary in a country, whWe thci^^ 
is ho luxury \ where all the peafantry hivcj^ ' 
. wiAin tftenifeiVfes, mbrt than fuffitfertt for 
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their own confui^pticin. ; iand arc tolerably 

well provided with every necefTary of life 

A^om their own little demefiies. I lia^ 

to>day, a long qonveiiatlon widi one df 

.the lads, who came with us from Altdorf, 

and takes care of the horfes. He liv» 

upon the mountains pf (Jri ) and» as their 

winter lafts near eight months of ihe yeiir, 

during fome part of which time there tin. 

]^ little cpmmmiication between th? fH- 

„Y(er«i iQotj^g^j P9fiy fasnily is pf icourfe 

pbligeid ^0 lay in their, proyifion £br the 

wlppk wyiter*. HU own» k feema^ coh« 

fVfts ^f feven ptjfm9p and is proyided widi 

■ .the feljiowji;^ /SiQres : ftrei cheefesi. each 

-mrej^ipg jtwe.nty-fiv!p pi^Ads i an hnn- 

i,,4r^ wvi eight p<»mds of hard brdid, 

twen^-£ve]^»iket$ of poisajCoes* each w^ogh- 

tog about iforty poinds j fevea goats, and 

Jihree coyrs. oos Qf which they, kill! The 

,cws aip4 Jh^rfc* (if ithey keq> any) are fed 

, „vith jhgjr, Mki thf ^ats with the .boughs 

, .^ jSrsi SKhich^ in a foarcity of hay, they 

/. ipiffi B^. t« th^ir other cattle. During jdbis 

<..^Qarj!rr ^a^ Ji»,fMoily m emplo^red in 

^^ .:i|Eii^^n|^ Ivaetit ihirta, : &c. fiifScient for 

K)«M*;.:??^»1 yik;..m4»M this purpofe, . a 
;: V - M 4. ... ' • imall 
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fmall ptitch of the Uttl« ^plece of grow^ 
tbtfldnging to every cottage, is genjcrally 
Jfewn ' with . flax. The cultivation of tijif 
Jitter has been much attended to, ancL 
.^ith ihcreaiing fuccefs, in tti^e mountador: 
bus parts of Swifferland. . 
. The houfes (as 1 obfcrvedto you befor^^ 
.iftitfy letters relating to Appenzel and.. 
iGlaris) .are generally biiilt of wood ; and 
•it was a natural remark of one of our 
r:fervants, as we pafled through fiich a con- 
tinued chain of rocks. That as there was 
-ftone. enough to build all the cottages in 
I the country, it was wonderful they iheuld 
iiife nothing but wood for that purpofr:^ 
•ausim^k that has been made by many 
^ir'avellers. ' But it (houjd feem, that thefc 
wobderiwhoufes are much fooner conftrufl- 
ltd, aild are eafily repaired ; that they are 
: built in To folid and compaA a manner 
i (thfc ' Thorns fmall, and the colings low) . 
:- as ^.tafbe fufficiently warm even for fo cold 
a .clhnate; The chief obje£l:ion to thean . 
.ar^i'fcom the danger of fire ; as the fiaraesi 
. mi)II:;!t^e with great rapidity, and com-, 
mimieate^ eafily from one to the other.. 
This inconvenience, however, is in a greats 
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ftfWfiltie obvljrtied by the ihelhod of bmldt 

Jo^'ttoir cottages apart; all thdr village^ 

ci>nfifting of detached and fcattered bam«^ 

lets. But this obfervation does not ^lol^ 

with rdl^ft to Ibme of their l^geft burghj :. 

and thefe muft confequently be expofodrto 

the ravages of this moft dreadful pf aP 

calamities, -^ 

X amy &c« 
I. E T T E.R .XVI. 

, 1 • ■ ' 

Grindelwald, Auguftr^ -. 

WE" left Meyringen tliis ' mon^ing^ 
eroded the Aar, and mounted the 
Scheideck through a beautiful fordlr pf 
beech, poplars, mountain-afh, and pines^ 
In our way we paffed by the Rdchenbacfaj 
a torrent celebrated for the beauty and im^ 
petuofity of its fall : it glides for fomcway 
down the fides of the mountain ; thei^ 
ruflies perpendicularly into a deep gol^^ 
which it has fcodped for itfelf in a quariy 
of Watk marble ; and from thence^ . aftaBy 
Yorailhg in its" courfe ievcral finaller caf^ 
(padeij, 'flbws into the' Aaf« 

After 
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jiwfrcAied otuihlvea and <Mir^ luH'/ea i^ a 
ilelightful vaic ftrewed wi^ hamlets^^ 
.ibf^iig hjlU adorned vrith vaciegRted.^^ 
rdate, M <»e (idei vaft impending rpfjkjs 
Juftifig their hed^ yf^te ^ clouds^ onjJti^ 
•DdieTi imdajx;antifidpyr9midicaIi£K>i^ 
tsin covered with {now, rifing befWe u^. 
As.'we. were .taking our repaft^ we weife 
:£(iddenly ftartkd by a noifc^ like the found 
rf t h u n de r ; we foon found that it w|s 
occafioned by the falling of a large, body 
6f fnow' from the top of the mountain^ 
nduda^ ui its precipitate deTcent had very 
aooch ihc Appearance of a toixent of vjra- 
ttt fioduced abnofl into fpray. Thefe av4^ 
iknbei (a$ they are called) are fivnetim|ss 
attgnded witii the mofjt fatal confequenqes : 
fioc^ <when they cooniift of enormous nu^Teis,, 
.tiity 4eiboy every thing in their conKife;, 
«mI there have beoi inflances of thek oyex- 
• vhdbniag even a whole vlUage. The ^e 
nr iaw was very ^trifling *, but it was ij^^f- 
ficient howerver to g^ve us fome id^a^iOf 
thofe^ which are more confiderabIe« The 
beft ptefervative againft the efFedts of th^ 

4^faiaHCb» beuig. Jtfac X f «^> witb 1fhi<4\ 

thft 
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totihd ; there i& (catot a i^lioige) if fitoatsd 
at the foot df a mountain, but whM fcg 




Itered by (>nb cf tii^av: -and tis« tnjiaw 
bi^ht^ pireftrve them v^th peculiar tvvt" 
rtac^, as ilteir conmidfi {>r0ft^rv Tho^^ 
<i^at conftitutes pne of tke prindptd beBi»* 
iihs df the eoMtry, bflbrds «9ft» the §Kai>tft 
^rttrity to fl* people. ' < - ^ 

' " The defcent fr6iA hdace «S GrklddJiwAl 
^as long and tediotis: thatvUlj^i-^otk 
Mh^ of a liumbet' of eotfdges, fomta^ 
bVer the pkin uxl upon the ^ii6»g Wh, 
^^hits a fcene Wtrndetfoily agfefeafato tttd 
^!6kurefque, heightened i^ «he ^fsl^M «ine 
% a vifew of ^ glacis. Th« toiler, Itetdl- 
iHj^ flhom tlie fummit Of the inoantsiis to 
^ ^xfremity of the plain in a tegttltt' 
= <!iil^, is beatitifvfUy !lkiil!ed «lritli 'Wood ; 
^tid within a few pdces Of it, on'eadt fij^, 
^rc fields of oata, bailey, and rich fcoflt- 
'floWS'^but I am going to antisipiite the 
^^elb^ptibn 'I purpofe to give yon iifioA a 
Vt^rer atw -, «nd ib good night; • 
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what difappointed, iriA thkraliearer view 
of the glacier has not fufficiently carhpeA-^ 
filed for the fatigue and trouble of'psM 
expedition ? But I have promifed to write 
from my own feelings, and- not to fetkl 
you an account taken from the exaggerated 
defcriptions of others. — We fallied out 
this morning ^1 of impatience and e^^* 
pe^ation; and arrived at thi; bottom of 
the glacier^ forming a yaft majefticarch 
of ice 5 ftojji whence iffned a moft loud 
horrent of fnow-water juft melted. This 
glacier i^ cpmpofed of an infinite number of 
pyramids rifingfrom the b^ of ice, which 
ar^ more elevated towards the plain ; being 
from about 40 to 60 feet high, and (hort^ 
enmg as you afcend, until they terminate 
in a hroad furface broken into deep and 
wide clefts. ' We were above two hours 
ill mounting a very difficult path at the 
edge of . the frozen region, occafionally 
paifing over the fteep and craggy parts tif 
rock almoft perpendicular^ along the very 
fides of the precipice ; the danger pf which 
V makes me fhudder even now. . This glk- 
cidr, Wwe were informed, joins to a f&j 
;^ct^^ vaffle^ ffi ice; aMut 12 leS^es 
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iti kngth, sind fituftted bctw^.t\!?(>;-c^au^ 

of elevated alps. , , 

^ After having afcended thns far, we were 

{tp^ped by almoit impftflable mountains 

and a rifing'hillof ice; our guide (who 

^y the way was very ftupid^ and did pot 

t^m^ to limdecftand his 'profeilioQ) aflunng 

\» at the fame time, that it was impoflihlp 

to proceed any farther^ Of this we werp 

by ' no ^ iheans convinced ; but not, having 

an; condu^or ;vith us who could lead iig 

thef way, and not daring to explore tbe£b 

runknown regions by our&lyes, we defcend- 

ed with heavy hearts ; much chagrined^ 

.dm wto we had fcca (though c«^y 

.a very curious and fublime fight) did.U9t 

omie up. to what we had been taught to 

expert: and yet every one here, as wdl 

as our. guide, aflures us, that no trav^l- 

ters have penetrated farther. One reafon^ 

/i believe, why, this glacier is mor^ parti- 

. <ularly fpoken of than, others^ is, that; a 

^ ^wry . good view may be had of it wilfhAUt 

- the . trouble of aicending* In that part 

. between the mountains, no\)if occupied by 

V this gl^uder, there vras formerly a xo^d 

which comminvicated with tibe Vjdtw^, Jbfit 
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ibrwa a j^t, now coveTed.wil^ tce^ vdiers 
S9»e years ag0 t]9er« 0ood a fnlalL chap^./ 

];haye been m^atioiung £roQi thftf of tbft 
J^tftfj ts* that tike lat^ Ue» amidft banscn 
and ci^sgy xofka, in i^ moil defoliidBi 
drau7* «ul iHunbabitefl 6«jiiA|{y ; whfsroay 
thi< Joins to a very ferUle plain, and borrir 
dais . upcMi enltiyatiQii t in 9fbsr refpe^y 
«l[ke i^rf d. coniidencd iAdqpoidmtly gf Uft 
fhmtw^f WM a more ArU^ object. N<^ 
^: ifrwn idvs gtefter, pimi?* ^kwes* (Uh^ 
min99k6» grow anil e^mp to per^eitioni 
(etetaes «li«b togctb«r with beqi>9» bwtr 

mot; and tipcnip« ju?9 kms pro^uc^d i and 
fifear U>».h6t4fiii&^ nhfi wtt I gath«p«d Smoifi 
Sastwhtrvm and wild tinmet, and 9]^iv«d 
h»AtTiai», barbprriet. And n»^4ben7<rtre6$4 
.7ibi» v^alky pf Qiiiiddwaid is ««tjre«Mly f«rf 
4]c 1 it produces bodey, rye, bay» Juinp^ 
and fnut-tnees in great abnadaQCQ : abQi«9 
2^000 bead of large cait2e« and near 3^»40)p 

^ B; jha9.i&e<$ueRtly been tditoed* tbalt^ 
conBdirabjb dfixatkme, land n^oc^ fiaci3itii» 

.d.'^At;;x-.v culty 
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etiky erf brfe*Aing V a «iwuiriftanee, which' 
has been iittputed to the f arefa6tion (Mf'^did 
iih This howeirer was fo fer from brfng 
odin^imftd by our own cxperiencb> that 1 
can venture to deny the fa6t. For in all 
our expedition upon the Swifs alps, t» 
well as in this of to^ay upon the glacier^ 
neither I nor mj of the company ever felt 
the leaft difficulty of breathing ; but on the 
c6ntrary ieemed to enjoy a more • ciaiy p^ 
^Iradon f we all appeared more free in oui 
ihofions, tnore light, and not in the lea({ 
fenfible of any inconvenience, except what 
arofe from the piercing cold. Indeed ia 
mounting the lides of a fte^ and craggj; 
rock, the faftigue is fo great that one is ibon 
exhaufted, and obliged to ftop occafiondlly 
in order to take breath : but this is only 
the effe£t of violent exertion ; and fo far 
from being caufed by the elevation, that 
wse found the higher we amended, the more 
we became refrefhed. It is certain, th^t 
were this pretended difficulty of refpira* 
tion produced by any fubtlety of the air ; 
tkat cauie would at leaft aft uniformly^ 
a&doccaiioii the fame effisfb on all con^ 
fidetaUe he^hts. But as we did not ex^ 

perienca 
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perienee ibt£e e&ds ; we may fiuri^ cod* 
dude it to be an error advanced liaftily by 
Ibme tcavelleri, and adopted by others wbQ 
Iiad never bem out of the plain. / 

I api, Sce» 
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Lauterbriinneh^ Augtifi 15, 

Tit E foad from Grindelwald to this 
place is dngularly good^ and wtt 
met^ what to us is become a remarkable 
6b]edc, a cart in our way ; as we have not 
leen any thing that moves upon wheels 
lince we left Lucerne. The country was 
moft fuprenaely delightful : beautiful hang- 
ing woods, immenfe rocks, deep precipices, 
and violent torrents. But I fuppofe you 
are by this time as much accuftomed to 
rocks, precipices, and torrents, as the rea^- 
ders of Fingal to blue mifts. and hollow 
winds. 

This vale of Lauterbrunnen, ' is inclofed 
between two chains of high perpendicular 
alps ; the higheft of which, is called the 
"Jun^raU'born^ or the viigin's horn. The 
etymology ufually given of this word, is, 

that 



fKat it 'takes its name of virgin, from its td^' 
i)cing inacceflible : but this circumffeacd' 
is by ho means peculiar t6 this partictilai* 
ihoi^taiti ; arid I much fufpeft that its ap^ 
pellation is derived from very high ahtiqui-^ 
ty: For; itis a wdl-ktiownfia^, that^iioun-*- 
fains and promontories prefcrve their ori- 
ginal names^ while towns, and even trafts 
of country, frequently change theirs with 
new inhabitants. It is therefore from the 
former, as well as from the latter, that the 
antiquarian fhould endeavour to trace the" 
antiquity of any country. It muft how- 
ever be confefled, that if thde etymologies 
are not in fome meafure corroborated by 
collateral hiftorical evidence, they are ge- 
nerally vague and uncertain ; more calcii- 
' lated to difplay the ingenuity of thd ety- " 
mologift, than to throw any fatisfaftory 
light upon his refearches. In fhort, it is 
only when hiftofy and etymology go hand 
in hand, that they ferve to ftrengthen and 
fupport each other. It is thus that my 
very learned and worthy friend MrJ Bry- 
ant,. in his late admirable performance^ haS 
rendered his etymological enquiries fubfer-»- 
Vient to, and corroborated by, hlftory j aiid' 

N with 
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tvith fo much' ckaraefs^ as to cany the 
fuLle^ conviftion to his reader* Were he 
now with me, I am periuaded he would 
give me a much better etymology of ^ th« 
' names of the Swifs mountains^ than ^ofc 
lyhich I have hitheito met with i fuch at 
the Jungfrau-bom above-mentioned; or 
ithttt oi the Gemrni, Vhich is generally dew 
duced from Gemo, to groan^ becauie from 
Us fteepnefs the traveller groanvS as he ai^ 
oendsj or from Gemini, becaufe there are 
two rocks- in that chain of mountains^ 
whtch refemble each other« Whereas it is 
more probable^ that the mountain in 
^ueftion was thus called, long before the 
exigence of the Latin language. 
« We are now lodged at the houfe of the 
clergyman of Lauterbrunnen ; a little 
Village^ or rather colle£l:ion of cottages 
fftfinkl^d, like thofe of Grindelwald, about 
the valley and acceflible parts of the hills. 
Near the houfe, is the celebrated fall of 
the Stauibacb^ which I am juft returned 
from viewing. This torrent precipitates 
perpendicularly fiom a confiderafale height, 
and. pefolye&itfelf into fine fpray : the great- 
eft part of it fails clear of the over^hanging 
.3 mountam^ 



^oouitiaiiQ> dbring its iw&oie defcenf i biit 
the i3ftA^der dafhes about half waf againit 
it pro^e^on fxioqn the rack^ and ^ flies off 
wltymcqncwrable violence. The dbrgy- 
Hum meafured, a (hort time ago, theper-^ 
|iendicular height of this' fall, and foqnd it 
930 fiett^ The fun ihining ^11 upoa it, 
fwined towards the bottom of the fall a 
(iiiiniatare rainbow extremely bright : While 
4i Aood at ^me difta^iee^ the r»]^bow af^ 
ittmedafemicireular figure ; as I approach^ 
mAj the extrehie points gradually coindded, 
*i&nd fortified a complete circle of th!^ -mod 
4ively and brilliant colours. In order to 
hteve a ftill finer view^ f ventured rtearer 
and nearer; the circk'atthe fame time? be- 
coming fmaller and fmaller ; and as I ftood 
t|ttite under the fall, it ^ddenly diftppear^ 
4ttl. When I looked up to the torrent, in 
"^11$ fituation, it refembled a tioud oi duft i 
and from this dircumftante indeed it taked 
its : name 1 Staubbacb (ignifying, in th€t 
IGennan language, a fpring of du{^. I paid 
^fcr' my euriofity, by getting wet to the 
ikin i but then I had the Jingular fatisfac- 
H6on, aft -the iame time, of feeing a rainbow 
^ ffliniature : nO' undommoii ^^(Ttsai^ 
;• ^ N a noii^ 
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noh, you know, as it may be obferved in any 
cafcade, upon which the fun fhines direft- 
ly in a certain pofition. In the prcfent in- 
ftance, however, it was fome confol^ion 
to me, that the objedt happened to be pecu- 
liarly ftriking. We are this inftant going 
.to fet out for the Lauterbrunnen glaciers, 

Auguft i6» 

We rode yefterday morning to the ex- 
.tremity of the vale, in which there are 
;foffle points of view as fine as any I have 
yet feen in Swifferland. In our way we 
had a glimpfe of a fuperior fall of the 
Staubbach, divided into two ftreams ; 
.which, afterwards uniting, form the fe- 
cond perpendicular cafcade jufl mentioned 
In this valley there are feveral fountains 
of the cleareft water, that gufti from the 
earth, and numberlefs torrents which pre- 
cipitate themfelves from the mountains; 
two in particular which fall from a greater 
height than even the Staubbach, but as 
their defcent is not fo direft, they are lefs 
beautiful. 

The afdeht to thefe glaciers is not alto- 
gether fo dangerous as that at Grindel- 

wald: 
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Wild s though upon the whole, it is more 
fteep and more fatiguing. After mounting 
above three hours, we arrived at a fmall 
huti which in fummer is inhabited by 
herdfmen, who make there moft- excellent 
cheefes; and have numerous herds of 'fcows, 
goats, and fwine. Here we feafted upon 
cold chamois, which our hoft had pro-^ 
vided for us, not*to mention a delicious de- 
fert of admirable cream and cheefe. From 
hence we afcended ftill farther, with con- 
fiderable difficulty, until we were fur- 
rounded by mountains, which we were 
told were abfolutely impalFable. We wiftied 
to proceed ; but our hoft ^ aflured us, we 
had but juft time to return before night ; 
and that no ftrangers, except four of our 
countrymen, had ever gone fo far. Here 
then we fat down clofe to the ice, and en- 
joyed a fine view of the glacier and moun- 
tains before us. 

One of thefe mountains, the Grofs-i^orn, 
h pyramidical, and covered with frozen 
Ihowi another, the Breit-iorn, is coni-- 
cal, of a ftupendous height, and crowned 
with an enornious mafs of pure tranfpa- 
j^ent ice, from* which the refledlion .of the . 

* N 3 fun's 
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fan's teams was lAexprefliWy bcautifiill 
The hollows between thefe mquntains were 
iilled with a large body of ice, broken into 
the greateft Variety of (hapes imigihalle : 
and feveral torrents (of which the Schrtia-. 
dlbrunnen is the moft confidcrabte) burft-* 
ing frbnj the fnow, and uniting in theiJ 
CQurfe, form the Gletcher ; a iiver which 
flows through the vale of Lauterbrunnen, 
receives the Staubbach, and falls into the 
Aar. 

The whole fcenery was exceedingly mag- 
nificent ; and exhibited a moft curious and 
lingular pidcire, efpecially to one not ac^ 
ciiftomed to lee ice and fnow in the rnicfi^ 
pf fummer, bordering upon verdant groves 
find rich meadows. But yet the ideas we 

■ 

had Conceived of this wonderful landfcape^ 
from the exaggerated defcriptions of o- 
thers, have not been fufficiently anfwere4 ; 

I * ■ 

jior was it much worth the trouble of 
climbing fo far, as we had almoft as per- 
feft a view of the glacier from the hu^ 
aboyer mentioned. Every thing in Swiffer^ 
laud has more than gratified our "expecta- 
tions^ except the glaciers ^, and yet thefe arc 
certainly the moll "fublime and the moft 

* S - intcrefting 
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mtcrefting natural phsnomena in the 
whole country. The truth is, ixom the 
accounts we had heard and read oP them, 
our imaginations had been raifed too high : 
and we were led to ftippofe, that what wc 
had feen in the Furca was much inferior iii 
extent or magnitude, to what we fliould 
ice in thefe parts ; whereas in f<si6l the latter 
was in all refpefts equal to whatever of the 
fame kind we have fince viiitcd. 1 am apt, 
however, to believe, that our difappoint-' 
ment^ in fome meafure, arofe from the ig- 
norance of our guides : and indeed I have 
no doubt, if it had been our good fortune 
to have been better conduced, we might, 
with fome perfeverance, have penetrated 
farther into the upper regions of thefe moun- 
tains ; and have found our moft fanguine 
cxpcftations in no relpeft dilappointed. 

The higher and more inacceffible parts 
of thefe alps, are inhabited by the bouquetin 
and the chamois 5 whofe aftivity in fccuring 
along the fteep and craggy rock?, and in 
leaping over the precipices, is by all accounts 
Icarcely conceivable. The blood of both 
thefe auithals is of fo hot a nature, that the 
inhabitants pf thefe motmtains, whb arb 

N 4 ail 
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all of them fubje^ii^to pleuriiies^ ta|ce a lew 
drops of it, muced with water, as a remedy 
for that diforder. The flcfti of the cha-? 
mois is much efteemed here ^ and to us it: 
appeared delicious, ieafoned as it was with 
hunger. 

Thefe mountains are covered to a con- 
fiderable height with a rich and delightfuji 
verdure ; and we faw upon their tops, at 
fome diflance, feveral little villages, the ac- 
cefs to which muft have bee^i almoft as 
difficult as to thefe glaciers. 
. Upon our return from our expedition, 
our hoft feafled us with a moft excellent 
fupper : among other article^, there was 
the^beft ham I ever tafted. Th^ fwine ii;i 
thefe parts are uncommonly fat -, in fum- 
mer. they feed entirely upon the grafs and 
wild herbs they find on the mountains, 
and never tafte any milk, 

Tjiie clergyman and his wife, with whom 
we are lodged, are very Angular charafters : 
both of them immoderate talkers, but each 
ftrongly marked with good-nature and be- 
nevolence ; and fo very defirous to oblige, 
• and to furnifh us with every poffible con- 
yenignce, that their civility is ablblutely 
., embarrafling. 



t^ietAbarmfling'. • Indeed we were mucli con* 
4ccmed upon being informed, that the good 
woman, who is big with child, had fat 
up all night to make bread and cakes, and 
to prepare feme other provifion to carry 
with us in our excurfion to the glacier: 
and, what was ftill i&dre diftreffing, (he 
would \jrait upon us at fupper, notwith- 
ftanding all our entreaties to the contrary^ 
This good couple have feveral chiidten ; 
and their circumftances cannot be very 
eafy, as the livings in the canton of Berne 
are extremdy moderate; and this is not 
one of the beft. From this confideration^ 
thofe travellers who are lodged in their 
houfe, always ma]fd them a handfome pre*- 
fent, as a recocjpence for the trouble they 
have been the occafioh of giving them. 

I am now going to take a laft look 
at the Staubbach, before I bid farewell to 
our' honeft hofts, and the vale of Lau- 
terbtunnen^ 

I am, &c. ' 



i -:. , J.ETTER 
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LETTER XVIIL 

Baths of Ltuk» Auguft %$. 

HEN" we were upon the Lauteri^ 
iMTunnen glaciers^ we were within 
three letgt^s of this place ; but the inouii<* 
tains being, as we were informed, impaf^ 
&\Atp wc were obl^od to make a circuit 
of forty miles : I have no ot^dion, how- 
ever, to thele rcRxnd-about ways, as by 
that means we ^ave an opportunity of fee* 
ing more of the fublime fcenery of this 
mronderfijd country. 

We had quitted the Aar at Meyringra, 
«nd now joined it again- about two leagues 
from Lauterbrunnen, flowing tibrough a 
fertile plain, which lies between the two 
lakes of Brientz and Thnn, and ifTuing 
from the former. We followed its courie 
until it enteied the lake of lliun, fo call^ 
ed from a town of that name, £tuated up- 
on its north-wdlrern extremity. This lake 
is about four leagues long and one broad j 
and, if we may judge from the fteepnefs 
of the mountains with which it is bound- 
ed^ muft be very deep ; the borders are 

richly 
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richly variegated ; and prefeht feveral 6ne 
points of view, greatly heightened by fome 
pyramidical rocks rifing boldly from tho 
(fedgfe of the water. We coaftcd this lake^ 
through a de%htfu! country, to the fmalj 
village of Leifingen ; mounted up to an- 
other called ^fchi, from whence we look- 
ed down uJ)on. the whole lake of Thun, 
and part of the lake of Brientz, at a fmall 

■ • 

idiftance ; then entered the rich vale or 
FrutigcQ, parcel to that of Lauterbrun-^ 
nen, and enjoyed, for a confiderable way, 
a pro^eft of thofe glaciers we had yifited 
the day before, 

This vale ends at the town of Fruti- 
gen : from thence commences that of Kan- 
der, with a river of the fame name ran^^ 
ning through it towards the lake of Thun; 
^d bounded by an exceeding high moun- 
tain called Kanderfteg. In all thefe vales, 
the rudenels and height of the mountains, 
which almoft fhut in upon them, con- 
frafted with the beauty and fruitfulnefs of 
the plains, which are always watered by 
fome lively torrent, form a thoufand pic- 
turefque fcenes, ever changing, and im- 
poffible to be defcribed : and they are ftill 

farther 
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farther cbbelliflied by the number of ruin- 
ed caftles perched upon points feemingly 
inaccefiihle. 

The road continued good as far asithe 
finall village of Kanderfteg ; and from 

thence delicate travellers, who do not chufe 

• - 

to mount a rugged afcent, either on foot 
or on horfeback, are carried in a kind of 
artn-chair placed by means of poles upon 
men's ihoulders. We proceeded, however^ 
on horXeback, having before rode up ftecper 
and more difficult paths. After having 
aicended above two hours, we came to a 
fingle houfe, not far from the top of the 
mountain, where we got fome refrefhment : 
here we faw nothing but immenfe rocks 
piled upon pne another, with no appear- 
ance of vegetation ; and the weather was 
exceedingly cold. We then pafled over a 
large drift of fnow, and came to ^ lake 
called the Dauben See, about ^ league in 
circumference, fupplied by a confiderable 
tprrcnt from a neighbouring glacier. This 
lakei has no vifible outlet ; but it evidently 
fiiKis a paffage under ground into the Fal- 
laisf about fix leagues off, as that current 
poafe? to flow when the lake is frozen, 

' • This 
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This chain of mountains, which fe- 
parates the canton of Beme from the 
Vallais, is called the Gemmi : from the 
point fef which, over-looking and almofl: 
over- hanging the Vallais, we had at once 
a moft extenfive profpeft of that country^ 
and of the Savoy glaciers ; but what prin- 
cipally • attrafted our admiration, was the 
Mont Blanc, rifing above the reft in the 
inoft ftately and majeftic form. It is a 
conical mountam, of ftupendous .height ; 

andfeemed to have a glittering crown of 

, » ' » 

pure ice upon its fummit. The mountain 
which we defcended, is in many places- al- 
moft abfolutely perpendicular j and yet a 
hoffe-road has been cut out of the hard 
rock down, this very foimidable defcent. 
This road was begun in 1736, and finiihed 
in 1741, at the joint expence of the Val- 
lais, and the canton of Berne : an afto- 
nilhing work ! and proves that nothing is 
impradicable to human induftry. More 
ihapi a league of the hard . rock has been 
blown up with gunpowder, and a 'wiy 
formed which Teems dangerous to thofe 
•who afe unufed to mountaiilous countries, 
or whpfe heads are apt to turn giddy. It 

is 
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i? about Bine feet broad^ and. (^it^ Jii^ilgd 
over the precipice ; in fqine p^3, ffiff ^ 
.ccmfiderable fpace> it i^ ^ bqllow waj^ 
open only at one fide, the roplf al)ove ppgh 
je6ling over it, of thefapie brea4^i.fin4 
in the fame direfiion^ The aj^eara^Q^ ji? 
peculiarly fipgular : for, as the road wiofitf 
xontinualtyi the fcen^ alfQ continually 
changes; fo that one ftipnienl w.e cgnir 
manded an extenfive view* and the next 
were totally inclofed with barren rock* 
From the beginning of the . deep defoefii: 
we all difmounted, and the hories werjS 
left to thepifelves \ it W9d fomewhat cu«> 
riouiB to fef them picking' put their way^ 
and frequently venturing to the very cdg0 
of the precipice to crop a ftraggling bl^d^ 
of grafc* 

. ^\^ defcent from the top to the plain^ 
j^ about two leagues i whsn you are arf< 
rived at the bottom, and look up, you 
cannot fee the fm^Ueil trac^ of a jcoad ; io 
that a (faranger would hardly believe it pof- 
fible that there really is one, until coOfi 
yinced by his own experience/ 

This place is famous for its hot medijk 
^al fpring$j and accordingly is mucb 

frequented 
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frequented by invalids of various kind»i> 
during this feafon of the year: the pa-* 
tients cither bathe or drink the waters^ 
As far as I can judge from the account^ 
which I have received concerning their 
warmth, their analyfis, the method of 
uiing thern^ and their efficacy in curing 
fhc gout, rheumatifm, obftmftions, Cu- 
taneous diforders, &c. ; they feem nearly 
to refemble thofe of Bath, There are fe- 
veral fprings, of different warmth and of 
different qualities : according to the' moft 
accurate experiments, the Mercury in 
Reauniur's thermometer ilands at 42 de* 
grees, when plunged into the warmeft 
fource. It is fomewhat remarkable, that 
a ftream of cold water iflfucs from the, 
ground within a few yards of this laft- 
mentioned fpring. 

The accommodations for the company 
are very bad : each perfon having for hi» 
own ufe a fmall apartment not more t}ian 
a few feet fquare ; in which there is juft 
room for a bed, a table, and two chairs.. 
The public dining-room is, as you may: 
fuppofe, upon rather a larger fcale, as isr 
alfo a kind of afTembly-room, where the 

company. 



company^ who are very (bciable, meet oc-sr 
cafionally. Formerly the accommodations 
were tolerably good ; but unfortunately, in 
}7 1 9, an avalanche fell with fuch impetuoiity 
from one of the neighbouring glaciersr, 
upoii the village, as to overwhdm the 
greateft part of the houfes and the baths^ 
and to deftroy a confiderable number of 
the inhabitants. 

The company here, confiftirig of a large 
colleftion of perfons from different quar- 
ters of Swifferland, are exceedingly affable 
and obliging: infomuch that feveral of them 
have invited us to their refpedtive houfes 
^t Berne, Neuchatel, &e, ; and this invi- 
tation was made with all that opennefs 
and unafFefted franknefs fo peculiarly cha- 
rafteriftic of the Swifs. Accordingly we 
propofe profiting of their hofpitable offers, 
fijUy perfuaded, that by fo doing, we fhall 
give them an unfeigned pleafure : and in- 
deed it is not difficult to diflinguifh an 
unmeaning invitation of mere formal ci- 
vility, from one which is tendered with a 
real defire of being accepted. Wc dined 
this morning at eleven 3 the bell for fup* 
per is now ringing, and it is fcarce fevcnv 

Thefc 
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Thefe si re primitive hours : but we have 
travelling appetites -, and, provided we can 
but m«(:t with refrelhment, it matters little 
&t what hour, or in what place. 

You jare now probably drinking tea in 
your wi thdrawing-room, from whence yoa 
are enjc^ying that beautiful profpeft I havft 
fo ofteci admired. The fituation of this 
(pot is far more romantic than that of 
Bath» and the waters perhaps are full as 
efficacious : yet this village contains only 
a few m.iferable houfes, while Bath is one 
of the £ineft towns in Europe. I had a 
converfation to-day upon this topic, among 
others, with a very ingenious and well- 
informed gentleman of this country. I 
obferved to him, that, confidering the 
great credit and efficacy of thefe waters, I 
could not forbear wondering that the 
chiefs of the republic had not thought 
the improvement of the accommodations, 
an objeft worthy of their attention; as 
the renderiiig them more convenient for 
the reception of invalids, would undoubt- 
edly be the means of drawing hither a 
great number of ftrangers; and confe- 
quently could not fail of being highly be- 

O neficiai 
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neficial to the country. He afTured me, 
it had more than once been in the ir con- 
templation : but that there were foi ne per- 
fons of great credit . ancl authorit y, who 
Qppofed it, upon a principle iiniilar to 
the policy of Lycurgus ; as they t bought ' 
that a concourfe of ftrangers wou Id only 
ferve to introduce luxury among the in* 
habitants, and infenfibly deftroy tfciat fim- 
plicity of manners, for which the P "aUaifans 
^re fo remarkably diftinguifhed. 

How far the ignorance of a peaple con- 

^ tributes to their true felicity ? or how 

far a fimplicity of manners may be cor- 

jupted by national improvement ? a re quef- 

tionsy which have been much digitated; 

and will never be decided, fo long as it 

ihall be hdd juft reafoning to arg:ue from 

the abufe to the ufe. But I ihould think, 

it will readily be allowed, that fuperfti- 

tion is ever the compuiion of ignorance ^ 

and that a people who are both ignorant 

and fu{)erftitious, muft necefTarily be bene-- 

fited by an* intercourfe with nations more 

in^proved and enlightened than them- 

felvea. 

Not far froia hence, a communication 
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• • 



I 195 ] 

Has beeii made between this place and 
the yillage of Alpen, down a fteep rock. 
Where the mountain inclines ever fo little 
towards a flope, a foot-path has been cut ; 
but ih thofe parts where the rock is diredtiy 
perpendicular^ ladders are placed, not un« 
like thofe by which one goes down into 
mines ; and upon thefe the peafants afcend 
and defcend with heavy burdens tipon 
their ihoulders. I mention fuch circum- 
ftances as thefe, not as being obje£ls in 
themfelves fo remarkable, perhaps, as they 
are reprefented by fome travellers ; but as 
they will give you a ftronger idea of the 
extreme ruggednefs and fingularity of th^ 
country* 

I om, &c. 



LETTER XIX. 

Sion, Auguft ig* 

I BEGIN now to feel myfelf much lels 
conflrained in converfation than I have 
lately been ; as the people in thi$ part of 
the Vallais all talk a kind of French 
patois : for, this town being nearly the 

O 2 point. 
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point, where the German patois termi* 
natesy and where the French begins ; the 
inhabitants confequently fpeak both lan- 
guages. Nothing is more curious or in- 
tercfting to thofe, who* have entered into 
inquiries of this nature, than to obferva 
the gradations of language : but as I own 
my ignorance in this branch of Hterature. 
I can only mention the fimple faO:. 

We fet out this morning at five, and 
came down a very ftecp valley to Leuk, 
a fmall town built upon an eminence near 
the Rhone : that river is here very rapid ; 
and, if. wc may judge by the breadth of its 
.channel, often overflows its banks. Wc 
eroded it at this place, and continued for 
fonje way. through a foreft of firs, till 
we again pafled the river to Sider : from 
thence along its banks to Sion, the capi- 
tal of this dizain, and of the whole Val- 
lais. This tra£l of country, called the 
Vallais, ftretches from eaft to weft about 
an hundred miles ; and is divided into the 
upper and lower Vallais. The former 
, reaches from the cafterp extremity to the 
river Morge, below Sion ; and the latter 
from that river to St. Gingol, fituated 

upou 
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upon the lake of Geneva : the whole con-^ 
taining about 1 00,000 fouls, all Catholics. 

The upper diftrift is fovercign of the 
lower, and is divided into feven independ* 
ent dizains, or commonwealths ; fix * of 
which are democratical, and that of Sion 
ariilocratical. The bifhop of Sion waS 
formerly abfolute fovereign over the greatefl: 
part of the Vallais : at prefent his autho^ 
rity is extremely limited, and he is little 
more than a kind of nominal prince. How- 
ever, all the public ads are iflfued out in 
his name ; he has the power of pardoning 
criminals ; and the money is coined in hiy 
name, and with the arms of the republic* 
He is ftyled prince of the German empire^ 
and count or praefe6l of the Vallais. 

The feven dizains or communities above«f 
mentioned, form, conjointly with the bi^ 
fhop, one republic; and all the general 
affairs are regulated in an aflembly called 
Landfrathy or council of the country, 
which meets twice every year at Sion. Tbi? 
afiembly confifts of nine voices ; jl^mely, 
the bifhop, who has but one vote, tha 

* The names of thefe fix dizains are, Corns, Brieg, 
Jlaren, .Vifp, X^uk, and Sider* 
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,lands-hauptmann, or chief of the repub-r 
licy and each of the feven communities : 
and all their refolutions are decided by the 
majority. In this affembly the bifhop pre-s 
iides^ and the lands-hauptmann collefts 
the votes. The latter is chofen or con* 
firmed by this aflembly every two years : 
and^ upon the death of the bifhop, the 
chapter of Sion chooie four candidates from 
their own body, and out of the£^ the af- 
fembly nominates. Each dizain, although 
it has but one vote, fends to this diet as 
many deputies as it pleafes : they gene« 
rally confid: of four^ — a judge, a banne-* 
ret, a captain, and a lieutenant. The judge 
and. the lieutenant are appointed every two 
years; the two others are for life. The 
democratical dizsuns are exceedingly jea« 
loixi of their liberties, and very vigilant to. 
prevent the deputies from gaining too great 
-an influence. Accordingly, in each comr 
oxiont^ealtfa, before the meeting of the diet, 
a general affembly of the people is fum- 
moned, in which every one of the age of 
■fourteen has a vote : and inftru^lions con- 
cerning all ^airs of importance are by 
them given to their feveral deputies^ which 

the 
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the latter are obKged ftiiftly to follow. By* 
thefe means, the feveral votes in the ge- 
neral diet, do not depend upon the capnc? 
or inclination of the deputies when af- 
iembled; but the matter is firft laid be^ 
fore the particular aflfemblies of each com- 
monwealthy and according to their decifioi^ 
the judge delivers in the vote. 

In all caufes of a certain importance, aji 
appeal lies to this aflembly in the laft re-^ 
fort, from. the inferior courts of juftice in 
the feveral dizains, as well as from thole 
of the bifhop, and of the lands-haupt*^ 
mann. Thus, by the inftitution of this 
fupreme council, all the feveral commU'- 
nities in this country are firmly united^ 
and form in conjunction one body politic, 
or republic, for the general affairs c^ the 
nation at large. In other cafes, each qf 
the commonwealths is governed by its own 
particular laws and cuiloms : and the con- 
ititution of the fix popular ones reiembles 
in a great n^eafii^re Che little democratical 
cantons of SwifTerland. 

Botii the upper and lower Vallais wer© 

formerly dependent upon the bifhop of 

S}oii ; but the inhabitants of the two dif^ 

^ O 4 tridls. 
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tiidts united together in order to limit his 
power ; and, having futceeded in the at- 
tempt, they quarrelled among themfelves 
for the fuperiority. A bloody war enfued ; 
which terminated, in 1475, by the total 
defeat of the lower Vallaifans* Since that 
period, they have continued fubjeft to the 
others ; enjoying however fome very con- 
fiderable privileges. The lower diftrift is 
divided into fix departments, oyer which^ 
bailiffs are appointed by the general af* 
fembly. 

The republic of the Vallais is one of 
the allies of the thirteen cantons ; and 
beiides this general alliance, a particular 
.treaty fubfifts between them and the fevcn 
. Catholic cantons, for the defence of their 
common religion . They have entered likcr 
wife into treaties with France, and other 
powers, with a referve however in all qf 
them refpe^ing their general alliance with 
the thirteen cantons of Swiffprland. 

The bifhops of Sion had formerly a con- 
fiderable influence over the political af- 
fairs of Swilferland ; and Matthew Scha- 
ner, the cardinal biihop, is famous in hif- 
tqry for his gt*eat abilities, his daring, fpi^ 

rit 



rit of intrigue, and his turbulent and reft- 
Icfs ambition. It was entirely owing to 
his reprefentatiohs and influence, that the 
Swifs troops gave the only inftance, per- 
haps, of infidelity to their public engage^ 
ments, of which they were ever guilty; 
by breaking a treaty they had juft con- 
cluded with Francis I. When that mo- 
narch marched into Italy to attack the 
Milanefe, he endeavoured to gain bver the 
Swifs ; who having taken the duke of Mi- 
lan under their proteftion, were the only 
obftacles to the progrefs of his arms* Af- 
ter much hefitation, they were at length 
prevailed upon, by the fubfidies he offered^ 
to enter into a treaty with him : but the 
alliance was no fooner concluded, than the 
cardinal of Sion perfuaded them to break 
it, and continue the war. The Swifs hif- 
torians however record, with triumph, the 
patriotic conduft of two of their officers 
upon this occafion ; who, remonftrating 
againft thi^ breach of faith, drew off eight 
thoufand of their troops ; and returning 
with them to their country, in fome mea- 
sure retrieved the honour of their nation. 
The remainder of the army, inftigated 

; 1. by 
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by the plaufible and artfuleloquence of the 
cardinal, attacked Frands I. near Marig- 
nano ; which brought on one of the moft 
furious and obftinate battles that was fought 
during the bloody wars of Italy. Night 
alone put a ft<^ to the engagement, withi 
out' Separating the combatants ; both ar-* 
mies remaining blended together upon the 
field of battle : Francis flept upon the car«« 
riage of a cannon, at no great diftance 
from a battalion of the enemy. At day- 
break the Swifs renewed the charge with 
their ufual courage, and were received with 
equal bravery. At length the intrepidity 
of the king, and the defperate valour of 
the French, rofe fuperior to the furious 
and repeated attacks of the Swifs ; and 
the latter retired in good order to Milan, 
leaving Francis in poUfefllon of the fiel4 
of batde : an advantage, however, which 
he gained by the lofs of the bravefl: of his 
.troops. 

The fame cardinal of Sion (who always 
entertained the mod: inveterate enmity to 
die French) occafioned alio, by his foie 
intrigues, the lofs of the Milanefe to Frau- 
ds. ^JLautrcp, in the year 1521, command^. 
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(d a body of 12,000 Swifs» wiio formed 
the principal ftrength of his army. On 
the other fide, the cardinal bad obtained, 
by his influence over his countrymen, a 
lecret levy of the like number, to join the 
army of the confederates : and thus, fop 
the firfl: time, the Swii^ were j(cen com« 
bating under oppofifee banners, and ready 
to commit hoitilities againfl: eath other* 
Upon this occafion the cantons immed^^ 
ately difpatched mdlengers, with peremp* 
tory orders for the Swiis in both armies, 
to return to their country. The cardinal 
bribed the meflengers to conceal thefe of« 
ders from the Swifs in the fervice of the 
confederates ; and to deliver them only to 
,thoie who were in the French army. The 
latter obeyed accordingly ; and this de&r^ 
tion fo weakened the army of Lautrec, 
that he was no longer able to make head 
againA the enemy ; in confequence of which, 
Milan, and the principal towns, furren*- 
dered to the confederactes. 
^ , Tlie inhabitants of this part of the Val- 
\^, are very much fubjed to gmters^ or 
lar^e excrefcences of fleflx that grow from 
/(iiejjirpat, and often encreafe to a moft 

enormous 
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enormous fize : but, what is more cxtraor- 
dinary^ idiocy alfo remarkably abounds a- 
mong them. I faw many inftances of both 
kinds as I pafled through this town : of the 
latter, fome. few were bafking in the fun 
with their tongues out, and their heads 
hanging down; exhibiting the moft aflFefting 
fpeftade of intelle6tual imbecillity that can 
poffibly be conceived. The caufes which 
produce a greater frequency of thefe phae- 
nomena in this country than in any other, 
is a curious queftion, which very much ex- 
cites my inquiry ; but I (hall defer fending 
you my prefent opinion, until I (hall have 
gained all the farther information in my 
power to procure. 

The weather in this inclofed vale is ex- 
ceedingly hot: I am at this inftant, al- 
though it is late in the evening, fcarcely 
able to bear the extreme fultrinefs. This 
languid heat is probably one of the caufeSji 
which occalion the inconceivable lazinefs 
and indolence of the inhabitants : although 
fomewhat at the fame, time muft be attri*^ 
buted to the richnefs of the foil; which -h 
fo wonderfully fertile as almoft to prevent 
labour, and fpontaneoufly to produce the 

fruits 
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fruits of the earth. In hd:, the peopte 
affift nature very little : we paffcd feveral 
vineyards, in which the vines were fufFered 
.to trail upon the ground j whereas, if at 
the expence of but little additional pains, 
the branches had been properly raifed and 
fupported, the owner would have been well 
rewarded by the fuperior quantity and qua- 
lity of their produce. 

The dirt and naftinefs of the common 
people, is difguiling beyond all expreilion : 
of which I have had fbme unpleafant proofs 
.from entering into feveral houfes, as well in 
the town itfelf as on my way to it. I have 
)uft been holding a converfation upon this 
fuljefi with my landlord; who, though 
much the naflieft fellow I ever faw, was 
complaining of the uncleanlinefs of the peo^ 
pie ; and feemed to aifign that circumftance 
. as one caufe of the gaiters. This induced 
me to caft my eyes upon the perfon of my 
hoft with fomewhat more attention, in or-- 
der to difcover how it flood with himfelf in 
that refped ; and I ws^s rather diiappoint- 
ed to find that he proved an exception to 
. his own remark. Let njc not, however, be 
, uflderftood as infmuating that all the in- 
habitants 
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habitants in general are either goitrous^ 
idiots, indolent, or dirty ; like that tra- 
veller who aflerted, that all the womAi of 
a certain town were crooked, red*haired^ 
and pitted with the fmall-pox, becaufe his 
landlady happened to be fo. Indeed, I 
look upon national reflections in general^ 
to proceed from the narrowed and moft 
illiberal turn of mind : and I have, always 
been cautious not to judge of the phyfi-. 
cal, or moral chara6ler of any people froili 
a partial and (uperficial view. But as to 
the Angular prevakncy in the prefent in-* 
ftance, of the two natural defe£ts I have 
mtentioned ; it is a fadt which I can ren^ 
ture to affirm, both from my own expe-^ 
>ience, and from various converfations I 
have had with ieveral men of learning and 
obfcrvation of this country : and with re- 
jpedt to the general dirtiiieis and indo« 
lencc of the common people ; it is too no- 
torious to efcape the obfervaticm of the 
moft carelefs traveller. 

Sion is fituated . near the Rhone, at the 
foot of two infulated mountains, that rife 
immediately from the pliain : upon thefc 
are ieveral palaces belonging to the Infliop, 

particularly/ 
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particularly that called Mayoria^ which is 
his principal refidencc, and where the ge- 
neral affembly is held. This town is very 
antient^ and was formerly the capital of 
the Seduni^ who inhabited this part of 
the country in the time of Julius Caefar* 
There are ftill. remaining fbme infcriptions 
that prove its antiquity ; and, among 
others, fi> obliterated that I was not able 
to decypher them^ I obferved one which 
was more legible : it is in honour of the 
lemperor Auguftus, and ^as put up dur « 
ing his eleventh confulfhip. In this inicrip^ 
tion the town is called Civitas Sedun^rum. 

I am, &c. 
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St. Maurice, Aiig;uft oo, . 

AT Sion we parted with our hraies 
and guides, who had accompanied 
us from Altdorf ; and procured a piece of 
luxury, to which we had been for fome 
tinie uiiaccuftomed j I mean a coach« But, 
notwithftanding the concentrated heat of 

the cllmatej and the great fultrinefs of the 

•- •-. 
air. 
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iur, i pifefer riding or walking ; as tjy that 
m^ns one enjoys a more unobftruded view 
of the country : and indeed the fcenes are 
fo beautiful, and fo perpetually changing^ 
that one's attention is Calle4 upon every 
moment by a variety of new obje£^sf that 
ftrongly demand admiration* 

Upon entering the lower Vallais, I 
thought .1 perceived a greater appearance 
of induftry than in the environs of Sion : 
and I am informed^ that thefe people are 
not altogether fb indolent as the latter ** 
But as to dirt» they by no means yield td 
thofe of Sion. 

Wc flopped at the village of Martinac, 
whicfa^ according to antiquarians, was the 
ancient OSodurum. It is faid, that near 
this place may be traced the fiteof Sergius 
Galba's camp^ one of Julius Caefar's lieute- 
nants, who was fent by that general to fub* 
due the Veragri, the Pantuates, and the 

Seduni ; 

* This imputation of indolence will not hold good 
With refpeft to all the inhabitants of the upper VaN 
lais : for in the eaftern part of that ii&vi&y which we 
entered after having crolled the Furca, the foil, 
though far inferior in richnefs and fertility, was much 
better cultivated ^ and £he people feemed more in- 

duftrious 
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Seduni; the antient Inhabitants "of thTefe 
diftrifts. It feems evident indeed from . 
Csefar's defcription, in the third book of 
his . commentaries, that OSiodurum coiild 
not be far from the prefent fituation of 
Martinac } placed as it is in a frtiaU plain, 
encircled by high mountains^ and divided 
by the fmall river Dranfe, which falls not 
far from thence into the Rhone. I cannot 
however afcertain from- my own obferva-* 
tion, whether there aite in fa(9: aiiy traces 
ftiU remaining of a Roman encampment ; 
nor could I get any information concern- 
ing it from the inhabitants : fb that what 
I have mentioned is only upon the faith 
of antiquarians, and from the general po«* 
fition of th? country. 

Near Martinac we were much pieafed 
with the majeftic appearance of the ruin9 
of an old caftle, built upon the fummit 
of a craggy rock, and hanging over the 

m 
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duftrious than any we h^d yet feen in this country^ 
Some phyfical reafons may be affigned for this difFer- 
cnce : for, there the weather is not fo fiiltry, the water 
is not unwholefomc, and the air is remarkably falutary. 
Accordingly, upon our firft entering the Vallais, W9 
did not obfervc any of thofe g6itrous perfons or idiots, 
which flruck us fo much in the midland parts. 

P .V torrent 
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t6f?0fft tRneath : k "msiomerly a cjiftle 
bet^flgipg.to ^«:^ifl3i!PP of S^pn, .find his 
ptrindpal cefidencc. The r road. Ii6$>' from 
thfiQce to St. Maqiice^ utidt^ a chain of 
rocksi with the Rhone flowH^^at a fmall 
diftapce through the midft of a nch vale. 
In our way wc paiTed dofe to .the P^- 
Faf&e i a waterfall^ that defcends froo^^ the 
g^i^ckr above, but which ieenis • to I^urft 
froi9 the middle of the rock : I have f^n 
higher falls, but none more beautiful* 
There i6a cleft in the rock at top i on each 
fide of this opening are fhrubs > and from 
the midft of thefe fhrubs^ the torrenti 
mihing in a vaft body of water with amflsh^ 
ing violence, falls perpendicularly into shti 
valley. Thefe torrents are my great de<n 
light : but perhaps they recur a litttf toQ 
often in my letters to continue to }» 
yours. 

: Towards the extremity of the lowqr Yal-» 
laisji , the two chains of mountains ,tha$ 
boupd this country, approach towards this 
9ihone, which almoft entirely fills up the 
fp9pe between them. In this ipot is fituated 
the. town of St. Maurice, built almoi^ to- 
tally upon the rock, at the foot of ^« range 
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6i^ fteep mountaina^ at a fihELn'<£<^(hce 
froiti the river. Its antient app^addti 
Was Agaunum : it takes that of St. Maurice 
from an abbey, ereAed in the beginximg 
of the iixth century, by Si^ihiond king of 
Burgundy, in honour of a faint fo called^ 
who^ it is pretended) fuffc^ed martyrdom 
in this platoi This faint was the leader of 
the famous Theban legicHi, which confift-^ 
ing of above fix thoufand men, was maA 
iacred (as it is faki) by order of the etn-* 
peror Maximian, for not renouncing Gbrii% 
tianity4 Various hiave been the difputes 
concerning the authenticity of this hif- 
tery : for while fome authors have treated 
it as a mere forgery ; others have con- 
te^ed for its being genuine, with as much 
#armth and zeal as if the truth of Ghrif- 
laanity depended upon the decifion. With- 
out entering into the merits of the qiief* 
tion, I cannot but remark, that the caufe 
of Chtiftianity has fufFered more from 
weak and imprudent defenders, than from 
the fliarpeft attacks of its moft inveterate 
adverferies. Indeed, the queftion cpnc^^- 
'vBL% the number and fiiff<fcrings of the mar^ 
ty^, has occaliotied much idle contrb^' 

P 2 verfy : 
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vcrfy :. for, reduce Ifce popular accounts of 
both as low as probability can r eafonably 
carry them, there will ftill remain fuffi- 
cierit evidence of the wonderful conftaficy 
and calm refblution of thofe primitive vic- 
tims : and whether an hundred thoufand, 
or only fifty, fuflfered for the caufe^ of 
Chriftianity, it will eqimlly Hand u^ott tbe 
fame firm and immoveable foundttion. 
Kor is the inquiry more material concenir 
ing the motives that a£hiated their power- 
ful and cruel adverfaxies. It matters not 
whether Decius ordered the Chriftians to 
be perfecuted, becaufe they had been fa- 
vouired by his predeceflbr Philip, or from 
his attachment to the Pagan rites ;' whe- 
ther Maximin perfecuted them from poli- 
tical motives ; Dioclefian as introducing in- 
nervations in his government ; or whether 
they were favoured by Conftantine from 
conviflion or from policy. For the truth 
of Chriftianity is in no refpeft afiefted 
either by the imprudence erf its early pro- 
feflbrs (if with any they were juftly charge- 
able) or the political reafons that influenced 
the <tohduft of thofc cmpercMrs^ towards 
them. But I am itmning into a digref-' 
- ^ -^ fion> 
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lion i Co it "mil be 'beft t<y (top here, and 
bid you good night. • 

. , Auguftai^ 

A ^fen fiiomanr in£cripti0ns, and thoTe 
chiefly fq)uldua}, as alfo two antient co« 
lundis, defaced and plaiftered^ t<^ether 
With the bridge over the Rhone^ ^T^ch ftill 
ibhfifts ieatire, are the only vifible marks 
i^maining of the antiquity of this town. 
This is the chief entrance into the Vallais r 
and fo wonderfully is this country fortified 
by nature, that a handful of men might 
-defend it againft a very confiderable army« 
' To-day we made ah excuriion kito the 
canton of Berne, in order to fee the fait- 
wodLS near Bex. We crofled the Rhone 
Aver the andent and beautiful flone«bridge. 
Is have jufl: mentioned, confifllng » <^. a 
iingle arch, and.efteemed by the 0K)ft ju- 
^dicious and beft<-infonned antiquarians- tb 
be imdoubtedly Roman. Half of this 
bridge belongs to the Vallais, and the re- 
mainder to. the canton of Berne. -^From 
hence commences ,the bailliage of Aigle, 
^ which reaches to the Pays de Yaud, and 
'W9S formerly, when under the doqiinion 
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oB^^iSu^ koiifb of Savory^ comprifcd with« 
in that diftri6t : at prefent it is cMed 
uoder the German divifion of the canton, 
although the inhabitants talk French. 

Upon oiir anival at the falt-fprings, I 
{>ut:an a wodanan's jacket^ and went int^ 
the mountain 'about 3,000 feet^ ahnoft 
hoiizontallj. The gallery is about eight 
feet h^^ and fix broad> and as nicely hol<- 
lowed a9 if it had been cut with a chif&l : 
it4» by far the moft commodious fubterra- 
neofus paflage I ever entered. The fait is 
propqred from fome fprings, which are 
^;^d within a folid rock, perforatefl at a 
giieatnexpence : the richeft fource yields 
twelw pound of fait in an hundred weight 
of rwater, and the pooreft but*one pound in 
thei fame quantity* Near thefe are feveral 
wsnn. fprings, ilrongly impregnated with 
fvii^uv; fome of which contain alfp a 
mixture of fait ; and will flame if a light- 
ed icandie be put into the pipe through 
w^uch they flow* ^ Not far from the richcA 
of l}ie ijdt-;fprings, fome pieces of rocki- 
ialt^ in^ cubical forms, have been found.; 
l^t' the quantity hitherto difoovered is fo 

very 
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very inconiiderable^ tihat no> advantage 
ari&ifrom it. . j 

Tho watet b.^€omreyBd( by pipes to Be- 
vieux^ iTviier&'theiaitds'.eirtraAed^ If the 
wholft <|«iBatity of tiie impragnated water 
wjbuch contains fb iinail a proportion of 
falt^ were^ to be boiled inunediatety> and 
At <mee ; the confumption of woddrequi- 
iitc for that purpofe^ would ain o mt to a 
great expence4 In order to iave tliis ooft; 
they make uie of what is called a grmiu^ 
ation-hwfe^ conftru£led in the fdhnring 
manner ;'<— It b a Iqng buildings open at 
the fides \ within are r^ged layers of r £ag« 
gots^ piled up to a confiderable height. 
The water in queftion is conTeysd by 
pumps into refervoirs above, from wi&enee 
it falls down upon the faggotSf after hair- 
ing been rdblved into rain by the cnrcent 
of air : in filtering through thefe faggots, 
it depofes a certain portion of its tarthgr 
and felenitical partides, and is received fat 
bottom into other ref«rvoirs ; fxxnxl wbciiHse 
it is pumped up $^aln. This procef»is dt^ 
peated as often as is found neceiTary ; af- 
t^r whkh it is boiled, and the iait chcyfp 
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t^isi .ilpoii tht .fides and i at ihe bottoQ^ 
of the cauldron • 

' Theie falt-woiksv ^um^ thofe of : Aigle^ are 
the only, ones in Swiflerland: and they are 
of great confequence to tbu country ; as it 
muft otherwife depend entirely upon fo- 
reign nations for a fupply of (b effential an 
article. Thcfe works are fuppofed to bring 
in jointly a ne^t yearly profit to govern- 
ment, of above -fcventeen thoufand pounds 
Aerling:: and they furnifli nearly one third 
vof the whdb annual confumption of ^the 
jcanton. The remainder is procured chiefly 
fromiFnuice, which is obliged by treaty to 
.provide the Swiis ftates with this commo- 
dity at. a moderate price : and indeed fo 

high is liie tax upon ialt in that kingdom, 

• 

-4hat even the French fait is fold two thirds 

fCheapsriiL Sw&fTerland, than in many parts 

»rtf;iFraiice>*. i The ordinary pi'ice of com- 

morc«f^ throughout the canton ^ is at the 

late o£ tfaree half-pence per pounds 






*. ArParU, where it is the deareft, a pound of lalt 

is fold for about jj fols, or about fix-pence of our 

money: in fome other parts of France, for inftance 

* in Pranfcbe^Comtc, a pound cofts only 4 or 5 foB i 

. k^tk b furniibed to {be^Swifs at the rate of 2i ibk* 

In 
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* la our excurfion t<xthofe minf^, i«e paflbil 
through a moft delightful coufttry, rkhly 
yarj.egated» and abounding in hanging 
grovq; of Spaniih chefhuts* iaaxpteS^lf 
)>eautiful. lam, &c. 
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LETTER XXI. 

4 » 

I AM now writing to you from the Ikdi^ 
village of 1 rient in the Vallais, on my 
yv^Y to the glaciers of Savoy. From tin 
mountain of the Furca, its eaftem' bqun'- 
dary, two vaft ranges of alps endofe the 
Vallais: the fouthern chain feparates k 
^ from the MUanefe, Piedmont^ and part of 
Savoy; the northern divides it fllrom the 
canton of Berne. The£b two chasns> in 
their varioua windings, form ievira*al fmaU 
valleys^ through which a number of tor- 
rents ruih into the Rhone, as it travcrfes 
the whole country from the Furca to St* 
Maurice.' A country thus entirely enclofed 
within high alps, and confiftmg of plwis^ 
pleyated valleys, and lofty mo^ntain^^ muft 
4ieceflarily exhibit a great varieQr of fttua- 

tions. 
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Ibiw^ climates^ and produ£tions. Accord- 
iA^ifi the Vallais prdents to the curious 
trnveUer a quick fucceffion of profpedb^ as 
beaiktiful as they are diverfified. Number- 
lefs vineyards; rich pafturc;<-grounds cover^ 
oi with cattle ; corn^ flax, fruit-trees, and 
wild forefts : and thefe occafionally bor- 
dlered by naked rocks, the fummits where- 
of are crowned with everlafting fhow, and 
inacceflible glaciers. This ftrong and ftrik- 
tng contraft between the paftoral and the 
fiiblime; the cultivated and the wild; can* 
not but affeft the mind of an obferver 
vrith the moft pleaiing emotions. 
-As to the produ&ions of the Valt^s; 
they muft evidently vary in different parts, 
according to the great diverfity of climates^ 
by which this country is fo peculiarly ^^ 
^nguiihed. It fuppUes more than fufHcienfc 
wine and corn for the interior confump- 
tion : and indeed a coniiderable quantity 
of : both are yearly exported; the foil in the 
midland and lowef parts being exceedingly 
rich and fertile* In the plain, where the 
he^t is collected and confined between the 
m^iitfljflia, the harveft is £o very forwaf d^ 
'ihat it has already for fome titneibeen car^ 

rlej 
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fied in : whereas^ in thA tnoye d 
pafts> faartef is the only grun that < 
cultivated :with any fttocefs i and th 
is fddam cot before November. 
Sion, the %, the mdon, and all the 
fruits of Italy, ripen to pin*fe6tion : in con^ 
fequence of this fingolar variety of di«- 
mates, I tafted in the (ame day (what in 
other part9 is ufually to be had oniy in 
gradual fucceflion) ftrawberries, cherries, 
plumbs, pears, and grapes ; each of thoii 
the natural growth of the country. ' 

With rdpe£t to manufadures; there ^^ 
none of any confequence i and indeed the 
general ignorance of the people is n& iefs 
remarkable than their indolence i (^ diat 
they may be confidered> in regard to knowv 
kdge and improvements, as fome c^ttiriea 
bdiind the Swifs, who are certainly a very 
enlightened nation. The peafants MAom 
endeavour to meliorate thole lands where 
the foil is originally bad j nor to make-th^ 
snofl: of thofe, which are uncommonly fer-^ 
1^ : having few wants, and bring fatif*^ 
fi^ with the l^ntaneous gifts of nature, 
they ei^oy her bleffings without much cMl^ 
fidering in what manner to impr^ idiem^ 

Tho 



The beauties ^d varieties of this couii- 
try you will find amply and faithfully de- 
lineated in that elegant letter of the Now- 
velle Heloifey where St. Prcwx relates his 
excurfion into the upper Yajlais. ^s to 
the truth of the defcription he gives, in 
At fame letter, of the manners of the 
-people ; I can hardly he fuppofcd to be a 
competent judge, from the little time I 
have palTed among jthem. But, as far as 
I have had an opportunity to ob^rve and 
inquire; the pidlure, although in fome 
parts not entirely devoid pf refemblance^ is, 
wponthe v\^hoIe, confiderably heightened. 

Before I take leave of the Vallais, you 
will probably cxpeft, that, according to 
my promife, I fhoiiJd fend you fome in- 
formations concerning the caufes which are 
fuppofed to occafion, or to contribute ta 
render, goitrous perfons and idiots fo re- 

• 

jpnarkably common in many parts of this 
c6Uotry. I have indeed made aH poffible 
lefearches in order to g^n fomie fiitisfac** 
tory intelUgence t^pon fo curious a fobjeft j 
jbut I have the mortification to add,- th^ 
the very faint lights I have been abloitot 

jobtain, have left me almofi as much iU 

the 
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the dark as I was before : you muft reft con- 
tented therefore with jnere conjefture?, 

I (hall begin however with undoubted 
fa£l. The VaUaifans are not equally fub- 
]e^ ' to the above infirmities^ but thole 
chiefly who live in or near the lower parts' 
of the Vallais, as about Sider> Sion, Mar*' 
tihac, &c. The people in general arc a 
robuft and hardy race, as well thofe who 
dwell in the places laft-mentioned^ as thofe 
who inhabit the tt^ore mountainous parts 
of this country. * 

It is a common notion^ that fnowrwater 
occafions goiters : but I have fome reafon 
to think the contrary. For, I have been 
at feveral places, where the inhabitants 
drink no other water thto what they pro« 
cure from thofe rivers and torrents, which 
defcend from the glaciers ; and yet are not 
iub}e£t to this malady : indeed I have been 
alTured, though I will not venture to an- 
fwer foiNthc truth of the affertion, that 
fiiow-^water, (j far from being a caufe, is 
deemed even a preventive* The air of 
the mountains is alfo a ftrong prefervatiye 
agaii^ them ; and goiters have been known 
to diminifh upon elevatedfituations ; where- 
as^ 
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ft9^ttitlMil(i«wf)artti>ftIi0y«Uatt8» i 
•jccreicence once begins to (hew itfbfi^ it 
l^ways continues to encreafe^^ Some dif> 
trifbs are more particukrlj xenuo^abie f<3C 
this diforder than odiers : thus^ in a little 
v^lage, near Sioa, 'almoft aU the iiiiiabl*^ 
tant$ are goitrous^ 

From theft fa£ta it* &cm6 reafimable tor 
c<^u;Iude, that goiters are derived from cer^ 
tam local circumftance« $ and that icvtnd 
cauies, both phyfical and morale may joint«« 
ly contribute to their produ£tion. Amcn^ 
^e phyfical ; bad water, and bad air, may, 
perhaps, be juftly ailigned, but chiefly the 
feflad^ ; which, near the particular diftrifts 
above^^mentioned, is ftagnant, and loaded 
with particles of ttifo. The torrents alio, 
which are formed by the mehing <^ die 
iaows, diflblve this fubftancei or fimilar 
oxMis, in their paflage : and probably this^ 
circumftance has given rife to the notion,^ 
that fnow- water, fimply in itfdf, oeoa-^ 
i)&n3 thefe goiters ; but wherever it hat 
tiiat efFe&, it is ftrongly impregnated vnth 

* This difference, however, may be occafione^ by 
the dlfFerent quality of the water, at well as by the' 
fupenor f utity of lie aijr^ * 

certain 
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certain ftony particles. X Was ihitraiie* 
vera! pools of thefe ftagnant waters, whidf 
I fliould have fuppofed no human being 
to have been capable of drinking. Among 
the moral cauCes, which may be fuppofedl 
to concur in occafioning thde guttural j^b^ 
tuberances; the inconceivable lazinefs and 
negligence of thefe people, may be men- 
tioned. For^ they rarely take the leafi^ 
precaution to guard againft; or to remedy^^ 
the ill effects of their, unwholefome water ^ 
indolently acquiefcing in its confeqii«nce$,t 
they ufe no fort of means either to ^tc^r 
vent or i'emove them. ^ 

The fame caufes, which feem to produce 
the gdters^ {»rob9^bly operate in the cafe 
of idiots : for, wherever in this country 
the former abound, the latter are alfo in 
great numbers. Such indeed is the nio6 
and inexplicable conne&ion between our 
bodies and our minds, that the oneever- 
fympatlu&s with the other : we fee ^b 
^ the body iiiffers, whenever the mind is^ 
deeply afieded by any flroog impreiHon 4i 
, melancholy atid diftrefsi and, in retyrp, 
that whenever the corporeal frame is im- 
paired and fhattered by Ipng pain and£ck«f 

nefs, 



f iH 1 

fuTs, tlUs u&derllan^iig alio is equally out 
of order. Hence it is by no means an 
Hl-gronnded conje6hirt^^ that in the ca6 
before us, the fame canfes which zSdSt thtf , 
body fhould ^Ifo aiFeA the mindi or, in 
otiier words, that the fame waters, fcc. 
which create obftfu£lions, and gciters, 
fhould alfo occafion mental imbectllity and 
difarrangement. . But^ in coi^un£tion with 
cauies of a ^hyfical ncitui^, diere is a mo* 
ral one likewife to be * taken into the ac-^ 
count : for &e children of the common 
people are totally negle£ted by their pa«^ 
rents; and, with no- more education thaii 
the meaneft brutes, are, like thofe^ fuf- 
fered to wallow in the dirt, and to ea£ and 
drink whatever comes in their way. 

I iaw feveral idiots with goiters ; but I 
do not mean to draw any Certain conclu-^ 
fion from that circumftance. For, though 
in general they are the childrcfn of gcntrous 
parents, and have frequently thofe fwett- 
kigs themfelves ; yet the contn^ often • 
happens : and they are fometimes the off- 
:^ring even of healthy parents, whofe other 
ehikiren are all properly organized. S& 
iiist, it ieem^ the caufes above*mention4 

3 ^ 
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bd operate more or lefs upofi fomt cdh-^ 
ftitntions than upon others ; ' as indeed is 
ohfitrvable in iall epidemical difbrders what-- 
foever *; 

I was infohned at Sion, that the num^ 
ber, both of goitrous perfons, and of idiots, 
have coniiderably decreafed within thefe 
few years ; and two reafons were affigned : 
one is» the laudable care which the ma-> 
^ftrates have taken to dry up the ftag^ 
nant waters in the neighbourhood • and the 
other, the cuftom which now generally pre-^ 

^ I was toid by a phyfician of the Vallais, that 
children ^re fomeUihes bom with goiters ^ and I iz\t 
feveral, Tcarce ten yeairs old, who had very large ones. 
Thefe fwdlings, when they encreafe to a confiderable 
magnitude, check refpiration, and render thofe who 
have theoi exceedingly languid and indolent. During 
my expeditibn through the Vallais, I obferved fome 
of all proportions^ from the fize of a walnut to tht 
bignels of a peck loaf. 

The fpecies of idiots I have mentioned above, and 
who are deemed by many authors as peculiar to thi 
Vallais, aire called creiins* Apiong thefe I alfo ob- 
ierved a kihd of fenfible gradation : namely, from thoft 
who^ being, totally deaf and dumb, and incapable of 
Ir^lptng themfelves^ giVe n# proof of their e)ciftence» 
but tht mere animal fenfations ;. to others, who are a 
little more animated, and poflefs fome faint da^mingl 
of reafon* 
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▼ails of fending the children to the moan- 
tains ; by which means they efcape the bad 
cffefts of the unwholefome air and wata*. 

It is to be prefumcd, that a people ac-* 
cuftomed to fee thefc excrefcences daily, 
will not be at all (hocked at their defor- 
ifnity ; but I do not find^ as fome writers 
4flert, that they confider them as beauties : 
I cannot believe that a Vallaifan poet would 
venture to addrefs a copy of verfes to his 
miftrefs in praife of her goiter. To judge 
by the accounts of fome travellers, one 
might fuppofe, that all thefe people, with- 
out exception, were gifted with the above 
appendage : whereas, in fa6t, as 1 have be- 
fore remarked, the Vallaifans, in general^ 
are a robuft hardy race of people ; and all 
that with truth can be affirmed, is, that 
goitrous perfons, and idiots, are moro 
abundant here than perhaps in any other 
part of the globe. 

It has been aflerted alfo by fome, that 
the people very much refpeft thefe idiots^ 
and even confider them as bleflings from 
Heaven ; an affertion which is as ftrongly 
contradifted by others. I made many in- 
quiries in order to get at the truth of this 

matter* 
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matter. Upon my queftioning ibme gen- 
tlemen of this country, whom I met at 
the baths of Leuk, they treated the notion 
as abfurd and falfe: but whether they 
ipoke their real fentim^nts, or were un- 
willing to confirm what they thought 
. might lower their countrymen in the opi- 
nion of a ftranger, will admit perhaps of 
fome doubt. For I have, fince that time^ 
repeatedly enquired among the lower fort^ 
and am convinced, that the common 
people efteem them as bleflings. They, 
call them ** Souls of God, without fin :** 
and there are many parents who prefer 
thefe idiot-children to thofe whbfe under- 
flandings are perfeft ; becaufe, as they are 
incapable of intentional criminality, they 
confider them as more certain than the 
othei's of happinefs in a future ftate* Nor 
is this opinion entirely without fome good 
effeft; as it difpofes the parents to pay 
the greater attention to thofe unhappy 
beings^ who are incapable of taking care 
of themfelves. Thefe idiots are fuffered 
to marry, as well among themfelves as 
with others j and thus the breed is, in 

0^2 fom^ 
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fbihe meafure, prevented from becoming 
extinct *. I am, &c. 

LETTER 

■ 

* Since I wrote the dbovc letter, I have met with 
dn account of theCe Ci^tins in the *^ Recherches Phi- 
lofophiques fur les Americains.*' The ingenious au- 
thor compares them with the blafards of the ifthmus 
of Darien; a fpecies of beings who refemble the white 
negroes. He refers to a memoir written exprefsly up- 
on thefe Cretins^ by the count of Mogiron, and read 
to th« Royal Society of Lyons : I am forry that I 
havt not been able to procure this memoir ; becaufe, 
from the charader given df it by the author of the 
Rechtrches Pbilofophiquesj it mud contain fome very 
curious refnarks. I (Hall here fubjoin his account of 
the Cretins, as being, in many refpeds, more ample 
than mine ; premifing, at the fame time, that it by no 
means appears thefe Cretins are univerfally goitrous. 

** On ne fauroit mieux comparer les Blafards quant 
a leurs facultes, i leur degeneration, et a leur etat,^> 
qu'aux Cretins qu'on vott en aflez grand nombre dans 
le Valais, et principalement a Sion capitale de ce pays : 
lis font fourds, muets, prefque infcnfibles aux coups, 
et portent des goitres prodigieux qui leur defcendent 
jufqu* a la ceinture: ils font ni furicux ni malfai* 
fanti, quoiqu'abfolument ineptes et inclipables de 
penfer ; ils n'ont qu'une forte d'attrait aflez violent 
pour leurs befoins phyfiques, et s'abandonnent aux; 
plaifirs de fens de toute efpecc fans y foup^onner au- 
cune crime, aucune indecence. Les habitans du Val-^. 
lais regardent ces Cretins comme les anges tutelaires 
des families^ comme des faints: on.ne les contrarie 

jamais. 
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l!e T T E R XXII. 

•t 

Geneva, Auguft 28. , 

UPON quitting Trient, we went along 
fome narrow vallies through forefts 
of pines by the fide of the torrent of Tri- 

ent ; 

jamais, on ks foigne avec afEduite, on n'oublie rien 
pour les amufer, eC pour fatisfaire leurs gouts et leurs 
appetits; les enfa^ts n'ofent les infulter, et les viell- ' 
lards les refpedent. lis ont la peau tres livide et naif-» 
fentCretins, c'eft-a-dire auffi ftupides, auffifimples qu'il 
eft poffible de I'etre : les annces n'apportent aucun 
changement a ieur etat d'^brutiiTement : ils y perfiftent 
• jufqu' a la mort, et on ne cfonnoit point de remed& ca- 
pable de les tirer de cet aflbupiilement de la raifon, et 
de cette defaillance du corps et de I'efprit. U y en a 
des deux fexes, et on les honore egalement, foit qu'ils 
foient bommes ou femmes. Le refpe^t qu'on porte a 
ces perfonnes atteintes du Cretinage, eft fonde (\xt 
Ieur innocence et Ieur foiblelTe : ils ne fauroient pe- 
cher, parce qu'ils ne diftinguent le vice de la vertu ; 
ils ne fauroient nuire, parce qu'ils manquent de forc^» 
4e y^illance, ou d'envie ; et c'eft juftement le cas des 
Blafards, dont la ftupidite eft aui& gronde que celle 
des Cretins." 

In another part he, fays, '^Mr. De Maugiron attri** 

.bue }es caufes du.Cretinage des Vallaifans a la malpro- 

prete, a Teducation, aux chaleurs exceifives des vall^^ 

^tt3( eauX) et aux goitres qui font communs ji tous les 

0^3 cnfw^ 
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cnt ; and foon afterwards entered the val- 
ley of Orfina, which led us to the fmall vil- 
lage of that name : a little way from Tri- 
cnt we entered the dutchy of Faucigny, 
which belongs to Jthe king of Sardinia* 
Our road was very rugged, till we arrived 
at the vale of Chamouny ; the great moun- 
tains and glaciers of Savoy rifing majefti- 
cally before us. 

There are five glaciers, which extend al- 
moft to the plain of the vale of Chamouny, 
and are ieparated by wild forefts, corn- 
fields, and rich meadows : fo that immenfe 
trafts of ice are blended with the higheft 
cultivation, and perpetually fucceed to each 
other in the moft Angular and ftriking vi- 
ciffitude. All thefe feveral vallies of ice, 
which lie chiefly in the hollows of the 
mountains, and are fome leagues in length, 
unite together at the foot of Mont Blanc ; 
the highefi: mountain in Europe, and 
cprobably of the antient world. 

enfans de ce pays ; mats il y exifte probablement une 
autre caufe fpecifique, que Ton fera plus a portee de 
connoitre quand on fera parvenu a obtenir laperrailfion » 
de dilTequer un de ces Cretins/* 

See RecJ)trches Pbilofopbtques fur Us Americalns^ f^c* 
Far Mr. DeP , ^atrieme PartU* Sexton L 

5 Atcording 
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According to the calculations of Mr. 
Dc L\ic, (by whofe improvement of the 
barometer, elevations are taken with a dew 
gree of accuracy before unattainable,) the 
height of this mountain above the lev^l of 
the fea is 2391 1 French toifes, . Mr. de 
JSaufTure, profeflbr of natural philofophy 
at Geneva, has made ufe of the aboye ba- . 
rometer in meafuring the elevation of fe-? 
veral very confideraWe mountains* This 
great improvement of the barometer marki 
a diftinguiflied aera in the hiftory of natu- 
ral philofophy ; as, before it was rectified 
by that ingenious naturalift Mr. de Luc, 
its uncertainty was fo great, that there was 
no relying upon the menfurations, which 
had been taken by that inftrument *. 

I am 

* It was bythls means that Mr. de Luc found the alti-i> 
tude of the glacier of Buet ; and from thence he took 
geometrically the elevation of Mont Blanc abov? the 
Buet. The labours of this celebrated naturalift, and 
his rules for computing heights by the barometer, 
are to be found in his very valuable treatife ** Sur 
les Modifications de rJtmofpherc" Thefe rules are ex- 
plained, and his tables reduced to Englifh meafure, by 
Dr, Ma&elyne, R. A.) and ftill more fully hy'T)r. 
•Horfley, fecretary to the Royal Society : both thefo 

Q, 4 treatifQS 
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Perhaps in no ;inftance has the im^ma- 
txon of man been more given to amplifica*< 
tion» than in afcertaining the heights of 
mountains. I have been confiderably 
amufed to-day .with confidering this article 
in Gniner's ddcription of the Swifs gla- 
ciers. In one ^f the chapters, he ;has 
given the altitude of fome of the raoft re- 
markable mountains of the globe, agree- 
ably to the calculations of ieveral famous 
geographers and travellers, both antient 
^d modern : 

According to Strabo, the higheftl Toife$. 

mountain of the antient world L 3 ,4 n 
was about - - - j 

According to Riccioli - - 58,216 
According to Father Kircher, who 
took the elevations of moun- 
tains by the uncertain method 
^f meafuring thdr ihadows, 

j£tna is - - - - - - 4,000 

The Pike of Teneriff - - io,ooto 

Mount Athos - - - - 20,000 

LariiTa in Egypt -» - « 28,000 

ftandard. Probably the Scb^reMom will be ftnmd to 
be the higheft .m9UnUin hi the old world, exceptiiig 

,M9nt Blanc. \ 

But 
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But thefe feveral calculations are evi- 
dently fo extravagant, that their exagge- 
ration cannot but ftrike thie hioft common 
obferver. If we confult the more * modern 
and rational accounts; it appears, that the 
Pike of Teneriff and i^Etna have been fre- 
quently fuppofed to be the higheft moun- 
tains of the globe. The former is eftimated 
by fome natural philofophers, to be 3,000 
toifes above the level of the fea; but a*- 

* In order to determine with abfolute certainty that 
Mont Blanc is the bigheft point of the old world, it 
would be necefTary to eftimate, by the fame mocle of 
menfuration, Mont Blanc, the Schereckhorn, the Pike 
of TenerifF, the mountains of the Moon in Africa, 
the Taurus, and the Caucafus. 

The latter have long been deemed the highefl inoun* 
tains of Afia ; and fome philofopbers, upon condder- 
ing the great fuperiority, which the eaftern rivers' have 
over the European, both in depth and breadth, .have 
drawn from thence a prefumptive argument, that the 
Afiatic mountains are much more elevated than thofe 
of Europe. But conje£^ures are now banifhed 'from 
natural philofophy : and, till fome perfon of fufficient 
ability ihall (hew -from undoubted calculation^,* that 
the higheft part of the Caucafus rifes more than 15,000 
feet above the level of the . iea, Jfont Blanc may be 
fairly confidered as more elevated. 

N. B. Throughout the text I have made ufe of the 
French toife, confiftipg of iix Fixnch feet. 

cording 
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cording to Feuill^e, this elevation is reduced 
to 2,070 toifes } (and this meafurement too 
is probably fomewhat beyond the truth) 
whereas iEtna, by the accurate computa- 
tions of Mr. De Sauflure, rifes only * 1672 
toifes above the fea. So that from thefe 
obfcrvations, as well as from thofe which 

,* About 10,660 Englifh feet. According to Sir 
tjcorgc Schuckborough jo,954 : who fays, ** I have 
*' ventured to compute the height of this celebrated 
^' mountain ftom my own tables, though from an 
*^ obfervation of }Ar. De Sauflure, in 1773, which 
^' that gentleman obligingly communicated to me. It 
** will fcrve to Ihew that this volcano is by no means 
the higheft mountain of the old world ; and that 
Vefuvius, pUced upon mount -^tna, would not 
be ec^ual to the height of Mont Blanc, which I 
*' take to be the mof^ elevated point in Europe, Afla, 
<* and Africs^." 

I am happy to find my conjedures corroborated by 
that ingenious and accurate obferver. Feet. 

Height of ^tna, according to Sir George 10,954, 
Of Vcfuvius, according to Mr, De Sauflure 3,900 

Of both together - - - ^ - 14*854 
Height of Mont Blanc, according to Sir v 

George - J - - - l'^'^^\ 
Pifference,-^or the height of Mont BlaiK; 1 

above that of £tna and Vefuvius taken > 808 
together •* • • • ^ J 






- • *. 
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have been made by other travellers, whofe 
Ikill may be depended upon, it will ap- 
pear that there are few mountains, except 
thofe in America, (the elevation whereof 
reaches, according to Condamine, to above 
3,000 toifes) which are equal in height* to 
Mont Blanc. 

The accefs to Mont Blanc has been 
hitherto found imprafUcable. About two 
months ago four inhabitants of Chamouny 
attempted to reach it ; and fet out from 
that village at ten in the evening. After 
above fourteen hours moft violent fatigue, 
employed in mounting rugged and dan- 
gerous afcents, in croiling feveral vallies 
of ice, and large plains of fnow, which 
was in fome parts fo loofe, that they funk 
in it down to the waift ; they found them- 
felves upon the fummit next to Mont 
Blanc. At fifft fight, it appeared fcarcely 
a league diftant ; however, they foon dif- 
covered that the cleamefs of the air, the 
extraordinary whitenefs of the fnow, and 
the height of that mountain, made it feem 
nearer than it was in reality : and, they 
perceived with regret, that it would re- 
quire at leaft four hours more to a^rrive 

at 
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at it, even fuppofing it were prafticable. 
But as the day was now far advanced, and 
the vapours towards the fummit of Mont 
JBlanc began to gather into clouds ; they 
were obliged to return without having ac- 
complifhed their enterprize. They had no 
time to lofe : and as they were returning 
in great hafte, one of the party flipped 
down in attempting to leap over a chafm 
of ice. He had in his hand a long pole, 
ipiked with iron, which he had flruck in- 
to the ice on the other fide of the open- 
ing; and upon this he hung dreadfully 
fufpended for a few moments, until he 
was taken out by his companions. The 
danger he had jufl: efcaped, made fuch 
an impreillon upon him, that he fainted 
away; and continued for fome time in 
that fituation : he was at length, how- 
ever, brought to himfelf, and, though 
confiderably bruifed, he fufficiently reco- 
vered to be able to go on. They did not 
arrive at Chamouny till eight that even- 
ing, after having pafTed two and twenty 
hours of inconceivable fatigue, and be- 
ing more than once in danger of lofing 
their lives in thofe defolate regions ; but, 

as 
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as fQihe fort of recompence for fo much 
danger and fatigue, they have the fatisfac- 
lion, at kaft, to boaft of having ap* 
proached nearer to Mont Blanc than any 
former adventurers ♦. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XXIII, 

Geneva, Auguft 30. 

AUGUST 23d, (the day of oiir arrival 
at Chamouny) we mounted by the 
fide of the glacier of Boffon, in order to 
fee les Murailks de glace y fo called from 
their refemblance to walls : they confiil 

of 

* According to Sir George Schuckborough, the fum- 
mit to which they arrived, is more than 13,000 feet 
above the Mediterranean. Thefe perfons however do 
not feem to have taken fufficient precautions for fo 
perilous an enterprise : for the expedition was not on- 
ly hazardous to a great degree, but it was alfo too fa- 
tiguing and too difficult to be accomplifhed within 
twenty-four hours. They ought to have fet out in 
the morning ; to have taken furs with them ; and, if 
poffible, to have found fome proper place in which to 
have paiTed the night. If that could have been ac- 
compliihedj and if by any means they could have 

guarded 



large ranges of ice of prodigipus thicks 
nefs and folidity, rifing abruptly jFrojn thca^i-^ 
bafc, and parallel to each ,pther. Some . 
of thefe ranges appealed to us about jan 
hundred and fifty feet high ; but, if we 
may believe our 2;uides, they are fouj* 
hundred feet above their real bafe. Near 
Aem were pyramids and cones of icie of 
all forms and fizes^ fhooting up to a very 
confiderable height, in the moft beautiful 
and fantaftic fhapes imaginable. From 
this glacier, which we crofled without 
much difficulty, we had a fine view of the 
vale of Chamouny. 

¥hc 24th. We had ptopofed fallyihg 
forth M morning very early, in order to 
go to the valley of ice, in the glacier of 

guarded thcmfclves . againft the piercing cold, they 
would have been fufficiently refrclhed the next morn- 
ing 1ti.'|iurfuc their expedition; and would not hav^ 
foun^ ]tl^m£;lv€S, after advancing within four hours 
of Mont £lancv fQ fetigued and terrified as to b^ ua^ 
able to proceed ^ nor the, day fo faf fpent^ that, had 
they gone on, "they muft have been overtaken by dark- 
nefs, aPhd would probably have either fallen down 
one ofjfoe j>rccipic6$^joc faavt^ periflied ivith cold. 

Sec ^-afcou&t^of this cxpedUio/i it^Pifynption d(\ ^ 
fifpea)Ju ,\Iint fiiqnithy \%h "^p^^^^ ■ ,. . . . -.. 

• ^^ ' Montenvcrtf 
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Mbhtehvert, and to penetrate as far as 
file time would admit; but the weather 
proving cloudy^ and likely to rain, wtf 
d^erred fettihg out till nine, wheti ap« 
pearances gave us the ];iope of its clear- 
hig up. Accordingly we procured three 
excellent guides, and afbended on hor(e!« 
back fome part of the way over the mouA^ 
tain which leads t6 the glacier a1>0ve-men«^ 
tioned : we w^re then oblig^ to difmbunt/ 
and fcriipbled up the rdft of the moun- 
tains (chiefly covered with pines) kk>ng a- 
fteep and nigged path, called " the road 
^ of the ahryjial-hunters."' From the fliffi* 
tiilt of the Montenyert wc defcended a' 
little to the edge of the glacier ; ahd made 
a refrefhing meal upon fome cold pro- 
vifion which We brought with us. A large 
block of granite, called" ^* Ld pierri des 
** Anglou^^ ferved us for* a table ; and neat 
Us was a miferable hovel, where thofe, whO'' 
make expeditions towards Mont Blanc, 
frequently pafs the riig^t. The feeiie 
around us was magnificent ^d fuHime ; 
numberleis rocks rifing boldly i»bovctlMi 
clouds, fome of ^niioft tops wo-ebatef 
others covered ^th fiiow. Many of thefi} 

R gmduaUf 
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jni^, .ep4 in OwR ppw)* '- n^.- W tl^ 
^iTcuqiftanpe th?y ?«re called. fhft^^^^^frf^ 
Bietw?«n !th?f^ rocjcs. the .yfj^ -.fi 4l'i^ 
ft^:!ej^e5f«v:er^U9Jigiws in l^igth^.i^jii 

pearly a milebrofttli e}^tq;>d^ng pn qnei;^ 
towards Mont Blanc and, on the.jfj^ef^ 
tqwa^^s the plain pf Chamouoy ,. . , , ^ 
4^ wthad fufiicientlyrejBrefiied..o]A^5 
f4^9«^ we prepared,. fpr our advent^J)f 
a(^prs the ice. We had each ofua a Ipf^ 
ppl^, Q>i^ with icpi^i and, in <»-der..to 
(fqijife ps as qiuch as poilible from ilipi> 
gi^>, the. guides faftencd to our ihpes 
€fam^s^ con^ftiQg of a iinall bar oi[ in^^ ' 
to which are fixed four iinall ^ikea ^ 
th^,i^u]|e xnetaL The difficulty of croifing 
Ihfife valleys of iop» arii<» froaa the ixf^^ 
1%p^l^, ch^fmStt They are produced by fot 
ypi^ caufis ; but. more, particularly by thf 
^<;^^n\ifd melting of the interior &irface.t 

.1 . '.'.*' * • • ' ; 

. ^pChi^ Tiiifpn of tlur ptinci^aLo^ ift AiguiUe 4^ 

Dmux, Aiguille dc Moinc, Aiguille de Tacul, Ai- 

guilfle de Cbahnekux : and ttiore of the five glaciers, 

nifM ftxSetch'torvnLtds ilA plidn ^ Ghamoiony, ^nd^iUite 

:a^* t|» fccDt'^of Moiit filaiie, m Ibconi, Bdiifci% 
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w1i61e irials 'is-Tdaaehly rfeat aftiiKlgr ift 
&at 'puciuimr ^lace widi a iiioft Vtbleht 
ei^ftdnV • Wtf tbHdd down laiigi ft(nie& 
$hi!6 fiivef^ 6f thei& j a^ f fie g^f len^ 
ef'tStee l>efbfe ti«7 itachedtHe bottom, 
jgave Us foine conception p( their -de^fll i 
cM^'gtuifej afiuhid Ms; fhat ifi fbthe places 
fhef«te SveltaaSied fiict deep: 1 can lid 
MerWift codv^ to you ah im^ge of '"^^ 
iinmehfe body of ice, confiftm^ of t*on4 
fi^ed. irregular lidges ahd' detp clndmsi 
i!Mii bjf^ relembKhg it to a f^n^ kia; ^at 
hsid 6een inftahtaneoufiy fro^h iii ' liii 
indft of a violdii ftontt. - '^ ^ 

- We b^gan our vnSk with gfe* fkiwiieih 
find deliberation, but we grachisdiy 
ttiore Courtage and confident' asf W4f 
^hced ; and we -jEboti found thilt ^ 
mAy -pads along- ^6fc part^/ t^Kei'e mh 
sfcent and defcent were - not veiy confider* 
ttble, mUcW faftef tVeii than vi'M^^iidn^ 
at' ^e rate of our ' <&>ihrnoh pace-: in other 
pa^ we leaped over tfhc ddfts, stad J^d 
4oiwii the -fteeper defeeiaits* as*: ^vmU* at * igMh 
could. Ih- OHii pfefee,- whti^ ire Aaftm ^ 
' •! R 2 aad 
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row ridge of icc ifca|ipf ly, tiiw?.mch^s broad 4 
we were . obligedTto tread with peculiar 
raution : for, on each fide were chafms of 
a jgrcat depth.. We.;yfaqsed ^n^e^a^^s, 
fidcy\fays along this ridge j fl?pt acyofs/^j 
chafm into a little hplov^, which tiie $^d^, 
made on purpofe for our feet; and got ud^ 
anafcent by means of fmall holes w|iich y^^ 
made' with the fpikes of pur pol?s. ^^1 t|)j$ ^ 
founds teri^ible; but at the tijine vft 1^, 
yione of us the leail ajppreheniions of dafi^r^ 
ger, Bs the jguides were exceedingly care-^^ 
fuJ^ afid took excellent precautions.- Qi>j^ 
of OIK iervants had the courage to £olk>\v: 
us without framponsf and with T\p j}z\\^ tQ^ 
hi&fhoesj^ which was certainly dai|gf;rou^i^ 
on. account of the ilippeiinefs of the lea^ 
ther when, wetted. JF^e got al9l\$ bowiyj^i:;^ 
fu^iifmgly well i. tlipugh .in fome .piacg|- 
9^e yi^ere ^armed^ Idl he fhpuld, {lap ^ppn. 
tlie.cdge of pne.pf tlw^e'chafins.: W.M^: 

^li.;^^^* ^app^np^ to any of us.vt^ 
muj^^ inevitably have beep loft ;. having.^;)^-. 

le^ejd. to provide, ourfelves. with long rpiK^, 

ii).. fafe of %h, an ev^t. . TJ^s maij. wif^ 

P'pi??fe. ttp.lrft .pwJ^fl^ Wj¥>wf^<* :XS^:», 
I J J- tured 



■am i^mi^'-i^4 ^•^e;'v<^a%%i'^'^ 

c^amcns 6p naiK^ ta his Ihoes. ■ 

we^ vi^ef-c: ' iiow alnioft" afhvcd at tKd 
dtn^r extremity, wheii we weit ftoppcd by 
^^i^Ssi^ohTdid/ih^ tlv're wis no'polH-' 
lality 'of paffihg It :\we were obliged t6' 
i^ilie s circuit of above a quarter of a mite/ 
in braft'to'^et round this vaft opcaing. 
Tms wiir give yoii fome ' idea of the^difii- 
dlitV' attending excurfions over ibmc'br 
tn«e glaciers: and ourguides informed us/ 
that when they hunt the r^S^wb/V arid' the 
marmoittsj in thefe defolate regions ; lKel£ 
Unavoidable circuits generally carry tliiem fix* 
or feven miles about, when they wouldliave 
tJrily two niiles to go if they could proceed iiT 
a: ftraight line. A ftorm threatening us every 
mbrkent, we were obliged to haften off the 
glacier as lift as poffible : for, raiii Fenders 
t!i'6 ice exceedingly ftippery ; andinxaft ot a 
fog (which generally aecompaiiies a ftorh;i 
fa thefc upper regions) our fituation Would 
likvtf been ext'femely dangerous'.' And indeed 
weiJad no 'time to lofe ; for the tempcft' be- 
gin jiift as we had quitted the ice'- and iTodh 
t)Scame • Vef V Molerit, ^attended with frei* 
fluent ftalRgs'pf l^htnip^i ian41oud p^ab q^ 
r'"' ' R 3 thunder. 
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1^elioiiavrSQf'^6rt<ycmt^ added grttitr. 

- ^' to the iwfiil i^ldiiiiity V theflwfte,- i 
'" We now ddSbended ^ vei^ifteep^pMii^ 
^ j)iee^ and for foniQ way were obliged itQ 

itkwi upon otir hands ancHost dowi^^a bi^ 

rock ', the ftorm at the jps^me^ time rcuiakg' 

^-6ver iis, $.nd rendering the rockr extreinely 

* jlippeiy : we were fey tbi^ time q\jite ^et 
' 'l&rdngh, but w^ got to the bottojn l^owe^er 
^-^^idiout much hurt. Upon <^lbrving the 

^^nWftenfe 'extent ^ thefe glaciers, I cotld 
•'iiot'help remarkhig (and it is a wciwi- 

•llanee which many other travellers have 

obTerved before) what a fut«l k hc#e laid 
-^'Hipfof the fupply of rivers i and that-thc^ 

fources^ whic!^ give rife to the ithinejp thQ 
'Rhone, and the Po will nevgr faili Ijre-f 

^turned at kng^ to the itifi^ as dripping 

' -WW as if rhad been plunged into water i 

^ but 'perfeaiy fatisfied with my expedition t 

- - At Grindelwald, ^nd at LtauterbrumMill, I 

* had fcnrcdy feefaf^ glacfcr i owing to the 
ignorance of the guides : £uid this: induced 

. ine to fufpefl; that all ir^ich had rbeea faid 

• 6?c page* 17a, and 173, 

I 
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not cmfmtf^ r^py long^ ?at Ch^»<^yi 

..fep/ I^uld .baye: Jl>34 f^at pleafijjfte iii 
oJiitikifl^.^flfiMWiteitfurfio^ towap4s Mont 
f^-fiJiaiic; and i»p^ietr^ag farther into thofii 
^ ^fiSofht^ but ma^iificeilt regions^ 
\'v:f<»nii0t conceive any fubjeft in natural 
r iiiftory more curious than the formatioQ: 
[<^as4 progi^ef^ of thefe glaciers i rvuuiin^ 
: if ar into^ fiekb of ^orn ^nd rich paftw€> and 
M)png, without being melted^ in a fitaatxon^ 
. . where the fun has power fufficient to ripen 
. the irmts of the field : it is literally true^ 
; l^at with one hand we could touch ice^ 

[find with the other ripe corn. But, as this 
..:is. a foSijd^^ too important to be treated 
. Aiperficially, 4nd requires much accurate 

- .pbfervation, and repeated i^xperimen^al m^ 

: vfifl;igat}Oi| ; I £hal][ not attempt to . enter 

Into it. I will beg leave neverthekfs to 

1 4[roii3dble you with one obfervatk>n, which I 
^ made ; and it will Csmc Us^ prove the occa* 

tfiKMSal encF^afe and duninutipn of the glav 
y ^cicrs; c«ntraiy to tber opinio^ of fomt 

l^ways t^ ixca^i an4 of others who aiTerf, 
y, ,,■•: '11 4 that 
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j?fts, .tbat cxperieiice ^4. t^th are %r\j. 
ficedAo the iUgp&rtiijp o£ aji»¥9m^ 
hypothesis.- }ndee4 the £»^ {osjoifi tobfit 
il)a^ ^tjie^ glaciers in fome. years, ^acneaic 
<^niiderabiy in extent, while, in others 
tliey^.r^e;, and of this 1 ^m j«rfc^Iy 
^qi^vyao^d frqm thp fpllo\yipg circu%» 
A'ances : . 

^ Xh^e borders of the valley of ice of th^ 
Racier pf Mpnte^ vert, are mqftly ikirtQ4 
wit}\treeft;: towards its foot ^ vafl arcl^ o^ 
ice r^f^s to ne^ ai) hundred, feet in height | 
{rpm ./inder which, tl^e coutiaued ^Sh 
mBt ^f 9m the mejting of the ice and fhftif 
ire colle6ted tc^ether, and fprm the At-c 
yerqii i which ruftjes forth with couft4cr-r 
able force, and in a large body of water. As 
Mre apprcKiphed the extremity of this arcl)« 
ive 'pafr«l^tfir04ghi)L;iypo4 qf, firs: thofp 
^hlch ftan^ at a little ^iftance from, the, ice 
ar^iabqut ei^ty feet bigl?^ and . are i^iir 
wn^oubtedly of a.yefyjrrcat.^ge^,,:pc^iiiKfif» 
thcfc and the jjlacifr,.;the. ftpe^.w «^l» 





late, 1i^ ledi ov wiD t fu ed, and enyetb]^ 
m i^-itiei' ttr fdl thefe ifeveral trtes;'Fe^ 
ftb^ively i?tusrt6(lin' the 4>ot^ I h^ve. nic^^ 
«K>ned» tiiere feems t6 b? a kind of regular 
ff^6sd&c(n in thdbr age, from the larg^ fize 
to thofc that lie proftrate. 
cv Thpfe Ads fairly le^; it Ihould Ifccmt 



td the following conclufions : ^— - that tile 
glacier onee extended as far as the ro?^ of 
tall firs ; that, upon its retiring^ ^ number 
cf trees have {hot up in th* v^ry fpots whiclS 
it formerly occupied; that, within, fbinie 
years/ the glacier has agai^ begyii to 'ad« 
yaince ; ' and in its progrels has overturned^ 
the trees of later date, befpre they have 1ia4 
tiiiie to grbw up to any confideraMe height. 
To thefe circumftanqesj another 'fa6i: ni^^y 
be sodded; whidi appears to me jeonvincing^ 
There are targd ftones of granite^ ^J^ch 
are found only at ^ fmall diflance f ro^ t|ic 
tictremities of tfje glacier, , . Thefe arf vafl 
fragments, : ivfai&h have certainly f^illen 
down from the mountains ujton, the ^^cf^ 
Kaye b^n catri^d on by t^ glficier ^' it? 
. -- encreafei 



iM<^ ^ the |>iaM opcU^Ctf' t^ t^ l^ger. 
pines. •''- ■^'■'-> • 

' <''A^ w^ |>if<>cbecMi fkM» Olamcyuti^^ the 
lt%Ilfl of 1^ mountains gcsOSBttMltf ^Blai- 
iyihed ;; • anet : t^ feverat vfOkja throQgh 
|i^fi( %« pafSa, 'vfercr diveiMtd in their 

• Jg^res "and pre^ttftions in a • very agree- 
jf^^]]lilinnef. . Thefc fcenes, t<s i^i^^UePs 
fi^b-cbmo Iroftk' the more eultivaiSed andt 
iel^ irbihaxittic part^ of SWiH^rktldr iSKtft 
ij^iear' ififinitefy aftooHhing ; but i^th re> 
^)Jft t6 otirfelVes, who are Utdy arrived 
Droth the wilideAf^tcdtmtrir, and tkd;^«(iO!flb^r« 
fiuii^iefes, tiieym^do but little fi»|H^t^A. 

iW6 fbllo^ad thff CQUrfe ^ the Ai>v«; 
'Miiili niihes alon^'iH a ^ibooi>o^ ton^nt 
^t\ht -pixt of ikti "w^, ^h^hc-4mAiSst^ 
fertdhe ^^/t came *o a defce*ft, ^(*M?fe'- oi^ 
oitr fi^t^haiid tjMs a fmalt lake'fbh^ed'hy 

i' 9 from 
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,n&^* m^ tlifrlfH^far^ ^ tfa« little U^ 

oUp^ vqru^iaM- ?*(^ Iww^ we ^Bfcjjft^ 
r«d inte ^«.pUinr;\^h»(^ continqes $4ii^. 

contracts to a narrow pafi, T^^||^f^^ 

; %s« tM this lit^ plain was oafie ^Jbkcj^ 

ind indeed its i^apn* ^apd ti^ ^^^^^ 

the foili fti^ tp justify tradi^ioiH. jP)^ 

part is laid wait^ l^y tbff unruly A>p^ 

. which frequently oversows its hu^k^-ffftd( 

the reft is n^oiUy covered with fiiiit-triqeBt 

Not fyr fiwa Magland we ^opp^to 

Admircx a beautiful iaU <^ water», csij^c^-^ta 

^^ade-gf Afpen^^; it is a tpafe^t w!^ 

fvflies, l}|:e the Staubbach, %>«\ an tm-r 

pending c^k. M^hepi iawit, .%f|^.ifaa 

» confjderable vm^ wjbiiQh drovjei^fiil^r-r 

^B9nt> fo<|H af^r jtfr IfXfm ^ W*^ at 

Hftft an. hWDdred yar<|? out of i^e,0ffgjfnT 

dicvMr difcaion, i^|<^ 99 M^n^ •W?HI»'' 

cei^hle fpray : - 1 , th^ ^f^d it ^icl^ng 

dj^ tJife, fidei <jf : ^hp ^KHUitFMAs 4ft a 

iIVHiim»4.:&itk;^^MfM, -ifjfc^Ji. Ufiit^ gJ^ a 

c. . fid|;e 



riflgS 6rihe rockf kia ft^^iito JtKfehce foitn- 
<sl' three cafcaiefs, alf <filEereiil:' from each 
ofe- The 1)ddy of wrfttfi' was ibucK' 
more conliderable than that of 'the Sfaub*^- 
bskrhf and the fzH appeared to me al^oge^ 
fhcf «s' high. - Between Maglahd anc! 
duftr' we took i guide to donducl ns to' 
ti&c^cave 6f ^ume; of which we had'reaH 
a^'^xnbfl: magmficcht defcription. Though^ 
^•Afcfenf *was not very high, yet it was £b 
ifec'^-'tSiat we were- nearly an hour lo 
reit^ing it r we" then fcfambled along an 
iigrj^edpfee, frdrn which we mounted a 
ladder \; ^d by the aid of the branches of 
a'ntit^tree growing out of the rock at the 
niouth'iof the Cave, we pulled ourfelves 
in*b fi iiAural cavetti more than a quarter 
of 'it' iaih in length, and forming various 
bi^incaierfffiat Md iiifo lofty vaults'and fpa-i' 
cidttirbpclnihgj.' A man of a ver^ waihi 
imi^||Miafi6h,'niightperiiaps have difcbver-] 
eft «''4Sid|;iilfi(ient chapd with a natural 
XKfpcIki!, kh'arifenal; thfe fuinsr of a ibrnptu- 
•dti#ipW*ee, &e.j but as for my ^ait, ^^' 
£i^''CfBif~9r {pactovs cave, io^ert^ ymth." 
ftaisait^i- fjikife, ianB petrifaaioils, ^WcV 
jhone beautifiiUy «not:^h,'" tot whJch 1^ 

havQ' 
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have f|«j j|i,^fljfi^ ^^thc.i^9,tw:^ W^p?. 
I ever eait^rcd'.^ n^trvas this lb tr^n^fh? 

it Mais t9 ^t,jj^Jf^, ... ,, . ,j, 

We,pa|red,,^e ^Ijt at ,SUifc..Vifl^ 
fituatedin a .rkli4>l9fn^by the ^cofijff^ 
Aryci ^d.thiB. ijjext.inpnving f^m^^dgi^, 
the bank^ pf ^lat.nva: tQ. BQimsviUe^.^* 
capital. of the 4utchy. .Q£^J'a^jfiignj|^:j4t^ 
fiands 4io^uppn. the. Ajcvc;>r.at tb« hottosg^ 
of a-chJ4» of rocks, whicli^f^nfi tj^^pj^i^ 
dimiiu^ into, hi^..^ All this jpfut:QCr|^(|i9>. 
ciigny, . ^. fifo a fo^U ihip,of tl^(;a«ii^ 
rt^'ipl»6h: whici wft^ifledj. i8,ftjjy^ ^^Jj^, 
thgt ^pcoduQes wine and com. ia>.g£f{it. 
plentjfi'but it is>either .very pap^jk»% 
por. p^e^ly well cultivated^ By dbe littjg - 
y^Ua^e^of Chene we entered, in^ 4^ tery, 
nio^ ojf Geneva : the fiidden. diagige fr^n;^' 
the poverty of th&,Savoyards tD.this.^vs^- 
nei^ ^ csifc, of thcfe. peopiej t^p,B^gttn; 
lonrW^. of the country ; the ri<:li^% qf > 
its. cultivation ; anid the number ^ Wi^er 
^-hojofes fcatt^red about tl;ke ^^;l4f;l^fi • 
ouf^ U^ ?.»|B^<iA wer^.c|rcwnlianfs^.th9r. 
sm^i^.ine with the^n^oft pkf^ngj^tdff^^^; 

LETTEJl 
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my way to the f<JUtli 6( Franee*,' 1 
1^ defer TetMflng^ ycQi any actooAt^rfthat^ 

. ilitereftin^ tot^n uhtit my return ;■ i^h^H; ' 
9a' 1 -Intend pa£Sng a fiiort time there, 'I' 
hdpe to get ibme farther Infbrrhalioh con-^' 
eermng^ government, 6cc. which Twill' 
iSM Bui of communicating to yoti. 
* ^ie went frorfi Genera td Craffi, a (teall 
fffii^ in t^e Pays de Vaud, where we 
^Qifibd a'day ^di one of our countrymen; 
y^ltkf'lm taken a houie for the fiimnttHr &i 
that delightful fpot. In our way to QrsXH 

, lire-went diJrough Veifoi, a little village 
in ' the 'Frendi territoiies, upon the hike 
ofOihtvirt it goes by the name of Ciior* 

fi'tiFsfoUy, Geneva having falleh' uhd«l^. 

tfe^^i^eafure of France ; that ftiiniftet 

ehddivditri% to take ad^i^antage 6f the lat# 

ftbiffiJeis in 1768^,' laid a plan to rtilnthat 

MSfkn^ arid' to mbnOpoEft thf whole XiiM 

rfmie lake. AcconJingly htf ^xed npori' 

i»eM*ijri a fltuation tlrt mof¥ proper; \i)^ 

<k"%hiA td tiuiM-a lar^ towh; 'For Wi 

j^ofpofe, he began byfthkhn^'a jfitfW^ 
Si v: .. ~ - ». making 



ida^g an harbour.: he cQiiftmfted ^fi> a 
fngatt; fttad^ oat'tlii ^e^/ fent n 
coQfi4erabI« <$^aIIti(^ qf ft«D$.to-|nui4 4tf( 
houie$ ^^^ iOrdei;e4 a . g^rdToiw iand. ,ereced. 
httti loir thpfld* in, .wMch. the^ xottiRiifi 
fome time. ,.,Ia ihorti the bordecs of .;ihi|. 
lake, for £;»me wiiy are ftrewed. withraQ 
iuods of viatenals for building. Neyisr^K* 
Icr$«. when, the harboiir waa nparljr fiaii^bcdy 
and govemiaent had ezpmdBd near ^uc^; 
nnllions of. tivrssi .thevhdle;.&heG|xC'ilB» 
l^ven i^. But the haKbour, tibe huti^ imiif 
the natcnais. for bidJding itiU lemaitty^c^A^ 
graced . monuments o£ his ilircqg^flKfim^ 

This P^j'x </(? Vaud'v& a r^oii, o£ ipj^^ 
a|l,hift9rian8.andtraxeil«8i, i^fho faav^^^had 
dccafioa tcrmpntion it; ijfieak withr^^tiireis- 
pgr^kuUidy. of that- pact which. ; hoixlerst 
iu)6n -tjbe lake o| Gmenfa : . and iodeedV 
ijaorev .ddightfol country caa»ot • wf U t^ 
imagbsd. Itis^.^moft the«dK>kxip||^ 91 
gradual a&ent from the edge of ( .th/e laiaw^ 
iKhly laid out in vinieyasds, oom»JBM|^ 
and. luzurianti Qoeadqwsii ^and vc(i«c|iKfe^ 
wish .eontinned h^tet^,: Maajjat^c^pqi^ 
lowns; ,the ibam ate goadalfy •pj?^^^ 
•' .> - cleaned: 



ckitiidft gMvel ; and die wi|te^ is of fiy 

fine m tran^|«renqr» that yoo mxf lee 
tilt bottom to a very confideraMe 4kp&i.' 

We pafied tfarougli Nydn, which ttaxidi 
tpontheedge of tiie lake, and'in the voy 
p6hit where it b^|^$ to mden. It was: 
fofrtncrly called CohniaBqueJith NoviJumtmi 
and, as a proof' of its aittiquity, feveral 
iloinan inferiptions, and other antient re- 
suum; have been frequency dug npin the 
•atrfldns of the town. Between St. Prer 
and Morjges, the lake forms a bfcautifol 
baj^: tfieie towns are fituated upon the two 
points which jut out into the watir; tjbe- 
whole fomung an amplutheatre gendy iif-; 

ing fo the Jura. 

■ Ail the pbfieffions in this country which* 

beloiiged to the duke of Savoy, were wreftetf 

^lom'hinrin die war wluch the catitoh of 
Berne declared againft him^ in 1 536^' in dev 
fenc^ bf Geheva : and the fame year the re^^ 
fiirisatkm was introduced. From thatpe*^ 
ooi aH, the Pays de Vaud (exceptiiig tfae^ 
toaaaao. bailliages of Orandfbn, OrSe/and. 
9. £iutt portion of it which 'was ceded to , 
ExxboQig) hasbeenftQe6:to'Beme, anicL ' 

«»k^pgit of that canton. •'• ■ ^"'J 

• * Laufanne 
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..LfiOfinneis. buUt.upon at^ afqiatcib-. 
fla^p tbftt in lbine>plaoeSw it kwi^^eat; 
diffinlty. tke^ ^ caix diBx^ xi^%,,i»r^' 
ijgge ;. . aadrf QOtTpafllfngcrs mount' towaiids 
the tq^ put of the town by fl^^ts. of . 
ftepSt which lean againft the rock.. But 
thefe iaconyesuences . ace ^sipl]r; ccnj^en*^ 
fitted hf the fublimeft views in jiaijire : 
the principal objed it the lake x)f Geaeya«^ : 
ihaped like a bow; the arc of which as . 
foribed by the Pays de VaudL and thc^jriprvf ^ 
by the coafl: of Chablais^ From .Qaoem 
to.yiUesettvet (the two extremities :of this ; 
lake) may be an.etxtent of abova! fort; . 
nuks: it vaiies in its. breadth $. the JiaT'* . 
roweft part is fcarcely three milep .aorp^r. ; 
wo^-ftom Aoiles to Thonoo abo^ttvn 
teoi. ; . It is .not altogpether fo. largq asltbat . 
pfCoofbqu:^, but^efcenery.is facinpfp ^ 
^randand {tt^birdque. .,..-. f. ..., j 

T|^..£une year in .which part of th^.. : 
Pays dft.Vaud was..con<)ueEcd.froni.'t|^ ; • 
hooie.of Sayoy« die tnhahitants M Ijj^a 
town -^qj^eUod the bifhop* and pitt tli^v -j, 

of ^ canton o£ Bmia. j whui^ cmi&QSi^,. \ 
ail thdr privil^est wd.sbdded atheriic v^^, ^ 
S pici&t« 
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])re£eQf» Laufanne is governed by its awn 

tn^iftirates i has its oWn courts of jufticfe j 

^md, Svhat is very fmgular/ tlie dtficn* 

who inhabit the principal ftreek Have the 

privilege of pronouricing fentente in cri- 

initial caufes. l^e crimirtal is tried"- Irf 

the civil power: if he is founds and a(f<- 

knowledges himfelf^ guilty (for hSs Wwn 

confeflibh is neceflkry, otherwife he lir ptit 

to the torture until he confefles) the 

burghers' of this ftreet afFemblc; an advo* 

cate pleads in defence of the ptifoner, aivl 

^^other againft bim s tl^e court of jufticft 

give their opinion upon the point of la\?* } 

and the majority of the burghers in qaeftiob 

determine the penalty. If the punifhmeiit 

be capital^ there is, fbi£liy ipeaking/'tio 

/pardon, except it be obtained within twen-ir 

Vty-fdur hours from the foveragn couni^ 

Vof Berne ^ although it generally happens 

that eight days are granted for that pur- 

$o(^* When the criminal i& ieized withbi 

. tlie jurifdiftt^ of the townj the fs^is 

j.tiied, and the burghers^ pibnouoce ia!i« 

teiice, in the town^hall : in this ca& "dxat 

; IS no appeal. But, when h% i^ tki^ 

^ wrtjun the diftritt of thii bjdlitfi ^hcy 

alTemblc 
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aflan^Jeiji his^hojjfej ^nf an ^peall^cf 
frata^^ ,4eterp:^atio^ to Bcrae^ I have 
l»^,|l3ie Biipre partic^ar jn mx.enqukicf 
ctmcvm$,.th^ mpiP. . pf. thjis criimual 
IHTpce^*. fr.9p]i.: the ,ftrong refemblajace it 
fefw?. «a m^jiy i;^fpe&^ to our t^ ij 

., ,JjIep9 is -^ ceJebrate4 academy %" Ap 
li^udepru;? Qf.tlijs country; a$ there ^ ano^ 
4^r '9t J^rxif for thofe of the Germaa 
.diftrift : profeflbrs in every fcience a^e ^ 
'^mnte4 J3y government j and, there is a 
jto^er^W library for the u^ of the pubHo. 
.^hc iw«<JgK o/ Mr. pe Mezery, is by fef 
..the-:be^ Q^ a .great number we have'ieen: 
jJw fltilJ in horfemj^riihip, and judicious 
.4ni3np«r. of <:onveying his inftrujfilioas, dq^ 
..i^;5 .the .higheft encomiums. JH«( pofi- 
;tipa.awi .figure are ^nn ^i^d elegant,., aiid 
--the.hos^eQi which afe referyed for nis own 
^^I^ihg♦:i^:e^ (Jreffed with great tefte and 
^-prec^QDu His njethod of difciplining them 
; jsfUvSi > |)ecaufe, from his .perfeft kxi^r 
^Jflilfle of. tlv^ nilture of the animid, he forces 
ythpta tQ . i^ethipf wh^h they axe not m^ 
..gpaJifitti |» p^rf€!rni. 

i>HK!.L.- S a* _ ' times. 
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timesi to meet Tiflbt> the celebrated phy- 
fi^^ai\:of this plaK;^ i well kfiown in the 
UtefPivy world' for his exceUe^it writings 
upon feveral medical fubje^. His con-* 
Yer&tion is uncommonly intereftingj as> 
l^fides/Hs ikili inlhis profeiSioa^ t» is well 
yocied in every branch of voUtc literiature« 
His private charader is no leis reipe^lablc 
tittii bos public) a^d he is as xaxich efteem^ 
td for his great huAiahity as for his £a^ 
jperi^r knowledge. . : . . , i 

\ taufanne at prefent contains fcarcely 
^en thoufand inhabitants; whereas, s 
Ifefeir . year y ago, there were at leaft ten 
thoiifand : and indeed the whole Pays de 
Vaud is much lefs peopled than it was 
duting the laft century. This depopula- 
tion is owing to the encreafe of luxury'; 
widch prevents the gentry from enterin|; 
tOviX) raatrinKmial engagements fo general^ 
'ty .as they were heretofore accuftomed;; 
"trndrinduces numbers of- them coi^tiima% 
*to Qtnigrate in order to engage in forage 
^fervices, « For, although the government 
-^of' Berne is- certainly very mild^ and nevtfr 
lays on any additional taxes, ^nor ever esa« 
croaches upon the privileges of their fiib-^ 

t9 - jc£Js# 
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je6b 5 y6t; 'ds^^- th6 gcnti^' arc- tbtUly cx^' • 
cfiidfed froiti any ftiari ih ^tlie adminiSftrd-i 
tKfe o^ ^pubfit ^airs, aikl commerce ii^ 
rebkbneSd^dfe^radhig, they have no other 
rtlourcStirf iiif^rtl^ feiv^^ - For thl« 
rcafoh, maWjf* of them are maleccmtentsi 
andi^uM ^lidly exchange the mild re-* 
pSbhcan fbiro, under which they B?e/ fbi^ 
a mofiarchkal mode of government. ^ * '^'t' 
The xpad from hence to Vevay, is'ii;itid 
delrghtful: it lies along the (ides of ^ 
fnouhtailis, between continued ranges dJ^ 
beautiful vineyards. The induftryof th« 
Swifs is no where more obfervaWfe *tfcaii 
ih theft -parts : the mountains ih iAvlnf 
pistees, : thotigh naturally confining of a 
hirt Iteep rock, are covered thick With 
iifaes. The foil has been . brougllt ftorfl 
d&ixx' grounds, and is fupported bj xHwi 
oF fittfe 'ifhnie walls raifed from the edgt 
feif the lake to the heights above, iftife 

^ dtStnSi between Lauianne and V^vay *H 
ciiBed I^/i^ewi andcohtsnns the two p^&a^ 
fint little tdwto of Lutrjr afid QtSlfi » 
aHb the tw6 villages of St. Sapho'rirt ♦ 

. ■ . ■ • ,. • - 'and 

• • • . 

*^^^ 1a the church of St. SaphoriO) Uan antient Ro- 

S 3 mao 
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iiAiborSkr^ it.iis entirely hiBy, rifing 
4ilmiptly from thfe hkt. Above the vinc- 
ykris arc ridi meadow^^ ^xA a contiriuoi 

Fopcft- 

Vevay is the {^incipal town of the l>a3- 
fiage of that name : it is clean and we!!- 
bwlt, (lands at the foot of the fiiountains 
<m the^dge of the water^ and is one of 
the few towns in the canton of Bernie 
. n/AMh <:arry on any confiderable trade. The 
Orders of this part of the kke are muck 

jtxa atne-ftonet found near diat village, with the fol> 
flowing infcriptioo : 

TI. CLAVDIVS. DRVSI. F. 
C^S. AVG. GERM. 
TONT. liiAX. TRIB. POT. VII. 
IMP. XII. P. P. COS. mi. 
F A 

XXXVII. 
^hU infcription ascertains two circumftAnces, which 
baire.been frequently called in ^^ueftion ; Jiamely, that 
' .'the %ttDks of the lake of Geneva* which border this 
; ;^paitof Swiflerland, were comprired within a Roman 
. ^ rprpyinc^^ even fo early as this time of Claudius ; 'and 
iiXfoj that jtventicmm was the chief town of this part 
of Helvetia : for, the mile-ftones always leferred to 
- "the 6ip(t«l towfa of the province in ^whicfa ihey were 
:^^kcef^*. From St* Saphorin to Jviucbix is cxtdly 
. .^f^ooo paces ^ which anfwer to the 37th mile-ftqne. 

more 
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more cpntrafted, wild, and pi^ure(que, 
than thofe about Gene^: t!i[i'^^'M«f 
Savoy boldJy jut oiit irfto the iVatervihd 
form a femicircular chain of mcmntaiiYs 
that ep^eiofe the lake, except where thtfy 
arc divided by the Rhoiie; which Hows 
ioto it a few leagues from Vevay. - 

Near Vevay is Clarehs, and oppofite^s 
MeiUe^ei thefe are the icenes of R^i^- 
ieau's Hcloife. Aircordingly I hir^ flAit 
uovd dt a circulating library i^ LtLnikmit ; 
and continued, all the way I palTed, dx^ 
amining the portion of the country, and 
comparing it with the defcriptions by^that 
pelebrated author. Little things may be 
saagnified; bat no pencil, however ani* 
paated, .can <conie up to the wonderful and 
iiiblime works of nature ; e\rei^ the warm 
cdiouiing of Ri>ufleau has not equalled 
the.braucy qf this lituation. I read mxh 
atlietttiQa ilie iprmcipal parts -of that, f x« 
traordioflfy peifonmflnce; and now^that 
I Siad iht fcenery^ as it were, befoKmy 
fY^9p fi <ec90]jted in the perufal ieh£ktibns 
«d»<^ i.h»d aeusr Mt h^ate, . 1 :4welt 

» . . » 

WmtpuAcviadY, and with infimte fika- 
i\irc;, Dpofi that £ne letter, itf.wi^dr^St* 
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Preux relates his expedition to Meillerie 
acrofs the lake : I confider it<9t the mas- 
ter-piece of the whole compofition 3 where 
the paflions of love and defpair are worked 
up almoft to macineis. I ob&rvtd tihe 
dark gloomy rocks of MeiUeri*; and. am 
convinced, from the appearance of the op« 
pofite ihore, that, had I been on the other 
fide, I could have difcovered the very place 
to which St. Preux led his Juffa, and of 
whi^h he gives fo enchanting a defcrip* 
tioni For, although there are no traces 
of any hiftory like that of Julia in the& 
parts ; yet the fcenery is ftrongly marked^ 
and i. am fatisficd that almoft every fpot, 
which is mentioned in the letters, a^ual* 
ly exifts in this romantic country. For* 
RouiTeau himfeljf paffed fome time at AU 
ferent . parts on - the borders of the lake,, 
and partkularly at Meiilerie, about that 
peiiod of his life when he njay be fuppoled 
to' have written his Heloife^ Open that 
pej^fenoancfi, stad that letter, ■end conikter 
that part of it, where St. Pitux points 
out die number of .tovms and ^dUages* the 
continued ferti% and lugh, caldvalli»^e€ 
the P/^f de T^^ aad thea «Mi|iaftli-if 
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with tiw barren rocks 6t Chablais," txm 
h^Mdng teriS and theft a f«w';infiilated 
towns, vAaoh lie upon Ae very e()gie of 
the water; yott wiH fee at once, and in 
the fame p6int of vkw> the -fatal Infliien^ 
t}f defpotifin, an^ the haptpy efl^$ wKich 
arife from die moft aflured liberty, uhcbr it 
mild and eqtiitable gbirttnment *. 

I am, &ir. 

' .. ' 
•• ■- 

* It having been thought hj fome readers^ that in tl)it - 
'platce and a few other paflagel too favourable mention 
19 nuA6 ofa writer^ who in the work here alluded to, as 
well af inhta o^irr publieationt, has given gteat and juft 
pffencn to tbe friends of rdlgion and virtue 1 the aSutboir 
cm))races with particular fatisfaAion the opportunity^ 
which this fecond edition aflords him, to declare, that 
fi^ nan has a more juft fenfe and abhorrence of the 
perbicious tendency of Roufiem's writing^ than him-^ 
ielf* ^ But he prefumes, that to jeprobate hh princi- 
ples as a moralift, is by no means inconfiftenitwith ad«- 
miring his pencil as a landfcape-painter. And having 
had occafion, in the tour through SwiCerland, to com- 
pst^hk Ifical defcriptions with the fdenes they exhibit, 
^envi^io ftrf^ with the tmth and wanhthitf th^fe 
reprefentatio^s^ M to fee no r^p for fuppre4hi{ tSu^ ' 
fent!qient$ thev raifed of his genius in thofe ii^ftaii(q^j 
£neertiy as:^ he condemns ancf laments the unworthy 
wi4ange«d«W ^^w^tGan of it iiidtber refpe(2s, and 

LETTER 



THE cbam of moaatwM caikd ^ 
Jwra. hn^m in the caoton of Ztir 
IK s from thicnQeextc&ds aiong the RbinHf 
into the ctalmii and l«dMfirtc of SUfi^a 
ftretcltes into the canton of Soleure and 
the principality of Neuchatel i branches 
.out tovv-ards the Rays de Vauds fepar»}:es 
that country from Franche Comte 9ad 
JBurgundy i ^mdcoatiauM beyond theiroa<p 
tieis K^ tibe G»evai8 as far as the Rhone. 
In Tarious parts this chain of mountains 
jfopns numberlefs imall vaUies ypoq, the 
^eighty ir 4ev€xal x^ which ar« cof^tainf 4 
. wtiiiiR the diflrift of llie Para de Vaod. 
,. ■ The valley of the lake of Joux, is ib 
.^called from a 1a3ce of tliat name, upon. the 
J^p of that part of the Jura called Moint 
2,^jp(liX4. and •wJudi lies in the bailtiage.of 

r, .domain Motier. k is about twelve miles 

i.i »'•• ■ ■ ■ * 

,j,ft>Jf V3B J of which a ciccuit of above twelve 
^, jmijcsijs occupied b)r two lal^ cloTe tp o^h 
if^ and iidiu^ £Dianocfy» wi^tbiout doijilH;* 

.ii|Mde $ut Qoe : ;^ 4ai]g^ <^ ,t||^l^ ^ip .-f^-t 
'.■.-: " " * " ed 
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«d iSie lake of j0dK. Thb TaUdy coaffeintf 
fevcrdfin^ vdlagcs <;^hfiflerJW3r peopled < 
and the irfaole ts iseimlafuUy xrheckerod ntkh 
fine forefts, rich meadows,' or flourifljiag 
fidds of barley and oatsr Befides thefe two 
lakes, a fittle flrdier is. a third, whidi 
lies in Frand>e <::6mte. One iftiore of ihit - 
largeft of liieie lakes, is high rode, co- 
vered wilh \v<ood i dn oppofifie &or« is 4i 
gentfc afcertt, T»ell cuitivated and produ- 
cing gr^n, backed by aa abrupt lidge 
adorned with pines, heefoh, and oak. The 
finall lake clofe to it, is in its ihapft mowt . 
oval, ricMy bordered vatk corn-fields ind 
cottages. 

Near lihe ifotaH v&Uage xif AblAyef, il i^ 
vulet guihes from the bottom of ihC'roift, 
and lofes itfelf in the largeft lakiei th» 
wetter whereof has no app^entontldr, "hvit 
has certainty a fabteiraneous :comiAunicftt>, 
tion with the StcMer flake. Oa ilhe%. 
pofite fhore of the ixtter, % ^eanf ^^M 
btit, tnrrts Tome miHs, tndiJwti iilsTofHiv 
^ hofiow gutph, fbrmed <I ^p^ lif tlft 
' force ^f '^e oucreiit) in % .pefpendlciilat 
took, .sj^boattwo milite f anflfcr, W i^ 
•ofikr^'dhdte-ixioutitain, ^ moHS@%k 

burft* 
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biv^^rdi* and ii^ prot>aMy"j>tt>dueed by 
the laft«mentidAed{il#e&m he^ ihjgulphed ; . 
Thk little vate' 'i« vtrf populous," tinfii 
tidaiilg^bout'^lute thou^d ' iiifitltttatit!^^ 
all of them reraarkftbly induftrious. Sofiit^ 
ftatji^ake watdiee, but Ihe i;i^ktift pkrt 
9^ employed in poKflung cryGals, gne^ 
itftes^^^tfiarod^tee,' &c. In- the fih^ vH^ 
Ifigii^f 'pQnty ^ere we lodged, the gteateft 
paft of - the ihbabkants bear the &man^ 
of iteockat 1 a ia$mt which alfo runs tifu-ough- 
litt^l^ 48f Chaibbniere, ifnth the e%- 
c^lson of only two or three fiunilies ; ami 
U'^pt^aknt likewife in that of Abbaye-: 
the wh^ number of thefe Rochats amounts 
to-^A>oVe a thoulttid. I enquired whether 
thtty • lodk -the^ iq[]^>eIlation from any chiefs 
as the Scottifh clans do ; or whether tibiey 
ytm Cuppoftd to be defeendents of the 
Sfsak^UmSiY.: I was afiured, that the latter 
is't^e fa^i and iliat tlraur anceftors came- 
iJdjgfaially ft^m ^limee^ . 
;'"tii our #fi^tto ^ defightfol vale, and 
4H^wC dflbn^ thrmigh a variety of hill^ 
•valley, wood, and lavm; we. had a noft 
•cxtenfive^ .pro%$<^ coQipiehoodiiig nwKf 
fatr^ the Pays dc Vaud, the lake of Ge^ 

neva 
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fieva with Its mountainous boundary, and 
that. :qf <N«VShj|f!^. Xheil^ two lakes ap^ 
pear, irop; tl^ )ii^'jff^ ^ yiew, to 
b^ nearly up<m ^% hvattlar^*, with no 
ccif^Mi»a^\f fwfsU\^ the country intervene 

. . iWe:Pf#4 thcougii the beautiful valley 
o£ RojQAin Motier to pi^ $ which, ac« 
cariliii^ to astH^utriansj ma the moft a|i<^ 
tf^t town, and once the mojQ: poweifnl, 
«^ ^\\ Helvetia* It ,wa» called Vrith vnd 
was the capi^tal <3£ the P4^$u Urii^tms: 
no renuuns however eiiA at {Hrefeat pf i^ 
ad^nt fplendour, S<Mne antique fortifier 
tioi^ ,a^ old caftl^ aiid a. loiiuui %9ftpY^\ 
ar4;^Qrks;|M:o^bly of latet.and moKt, txa^ 
bi4ent times: th^ were fse^cd, pechi^^i 
wh^ this country was diivided intOifkdUiii^ - 
bff, of petty ibvereignties. . -- , „^ . : ■; 
Orbe ia an oU town,:plac^ .|it.-{i 'Vt^' 
r^OMntiq fituatian,: the^qountry vrhit^i^ 
PfVaaA it,, is hilly, and «hif% planted lyjtfh: 
:viiie9. The town^ w|ii^ i» ^y^ltHfAjfjf:, 
Ita./owh m;q^ftrattK, is comprii^dxwit&n 

th«: baimf^ of Bdudenf*. i^^Npor tfn 



*' AcoHrding to Mr; <!te Luc, tbe hke of Ke«cha« 
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Bemt islfid Plilsoitfg f' ^fe im& etntoai 

^^chalens, amd'nimaktt'in affioDilurin|9<filii^ 
y^ioni When Berne sppot&iq ^9 baiti^ 
air appeal, fits -ft'ofit Kb' ^ctecifitat- too^ 
fi»vtereigii coancll Of Fribourg ; . as it ^dots 
to the government of Borhe^ wh<ii beris 
non^ated by Fribourg, By thefo movu 
sr gfeat check is laid Bposn the ezai^ani 
of the bailiff: and I am infarmfid, tiitt 
iuftiee is no yihere more eqoalfy ^tdakdC- 
tered-than in thefe common bsoUiages' of 
iihe'two cantons above-mentioned. 

Frcm Orbe we defeended into the pkda^ 
)wfakh ftretches to the lake of Tverdiav. 
TWb pl«n was form«rly covered as far as 
©fltrcroches (three leagues from its prtn- 
ftritpofition) and probably farther, by thait 
lake : it is nowi for a confideraUe paft, 
k great fwamp* We have taken ap cwr 
lodgiflgs at the baths of YverdiHii mhik- 
In d. qoaarter- of a mile of l^= town j 'tfadfe 
baths are ftrongly fulpkwreous, and mwh 
frequented daring lhe &mra«r .monl&i. 
• "Yverdnn Is 'large, Jkhy, and; w^b^Ot 
vWi&ftonc> like ali thet^wns ^JlayfliJ»- 
- th^fto. feen ifl ths P^ df fM^ '^k^mii^ 
fr T tiot 
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not far from tlue lake^ in a fhudl iflaiki 
Ibrnied bytbe two .bhaicbesx)£ tlie nrtt 
l^fiide; Between the town and tii#la]&e 
thctre ifr a ptedaiit lavm^xten^g to die 
water, and planted wttlt dvetiues of lime* 
tV€M* As one loojcs^ frOm this plain along 
the Jalttt^ it h ikirfed witihi high land/ ex« 
ctpt oti the oppofite northern ihor^ ilie 
middle part of which is qmte flati and has 
moiich the appearance of a fea riew. 

'Yverdiin carries on ibme trade, iM a 
fewmanu£iEi£bares of muflin and linen^ and 
is one of the pafTages for the mercbandfifi^ 
which is brought from Piedmont, to Ger«* 
taany« Literature flouriihes to a very grtot 
degree in this town ; which is cdebrated 
1^ for its printmg--prefsb This pre6 was 
eftablilhed the beginning of the ^eX&xt 
century i but was entirely- negle6ted until 
ibme years ago, when it was renewed, with 
snore focceft ^md w^ higher rcpBtaticm 
ihaa ever, by Pelice, fL Neapolitan of gre^ 
/learning and abilities. ... 

The lake of Yverdun, or of Neuchat^l, ' 
Hvctches from fouth to north about twenty 
miles in length, and in Ibme places about 
fiive in breadth. The fouth-eaft part of 
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It; whae wo now are, is caverti with 
coiuitry-lioalts, beIofi|^ ducflf to tkt 
inhftbitants of fierne. To-^aj we dined 
with « gettttoinBi of that town, a. mem- 
ber, of ^ i«veoqgii couactlj whaioi «- 
^9ji>n<ance we maidb lat thelMths of Leik t 
]li$^<jp(i9j|ry-^iQiafe ibhda dofe . to thBrWft?> 
!ter 4t;^e village of.Ciendy; command* 
sa£i» pkfiant pfi9g»9^ of . Uie lake, and of 
the adjfttcnt conotry. 

.' {|; is ^^tqewhat. cattraordinary* that .the 
Swii|j(^,d(who^ 09ttntry abounds with fitua* 
jdoilf4pfipQcei^»hJy noUe and pi^areique* 
an4.«iybe|)c N^ure wantons in all the Iiucu* 
fiant vai^etycflftliar moft piking beauties) 
Uuf^dio Swi(s ^9|p^ have adc^ted tho dull 
an^.Jl^f^ waiipnoity of . the Fuench 
pr^iBi. : I liave . $«quei|tly ot{ieryed» . in 
fhejm^.^vtlw^f? ipn^fiij^o fteoe), a ma- 
|B|pfc.lfoi# ^^<«dbi)E>^ intorlittie x^gular 
.»B|»^ Iftd^at;^ YWy. boBlers «f t^eftn* 
UH^ aigfiOlilkQ^of water ^e<%ed wil^ : 
fiH^iilpji: IMffenes* . : : . : ..,.: 

. ^« ' *4> •M.l' ^ > ^ ^ .' ... t^ w. » .m .»«. /- • * 
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WE (kirttd the weft fide of tfii 
througli Granifdkf the ptnitipal 
tovm df a baillkge of that name> beldhg^ 
ittg to Berne and Friboufg/ and ttmaik^ 
able for tlie battle in which Chariest. ^" 
Bold, duke of Burgundy, was defeatoi^^y • 
the'Swifs in i 476/ Wfe entered the pcin^ 
cipality of Neuchatel about Ux mite ^froai 
that town, and pafled dirough St. )toibirt, • 
Boudri, Colombier, &c. each of them plea-- 
iant Villages upon the borders of the wa-' 
tier. The road runs along l^e ^lide of' the" - 
Jura, with the lake lying below it, liiriemgfi ^ 
a country that T'efembled, in fotne mea^ * ; 
lure, the diftrift of La Vaux, between Limw* 

fanne arid Vevay : the fides of the Juhi i 
are almoft the whole way c6vdred witfi - 
vines, fupported in many-ptfts lijr ld*r'*» 
If one walls. The borders of the Iis*e ix9l^^ 
more uniform dian ^ofe of the lake of 
Geneva ; and do not rife into fuch high, 
irregular, ^d grotefque alps a$ the coaft 
of Chablais* . Towards Grandfon and 8t« 
* T AxStioif 
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Aubiii>.thc.coniitcy.is mxg^eMytfGSfid with 
meadows and corn-^JSelds ^ but sparer, to 
Neocbfttcl tbi?/.upptf parts pf thCpmom- 
tams. are doathed with fpreft^ ajid.the fliid.? 
land ami lower parts entirely, planted widi 
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, 3.?t??^^9fn: t]^ Jake, and the Jura there v^c 
feY^al ^4yers^ which burft out from thc^ 
ro(^ iff. very confiderable flreams ^ sfid^ 
^er turning feveral mills, fall into the 
kke^at^a little diHance from thdr fburce : 
mo% ^ the rivers in this country ar^ 
fQjrm6d.m the fame manner. The largef||: 
of the&* is that of La Serriere, near a 
fmall'^YiUage ,of the fame name, which we 
crpjQSbd. to-day in our way to Colombier, 
ivJI^rfi lye dined with a family whofe ac-> 
quaiintanice we made at the baths of Leuk« 
^^j 3¥3ifcd a very agreeable, day with th^fe 
afiu^^lp peifotns ; . by whom we were re- 
^9¥i!f^W^ that frankneis and unaffected 
t^§ whicl^d^aflerlfes true politenefs. In* 
§p^ jpannot /peak t99 hi^jbly of that ge- 
ntf i^e^ $adunjutf uJrsaod-breeding, which,, iji^ 
fiRg854r.4ingt»iftiC8 ..the ^wiis gentry.. , 
.,: A|t«r (^t^jfcr fome mufician* of % cp^m^ 
WSSf^ JW^ th^ jRw* ^x yacJ^et : .Uiat;,f^-» 
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frtdtis aif wkicii was fdffeicldfen to Be plajred 
fttnohg the 'S^ifs tfD0j>9 in the Frfench fer- 
Iricei 'as It aWafceiied in the ibldiers fuch 
ia loiigfflgfcfcolleftibnbf tfadr native cotin* 
try, thdtit often prCdaCed lii tliem a fet- , 
tied mekncholjr^ and occaficfned frequent 
defertSoii, 'the French call this fptcki 
of ^atrioiii regret, bmaiadledupays. There 
ii' xibthifag, I think, pecdKarly ftritdng ill . 
the tune ;: but^ as it feems to be tfompdfed 
of the nlofl: iimple notes, the powcrftrl 
i^6t its melody has been found to iiave 
upon .the Swifs foldiers, in a fordgh land^ 
Is die lefs furprifingi Nothing indeiid re« 
vives fo lively a remembrance of foriner 
(cenes^ ds a piece of favourite mufk which 
We were accuftomed to hear amidft oui^ 
carlieft and deareft conneflions : Uj^on Ibch 
an dccafion, a long train of affeciatetfidbas 
will nece(!arily arife in the mind^ arid; if 
tiot totally iclfifh, melt it into tendcrnefei 
If is obfervable, that thofe who inh^lbiC 
iribuTttainous countries are more ftibjeSl^to 
\^ii ihal^Se (kr fajtf'^^Bn otihterst arid no 
wonder i as^lheif Kabite of fife are effih* 
tialfyl Afferent from what- they fiti^ itt 
othec parts/ AccarcfiAglyr tHe^B^&ytSift 
^^■•^'^ T a high- 
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highlanders^ and tHfe* Sifcayknii di well a8 
the Swifs/ Whert abfent firoiit their country, 
are peculiarly apt to W'a^efted witft'e^^ 
.thing that recalls it to their mincis. ; 

Under the geniMral name of Swiiterland^ 
as underftood by foreigners, the principa- 
lity of Neucbatel and Vailengin^ togetfatt 
with the Grjfonsy the Vallais, ^tA the tc- 
public o( Oenen)a, are all comprifed : but, 
ftriftly ipeaking, thefe are only allies of 
the Swifs, and do not form any part of 
that diftrift, which is called Swifferlaiid by 
the natives. The principality of Neucba- 
tel and Vallengin is in alliance with th6 
four neighbouring cantons, Berne, Lu. 
ceme, Fribourg, and Soleure : but befides 
this general confeder^y, the town of N^ti- 
chatel has a particular conne6tion with the 
canton of Berne ; the inhabitants of the 
former being confidered as co-burghers or 
fellow-citizens with thofe of the laft-men-^ 
;tipned C5Ui|oq. The whole pjincipality 
contains near forty thoufand inhabitants ; 
of which .tkere are three thoufand in the 
fapital-: k is -there the governor refidbs^ 
and the general ^minfiftratidti of buoic 
afiaift is earned on. . ' ' ^'' 
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1^ town pf ,N<W€h?telr is fmall . It lie* 
partly ijp9n'-,thejittjc plj^ between the 
K^e .^i.tjie; Jujrg^ land . jpjartly upon the 
declivity, pfth^l.niountam r in confequencc 
of, .^hich fituation, fonie of its ftreets are 
raAer fteepi^. At the commencement of 
thf .prefent century, commerce was almoft 
wholly ^ ftranger here; as tlie ridicutous 
prjiJjle.Qf its being deemed degrading, gepe- 
qdly prevajled among them. This, fei^fe- 
Jtefsi prgudice is iiow, however, well^n^gh 

worn out i and a coniiderable trade is car- 

• I • . ■ . . 

r)ed on. The chief article of their expor- 
tflctipn is wine, produced from the neigh- 
bouring vineyards, and much edeemed. 

Several manufactures alfo of cotton and 

^- '.'• > i- 

niuilin have been eftabliihed with fuccefs : 

- . • • .' • .' 

.and within thefe few years^ the merchants 
of this town have railed large fortunes t 

• I . 
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4iM cka^n^d with. 411 • expeditjip^jjAye 

y^ been making to the Aiii^fQit 

and I will-;givc yoo ^-^QVt 

m 
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^icopitnt of it^.nibaie, ibeimpodBoiv reoi^iM 
vi^ann upon Bty. m|ii4* -u • - i^. 

The pnnfipalify.clf Neu^attl tod Vul? 
)en^]V itfaretdies from die kkc itt) ^ It* 
initfi . Qf Francbe Cpmt^ ; opottumn^ in 
}ength» &om nqrth t9 (aafih, $b(Hi$ tivehe 
leagues, and abomt fix in its greateil 
VreactUit T^e principality Qf Neiichabd 
pccapies all %he plain, tQgethe|i ytitlf tiiq 
lover parts of the mountjiins :- while Val- 
|eo^n is totally enclofed within titu^ Jufii. 
P^llfl chains of the Jqra nin f^om ea(| 
to w^fl;,-.and form, in th^ mpftj^v;ate4 
p^its, fgyef^ valleySf The Ipwcr, grpunds 
p/^^ ph^in sure pfurtly laid o^t i» ^wWc-r 
land» bi|t pqncipaUy in yi^^yArd^ ; tho. 
higher (:<mfift of a largg trai5t of fbreft^ 
l^I^ipl) i{) m^y parts has beesa cleared 
?^<^f 'ftiwl converged into confidevable paf-: 
tufierlatMi§> intermixed with fpme fields of 
))ar}ey and. oats. Bu^ whfit particularly 
dfi^fves the attentipji pf pvery puriovi; tra- 
yeller. in th^fe valleys, ^ i? the jfing^ar ^e-? 
jif}j^ and induftry of the very popnlpus 
, jjih^bitants, 
. , We paired tlu-ouj^r^^^ thp^iapital 
^f t|^f jlifbi^ of tjat na^^ 

J burgh. 
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bm:gii» with a modem caftle built on ths 
ruins of an antient one. We then crofTed 
the' Vol de EuZt which contains above 
ti^eaty vilhges^ moftly: iitaated on both 
(ides at the foot of the mountains which 
ptimxaxt the vdley : the inhabitants in 
general are employed in agriculture^ fome 
iFdw- eatcepted, ^hp follow occafionaUy the 
siechanicai arts. 

We arrived about mid-day at ta Chaux 
de Fond, a large handfome village lying 
}n a broad valley which borders upon 
Franche Comte: from thence we proceed-^ 
ed to Lode in the fame valley, through a 
continued range of pleating cottages, which 
"ikirt both fides of the road : and fuch are 
* icattbred likewife all over the country. As 
-thtfe two little towns or villages carry on 
the fame commerce; I (hall compreh nd' 
them both under one common defcription. 

In the two burghs of La Chaiix de Fond 
and Lock, together with the diftrifts be- 
}origing to thenii th^i'e may be in the whole 
about fix thoufand lbul$. The genius and 
induftry which fo remarkabiy diftinguifh 
f?h^ ^^ueftea^d people, is wonderful; as 
•^ 04ai4r«tii»»d corner 6f the world, the 

, T % mechanical 
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perfeaion:. The M'dbharitr^'dfrto 
cxtenfive commfefce'iA\i'a^e,''ftbcki!i^Si'l?df* 
leiy, and other diffefefatlullflfe Sfhdtdhiln- 

difc of their own niairiufa6tui^^':^btitVa1ich- 
making, and'every branch^ oF clock-^oiic, 
are^he articles in which tlicy parficiilsiily 
ancf eminently exceL They not only make 
every utenfil employed in thofe arts, but 
lin^vc invented feveral : and all forts of 
workmeh nedeflarjr for the completion • of 
that tfranch of bufinefs, fuch as painters, 
(cnameners, engravers, gilders, &c. iar© 
iqurid in thefe villages; where it is fuppof- 
cd that, upon an average, about forty 
thoufahd watches are yearly made. The 
genius arid indiiftry, indeed, obfervable 
upon thefe mountains, exhibit a feene 

' tihcommohly pleafmg j and no whtre, 
peijiaps, (except in Geneva) are there fuch 

. a niimber of people apparently fo much at 
ttiexr/eafe, 'Accordingly, as every indivi*- 
Aufai' is'fure, * not only of obtaining a com- 
tor^ablb maintenance for himfelf, btit of 

*'|b65 pladng his childreh alfd-'iii a' vmy of 

'^jr^ung their 'ovwi' livelihood^ idicy ^ ffi&rry 

%^iy^mj>^{o^ arc 

■"" * % ' employed 



.€?jRpl<§rc^,,ifii (,fojf^„.p^ tlje branchw of 

y«^s o|dr m«iy cam ten-pence a day/ fey 
ffiyjw*^^^. Jfift ppUfli i^ fteel ihftnimehts, 
yi^ tke hand. And as to ^the men^'fHere 
ar« few i^ado not get half- a-*crowh a day ; 
gnid. (ome, nine (hillings. • ' ' 

]^iat many yews ago, the grcateft part 
df thefe valleys was almoft one continued 
foreft; but the wonder-working powers of 
induftry have happily changed the fcene in-* 
to flourifhing villages and fertile pa^ures. 
Population has encreafed of courfe ; and 
the jFollowing fa6l will give you forde idea 
liow much it has encreafed:— Formerly the 
produce of the country was more than 
fiUEcieot for the confumption of the inha« 
httants; atprefent, although it is cohfi«- 
derabjy more cultivated, they draw feyen* 
eighths of their proviiion from Fj:^che 
Comte. And no wonder ; for, bbfidia Hhe 
tiatural effe£t of their frequent and «Hiy 
maniages; ««y ft«ngcr. who b^^ a 
certificate of his good behaviour, is at li- 
t>ej[<ty. ta fettle here, and, . to qany on^any 
tf fi^. ^ thinl^s proper, without d^f leaft 
vs&dQauii Here* Ti& appreatijceil^ -is 
. . necef&ry t 



neosffiury 9 kidttiibg i» csttt»band > and in* 

Befides thoife partjrbolar ar^ I have al^ 
pady mentioned^ 4oait^^f* 'fibeinluibitstits 
of Locleand La Chaux de-Fbiid^tfewell 
ikiHed likewiie in ^d^lher branches of mecha- 
nical iei^nce^ and haveixr«nented ufelol laa- 
thcmatioal and afbrimomical itifli:uments^ 
Anumg thoie v^o have enunently diftin-^ 
guHhed them&lv9s in this- wa^^^ is the 
faxn&m Jaquet Droz> who is now at 
Paris ; and whoft (on, if I am rightly in« 
'loonned) is at prefent in England^ exhibit-- 
ipg'. to the public ftveral automatical fi^ 
'ffxnBxif a very fingular and furprifmg con- 
Hm^ibiott; one of thefe plays upon the 
bajrpfichojd ; another draws landfcapes i 
IBhdv what is ftill more extrac^dinaryj a third 
<op]M any word prefcnted to it^ or writes 
idoapn whatever the company ihall pleafe 
i(to #A:ate. Thefe are certainly wonderful 
rS^NMsntionSj^ 9nd feem to carry the powers 
"^ of ' motthanifin to a high pitch; but ftiU 
- itiijsy are mere toys^ and fur ely an unworthy 
yaiBit^f gx^t gemus : k is Swift making 
:*<ii4d9Ba« * HoW^ n^uch more laudably^ and 
."^/yallhreqnal^fu^f^^ :ls^igh<^the f^SM-talei^t^ 
; ftpd a|!plic^tion h^ve been en^ployed in im-- 

proving^ 
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and apparatu9»vwliM^ iTi^iwcefllwy t^<^iil 
and fjKilitat9 .^a {Hjo^qTos of fch^Aftnmo- 
srwf aod.il^tiwal phiki^tpber I' 
. T^^ oiifin of wf)]3^rxii9kiiig in ^ pMt 
of Syf'iSkrkmd, f» nllfted lijr Mr. Ofter*- 
uraM^. anient bmnoret of N^udmtcl .<tb« 
biftpnoi^h^Df tbi^ siQuotain8).i9fixl» 
tr$mely.a)m>is ; 9ii4 the truth of JiflMifiT 
count wtm confirmed to fne hy femal . urtifti 
}x)th of l/ode and La C^ux de Food. Ja 
•liS79« ope of the inhftlMt^ats btYMic^tivatfi 
jum from London, a watd^tt the ^lA.that 
jyu) be^ ieen in thefe ^itUs wbitdi 1^?* 
.penihg to be <mt of order* ht srentwed 
^to triift it in the hwids of one Daoiel^Jctei 
:|Uehard,ofLaS$gnie. JiUch9rd«.iift(r)eaEa-> 
jmufis the mectoiiin with gocitf. aftaai-r 
.(ion, <;Qnceive4 hixqielf capable, aad was 
j^c^epDined ^ attempt;, tOLtaqkiRvatwatbh 
from, the mofk^ before him: b«l.iot:liB9 
> ^ he .wa9 4eftiAit9 «f- <veiy other .isffift? 
>,liiice tiign th9 poweis of ki& .-ownbivaltve 
genitiSf Aiceoiyiinglf . he «mp]09ii^a n^e 
yf^.in inventing and itk^niihi^g^the ieioe^ 

!j^ , it^feniffiient? f re«oii%'jnBcefl«9ih&>r 



from.that. j?^P^i^%.>tlBp. fole/oro^of his 

he produced a a^j^pJeta w^itch. - ,3ut l^ 
amteticHi and- ind^ftiy.did nQt ^ofhertfj: 
beftdes alpplyiing -himfdif fuc<;efsj&iUy t9 tbf^ 
iifveatioa of feveral new inilruments .uj^ 
fill for the perfedion of his work* he t«^ 
a joiumoy to Geikeva, where he g^^ned cqor 
iiderabte information in the art. He cotw 
tiII)}qd^for ibxt<e time the only ctian in tl^ 
p^j^ who could make a watch ; but builr 
q^|s fiigreaiing^ he took in> and inftru^ 
Mil, federal zSocid^ y by whofe affiftance 
1^' wa& enabled to fuppty from his finglft 
ih^P 2(11 the demands of the neighbouring 
cpui^tiry. Towards the beginning of the 
pnefc^^ century he removed to Lpclcr where 
he died in 1 74 1, leaving five fons^ who all 
of tiMjm foUowed their father's occupation. 
^jiSfflffk 'thef^ •the- knowledge and praAice ^of 
i^el^jiradQaUy fpread itfelf, till it |it l<rngjtj^ 
1)$c^^9fira|BU}^'the4iniyerfal bufinefs of th^ 
iBJ^tams, and thp principal caa(e of ftl;^ 
iHf^ni^^fiieis, of thefe mou»taifi|. ^ , . ^ 
iiV^itit hinot merely in the ajti^.f ^v^ 
mentioned, that the inventive genius of^h^ 

t:, vers 



vefs itfdf tip6ti an od(ckfi6n»ivdie!« it 
hi applied to thfe purj^es of thdr conv«-»» 
niehce and iccommoci^ons.' To give you 
an^inftancef : Out rocks in mbft parts of the 
alps being ^eedingly hard and foHd; the 
water can only make its way along tHeIr 
fides, and rufh down iu perpetual- torrents :; 
but, the ftrata which compofe the Jura he-^ 
ing lefs firm and compaft ; the rains and 
melted fhow penetrate with imp6tuofit3r 
into the crevices, and only difcover them-- 
ielves by breaking out into rivulets at the 
bottom of the mountains. Now the pea«* 
fants, in order to avail themfelves of thid 
peculiarity, have ere£ted mills at a great 
jexpoice, and with inconceivable labour, 
fome yards under the rock; which are 
turned by thofe internal torrents of w^ter. 
that force their way through the crevices 
jibove-menrioned« And for this purpofe 
the builders have conftru£led wheels, in 
places wherl it feemed fcarcely prafticaW^^ 

and have invented new modes of ftai^d- 

" " • - . . ■* 

ing, and a great variety of other k^geitilMi^ 
contrivances in ordid: to fatfifiUte '&dr 
work.-" , ' ■ '"■ • '• --■" -"'-'i--"^; 
Tile inhabitants of Uiefe fi^rer^' dSIlHai 



i^ eisdi€Stti^ cbw««o«^i dM-tcady to pH 
ef6tf dfflfl^jicd ift their ^cmtfio ftrangerS 
♦rhailfit their country. 'T%ef attirt gt- 
hcfal very well' informed ift revoraJbW^ttfhcs 
of knowledge ; and, ^ l^^ibfiiallyetnproy 
^iSrlAritit hdtir» m reading^, fhdre iir^ efr* 
coiafditg libraries ta be found in maif^ of 
thcfi^gw. 

" l^rhoilfts 4r8 in gtncrar finaHi but 
katidfofne^, arid Well-built : feveral of thoie^ 
mh^ m ehtered, were fomiffied vA^ a 
Atopic of neatrie6, and even elegaince,- |Se<- 
>i:t)liiiriy (biking. Indeed luxury (or what 
dCtbttSing to the dmpficity of manners is 
limr'<Mled &) the never-Mihg attend&it 
tipoA fuccefsful induitry, has made no in- 
tonflderable progrels in thefe mountains : 
•f which I had a curious proof from- ail 
ffihatHtant of Locle j who feriotlfly com* 
'filtiiiii to ttie, thdt it was now no uiicoin* 
ttofi dtcUnlftance for a matter t)f a-fiimiljr 
to cajfjr'hid wife to fee a play at Beteh90B(^ 
attS th&t there were, at this time, at ledft 
tetl h<^-drefleK eftabli/hed kf -Xodei 
'Wha?ea^ fome f«^ years a^o there was Bit 
one to be found in tiie town, and iii - Ift 

%rtio(fc diftriSfc' 

•"• i - The 
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The. rock wiuch form« tibe baie of the 
Jura^^is fnoftly compoiibd of ctlcarious 
ilon^ ; and perhaps there is no fpot in 
Europe whe;:e one fincfs^ in fi> final! a fp^^e^ 
j^ If^rge a quantity of jjetrified Ihelk and 
marine plants* Near Locle I faw a whdld 
jridge of hills^ that feemed to confift entirely 
of what are called //Vrr^j arhrijks^ <rf 
itones witti th^ impreifion of plants upoii 
iheni. 

In returning, we had a-moft. fubtimii 
^^o^e€t of the lakes of Neuchatd; Biennis 
juid Morat» with feveral high andx rugged 
chains of alps rifing one above another, 
and ftretching from the cantons of Bem^ 
and Fribourg, as fstr as the Vallaist^and 
th^ mountains of Chablais. 

. The moft perfect eafe and plenty r^gns 
throughout theie motini^ins, and Ii^;gi^|y 
law one otaeft of poverty during oujf.fjc* 
pe^tion \ the natural effects of ui0k$;^ 
under a tnild and dpiitable governii«i^. 
It is of thefe vajUes, and of thdr inh^'f 
tants, that RoUfleau g^ves ib enchanting^ 
fdefcription in his letter to Mr. D'AIejivt 
bcrt: t^wl^ch t refer jou. 

1 aih, &c.,- ^ : • .: / 
^ LETTER 
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X E T ^ E R XXVin. 

N.EUCHATEL and Vallcngln once 
formed two diflinft pri}icipalitiies i 
each having a feparate and Indqichdent 
government : but for fome dme paft i^y 
have been united into one. By the deatili 
of the dutchefs of Nemours, in 1707, die 
Ibvereignty of Neuchatel and Vallengin be- 
came vacant ; to which Frederic I, king 
of Pruffia (amongft many others) put in 
his claim^ as hdr to the prince of Orange : 
and his right was acknowledged by the 
Hates of the country. After his death it 
defended to his fon Frederic WiUiam> 
who tranfmitted it with his other domi- 
Btons to the prefent monarch Frederic II. 
^he conftitution of Neuchatel is a E- 
mited monarchy. The machine of this 
{dvetjiment is indeed a6tuated by fuch 
nice fpringSy and its wheels are ib exceed- 
ingly complicatedi- that it is very difficult 
for a* ftranger to diftinguifli, with any de* 
pee- of accuracy, the prerogatives of the 
fovereign^and the franchiies of the people i 
particularly as fome even of thdr moil 
> . I iniportant 
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soqiortaiit pririleges, depend upon muniai 
acquiefcencfyttid immemorial cuftorn^ and 
not upon any written laws. I mail en« 
deavoiir,.ho9!rfnffir> 96.:3W^.i» I am ahie» 
to trace the principal features of this gp- 
vernMqat J ' the reiult^ my beil enquirie$ 
diiriQg the ihort time I continued in the 
couptiy^ and. which I hare fmce cpm^ 
pared widi all the printed accoynts I have 
beqaable to collect. 

Upon the acceflion of Frederic I., cer« 
tain general articles were drawn up^, which 
in a great meafure marked out the prero^ 
gatives of the prince, and the libertie$i^ 9/ 
the fulge^): ; and thefe ardcles were iigned 
and i^ttificd by the king. But be^des thefe . 
geneial articles, which his preiient M^fly 
upon his acceiSon promifed to pre%vp 
inviolate j others were afterwards added at 
the pacification dF 1766 : and t)i^ put ^ 
an tod to the difputp between tjie Hjvc^ 
reign, ai^ Jus- r\jit^e£b of this piindpaHty. ,' 
By tiua lAcifica^oa, the king not only (« •> , 
newied shts .l^nt to the imera/ afj^des 1 y 
but:aljg>. exjrfjuned theqi, wherever the . 
tenor of thfn). had been fniftakea; ex- ,| 
prdftLy . C4ii6«n^& alio ^ral oUter pii^, . 

U vileges 
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vileges in favour of tlie pooplo^ wKch had 
hitherto been equivocal, or not duly ob- 
ierved. 

The moft important of thcfe general ari^ 
tides are: 

1. That the fowrdgn promHb to main- 
tain the reformed religion as by law efta- 
blifhed ; and to tolerate no other k^. ox- 
cept within the diftrifts of Landeron and 
Crqffier, where the catholic religion is do- 
minant. 

2. That no perfon but a native of the 
country, although he may be naturaliied^ 
is capable of holding any charge civil or 
military, excepting that of governor, who 
may be a foreigner; and the fame inca- 
pacity is extended even to natives, who 
are in the fervice of any foreign prince 
whatfoever. 

3. That all the fiibjefts have a right 
to enter into the fervice of any fbrei^ 
power whatfoever ; provided That pow*, 
whom they ferve, be not in aftual war 
againft the prince, as fovereign of Ncu^ 
chatel: and irf cafe the fovereign be en- 
gaged in any war, which no way con- 
cerns Neuchatel j that ftate fliall cohtiniie 

3 neuterj^ 
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iMttfer; eirctpfc the HtiSvede bo^ tikc; p^ 

4. That justice be equttal^y admiaH 
. ft»ed : andv for til&s pvat^Ss^ that th9 
tiiree eflSrtes of Neuehatel aad VaMen^ 
flittllbe: afienUed yesalf* 

5; That the mt^ftratesf aad. officers of 
jc^ce, inftead of holding their eni^loy- 

• The latter claufe of this article is not fo ckarly 
worded as it might have been ; fronr a delicacy, I ^p- 
pofe, of not exprefsly ftipulatiag,. that the flate of 
Vfeudhitd and Vtlleogin itiay oppofe their . fovereigo 
1^ armS) in cafe the Swifs fliould he engaged in any- 
war againft him« It is evid nt, however, that they con- 
fider their connetStion with the Helvetic body, as of fti* 
perior obligation to that with their pnnce^ as ibvereign 
of NeudiMel and VallengQi. 

The. remarkable claufe in queftion is as follows : 
£t qu^en outn it conformenunt a des articles expres et 
formeU des franchifes tant de la bourgeoijie de Neufchatel 
que de celle de Vallengirij cetEtat ne puijfi etre enga^l 
ekms aueuneguerrey ni Usfujeti dfutlui ehlighity marcher^ 
qite ce nefnt pour la propre guerre du Princey ^ejl a dire^ 
ffiur la defence de PEtaty et pour lesguerres que le Prince 
fourroit avoir en tant que fouverain de Neufchatel et non 
autrement : en forte que s^il avoit guerre pour raifon di 
quelque' autre Etaty terres et feigneuries^ PEiat d$ N^uf- 
eMtd ke /hit poiwt-aHigie €py entrtr s mats en ce *cas devr4 
40meuter ^ans la mmtralitiy amoins que tout h corps /&/- 
Wtique/n general n*y pr it part et interim 

. U 2 . jncnts 
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liidrin^ j^ieir good behaviour. And, bf; tte 
lJdf6'|>tt^ation it was fiftfther agrted, that 
%lie ptSn^e is not hii^If liie juc^ of thdf 
"fioo^ behaviour ; Jxit that in oxderto foe 
-deprivied of their pla.ots, theytnuft bcfi^ 
Cowvi®6d o{ mahnerfation in office, by ieer*- 
tarn f u%e^ at*Neuchatel app(Mnted for tUaC 
purpofe. 

"6. That the fovereign fliall take the ac« 

x^ufiomed oath upon his accefSon; and 

promire to maintain all the rights, liber- 

itks, franchi&Ss and cuftoms« written or 

'tottwritten. 

. It is remarkable, that one of the moft 

.eHential laws of this conftitution, depehds 

^«itir6ly upon immemorial ufage i for, th^t 

.*^* the fovereign ihall be confidered as rc^ 

•^ flifcht only at Ncuchatel," is in the 

jj^piber of their tmwritten laws. Now it 

ift ^i$; law, in jconjimftion with the third 

^a^ticle} jnft . cited, that forms the whole 

'bifisf of their civil liberty. By the former, 

r il^t prince, when abfent, can only addrefs 

hi;s iubjefts through his governor and the 

cottncil of ftate; and no fubjedt can/be 

^ied*«ot of the co^ntry» or Qtiierwi((| 

thai\ 
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tffish 1^ <is judges af^inted by Ibe eo^ 
jlitudoiir by the latter, Ihould, the Jsk^ 
tsS Proffia . be at war with all Gma^tay ^ 
the peoide«f Nputsbfttd aad VaUeagja ^re 
liy no joieans obliged to take up M'ms -ia 
|iis defence; but- individuals may evea 
4me agnnft him, to long as the powers 
whom they &rve, are not^gi^ed in hofti* 
Uties againft their country *. 

Befides; 



' * 



* This right they ftill preferve, notwithftanding all 
the attempts of the king of Prul&a to deprive them of 
ft. The following anecdote I had from a gentleman 
of Neuchatel, who was perfonally acqttauntfid/.^mtb 

:|^ officer concerned : . ^ > 

. ' At Jth^ celebrated battle of Rolbach, when the Pjcpf'* 
fian monarch gained a complete victory over the rrench 
army, an officer in that fervice was taken prfifoncr; 'Me 
fiad behaved in fo gallant a manner, ttat thfi Uni^f 

:ftnick ^th his valour, alked him his name, afid bis^ 
country : the officer replying, that he was of Neu* 

chatel : ^' You are my fubje£l,'' faid that monarcl^ 
*^ and yet you ferve againft me !" •* I make ufe of the 
^^ privilege)" returned the officer, ** whicb I iaj^M 

.^* a native of Neuchatel/^ Soon after thi$^ ^^^^^ifg 
lent a letter to his refident at Neuchatel, in which ^c 

.x^monftrated againft this right : the letter w^s lajd 
hefore the people* The three communities of Ne^^r 
chatel; Landtron, and Boudry, pofitively -lefliftd Vf 
Itaounce this privileciji that of Vallea^, ton the 

rr' ; U '3 contrary 3 
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iSefidei thefe general articks, that xom^.' 
prehcndithfe privileges of the * peojdc at\ 
large ^ there are o'diers whidi the Iciterdg^* 
ig ^u^ly iK>^nd to mamtsun^ relatitigta' 
the tovm 9f Netichatel and tite diArift df 
VaHcngin; in particular. 

The pa^ce coniikrs nobiliiy, and ito»n<» v 
nates to the principal offices of ftate^^ both' 
civil'and military, except fome fevf, whidt 
Ae people have a right to appoint : the 
cbatelains and mayors, who prefide in the 
feveral courts of juftice, are alfo of his 
Iiomination, His revenues are very mo- 
dcratb, fcarcely amounting to ^. 5,000 a 
year* Thqy arife from certain domains 
belongifig to the fovereign ; from a fmall 
)*nc{ tajX ; and from the tythes of wine 
smd corn, which are moflly paid accords 
ing to an antient^ and confequently very 
low, valuation. With regard to commerce; 

caitrar3r, flTued out orders to ail the officers of theb 
dt{bri£^, who were in the French army, immediately 
40 auit that fervice, under pain of being deprived or 
ihefr burgheffliip. The officers to a man remained 
ftrm in their rcfufal : at length the fubjeft of difputc 
Was dropped, and the recufants continued' to hold^ 
bniiiblfefted, their rights of burgherfhip. 

' * * I ' ¥ ' 
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no Cvihj^ga^s a»jr dbj^p^,, ei^er of |m- 
poitaticMi <|)r.cxpQrtatipn, except, fqr fo- 
reiigli win$s, imported into the. toyy^n of 

Duriijig, the ab&ncepf the prince, he is 
rqprefented by a governol' of his own ap- 
pointinr ^ who eQ]qys coiiiklefable honovirs 
indieed, but his authority i^ very limited, 
Hp CQtn^vpk^s the three eftates; prefides 
in that ^fiembly ; and has the caijbin^ vote 
in caif of an equality of, voices : he ha$ 
the power alfo, in criminal cafes, of par- 
doxun^ or of mitigating the fentence. In 
his abfence his place is fupplied by the ife- 
nior counfellor of ftate* 

The tlu%e eftates of Neuchatel^ form, thi^ 

• • • • • • . •• 

iiiperior tribunal of this country ; and to 
them lies an appeal from the inferior courts 
of juftice. They are compofed of twelve 
judges, divided into three eftates ; thc^r^ 
confifts of the four fenior counfellors of 
ftate, who are noble: the /ecanJ, of the 
four chatekins of Landeron, Boudry, Valdp 
Travers, and Thielle * 3 and in cafe thefe 

cannot 
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♦ The princiinlity pf ^N^il^)l»tel i? divide;^ intq^ 
certain number of diftrids ; fome gf which are denQ- 

U 4 minated 



pl|ed by the re^^edive mayors of tbeprin- 
«ipaU^ of Netichatttl» according toi ^cer- 
tsoa prder exprer9ly xegaltAtdz^Hui.iiird 
cftate is compofed of four coimfeUoro ofi 
tbe town of Neuchatel, The iudgQ» in 

. tiie firft and fecond divifioix hold tktsir 
places for life ^ thofe in the third are a|>r 
pointed annually. This body ordinarily 
^aflembles every year in the month of 

.May; but is convoked extraordinarily 

. upon particular occafions : the town of 
Keuchatel is always the place of their 
meeting. 

Thefe three eftates are not» as fevecal 
authors have fuppofed^ the reprdCentatives 
of the people ; nor do they pofTefs the le- 
giflative authority. They are, properly 
j^^aking, the fupreme court of judicature^ 

-which receives all appeals, and decides 
finally all caufes, even thofe relating to 
the foVereignty of the country : a power 
which they exefcifcd in the year 1707, 

of the. former . are called chaUlmHs^ and of the latder 
mayars: in every other refpeft tbeif oAcp.aiid tf^ir 
power is the fame, - . w ; . ; 

- upon 






tbeipcKfon of liie dvti^«& of NeAi6^ « 
'^ The^GDOttcil «f ibttt is Invefled vritSiithe 
^otdiiMiry xdminUlratioa of govemments 
ihfitt'dic'ftiperiiitendeiicf of the general p6^ 
iiee^ and U entn^ed witii liie «Eecud6n 
of tto'laws. The members are nominated 
\^ die' fi)ver«gn ; and are not iimited to 
^any paiticular number^ The prince faks 
no pdu«r l>ut in conjun£lion with tHs 
council ; in which he is always conilckred 
as^ perfonally piefiding : and the power 6£ 
the prefident is only to convoke the aT- 
fembly, to propofe the fub)e6l of' thdr 
i conitderation^ to colled: the votes^ and to 
decide when the voices are equal. Preia* 
bus to the ifliiing of any ordinance by tMs 






■ • It may be here worth rematking, that tht thitee 

cftatM deetded the famous caufe of the Aicoeffion in 

1707, as a propefs betwe^ the feveral claimantSs pf liBie 

fovereignty. But if (in cafe of failure of claiinants) 

a new fovereign were to be chofen, or a new form of 

•government to be eftaUifhed ; this would no longer 

be cpnfidered as the afiair of a court of judicature : 

die queftion would come before the people afiembled 

"by means* of their reprefentatives, the deputies of the ' 

) four communities of Ncuchatel, Landcron', Boud'ry, 

and Vallengin. ' V 

^'■'1- councilj 



the ccsmeii df.ths <i6mt onditbe 4ep«tifi| 
of Valkngin^ vibo 9K to certif^^. that it 
CQsxtaixn nothing cMKtraiy to iav« : ; : 

T&e town of Neqjciiatel enjpp veryconi 
fideraUe pnytlqges : it lias thecaire of 1^ 
polke Trithin its own. diflxift^ and is g^ 
Ttfrhed by its own magiftracy^ .opofiiiigK 
of ja great and. little counciL I will d^ 
trouble you .with a detail of t^ fewmal 
departaiente ; blit I cannot omit 9iaitioi|y 
ing the miniftrMx^^, becatiife the membees 
of that body form the third eftate» whiuit 
ewr it is prdpofed to frame new lawfi> or 
to amend old ones« The mmi^r^mx are a 
kind of committee from thexouacii of 1^ 
town, and aure entruiled with the admini^ 
ftrdtion of the police. They confift of. 
the^ two prelidents of that council^ four 
mafter-burghers drawn frcHn the little conn^ 
cil, and the banneret or guardian of the li* 
berties of the people. The fix former are 
changed every two years i the banneret is 
ih0kia by the general aifembly of thc^ ci^ 
tizenfe, and continues in office fix years. \ 

The legillative authority is .divided in Ih 
Complicated a manner, that it would be 

difficult 
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difficuk to £iy pcQcifeijr whdr^ it .abiblaii^]i^ 
resides C: |>ei:liap8> the. foUowiog. account •<)£< 
the peirJooB conceamied^ aiui. of the f^KWiS, 
oibH^rved, in enading and in pTomuJg9jt(i^^ 
}og no^ laws, ma]r ibmciYM^ ^^ w clears 

As Topn as the cauies are decided by the 
tiicee ^ilatee afiembkd (as I raentioned ar. 
bove) in the month of May ^ the jfour- 
pi^gim, who form the third ^ate> retire ; 
aa4 their place i^ fuppHed by the four mf^ 
n^^ofPff who repreie^t the c<ffi£K;ii of thj^ 
town; The attorney ^general then delirea 
the members of the three ^ates to tai^ 
iixto coniideration, whether it be neceflary t^ 
fm&ie any new laws^ or to make:any aqiea^r 
ments in the old ones. If any new ordinaniM 
is propoied ; a declaration is drawn upi, sff^ 
delivered to the council of ftate for their 
deliberation, whether any thing thecmn: is 
contrary to the prerogatives of the priniqfr 
or to the intereft of the puUic : from, tbdpjc^: 
it is communicated to the.Go«m<il i£ %htt 
tomsfto be e^camioed^ whether it infrnigfA 
the privileges of the citiaena of Neuch%|et< 
}f it be adopted by the counc^ of ftate^ 

»■•',-. and 



iS'^lhe SMniil of iUfkriHtftt is jrfo: 

poftd to the prince for his approbktion 6t 
rgedtion : in the former cafe, ^ is agisSn 
carried before the l^ee eftates, and* piiB^ 
Kcly read ; after jvhich the goWmoi^; '6tT 
prefident, declares the appibbation of "At 
fovereign. It is then promulgatefd, br, sts 
the expreffion is, paiTed into a law by the 
tiireeeftatds. 

Since the acceflion of the houfe of Bran- 

• • • 

denbourg, the people of Valleriglri are aJ- 
♦irays confulted upon the framing of any 
new laws. For this purpofe the three maf- 
ter-burghers of Vallengin examine, whe- 
ther it contains any thing inconfiftent with 
the franchifes of the people of that dif^ 
tri<a : and, in that cafe, they have the 
power of remonftrating to the governor in 
council. ' 

From all tiiis detail it fliould feem, that 
ihe legiflative authority refides eonjunc- 
tively in the prince, the coimcil of ftate; 
and the town; that Ihc people of VaU 
leiigin have a kind of negative volte^s nnd 
that the three eftates propofe and promtii 
gate the laws. 

^ Every year, after the brcaidng-up of 
9 the 
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^.^cmWyJof the three ^atp^ q/ Npu* 

^^fil ^.<ti^«-^br«i? eftj»ir^-.of .Vallen^ii,, a? 
f59^t\>ttog the fupreme cQurt of judicar 
tprp fpr that caunt,ry,. meet, at their ca- 
pital hai;^,, and decide finally on all ap-» 
^^frpm the inferior courts ofjuftice. 
i:he jj»}<? of th?fe three eftates confifta.of 
%}^f &me four noble counfellors of ftate, 
who fit in the firft of the three eftates of 
Neuchi^cl J four mayors of the countj of 
Valleng^ compofc ida& fecond eftatej ainl 
IgiVir piembers of the court of juflice Qf 
VaUengin» nominated by the mayor of that 
bur|^» conftitute the /&></. The gqver? 
nor, or, in his abfence, the fenior coun- 
fellot, prefides, as in thofe of Neuchatel. 
Tbefe three eftates of Vallengin havc^ 1^9 
interference in the framing of the laws ; 
but, after they have been enacted or a- 
inended at Neuchatel^ in the manner above- 
mentioned, they are fimply remitted ^tjij^ 
them by the foUicitor-general, and.pttj?; 

' lidy read before them.' ■ -r--^^ 

jpfce people of thediftria of Valf«\gi^ 

afJlOTjble every three years in ^ oj>en pl^;a, 

^n order to ele£t their three mafier'b\^rgbfTi^ 
^ they ^eftyledi who are . refpe^iyel j 
• jT chofen 



^ttnhoTA araotig die ihhaWftWfeP^^tte 
burgh of Vallcttgin, of ** Vat 4c Rwfc, 
artd of the mountains. Thfc fo»6Bon 6# 
thcfe mafter-bilrghei* id to \witdi over th# 
genera! interefb of ^e people;: tfecy ai« * 
^fo in fomc cnfes their deputies, and^ df^ 
' pear at Neuchatel in tlicir naitte, wjlen- 
evtr they are fummoned' by the goventer 
and council of ftate, in relation to any 
afl^r which particularly concerns their 

^ eounfty. ^ 

. The principality of Neuchatet i» <fividted 

gtto a certain number of diftrifts, each of 

which has its criminal courts crf^jttffice: 

in the county of Vallengin there is but 

pnt for the whole diftri6t. The fpilit 

of their criminal laws is uncommonly 

mildi and the penalty annexed to each 

tranfgreffion is marked out with a preci- 

fion^ which leaves no part of the ientenee 

to the arbitrary determination of the judfeg-^ 

es. The, great circumfpeftion obferved in 

tfamr judicial proceedings, may fometimtis 

Indeed favour the efcape of. the crirt^Jtol : 

but the very few inftances "which occur 

of atrocious crimes, is a proof that this 

Itumane caution is no encouragement to 

tranf- 
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tWttfgrcffofs j as it is a ftrong prefdraptioii 
alfo of the general good morals of the peo- 
ple. Itt a word, and to fpeak of the tem- 
per of their legiflatiou in the higheft terms 
> q{ encomium, as well as with the ftridleft 
truth; perfonaliiberty is as totiderly and 
as fecurely prote6ted by the laws of thid 
country, as by thofe of our owa moft in-r 
valuable conftitution. 

When the criminal is arrefted, he is im^- 
mediately brought to trial : after vrhich^ 
the fcntence is read to him' m pfilbn. The 
next morning the piiToner it again broug^ 
before the judges, aflembled in the open air^ 
the whole former proceedings on. the trial 
;are read aloud, and the jtidges once mare 
deliver their opinion : by thcfe means time 
is given for farther xlcliberation. In cafe 
the fentence is capital ^ the governor is 
made acquainted without delay with the 
xrircumftances of the crime : and if he does 
not remit or foften the punifhment, Ac 
fentence is immediately put in execution. 
I airt forry to add, that torture (thou^^ 
^iHdom m&de ufc of) is not abiblutely abo- 
lifhed: it is the only circumftance* want- 
ing to render their code of penal la;^- ah 

admirable 
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humanity. . ,:,,,.. ;,, 

Such are tbe^eaeral outlines of dm ^re« 
markable conftitution* by which the li- 
berties of the people are as well, and ;^r-- 
haps better, fecurc& than even lA the de- 
xnocratical cantons : for» although the moft 
dd^potlc prince in Germany ia fbvereign^i 
hift power is exceedingly limited. Among] 
thii^e circumftances with which I was more . 
parjdcolarly ilnick in thi« government, I 
canBot but soention the very liberal en- 
couragement given to all ftrangers« who 
chootb to fettle in the coimtry* They en- 
joy every poffible privilege of trade aod 
cQDiiqerce; and one can icarcely meet with . 
any.^te^ where fewer eflential diitinc- 
tiqns are x^ade between thefe and the na« 
tives. I have already obferved to you» the 
gqp4 cffefts which this enlarged policy has 
had, within the prefent century, on the 
pQ{>ulfition of Neuchatel and. Vallengin: 
whraetfi, a narrower and more contracted . 
p4napleinfomeoftheneighbouriogKSwi& 
caafiff^^^ imwiiely with-holding them frboi 
giviag encouragement to the fettling of 

ftc^^gen imoag them ^ h^ occarianedA|M94 ^ 

continues 
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Il'J otflr way to Avenches we crofied 
the' river Thicle, which iffuci from 
f^e lake of Kenchatd, and tiifi:har|;es it* ' 
Mf jiflto diat of Bienne : this riiner iepa'« 
rates the principality of Neucfaatel from 
the canton of fierae. TMeie is a diftrift 

• • • 

of the province of Neuchatel, and cdtitidris 
Cevefal villages in a tra6l of level countrf^ 
tirliicti pfoduces vwine, corti, and fruif : ^ 
fpint^Qt indulhy pifevails among the ifihst*' ' 
Bit^ts, tiarticidarly thofe of the villages 6i 
Thielc and St. Blaife. 

Mbrat is a bailliage belongittg fo* dtimd 
And Fiibourg 2 the reformatiicifn Was intro* 
duced here in 1530^ by the inajoritjr 6(P ^ 
voices^ in pi'efence of the deputies of Betoo 
indf^^urg. The free fpirit of theSwife . 
^o^rhmehts is in no inftance more re« 
4uar^bly apparent, than by the mode they 
fbfeiVed in embracing^ or n^o^ng, tM 

X rdbrmation : 
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fide? Morat, the queftion .^f^j&iiriy.i^^ to 
the vote, and t^^c minority, generally ful?—. 
mitted to the deciiion of thegveater jiwn« 
ber, with peifed acquiefcence. • . .%. 

This town ftOiids uplon the. e^ke. p£ a 
foiall Uke (about fix miles long, and .twq. 
broad), in the midft of a well-cultiyated^ 
country. The lakes of Morat aijd.^Neu- 
chatel are parallel to each other^ and fi^ 
parated only by a fmall hill : the fprmer^g^ 
thf xnofi: elevated ; for» it difcharges itfelf ^ 
hy^m&^n^ of the river Broye, into the latn. 
ter. According to Mr. de Luc, the ,lake-^ 
of Morat is fifteen French feet (al>ouj;^ 
fixteen of our njeafure) above the level 
of that of Neuchatel. Both thefe lakes, 
as well as that of Bienne, forni^erly ex- 
tended much farther than their prefent 

limits : and I have little doubt, from the 

*•».. - . , "^ 

pofitionoiF the country, that they, were 
once united. 

■ ^o:^ is celebrated fqr t^o^ qbmn^p. 
ii^^.it fuftained in 1476 ^ag^inft, Char^^^ 
^.Bqld,. duke of Burgundy 4 whioisw^^^^ 
fpliow^efi by the battle of Morat :^ intCrls" 

fefiww eogag^ent, the.gjije,w^ £^^gC - 

•->■ .-.•,....: . ::. and 
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cajj^j'tkfe^oiMerateS^Wfs troops.' Net' 
fif ^dto'^the town, aijil cIoTe-to thchigli: 
rok^'ltherb fyil temains a monoment of; 
this viftory : It Is H fqiratfe buildings fijkdf 
with the bones of the foldfers belonging -^to: 
the diike of Burgundy's ahiiy, whia.Mrere 
flaih at'the'ficfge and in the battle. By the- 
quantity ' of thefe bones> it appears . that * th^ 
niuhber of tht flaiightered was confider-^ 
ajble. Over the building are feveral ih-f[ 
jGfriptions in Latin a&d German, relative to 
tfiaf memorable victory. I tranfcribed'flier- 
fi&Ilbwirig on 'account, of- its 'elegint cotf^-^ 
ci^fenefs: : ^ / * . ^ ' '- *- 

Deo Opt: Ma:ii - - - 

'^' / ' CaroR Inclytr^tForty/tnti' ;"* "' ^^ 

^^, C^/ hoc Jut Mmumentuih felibwi'^^^ 

-rf«w; 1476. ' 






* This war, which Chartcs 'die BoW «ff- 
ried oh^gainft the Swifs with a temeril^ 
pec^iiat to himfelf^ forms a remarkable 
nt'a in the hiftory of this country ; Jttid was 
atteiided with (bme very extraorcUnary oiiw 

.X a cumftances^j. 
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cuiof^cet. Fnm the; tiioe.of the^faBqi^^ 
rcTolution in ijoSy viiich gaire zjefe tot i^ 
Helvetic c(Hlfe(leiac7» to the«qyd>ofitJief<4? 
lomng century, die^tmd&r^publkftfirippqit 
the .hooie of Aufina ot oil ;thf|ff. tecxit^ 
lies that lay witun SwiilbriaQd i mul cotft 
tmued in pofleffion of them^ notwi^iten4ff 
to% the varioiu atten^ ouide..by the ^ 
fesmt 4ukes to recover tbeir kift dooiiaupoi 

r 

Among thefC) S^fmond tfae.SltnpIe, ^unci^ 
duke of Auibia of dM branch <o£T}sr6I» 
was^niore partkukaly tngaged, m perpctjuji)! 
hoftUitbs with the S wifs csaatxms^ and thfiir 
alU^ ^ ^fQfi his bereditasy. d<»mioa>B8 kt 
Suabia and Aliace bordered upon Swi£Ebrf^ 
land, and induced hixR to-^er more fr^ 
quently into thejfe qw^Tek^ thai^ jthe othcvr 
branch of that houie. which waa in pof^ 
feffion of tl)? x^pop^iiirMie* 

Iiiihe fiouffe of ^fe hoftiHtiesi .^igif- 
mond was comp<tiad:t9\<;€)4!S a confiderabie 
part of his territories to the Swifs repubr 
fics^ ^rticularly die richcoimtryrof ilivurr 
gavv was yielded to^ tiie ibven 
which at that perked <:ompoAd thte 
league % . The(e i^peaced. io0ec,' acMi the. 

• Berne obtafned the cjo'-regttlCy dfThilirgaw «tlte 
p^act.of Araw, I7]2» - --. 

humiliating 
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fcuilflafiillnl; '<e<Mkafti6ns of ])cace- lie im 
CoaSfamsd ixk^icttf^ ki 1468, filled hiid 
imtk Yelentmtiit t and . fae endearoured to 
^i;dtge foQie ef die ndighbouiirtg powers 
tp joii!^ with him ih a tofikdtrzcf j^aii^ 
the Sw^* €2&ton9« Foi tiiis purpofe, 
he ^rft tiEippHcd to Louis XL king of 
France ; 'h\it not fucceei&ig, he addreflfed 
himfelf to Charles the Bold, (hike of Bor- 
;^nd/« 

-' That prince having fueceeded to the 
^poflei&pm of Frandxe Comte, Burgund/^ 
Aftoii, and Flanders, together with t^ 
"^ateft part of the now United Provinces^; 
hisi revenues were as ample, and his terri- 
'6>ries as extenfive, as thofe of the moft po« 
tent ibvereign of his time. MagniikeHt, 
ihipetUous, and enteiprifih^; he kb no 
hounds to his reftkfe anftntioh ;" ndt^ne;* 
, gl<}£bd ftny <^portiinity of - enl^giiig^his 
4omains and aggr^difing his power. He 
liodt formed the plan of tredting his dorai- 
nicfn^ into a n^onarchy ; and had etlready 
3» Imagination appropriated to^ himfelf 
«I/C^KU|^ and part of Swiflk*Iand j jvhieh he 
.j^l^ofed to^Onqbef, and annex to his he- 

.lOdkviy.WfitorisfUL w 
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hnt be well-rdfa^ofed to tid^fiO:^]^'p^\^f* 
turcs, or to undertake any.;?ftur/vtHat}{|ig)it 
bciUratice his /ambitious ^ £ch6Qie^ AK;cor^ 
dingly^ Charles i^ceived withr^^rnjel^^h^ 
propofitions which Sigifixioiid made ^hilM ; 
flattcsred him with the hopes of beftow^g 
upon him in * marriage his daughter M9^» 
JieirefB of Ins . extenfivt; dommions ; ; ^d 
prevailed upon that credulous priDc^^io 
Surrender to him Sundgaw, AlTftce, Bfjlf- 
;gaw^ abd the four Foreft^towns, a$ a pl^ge 
for the fecurity of eighty thoufand fk>ieias : 
upon the re^payment of which fuoi/ the 
provinces in queftion were to be reftejr0$. 

By diis treaty, Sigifmond acquired a fum 

^ of money to ai&ft him in his pr^arati^ns 

^agalnft: the Swifs ; protected, as he thoi^t, 

: his hereditary dominions from their ^nter- 

upnfes; and fecureda powerful. ally agami): 

the'^Lntitnt enemies of his family. The 

»4t»erfe, however, proved to be the evtnt; 

: for, rby a ftran^. fatality; this treaty, wJiich 

•ivas to cement the unioa of the two 

r!^nces, land to engage them to ad^dc 

^ cfanjointly that formidable peo^de ; ki^r^ 

r only to divide the contca^iag^Mrtieiff and 

'A :. occafioned 
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' Vt^6tti tke S\(^ ckntcffls aoita {ainoe of riAe 
"kiBffe o^ AKftfia. ^; 

- »'^ GlKirlos,'!»fpoiii? the xondttfion of this:al< 
^ 1kn!ci^4 iiif&rmed the' Stsiis cantons, that 
1 kf^ha^-t^keti Sigpifmond under. his; <pFp- 
-itefitkwi,' and would defend him tothe: lit- 
Cft^'di of 'ht& power. Meanwhile^ the bsd- 
''1I^» whom 'he placed over his new^acqqir- 

» 

V %(l territories in Alface, o^aScd the^qo* 

' pk;. laid embargoes upon the cammetce 

\ of^Molhaufen^ a fmall town coni^d^isd^d 

4Vith: the cantons ; and widiheld tHe rents 

- 6f the eftates belonging to the Smf^/in 
Sundgaw and Alface. - ^ [ 

i ' Tht& grievances were laid before Charles 
^ in an embafly, which fierne difpatdieit to 
«• bis court 4n. the name of the allied; can* 

- tons« The duke received it with hdughti* 
y- tutb ; and after having obHged the xtepu* 
^ des to kneel down, while dieydelivbred 
« ^'ifadrremonftrancey (^mifSxl thiem imthout 
) ' >ttn aafwer* ^ This.di£laiQful and igngmilni* 
<-'6us. treatment was ill brooked by a /free 

'' ^^eopki unaccuftomed to crooch hefore^the 
nifoletiqt* ifif .p(> wer I and the warintb of 
^''^thdp'/jv^^iia^ mqitsoin^ 

bonoiii,: I- X 4 . flamed 
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who, jealom of the duke of .BtKgiaDtijf^ 
POmcTt now entetf^ into A.dt&tifiye ftlH- 
^ce vrith the -eight cantotM)' in ieoii}i9iKh 
tion with th« reppblics of JFjatptirg :m4 
Solofre, iri qrder ^o {xymtt€«»£k thftdaib; 
gerous defigas of that ambttiout. prince^ .t 
Bat Lquis ftill faither. ftreogthfitMd ijus 
Sv^ii^, by effi:6iing a reconciliation b9t)q«en 
them and Sigifinond : for, the latter iit4 
no fooner furrendered tp Chart^s th^ 
jLoyms which hfi had qiortgagod to hun 
upon the terms isbhove-'meatioQed^ iban hte 
l)Cgan Itq be fenfible of the error be hM 
conmiitt^. T)ie duke of B^irguiidf ii0t 
pnly oppreHed thofe people, hut ^^semed^o- 
ti^rmuied, even fhould the Scroop flonm 
he repayed^ 'to keep pofibilion of thefe 
ccmdHiohal territories ; and he avoided^al"- 
fq ^ ^ulfilHi^ o£ the promise he had ittufe 
Sfi l^^win^. his daughter upco fh« i^njir 
duke, jFrqm thefe cQoii4erationa» the.l8t)»- 
tec way ea^ly :indaced».through theiitiBdi- 
^tipo qf Lquisi io.tlnxwir hiio^.iOldtsr 
;u^ |VQte£^n of the .^wiis j. ^d bei^^otil^ 
~€lude4 . with them the. £wnau.&..treA^ 

iwl^ch was cqA£irm^-^t*v¥nli^;C>^ J^ 

nuary. 






^«atie9 made with th* hpti&^i/V^&^3 

^ 0$i)ui^ in <[ueft)oni, ^i^mioiSAi -!%«» 

j^ Auftria : • the two €t>nttti^ng |)te€eB 
i»HvtA. ieto -a defen^ve aUkii<9:,'and-@Qh 

^mM»nesi Th^ the Swiis,. aft<^ f«i'«uftg 
i^pp«d ^^fianond efeXk^ pofleffibas in 
4^iriRNistrpr» iltpiiiatai wHh'hhiii t6 fbf»- 
;p(Jit hi« ffght to tMb jv<^ pfcynncc^i 
ij^hioh :he had moitp^sA iA'<ir^ to 
•^^ngthetf 1h8 -arfliis «|[aii!ft thettifel^esj: 
}aiid Si^fraond Was -aiider-^ morti^Mg 
fieecffitjr «f aceeptihg^tier^aairaniKe 

femily: 
- Tfeb trea^,' which doitirtlj 
4c6gns <and' altered- die .poliicy 

fB»lfti| indHgti^ of -toms XI. i and the'lca.. 
#ufy *P'tl«ft:'taefijp|ng^.Tridnardi Ained 
o'-.-''' into 





of the duke of Burguiuiy 'i ptdptaia^hs 
"which woifld pr6babjy have be^ 9AX&ad- 
^ with more fuccefs, had :they boen^* 
:Te(fted agaihft France* ' --' - '^^^^ 
- ^ Charles perceived, when it was too lite, 

the imprudence of his behaviour towards 

• • - - . . ■ - , 

tthe £wii$ republics ; andhe noW tlied every 

^method to engage them in a neutrality : 

but 'thfcy reje6ted his propofals of fccon- 

cilia^on with firmnefs ; prepared, with 

J^e|ijr, ufual vigour, for a war, which now 

ia{>|>e9i!tt4 inevitabte ; and even advanced 

^e!^6iboO florins to Sigifmond, who de- 

liiatldi^i! '&%. reltitution of his lands, and 

wfiicH the duke of Burgundy evaded un- 

>4«rv variens pretexts. The latter having 

t^Direluded a fepanrte peace with Lobis 

'^(wiib giirierally ddpcd every ftate, with 

L he entered into alliance, , and k^t 

n^« inoft ; Iblemn tre^ldeS; .no longQr than 

th^i were iubferaent to his own mttrtfk) 

etttftred Swifferland vnth ah 4fnKy df - fixty 

iKquland men } and, laying fidg6 to Grand- 

ipni cwried it by^^aiilt- ^ .l^i^.lj^s^Tvccei 

ended. here: for, >at)/^the fttb^b^i^fit. bat- 

^4l«s bf ^fandfon^adMorat, he was totally 

'' . , defeated. 
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-laiwj ^€atirely feuftrattd** Neverthekfs, 

^ ^ Charles entered SWiflerland confident of ful>dulns 
ihit country. The cfkSt which this uncxpeded an4 
humiliating difappointmenl^had upon bis ipirit's and 
Conftitution^ is related by Philip de ComineSi witlf 
his ufual minutenefs, ia his Meihonrs addrefied to AtH 
*^eloCatthoy archbifhop of Vienna in Dauphine. .Hif 
'^account is curious, and will giyefome idea of the vio* 
Jent and impetuous charadbr of Charles : 
^ , ^< His concern and diftrafbion for his firft defeat at 
. *^ Grandfon was fo great, and made fuch deep imfsref- 
'*^ fion on his fpiri^, that it threw him into a violent 
' ** and dangerous fit of ficknefs : for, whereas before^ 
^^^ his choler and natural heat was fo great. Chit he 
** drank no wine, only in the morning he t<X)k a4it- 
.'^ tie ttfane, fweetraied with co^ferve of rofes, to. re- 
^* frelh himfelf : this fudden melancholy. had^ altered 
^^ his cpnftitution, he was now forced to drink' the 
'* '^^ ftrongeft wine that could be got, without dny water. 
*' And, in order to draw the Uopd froo) hi^))ear|i i^Nue 
burning tow was put into the cuppiog-glafleSy and 
applied to his Cde. But this, niy lord of Vipnne,'yott 
^^ know better than I ; for, your lordfhip attended on 
<^ him daring the whole coorfe of his illnefs,'incl fpar« 
^^ ^d no pains that might contribute to }m ry u yciy : 
** and it was by your perfuafion that the duke was pre- 
' .*^ vailed upon to cut his beard, wbich.wvsof a nro* 
> ^< digious length. In my opinion his underftanding 
^^ yni never fo perfeft, nor his fenfes fo fedate and 
' . ^ c^o^^^ after this fit of ficknefs^ as beft>M/' 

^ . . ^.../ ^v4'^;f7r«/:^^A./*>w 

[..»:. ^i.'« his 
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)dfr inflieffir and omfait^pfas^ iporit • nn^liiMl 
f^ unMAusd -, and it imptlbd him to at^ 
tack tbs duke of Lorraine^ Buk ;that 
prince^ hating cngi^od a bod^ of . d^ 
tiibuiand Swifs in!higj)ay^ had the |;ood foiw 
fune (£pr :)^hicb he Mra« very mpch indoblCw 
fd.to^itile^lKateur <if tiiofe* tro9ps> lo d>« 
tarn a.^ctepfcte'-viSoryiia^ -Nancy, over 
t3iarles, i*rho loft his life in the battle K : 

Jl^ defitk put an end to tlus bloody 
4Mft ; intcKi \Ktiidx, akhough the Snift gave 
loAded Iflie inoft ^iftiq^idSHfig proofs of 
theSor Uivixvcittle y2tloi;nr, and ffte^ the 
&v» of their zmlitaiy victues throughoitt 
att £vni)^ 4;hi^. derh;ed no f^jiid odvan^ 
«{ige "f, Ijx fadi, the pnndpal and sdmoft 

:; •' • • fole 
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♦^ ^hc death bf Charles at the battle of Nancy, was 

^attended with fome very cxtraordinarjrcircumftancesj 

HFor the particulars of which, fee the ctirious account 

ftxhaf^d from Phnip de Comihes, a'lfd the Chronique 

"Scandaleuie of John dc Troyes, inWiiaxaPs intereft-j 

ing Memoirs pf the K^ings of >France of the Houfe of 

'vjwj;;'- . ; ■ , ;■• • ■ ' •'. - 

• '• f ** And what,'* fajrs Cfemincs, '^^ was the occaiioi) 
1^ of this war i It was begun oh account of a waggof^ 
^^ off ihceD-Qcins, which the lord of Romdnt took froi^ 
*< a SwiTsi who Y^as jpsiffing through his terntones. 
^* If 9^ ^*^ Wt abandoned the duke, it Is hot pro- 
""■^ "'^^ '' if bablc. 
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£au» Kt) qiSibj Ui6sfaBU:K of ifi£^ 
iiocjonfytgotiadiof ;ft AaAgcixMiSianifiiitec^ 
|Kfiing kividU^tF.si9K> tmnexedtfaericb^^ 
^dbbt 0f Boi:gand; ) and Attob to tliB 

^Mbtiq^ tDi' t]iie-6wi» Iiy tfasdcstli o£ Bat 

ie^otisa&t ;; yet the caaSstfaenctB.o£ it^ft* 
noed vbiy %onfidetfaUy on.dneir. fitfmie. po* 
fttics. Mary, of Borgund^c, ^e mfy ifiHr«i 
Tiving child and heire& of .ClDudes» ninta 
l&cdtbe archduke MaxinBfian» eideAiba of 
tiKr «n{>tror Fiedsric in., and a^ttcnrArik 

^ babie, that be would haye put hnnfclt into Co mucfi 

.» • - » • 

^^, danger for fo trifling a circumftance ; confidedug^ 
^ the atkn^ tW wefe made to him ^ agtinft what fort 
^' '6f people 'he was engaged ; and from whence neithef 
<* profit nor glory cculd accrue to him. For^ the ^wiff 
*^ were not in fuch repute, as they are in at prefen^ 
^ and nothing could be poorer : mfomuch that ohtiif 
^ their ambalTadors, as he was endeavouring to,^t^' 
^ vent the diike firom, engaging in thalt war; remon* 
^ ilrtted ; that he toM g^in nothiw by attaublkiJUg 
f* them : ibr^ their country was fo barren, that the 
•* fpurs o^ his troops and the bits oF their horfts #ere 
*^ worth more, than coold be fumi&eil by ill %hi 
^ Swifs lerfitories. In cafe thcj wc^canqueted'.'*' 

V 1 criipelror 



hcmfc of Atiftria Wquiral tUt^ p^K&mbn bf 
the Low- Countries ^ and liaTdng frequent 
dHputes^to -fettle with Frahefe, irdating' ic^ 
thofe territorifes winch' borda^'upon that^ 
kmgdcHn ; the alliance of ike Stvifs wfi^' 
fecanioiifly coiirtfed by both parties. , Ahd 
thus this country » being fecured from idl- 
enterpriies from without ; acceded as oc« 
cafion offered to the two rival powers j: 
afiifting each party by turns; as the in*- 
trigues> or rather as the fubiidie8> of the 
one or the other prevailed. 

Thefe intrigues gave rife to diffei]^^ 
alliances, contra£l:ed with the houfe io£ 
Auflria, the kings of France, the pope,, 
and the dukes of Savoy and Milan. 
But, not to enter more minutely into their 

■ 

fciftoiy, I will only obferve in general, 
tiiat hitherto the Swife had afted with 
gre?it difintereftednefs in all their treaties," 
and had never tak^n the field but either 
to fecure their liberties, or to drive their 
enemies out oif Swifferland. It was, about 
tjie period of the Burgundian .vrar,.thai) 
the. fubfi^ies which they obtjotied fron^ 
Louis xi, taught them the.difgraceful arts' 

I of 



§und)5 gay^ftv »» .fome inc9%5, the firft 
t^at IP that .wonderful fimpjicity of jxjj^* 
ijers, for wnich.they h^4 .l>^fore been.fo 
happily 4i^n$ui^e<i;*tiU at kngth, Swl/i 
itemlity has become a kind of proverbial 

' J • _.. ♦•.rfv I ##11 f ♦•• 
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AvenchesjScpt. 13, ' 

. • ^ » . , • # 

HERE is fcarcely any antient'town 
that has occafioned more contro- 
verfy among antiquarians, or that' has 
given rife to fuch variety of conjefturej 
cbncemirig its origin and importance, as 
Avenches,' the principal burgh of a bail- 
liage in the Pays de Vaud. Some contend 
that it was the capital of all Helvetia 1 l)e- 
caufe Tacitus call^ it Aventicum gentis ca- 
put : while others have endeavoured to 
prove, that by this expreffion the niftonan 
meant only to denote the capital town of 
its particular fagtu or diftrid. Agreeabl^ 
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b' IM leoMiiir, die dtf'midinStk, i^ 
« Rondcn cdx/bf fbaiMM itore»« hf Tc%»» 
fi^ s accd^ti^g to 'othery (aikd wiiti mgnt 
ptohiix$itf) if .w|i opif it^Mu^ iml 
bfeaiitified ty that ^emp^roi', ifta if iii4 

» ■ ■ ' 

tclTiUs. * ■ ' " ■ 

WithoQt <aite|ing howei/^ kto dhiigir> 
fions ixf tbSs diy and unioterefting issbd^ 
^9 much at leaf): is certain j that h was 
formerly a very confiderable toim, wgA 
wider the deminion t>f the-Romans. This 
imp^ars not only from feveral mUe-ftonea^ 
found in many parts p£ the Fayf 4e Yavd^ 
moft of which luce nujQbered. from Awn* 
ficMm, a$ tliic pdnctpal place of nrfpr^Rce.-^ 
iuid alfo ^om yarious ' other infcriptions ^ 
l>ut more particularly from the ruins (Hfl 
enUting. I (hall Hightly meiidon . 9 f^ 
of the latter, meiicly to fhewyga it is no^ 
without evidence that theie good peppkf 
Inaft of their antiquity. 

We tticed. the ruins of. thf 9P^s^ 
iraUsj which appear to have eo^k;^ 4 
ipace near five mUes in circumfeniice^ Tk6 
prtfent town acccq|>ie$ but a very ii^ffipfiT 
fiderabte port of dus ground '; the ton^in^ 
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doiMk Cbid of tiie aidaili ttfwefB fH^ 
iftv^ it b friitaBdiitttlir bofldiiig/wttk the ^ 
colHPfix Me tsreed towacds the tovm. 

We were ftiewn a vtry curious molaie 
pwement, dsfbov^vd ic^ years ago in . 
ploughing up a field. It is now inclofei 
hf ft bairn, whidi being' let to fbme pea^ 
ikdbs^ the I g n or an t occupiers are taking 
the moft efibfloal method to deftriy this 
tMga«it piece of antiquity as fiaft as pof-f -. 
fibk. We found it flrewed all over -with - 
tobaceo^-'I^ants : and indeed they not only 
co^ it with damp herbs, which deaden. ; 
thecotours and rot the pavement; but 
faSot every perfon who enters to take « . 
WR2tf bits. £ven the Mef&s. of Bemb 
werel<> in&nfiUe of the value of this ad* : 
ixnrdble rehc of antient genius, that they 
pe r m i t te d the -count of Caykis to take up 
one o^ the pamiels ; upon which the fi-^ * 
gutes of two latyrs, repreiibnted as cih^ 
bridng, were greatly admired foi^ the ex«- 
qmfiie 'beatrty of the execution. The count ' 
^^fefiigsed-to have conveyed them to Paris^ 
butiMfas difiippQinted : for, by Hfc unikiT^ 
fiilttd&oftlttrperfimsempldydliarttnovinif . 
iStmbiiSxe pannei was brbkdi to pieces. 



This- fine motaic-was-.the floor oi am. 
antient bath^ apd is about fixty fp^m 
length and forty in breadth : the gea^f^ 
form is perfect ; and^ although itv^al 
. parts are broken off and loft, yet from 
what remains we* could eafily trace the c(^- 
iiguration of the whole, , .^ 

The pavement ccnfifts of three genea^ 
. comjpaxtments : thofe at each extrenuty 
' are regularly divided into fifteen o£lagons» 
eight ixnall fquares, and fixteen finall tri- 
angles. Five of thefe o^tagogns in cac^ 
compartment, reprefented human figures 
In various attitudes, but chiefly BacchwaF- 
lian men and women : the remaining o&a- 
^ons were compofed of three different pat- 
terns, anfwering to each other with great 
exa<5lnefs. The vacant parts between the 
o6):agons are filled with the fmall iquares s 
and towai'ds the outward border, with 
the finall triangles above-mentioned* The 
middle compartment is divided into oh- 
long pannels ; in the largeft of which is 
an oftagon bath of white marble, of about 
fix feet in diameter, and a foot 'and an 
'half.deep^: the fides of the hath are or- 
namented . with dolphins. Of thefe three 

>eoiiipartment»' 9a« k fisapA pericAi the 

two 
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iwootliers arc very much defaced; Each 
^f the pahnds is encircled with fcvieral 
'borders prettily diverfified 4 Jtnd a general 
' borfer encl6fcs the whole. 
'- Schmidt, in his Recueil d'Antiquith de 
Id Suiffe^ ingenionfly conjeftures, from a 
glory which encircles a head of Baccliius 
§n tihis mofaic, that it was wrought du- 
ring fome part of the intervening age be- 
tween Velpafian and Marcus Aurelius ; be- 
caufe that mark of divinity is never feen 
upon any monuments of Roman antiquity 
prior to that period. He adds, that the 
feme kind of glory is obferved upon the 
head of Trajan in an antient painting at 
Rome ; upon that of Antoninus Pius on 
a medal ; and on the arch of Conftantine* 
He ftrengthens this conjefture, by farther 
remarking, that the head- drefs of one of 
the Bacchanalian women reprefented in 
this mofaic, refembles the head-drefs on 
the medals of the empreffes Plotina and 
Sabina*. 
From thence we were, conduced to the 

- ' 3^ The curious reader will find in the RfcueU^ cited 
if| itllie if Kt^' fi yciy accurate drltriptn^n. vnA ^0grAving 
i^£this rao&|C« 

' ^ ■ ' ■ . Y i ruins 



tmiis of an kn^mt amphiliheafrfe, ^Xh" 
ia the walls of the baiBflPs gardfeii.- TH^ 
geheral form aAd Jlize of this build-^ 
ing remain tolerably perfe^f, as aHb fome 
t)&rts of the walK which cncloled it. The 
diameter of the arena might be abouflf 
dghty yards, as far as we cdmd judge uj^ 
pacing it; which niuft neceflarily inde^ 
have been a very uncertain eftimate : fdr, 
ontf 6f the former bailiffs filled up the hol- 
low with a confiderable quantity of earth, 
in oTdier to plant it with fruit-trees ; 'wifely 
cfOnteivmg^ I fuppofe, that to havego63 
fruit was of more value, than to be able 
fc determine the precife extent of aM the 
arilient amphitheatres that ever exifted. 
Under a tower (part of which is built of 
Roman materials) is a cell of about 24 feet 
m 18, and nearly 20 in height, from 
'wnence the animals were probably let loofe 
tipcff the combatants. On the outfide 
kre rtill to be fcen the remains of five 
dens : and all over the walls, which are 
formed of brick and mortar, there arc fe- 
veral pieces of rude fculpture confiderably 
defaced. , . - ,^ 

Not far from thefe ruins ilands a large 
' " ' column 
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^umn of .wfeite iparjjje^ .about >5d-. fiMt 
in height, comppr^d.pf imqienfe .jsj^es, 
nicely joinfid -togetl>er wthput cement (. 
and near it lies fcattered 9 cQnfiderable « 
jpragmcnt of defaped fc^jptup : it ,ha$ 
ijiuch thcf appearance of having been once 
j:l^e portal of fome ms^gnificent temple^ 
At afii^all 4iftance from this column, jn 
the high, road, we obferved a cprnicc^ 
cpnfiftmg of a large folid block of w|^itf 
marl^le, which probably belonged to thf 
faipe building : the fculptnre, whicji is, not 
Without merits rf prefents urns and grif- 
fins. As. we walked through the town^ we 
T!ffn^xlicd feveral other enormous maffes of 
cornice, ornamented with fea-horfes and 
urns; as alfo fome mjirble columns of 
beautiful proportions. 

About a mile from Avencbes, near the 
village of Coppet, are the remains of a 
fmall aqueduft ; it is on the other fide of 
a little ftream, vrhich iep^ates the can^ 
ton pf Fribourg from that pf Berne. It 
was difcbvered about fifteen years ago, by 
the accidental falling of a hiU of fand 
yhick covered the fiqueduA, and in iti 
faU degaoliftied % part of it. . The outfide 
^.pfprmed of ilones and mortar, and the 

y 3 infide 
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infide:fi/"a red'ttment^ as hard as tibe^dd 
B;oman tile j the >^ault of the ardi mtif 
be about two feet and an half high; and 
one and ah half broad. This aquedadl 
has been traced «to the eaft-iide of the 
town, and alfo to near the high marbk 
column before- mentioned. We werclns 
formed that it extends to the tower of 
Gatifa, between Vevay and Liaufanne ^ and 
^t between Villarfel and Mamaw, about 
four leagues from Coppet, the folid rodo 
18 cut through in an arch of nearly the 
fame dimenlions. But whether thefe fe- 
veral parts a6lually communicated with 
each other, or indeed whether they really 
ckift ; are fafts Avhich, (having only \dew-* 
ed thofe remains that are vifible near this 
town) I muft be contented to reft on the 
credit of my informers. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXXI, 

Fribourg* September 14. . 

TH E town of Fribourg was boilt in 
1 179, by Berchtold IV. diike of Z«i; 
[riogen, who endowed it with confider- 

able 
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aWe frivilbgw. Upon tbe ^xtihtSiiofhiof 
tfee^mfele line of the houfc of ZaeringciJi 
in iai8 % Vine of Kybourg obtamedthd 
ibverdgnty of thq town, in right of iiis 
nrff e Anne, fitter of the. laft duke Berch-£ 
tbH V. It came by marriage into the 
polTeffion of Eberhard count of Habf-^ 
lupurgrLaufFenbourg ; who fold it to his 
tottfui Rhodolph of Habfbourg, afters 
wards emperor, and founder of the houib 
of Auffcria. Daring this period a \ con*^ 
tiftuai rivalftiip fubfifting between Berne 

* The houfe of Zseringen was defcended from the 
antient counts of Alface, by Bcrchtold count of Brif- 
gavr. His grandfon, Bcrchtold II, built the caftle of 
Zseriiigen j from which Bcrchtold III. took the title 
of duke. That caftle was fituated near a village of the 
fame name, not far from the prefent town of Frey- 
burg, capital of the Brifgaw. Bcrchtold V, the 
laft duke, was chofen emperor in 1198, in oppo^tion 
to the boufi; of Suabia; but refigned in favour of Phi-^ 
lip. Upon his death his territories were divided be* 
tween his ^lateral heirs, the dukes of Teck, and. his, 
two fifters Agnes and Anne. The former married 
Egeno, count of Urach ; by which marriage he ob- 
tained pofTeffion of Freyburg in the Brifgaw s and his 
poftertty were called counts of Freyburg. Anne mar-. 
lipd Ulrio, cpvnt of Kybourg : thejr aaiigl|itier {|edf 
WJg^ wa^s wife of Albert count of Habft)ourg, and mo- 
ther of the emperor Rodolph I. ' 

Y 4 and 
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mA'PAhwiig^ tlkey weft fst^ittMy^ ^tti^ 

gaged in mutual hoililities : .dt ^ lengtiQ, 
however, all diibren€0s were coibpolbdj^ 
^d the two cities, in 1403, ^eot^e^ into 
a perpetual alliance. 

Fribourg continued under fiie dcxAnion 
of the houfe of Auftria» and was a parrf 
in all the quarrels in which tiiat famil)" 
were engaged with the Swifs repuWicsi 
until the middle of the fifteenth century $ 
when, by a very fingular revolution, it 
xenounced all allegiance to Albert arch^ 
duke of Auftria^ and brother to the em* 
peror Frederic III ; and put itfelf tender 
the protection of the duke of Savoy « From 
this^ $ti9, it occafionally affifted the cantoiu 
dgaitiit the houfe of Auflria ; and in die 
war between the Swifs and Charles the 
Sold, the troops of this republic had a 

^flioie in the vidx>rie8 of Grandfon ai^ 

• "I 

Mofat *» Soon after the laA: of thefe bat^ 
tlCE^ thb hotife of Savoy, at, the mteros^ 
"fion of Berae> renaimced ail rigdt and titie 
ttp 1I1V towQ of Fribooi^. 9f this ine«B^ 
l^ib«eame af^ee and rndspeaimt repaid. 
'Jic; «nd^ in 1(481, was admitted, togethel^ 

" S^'See page 314.1 ' '^- 

-: witii 



, iTlkj^gavepiinenjt; of Fiibourg is.m^ely 
enikofan.Md,.^.iioiffr^gfi' and legifl^thse 
authority being vefted isi . the great oqi^? 
cU» QWtJfifting ip^ 20Q.i the r^^mibers. of 
vikifh are chofei:! by th^ CQunciU a^d 
ftom a £sv patrician fafni^« . The iittl^ 
pouncil of 94, in which refid^s th» tstMUv 
tjyre power j and the i^cret cqiw41* ^oh*" 
fifties of 60 meoxbers i are fub>-diyi4;WM 

p^ the gnsat cpiincil. { ihaU.Qotjeoi;^ 
iQt9 ^, pBinntB .delyiil of this gQvemmeMf 

if^^h^oh refembiet (ipme inconfideil^blf. 4ilr 
ftrieiices excepted) ji^ athier anftoc{;ati^ 
flaie$ pf Swiflerhuul. T^e inoft xtmsxkr 
ai>le 4r<(Uinilanice that dj^lQgnifltca \U '^ 
i|ie mode c^ eledling the tiieiAbi^.of .th^ 
feci;e|: and of the lit^e co^ixit; ThenMoes 
of the candidatei are {thtced priyatidy in » 
hftx* oontaiiaing as masy divi^^ ^ tbMP 
a^ perioBs who £)hick the d^iarge* ^ 3oto 
«ach /9f itl^ par^ttons the .63SS^igfs::^afi 
litfQwnj ai4 the ievqnyl, ele^fl^ppi^ i» 
their, ballots as chance diieda, with^tpt 
jmemog to Ndu^ cf t^ ftn^tqi |hcy 

«»y h^PPea tt m« ^IJ^ Wtf f and h^ 

wh9 
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; the moR of the£e cafual baflots^^id 
This method has the appearance 
of effe£hially guarding againft fanuly m^' 
fluence: nevcrthelefe, if it be confidcredt' 
that the candidate <;an onl;^ be taken &otiv 
certain families^ and under certain te^. 
itriftions ; it may well be q\ieftion6d, wher 
thfer it fuftcieiitly anfwers the purpofc'fOr, 
which it was intended. 

Thiff canton is entirely catholic* It is 
Irtppafed to coiltain^ above 60,000 fouls; 
without including the town; in which 
tiiire are about 6,000. Its territory con- 
fifts chiefly of excellent pafture 5 pn>duce9 
foine corn, and but little wine. The com** 
mcrce here is too inconliderable to be 
mentioned : and literature is by no means' 
in a more flourifliing. ftate^ The town 
flaxlds on a hill in a very fingular fitua«« 
lion, half encircled by the river Sane; the 
banks whweof are formed by naked per-^ 
pendicular rocks ; but the adjacent country 
oflnbits a beautiful variegated fcene of , 
itfing groundsj rich meadows, and fine 
forefls." ♦ ' ' 

'('This republic draws confiderabje fixb< 
fidies'firoia ¥tmctj both ia mooi^ an^^ 

' ' fait J 



t 33» 3' 
Mti and it is compirted timt, in propor^ 
tidn to its fixe, none of ^e other cantons 
have fo many troops in that fervicc* It 
has long been a controverted queftion^ 
whether Sveifferland gains or lofes by fur-- 
nifliing fuch numbers of her natives to 
fcrve in foreign armies. That the fidelity 
of thcfe troops is fo well recognifed, as tor 
be chofen above all others to be the life- 
guards of fcveral fovereigns ; is a circum- 
ftance, which in that refpeft, undoubtedly, 
redounds much to the honour of tiic iw* 
tional charafter of the Swifs : but, on Ae 
other hand, to traffic with the blood of 
their fubjefts, and let them out,' for pal- 
try fubfidies, to fight the batdes of any 
kiilg, in any caufe; feems to betray a 
mercenary fpirit, uncontrouled hy confi- 
derations of juftice and humanity. It ha? 
been urged, that were it not for their 
fumifhing thefe fupplies to foreign na- . 
tions, Swifferland would be over-ftodked 
with inhabitants s and that the people 
would be obliged, fike the northern hives-; 
of old, to emigrate for fubfiftence : *£br,* 
in miany 'parts there is no commerce ; aftd- 
the mouhtiinoiis trafts of this caunby*- 

cannot 
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^tnnot iopply fofiunpat prayj£oii for ^tsi^ 
A.iwokerous peofile. In iieply ta tl^U k^t 
^nmg»- it may be aUedgc4, that tfeeyjcl^ 
])p^ make ufe of all the jreibmxes iii thfiie 
pp)yer: commerce ^gkt be more geawiaUji 
p^ltivated and encouraged ; as there ist 99 
part of SwilTefland which is. far reiqpvg^ 
i^om fome of the principal rivers ^M^m$ 
yiifoi, all of which havQ a direct coii^fliiH 

pication with the iea. . > 

JPytj to be convinced that they havij aofi 
$xJwi)/l«d aU the advantages to which .the]{ 
Slight reiort ; let them look hack on mt 
^Ifnt Greece, and. the immenfe populouir 
n?Is in fo con£4ed a country ? or^ whig* 
1^ more open to their obfervation* let th«m 
^nfider the prefcpt ftate of the United 
Provinces, and the abundance thofe indufr 
tcious peiople enjoy pa a tra£t of tend, 
^^ed from an element perpetually, re* 
jc^j^mii^ it« prior occupancy. But the 
^jyU? n^ not ^ fent to jantient orforei^ 
JWSions for cjcftmplqs : they ha?e them. 
nm}»- neaixr home. Geu<?va and St. Gal* 
1^ :34;€, for their e*t§nt, exceedingly po* 
f9^9 1 ajid yet. the natural. pcpdHftJons 

«#.th^ .1aiwl# m hy flD.n\(»w lu&dfi»t ifi 
- J 5 fupport 
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wSfitdy motttitainous, aa well $si the dift 
trt€k of Vhllftn^ift, ftdt«erAelefe bbth Ad(fe 
i^eRmtiks aTeremari(ab!)r wetl |ttopled} Sfid 
tii^ derive from the neighbouriftg natkfntf,^ 
Df rtieaii* t)f th^ commerce aaid induftry', 
jffl the neccfifeties of Hfe m grat abtin- 
d^mee; Indeed Swifferlsnd is £b fjaf frons 
bdiig 6ver-ftocfced with pe<^e, that kf 
nidft of the great towns ther^ ii a nMtftiu 
feft ^ant of inhabitants. Nor is ilos de- 
popnlattoA confined to the towns aidltel 
f&t, Several parts of this country, ttiA 
more particolarPy the Pays de Vatid, ' ai^ 
eotcfiderably lefs peof^ed than they were Ift 
att'hA txatxaty } mibnnich that hati<fii 
hre fre(|uently wanting foe the cotBtitic^ 
pKsrpofes of agrictdture. ' 

' Thefe rcfleitions; feem' to prove* the ftSP 
taken policy of Swifierland, in Ibttihg onlt 
Iter troops to foreign ftates : bbt the ev9L 
is too deq[dy rooted to admit of a (fixBf 
trtui; *ln<fividuals, it b wit, lAake for* 
timds by diis kind df tnlSBc, butf the ptsAA 
Kc ft^rd; ^bme circtnnlknc^; ho^evtot** 
nayberanatkbdin its fxvOur ; as by t£3i 
pciokt tht itititiA c&ntoiir AIM; only i»k 

■ in 
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inicon&aat referve^ without: tiiie leaft* esfr- 
|ie]2ce» a body of wdi-difcqplixied forcei^ 
which they can recall at a moment's wam- 
ing ; but it becoiues^ the iotceeft; for that 
leafim^ of thofe foreign powers^ whoOi 
they fumifh with tkeie troqps/ not to fo« 
irfent any divifions among the United Stately 
ivhidi might render the prefence of their 
Iroops neceilary at home. Add to this^ 
that the privileges which the Swifs enjoy in 
Fiance^ and the very advantageous oxw 
licles, relating to commerce^ fecured to 
tbem in all their treaties^ feem to ftrength^ 
en the argument for continuing their coiv- 
veflions of this kind with that kingdcmi. 
i^«!*4Having thus ftated the principal topics^ 
which are urged by the oppofite partisans 
of this controverted queftion ; I will leave 
jou to determine on which fide the ba* 
iance prevails. 

We are now at the fmall village of Neu- 
neck> in our way to Berne : we made a 
little circuit to this place, in order to fee 
an hermitage^ that lies about a league from 
the town of Fribourg ; and which has 
been much talked of, on account of the 
.iingulanty of its conilru£tion. It is form^ 



1 



[■ us 1 

^•i ittJiicr&MxotM^ 9nd the idndFtottrii»- 
iky. «>nfifts.m lis having been thewodt of 
twomen; ttsifncb> tit is an aftoniihing pos- 
ifdianaac^, 4)u£^ in any odier refpeft^ it is 
ilianily worth yifiting. In the laft centiiiy 
an hermit icoo(>ed ont^ a hollow in thb 
t&Ek, juil.fufficient for him to lie at his 
jfttU length : but his fucceiTor defiling a 
^laore commodious manfion> hewed^ :in 
tth9 heart of the mountain^ a chapel, fevcp- 
^al apartments^ ftair«cafes» &c. Thelei^th 
of the whole is above 400 feet.* One room 
is 90 feet long> and 20 broad ; the ftoqde 
of the chapel, if it may be fo called^ is 
80 feet high, and the chimney of the 
Jkitchen 90. The hermit who perforated 
;this dwelling in the rock, was near thirty 
years at the work. What a wretched waftc 
of time and induftry ! Bat fach is th^ 
folly of fequeftered fuperftition, that, for 
want of better occupations to employ 
the mind, it frequently has recourfe to 
laborious trifles. The fituation of this 
hermitage is beautiful: the rock iir.vffaich 
it is cut, hangs over the river Sane, whidi 
meandring through two chains of hills 
covered with wood, fills up all the vall^ 

beneath. 



u 



1^1 

ftiatt; tnd^ ^fttk Mtk HvHr «| «|d MSktt 

BIS liTlCSlU* 

>«lkkli plUct tte ^cdntoh df B^me toniX 
menc^) iSttt eotmti^ is ridt; ^kt& itxMf* ^ 

fiibfime view of a range of rtidb rode^i ' 
with f6me giaders tiRn^ ift>OT<e them and'* 
dofiri^ i3>e prd^d. the fim was imr ' 
go^g down: die Variotis tints of Ifile - 
evening-^the p/arple gleamnpoh the fijikbS ' 
Todka^-^ttAd ^e raiys of the fettingxTtm ■ 
upon the ^jeciers, , which foaacd to ^loW ' 
l^oft iiifo tran^areney-i-c^ ftic& a nffld 
and beauliftd radiance ovtr th^ magmfi*- 
cettt fcene, as even ^e lundnous penc^ dl 
'tiiat Celebrated Grecian artift, who in fud 
to- have punted ** quse pinp ndn pbflunt* 
** ftilgura & fblgctra, *" wditdd irt vaift 
a8v*6 sttempted to imitate. 

iam, 6ec. 

? AfdlM^ vik Plin. H. N. Ub. 3$. «. tlK» 
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LETTER XXXII. - 

I? ROM the firft formation of the Hel- 
vetic union^ additional cantons were 
from tinw to time admitted^ until at length 
the rec€^ti<ui of Appenzel finally, clof^d. 
the confederacy. During thele intervals, 
feveral of thctfe republics, which afterwards : 
becoi^ae members of the general league, 
were only allies of fome of the particular, 
cantons ji enjoying the fame privileges^ and 
(landing in the fame relation, as the pre* 
feat allies and aflbciates of the United 
States, Among thefe, Fribourg and So- 
leure, having, upon the conclufion of the 
War with Charles the Bold, entered into . 
an alliance with Zuric, Berne, and Lu- 
cerne ; demanded to be admitted into the 
Helvetic union. This alliance was con- 
fidered by the five other combined cantons, 
as a breach of their antient treaty : ac- 
cordingly they refufed to receive them. 
The diipute grew warm; hoftilities.were 
upon the point of breaking out ; when a 
native of the canton of Underwaldai fin- 

« 

gly effected a reconciliation, and faved his 

Z country 



country from all Qxe impen<fiAg ^otrots <tf 
a civil war. .^ ' - — .■ -. 

The name of this celebrated j)etfon was 
Nicholas de Flue: he h^ fbtWcily filtefi 
the office of landjiAittan of the canton 6f 
Undcrwalden, with the highefl: advatiia^ 
to his reputation ; but fudidfenly retifii4g 
from the world, in a fit of gloomy (u'^et^ 
ftition unworthy of his virtues and cha* 
rafter, he turned hermit, and praftilfed 
all the feverities of that auftere mode dE 
Kfe, with the fkrifteft obfervance. But al^ 
fliough the flame of patriotifm was fmo* 
thered in his bread by an ill-direfted zeal 
fot miftaken duties, it was not extinguifh- 
ed ; and he no fooner heard, in the depth 
of his folitude, of thofe public animofities^ 
which threatened a fatal breach between 
the confederate cantons ; than his patriot*- 
ifm prevailed over his fuperftition, and he 
quitted his unprofitable hermitage in or- 
der to exert thofe a6live and public virtues^ 
the very loweft of which fingly outweighs 
whole years of ufelefs and unrequired mor- 
tifications. Accordingly,, this cxtraorcS- 
nary man prefented himfelf before the 

deputies afTcinbled at Stantz i 9nd fo for^ 

cibly 
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ating and perfuafive eloquence, the deftruc- 
^gf con^s^p&pces that vronfM attend their 
^iunion, that they <;hore him arbiter of 
the di^td« The^^nfcquence. was, tha^ 
by h}9 fole ix^ediatioa all differences ber 
tw€e!vthe cpi^teilding parties were amicably 
i^t]^4> and Fribpurg and Soleure were 
rcci^ived into the Helvetic confederacy* 
jLJponi this Qccafton the eight antient can« 
ton9 ^tered into a coveRanti called the 
Canvfnfion of St ant z*, by which the feveral 
articlest of union and mvitual prqteftioxx 
were permanently fixed *• 

The 

* Nicholas de Flue, after having To happily com- 
pofed the public dtfleniions, reiumed to his heritiitagey 
and there died. He is baried ac iSaxeleit, a (mail v(f« 
Ijige in the canton of UnderwaldeA } and oh ^ tdmb 
is uxfcribod the following epitaph : 

** Nicholas de Flue quitted his wife and children 
•* t9 go into the defert : he fcrved God nineteen 
"years and an half without eating any ilelh-aieat. 
" He died 1487." 

.Thifi frivolous, epitaph ftrongly marks tbf bigatt^d 
. f|^irit o^ that ag^ in \vhicb it v^as oompofed ; the nar- 
row-minded, author, totally overlooking the patriot in 
the hermit, faw nothing fo truly meritorious in the 
life of the deceafed, as 'his having fupprefled tbofe 
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The articles to which Fnbourg and So-^ 
leiirc acceded upon their adniiiDon into the 
league, together with the above-mentioned ^ 
convention, are cqnfidered, by all the belt 
hiflorians of Swiflerland, as the great bafis^ 
of the federal unioii between thefe cele- . 
brated ftates. The fubfequent reception, 
of the three other cantons. Bad, SchafF- , 
haufen, and Appenzel, made no change, 
therein ; they having fubfcribed to tHe . 
fame terms which Fribourg and Soleure 
had accepted. Not to enter, however, in- , 
to a minute detail of this particular con- 
vention ; I will endeavour to lay before 
you a fhort, but clear, view of the gene- 
ral Helvetic confederacy. 

The code of public law, if I may fo 
cxprefs it, between the combined repub- 
lics of Swiflerland, is founded upon the 
treaty of* Sempachin 1393; upon that of 

Stantzj 

fociaQ and public .energies which dignify human nature, 
iiX order to pradlife the debaflng aufterities of a fuper? 
fiitious and cloiftered religionift ! 

* I'his treaty regulates the articles of war, and was 
contrafted Uetween the eight antient cantons, in con- 
jundion with the republic of Soleure. It ordains, 
that np Swifs foldier ihall quit his janJc4 Ja timo 
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Stantz ; and upon the treaty of peace con- 
cfiided at Araw, between the proteftant and 
catholic cantons. It appears from thefe 
feveral treaties/ which inchide or enlarge 
thofe which preceded^ fhat the Helvetic 
iniion is a perpetual defenjhe alliance be- 
tween the thirteen independent contraft- 
ing powers, to proteft each other by their 
united forces againflr all foreign enemies 
whomfoeVer. Accordingly, if any mem- 
ber of the union fhould be attacked, that 
particular canton has a right to demand 
ibccours from the ♦ whole confederate bo- 
dy; 

of adion, even although he fhould be dangeibufly 
wounded : 

^^ Nous entendons auffi que fl quelqu^un "^'eftoit 
^* blefTe en quelque fa^on que ce fuft en combatant 
*' ou en affaillant, de forte qu*il feroit inutile pouf 
^ fe deSendre ; il demeurera non obftant auffi avec 
'* les autres, jufques a ce que la bataille foit ex- 
" pirfe : etpourcela ne fera eftime fuyard ctnc'I^en', 
^^ fafchera-t-on en fa perfonne ny en fob bien aucu- . 
** nement/' 

♦ The refpcftable author of the Account of Sihiffer- 
landy (the only Englifh publication of merit, c'on- 
eeming Swifierland, that I have met v^ith) has fallen 
Ihto a miftake in his defcription of the Hefvctic union j 
and his error has be«n adopted by the Abbe Mably» 

Z i ia 
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dy I and in cafe of war, tne ISveraf 'lx>rces 
to be fupplied hy each canton are precifoy 

ipecified« 



■ • » » 



in his Uroit Public it FEurppt \ by tbe tompilc ti< of 
the Eucfclopidii } and t^y feveral other wrj^ers of iify 
tin<^ion. 

After having given a defcription of the Helvetic 
linion, he concludes the relation as fUlows : - 

*^ So far are they (the thirteen cantons) (wm nak^ 
V ing one bod/ or one commonwealth, that only thf 
^* throe old cantons are diredUy allied with every one 
** of the other twelve. There is indeed fuch a con- 
^* nC(a?on eftabliflicd between them, that, in cafe any 
♦* one canton were • attacked, all the other twdir^ 
f^ would be'oblig^ to march to itf^ fuccour; bat it 
•*. would be by. virtue of the relation, that two canr 
•* tons may have to a third, and not of any direA 
** alliance fubfifting betwech every one of them. As 
** for example : of the eight old cantons, Lucerne has 
*' a right of cdling but five to its fuccour, in cafe of 
^^ attack \ but then fome of thofe five have a right of 
^/ calling others, with whom they are allied, though 
*' Lucerne be not \ fo that at lail all muft march hy 
*^ virtue of particular alliances, and not of any ge- 
•* neral one amongft them all." 

The above* cited account of the Helvetic union^ 
.would better have fuited the league of the eight can- 
tons, before the convention of Stantz ; when the con- 
federate ftates were not fo abfolutely and dire£tlj^ 
united together as they are at prefent ; and their alli^ 
ance did not perhaps totally exclude every treaty of 
the fame kind with other powers. It was only by 

the 



I Hi ] 

ftipulations to which the five latter caiJT 
tons agreed, that they do not, in every 
refpeft, enjoy equal prerogatives with the 
eight antient ones. For, the fatter rc^ 
ierved to themfelves a right, in cafe the 
queftion for declaring war again ft any fo- 
reign ftate ffaould be unanimovfly carried in 
their afiembly, to require the afllftance of 
• the other cantons, without affigning the 
motive of fuch they: refolution : ' whereas 
the former, cannot commence hojftilities 
without the confent of the confederates ; 
and if the enemy fhould be willing to en- 
ter into a negociation concerning. the mat- 
ter in dilpute, it muft be referred to thp 
arbiti;^ion of the eight antient cantona. 
It is farther ftipulated, that if a war ihauld 
break out between the laft-mentioned can- 

the articles of that celebrated convention, and the alli- 

» 

ance of the eight cantons with Fribourg and Soleure, 
that the union became abfolutely fixed and general. 
It muft be confeiTed, however, that feveral Swifs hifto- 
rians have given the fame idea of the Helvetic union 
as that above-mentioned : and that even now, Authors 
differ confidcrably upon fome important articles of thfe 
Icaguct ^ 

Z 4 tons. 
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^QOs, the olbttsxt to:ot)feryf a Arj^fJ 
neutrality* -. .. , ,i 

^ The next cffential, objeft pf the. league 
IS, to prcferve peace and good, order a^ 
mong the feveral cantons. It is therefore 
covenanted, that all public difcorda of tlup 
nature (hall be finally fettled between the 
contcncUng parties in an amicable manner : 
^nd for this purpofe particular judges and 
arbiters are exprefly appointed, and ern- 
powered to compofe^the diffenfions that 
may happen to arife. To this is addedr, 
a reciprocal guarantee of the forms of go- 
vernment eftablifhed in the refpedive com- 
monwealths : for, by the convention of Stantz 
it was agreed, in order to prevent internal 
fa6iions and revolts in any of the 'allied 
cantons, that, in cafe of rebellion, the ma- 
*giftracy of fuch canton fhould be affifted 
by. the forces of the others. Accordingly, 
the hiftory of Swifferland aifords many in- 
ftances of prote6lion and "afliftance reci- 
'iprocally given between the confederates, 
in defence and fupport of the conftitution 
\cf particular cantons. 
• No feparate engagement whatfoever, 

ft 

which any of the cantons may enter in- ' 

to. 



fo,^ ^ tan bt vaEd, - if - incdnfiff ent with' 
fundamental articles of this general liiiioni 
<>r^in othdr words, the reciprocal contrad 
tfetween the members of the league, fu- 
periedes e>rery other fpesies of public ob- 
ligation; With the foregoing exceptions, 
tlib feveral Combined ftates are diftinft from, 
and independent of, each other : they may 
<x>ntraft alliances with any power, or re- 
jeft the fame, although all the others have 
'tkceded to it * ; may grant auxiliary troops 
to foreign princes ; may prohibit the mo- 
ney of the other cantons from being cur- 
rent within their own territories ; may im- 

.< * The five cantons which agreed not to cdnclude 
any treaty without the coofent of the eighty are no- 
ceiTarily ,excjuded from this power, together with thofe 
particular cantons, which have bound themfelves by 
private treaties not to contra£i: any foreign alliance, 
without the reciprocal confent of the others.; as for 
inftance, Uri^ Schw^its, and Underwalden^ by the 
alliance at fironnen in 17x5* But this depends, Hpdiii 
particular treaties, and has no relation to the general 
union. In fa£^, every canton is reftrained by the ge- 
nera} articles ef the Helvetic union : but, conforming 
to thofe, no one republic is controukd by the nefolCI- 
tipAf of-the majority of the confederate canCoii$> in 
any other inftance whatfoever. 

pofc 
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poib taxes>j. and> in ihoit» -perfomi. ev^ 

othcaraftof abiolote ibverejgotjr^ ; ! 

The public affairs of the Ij^lvedc body 
and their ^dlies aue difcuiied and dt^ramiA^ 
ed in the ievcral 4|ets; and ihek are^ . 

I. The general diets ; or g»end aSSsokf 
blies of the thirteen cantons^ and of their 
allies* 

IL The particular diets i as thofe of thf 
^ght antient cantons ; tfao& of the pcot 
teftant cantons^ with the d^uties of th^ 
protefiants of Claris and Appen^el^ of the 
towns* of St. Gallen, fiienne^ and Mul-t 
haufesiy called the evangelical conferences t 
thofe of the Roman catholic cantons with 
the dbputies of the catholics of Claris and 
Appenzd, of die abbot of St. Calleni 
and of the republic of the Vallais, call- 
ed the gulden aUiance : as alfo feveral o« 
thers of particular cantons^ which> be-» 
fides being tnembers of the general con- 
federacy, have diftinft and feparate alli- 
ances w jth each other. 
• The ordinary meetings of the general 
dicft ire hfeld once a year, and continueiit'^ 
fihg one month ; die extraordinary ones 
are fummoned upon particular occafions. 

This 
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This diet Is pri&cipally oDtrrened to delir 
berate upon the beft meafures for the &^ 
ciirity of the Helvetic body. The canton 
of Zuric appoints the time and {^ace of 
the meeting ; and con^kes the deputies 
by a circular letter; The deputy of the 
^ laii-mentioned canton alfo prefides, unlefs 
the diet is holden in the territory of any of 
the other cantons ; in which cafe, the de- 
puty of that canton in which the aflembly 
meets, is prefident. 

This diet formedy alTemLled at Baden | 
biit fince the concluiion^ of the civil war ia 
1712, between Zuric and Berne an on$ 
iide, and Lucerne, Uri, Schweitz, Under- 

« 

walden, and Zug, on the other, (wheti 
the five latter renounced the co-regency flf 
Baden) the diets have been hofdea at Frau* 
enfield in Thurgaw. Each canton £bnda 
as many deputies as it thinks proper^ * 

It would be defcending into a tedious 
detail, and trefpafiing too much an your 
patience, were I to enter into the particu-^ 
lar conneflions which the feveral allies 
have either with the whole Helvetic body^ 
or with fome of the cantons ; and tbfi dif- 

1 ferent 
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fercnt nature of thcfe refpeAivc alliances/ 
Suffer me only to remark in general, that 
tlie allies may be divided into affociate, and 
into confederate ftates : of the former, -are- 
the abbot and t3Wn of St. Gallen, the 
towns of Bienne. and Mulhanfen : pf the 
latter, are the Grifons, and the republic of 
the Vallais ; the town and republic of Ge- 
neva; the principality of Neuchatel, and| 
the bilhop of Bafil. 

The ftates thus comprifed under the ge-i 
ncral denomination of aflbciates and con- 
federates, enjoy, by virtue of this union, a 
t9tal independence on all foreign domi- 
nion;, and partake of all the privileges 
and immunities granted to the Swifs in 
other countries. And notwithftanding fomc 
of thefe ftates are allied only with fome 
particular cantons ; yet in cafe any of theoi 
fhoiild be attacked, tbofe cantons with 
whom they are in alliance would not only * 
fupply them with fuccours, but would al* " 
fo require the joint afliftance of the other 
cantons.; fo that by thefe means, ihould 
any one member of the whole body be at- 
tacked, all the others would come to its 

defence. 
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defence/ either as guaranteed themfelveSy or 
as. jiuiipliaries x>f the Ad^ual guarantras f ; ^ 

I ami ^c. • 
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LETTER XXXin. 



,. . Beme, S«pt, 16.. . 

I Was very much ftruck, upon my en* ^ 
trance into Berne, with its iingulajr s 
npatnefs and beauty : I do not reme^pil^r 
to have feen any town (Bath alone except:* 

« 

'♦ If the reader (hould be defirous of a more diftinft 
information concerning the Helvetic league j he is re-* ^ 
fere4 to Staonyan's account of Swiflerland, publifhed « 
iu ;7 14. 1 but more particular!/ to the iirdjcle CQrfuUkl^ ^ 
vetiqufj in the DiSiionatre de la Suiffiy laft edition^ ^ 
which article, a& well as thofe of Berne, Geneva, and 
Neuchatel, are admirably well drawn up. 

it is chiefly from the Iaft*mentioned work, as aiibr \ 
frpm Watteville's Hijitire de la dnfediratian Hshih 
tiquey from Fads's Siaats und Erd^Befcbreibung 4^ 
ganzen Helvetifchen Eidgenofenchafij and from the fev^-- 
xal treaties between the cantons in Du Mont's' (Sfj^x. 
Dlphmatijue^ that 'the above general account df the 
HelTcCic union has beenextraded. The truth of thofe . 
relations have . been confirmed to the author by. fom^ 
Swifs gentlemen, wdl vcrfed in the general conftitutioa ^ 
of their country, 

ed) 
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ec^ ihc firft aippearance wl|ereo£ hsd fa 
pleafing an tfSikt. The priiic^ Arcet 24 
broad and long : the hou&a are moftly 
unifbrm, built of a greyifh ftonc upon, acr 
cades^ which are admir^ty well p^«d« 
Through the middle of tjbe ftreet nms a 
lively ftream of the cteartfl water, in ai 
cb»inel conftnifled for its reception : but 
beiides this fbream^ it abounds with foiui^ 
t^s not lefk ornamental to the place that| 
beneficial to the inhabitants. . The liTOT 
Aar flows cloie by the town^ and indeed 
almoft flirrounds it ; winding its ferpentine 
courfe over a rocky bottom much belaw 
thei level o£ the (heecu ; and f or a confider «• 
aMe way forming by its banks^ which are 
very fteep and craggy^ a kind of natural 
rampart* The cathedral church is a noble 
piece of Gotbk archite^hire; k ftaads 
upon a jpjaitfemi^ that has been railed at a 
gr<^t expence from the bed of the river ^ 
ac^d which commands as fioe a view as any 
I haiFe kcB in Swiilerkmd. . 
* The ccmntry ^ound is ricMy cidtivtted^ 
aixd agreeably diverfified with hills, lawns^ 
wpoQy and water j the river flows rapl4Iy 
below, and an abrupt chain of tngbimd 

rugged 
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nlggej^ aSp^ kppearfr at ibtnft dU¥an«%f; the 
^p9 T^hcreof areccwrcred with eternal' fnow, 
Siich' an afibihMage of beadtifiUl of>i«6b 
tvmdd in any view prefent a moft ftriking 
f^fofpeft} biit its efFeft, becomes greatiy 
Keig^rtened when ieen from the midft of a 
fiirge town. 

All the public buildings are in a moft 
noble fimpHcity of ftyle, and announce 
the riches and grandeur of the republic. 
The aiienal contains arms for fixty thou- 
fand men, betides a coniiderable quantity 
of cannon, which were caft here. The 
granary is an excellent Inftitntion, fifflilar 
to that of Zuric J but it differs from that of 
Gcneva> as the cxpence does not fall chl^y 
upon the poor: for, the bakers are n6t 
cbmpelled by government to purchafe the'rf 
cbra from the public magame. This re-^ 
fervoir, if I may be allowed the expreffibn, 
«lways contains a large provifion of that 
Cdmmodity ^ which is fi.pplied, ift eoftk^ 

. quence of particular agreements for that 
purpofe, by France, Sardinia, and HaMand; 
dnd out oiF which di6y partly farniih t5e* 

^ \itn, Neuchatel, and Bafil. The ho^l- 
tals, WMlchare lai^e, airy, and well bnll^ 

are 
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are excellently r^;ttlated, both widi re« 
{pt&. to the care and attention psud to thd. 
fick^ and to the cleanlineis of the feveral 
wards. The town is kept neat by a num- 
ber of felons, x^ho are fentenced to this 
drudgery during a certain time, according 
to the nature of their offences ; and» as ca^ 
pital condenmations are very rare, this is 
the moil ufual manner of punifhing their, 
criminals. Thefe culprits are diftinguifhed . 
by an iron collar, with a hook projedting 
over their heads. 

The library is a fmall but well-cholen 
Colle£lion, and contains fome very curious 
manufcripts : of thefe, Mr. Sinner, a man. 
of great erudition, has publifhed a very fa- 
lisfa£lory and judicious catalogue. He has 
not only iet forth their titles, and afcer- 
tained their age, but has alfo given a ge- 
neral and fuccinft account of their refpec- 
tive fubje£ls ; and from many of them has 
publifhed extra£i:s equally curious and in- 
terefting. Among thefe MSS. are fome of 
the thirteenth century, confifling of feve- 
ral fongs and romances of the Trouba- 
dours, written in that and the preceding 
ages^ which merit the attention, of thofe 
X who 
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Wh6 dft coi^VeHant in' thftt fpecieS' oi ^A^ 
tieilf piWStt^. ^ 

t have b^ftrf itttich difappdihttd in nok 
ieeing tlte great' Halfcr : his y«ry infirat 
ftafte of h^afth' would not ^ut of his re- 
t6^m§ a Vi6t from us *. I lieed not tell 
ydu ho^ ehiihetMy th&t ce^brat^ ^uth6i^ 
faa$ diffiiiguithed him&lf inevefryfpecies of 

* polite literature, indiufeveiial' branches of 
natui^l- philofopfyv Untiks certain mi^^ 
hut* philofophcrs of the preRht agft, whofif 
atheiflical atid infidel wiitingb^^'tdO wieff 
krio^h axld too* widdy dilTtfiflinated ; thi* 

^ greiCt liikn is fo uiifkfhiondtik aii to havd 
foll6wed the ftc^ps of a Locke and a New-' 
tton; and tO' have pfWed hitnfelf; both ih' 
his life' ahd Ms^ Writings^ a'ze&loiis Mend' 
itid abte advtxrate of dirittianity* Wheh' 
literature and philof^hy^ ihftead of being^ 
employed, as they too Ofteft have beefi, inT 
ftip{)ortihg fceptical tehefe 1^ artful fo-' 
phiftry, thus lend tiieir joint affiftihce ta^ 
the caiifcf of rdiigion J it is then only that 
they become an honour to the poffeflbr,- 
and a benefit to fociety . 

Learning is neither fb univerfally en-- 
couraged, nor fo {ucccfsftilly cultivated here' 

ditd thelMginningof the year~i77S. 
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as at Zuric ; the academical ihidies are al- 
moft folely dire6ted to thofe branches of 
knowledge more eflentially neceflary for 
entering into the church. The focicty 
for the prodiQliion of agriculture^ is almoft 
the only eftabliihfnent that dire6Uy tends 
to the progrefs of the arts and iciences : 
and even this meets with no great counte- 
nance from government. There is but 
little trade in the capital : (bme few ma« 
nufa^hires indeed (chiefly of linen and filk) 
have been eftablifljied ; but they are carried 
on by thofe only who have no profpeft of 
being admitted into the ^vereign council. 
For, thofe families who have any influence 
in public affairs, would hold themfelves 
degraded, were they to engage in any 
branch of commerce; and as offices of the 
ftate, except bailliages, are in general not 
^ery profitable, nor indeed numerous^ many. 
of them enter, as their fble refource, into 
forcign^ armies. Witl^ refpefl: to thofe 
among them who have fufiicient intereft to I 

be chofen into the fovereign council ; ; they 
muft have attained the full age of twenty- 
Dine before they are eligible : in the mean 
while^ as very few of theiji apply their ^\ 
minds to Uteraiy purfuits ; they ufualiy, 

froj3i 
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from mere want of employment, wafte the 
interval in an idle and diilipated courfe of 
life. Neverthelefs, there are feveral mem- 
bers of the fovereign council^wjK) ar6 juftly . 
diftinguifhed for their political abilities : 
and, being thoroughly acquainted with the. 
refpeftive interefts of the different powers 
of Europe, they know perfeftly well how 
to avail themfelves of every conjunfturc 
which may be turned to the advantage, or 
the glory, of their own republic. 

The inhabitants of Berne value them- 
. fetves much upon their politenefs to ftran-- 
. gers : and indeed it is but doing them ftri£t 
jiiftice to acknowledge, that they have (hewn 
us (with that peculiar franknefs and un-- 
afieded affability, I have fo often had'oc- 
cafion to admire in the Swifs) every civi- 
lity in their power. 

' According to the hifforians of Berne, 
this town was built by Berchtold V, duke 
of Zasringen ; and was, from its founda- 
tion, an imperial city. Upon the death 
of the duke in 12:18, the emperor Frede- 
lie II. conferred upon the inhabitants con-* 
(iderable privileges, and drew -" up alfo a 
code of legiflation, which forms ^e b^s 
of their -prefent civil laws.- The liberty' 

Aa 2 which 
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which this town, enjoyed* attrafted. great- 
numbers of inhabitants from the adjacent 
country, who found here a fure afylu;«. 
ffom the ognreflion of the ijoblcs. Froqx 
Its firft founoStiony B^rne was engaged- ia 
perpetual wars with its neighbours, and, 
for fomc time with the houfe of Ajiftria: 

I ■ ' 

nptw^tJWlanding which, thp. town conti- 
nued to ag^rapdife itfelf by d^cecft^ apd. 
cpnfiderably. to, enlarge, its. tprritoiy^, la. 

the year 1.352^ Berne acsedqd-tp the, Hel- 

• • • 

vetic qopfed^r^cy, ; an,d fa great was its 
power, eyiMi at that eaily periqd, that ifc 
obtained ti)^ fecend rapk, after Zjiric^ a^-. 
n>.ong thp. allied flutes. Sinffi the, acqjii^ 
fition qC the Pays de. Vaud, the domains, 
of this,cap.tQn form nevly tlie- third part 
of SwilTerland, and about . the. fourth of, 
its adiual population : it contains about 
three hundred and filty thoufand fpuls^ be- 
iides^about eleven thouf^d in the capitals 
By the introduftion.of the refprmation in- 
to the town in 1528, the government ac-. 
quired a large encreafe of its revenues, a^if- 
ing from the eccleiiaftical pofMlons, which, 
were vei;y , ccmfiderable. Not long aTicr^j 
that period, the whoki canton followed the, 
examfile of the capita^,, and the reformed 
; reUgioi^ 
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religion wasuniverfally eftablifhcd through- 
otft its extenfive dominicms* 

Thfe Pays <Je Vaud having been ton- 
qufered from the houfe of Savoy, as thie 
Gferman tJivifion of the canJy Bnvyas fforh 
th« ftates of the empire ; jufticfe is admi- 
Ulcered, and the taxes regulated in thoTe 
twd promccs by a ifet'of laws and fcitft6ms 
peculiar to each : for, they have reQ)ec- 
tively prelervtd the feveral diftinft ufeges 
which were in force aniong them before 
they came into the poflfeflxon of Btme. Each 
of thefe divifiohs has its treafurer and its 
chamber of ajppeal, refideht at Btme : tiie 
chambejr of appeal belonging to the Payi 
de Vaud, judges in the laft refort 5 bui 
the inhabitants of the German diftrift inay 
again appeal from theirs to the fovereigh 
counciU 

I am, 6cc» 

t 

LETTER XXXIV. 

WERE I to attempt entering into an 
exa£t difqaifition concerning the 
•gotrerament of Berne i my letter woukl not 

A a 3 only 
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only exceed it$ proper limits, but would 
hardly be contained within the extent of 
an ordinary pamphlet. I am perfuaded, 
therefore, you will readily excufe me from 
pilttti^ y6'ij^Datience to fo tedious a trial : 
but you womd^ probably think me very 
inconfiftent indeed, if, after having already, 
in the courfe of our correfpondence, de- 
fcended, too minutely perhaps, into kfs 
interefling details y I fhould totally pafs 
over in filence a government, the wifdom 
of whofe adminiftration is fo generally and 
fo juftly admired. Let me endeavour then, 
feniible as I am of my inability to treat 
the fubje£t as it deferves, to (ketch at leait 
the general outlines of this conftitution. 

The fovereign power refides in the great 

council of two hundred j which when com- 

pleat confifts of 299 members. They are 

chofen from tlie burghers of the town 5 

from whom they are confidered as deriv- 

. ing their power, and as afting by deputa-f 

tion. The authority with which they are 

invefted, is in fome refpefts the moft ab- 

folute and uncontrouled of any of the 

ariftocratical ftates of Swiflerland. TKe^ 

government of Lucerne is called, indeed,^ 

the moft ariftocratical of all the canton?; 

and 
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and it may be fo, perhaps, with refpeft 
to the fmall number of families, to which 
the adminiflration of affairs is entrufted : 
but no war can be declared, nojfcaoLeaa^ 
eluded, no alliance mada^^ taxes itn- 
pofed, without the confent of their burghers 
in a general aflembly. At Fribourg and 
Soleure the burghers are likewife convened 
upon particular occalions. Whereas the 
fovereign council of Berne (and it is a pe« 
culiarity which diilinguifhes it froip all the 
other fimilar republics in the confederate 
cantons) is reftrained by no conftitutional 
check of this kind ; as a general aflembly 
of the burghers is never convened for any 
purpofe whatfbever. 

The executive powers of government are 
delegated by the fovereign council to the 
fenate, or fmaller council chofen by them- 
felves out of their own body : the former 
affembles ordinarily three times a week, 
and extraordinarily upon particular occa- 
lions ; the latter every day, Sundays ex- 
cepted. 

The fenate, comprifing the two advoy- 

rs, or chiefs of the republic, is compofed 

of twenty-feven members : and from this 

^le£t body are taken the principal magif-* 

A a 4 trates 
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trates of the coQiinonweaJth, When a va^ 
cancy happens in this fenate^ the mode of 
election 19 as follows ;-^Twenty-fiK ballsj^ 
tlugfij2$''^H^ch are golden, are put into 
a box, and arHa^by the feveral members ; 
thofe who draw the thre^ golden ones, 
nominate three ek£tors out of their body. 
In the fame manner of balloting, feven 
members are chofen from the great coun-* 
cU, who alfo nominate feven ele<5lors out 
of their own body, Thefe ten eleflors 
fix upon a certain number of candidates^ 
not exceeding t^n, nor lefs than fix ; and 
thofe among thefe candidates, who have 
the feweft votes in the fovcrcign council,^ 
retire, till their number is reduced to four ; 
then four balls, two goldeii and two filver, 
are drawn by the four remaining candi- 
dates ; the two who draw the former are 
put in nomination, and he who has the 
greateft number qf fi^firages in the fove- 
reign council, is chofen. But in order to 
be eligible, tlie candidate m\ift have been 
a member of the great council ten y^ars,^ 
ai^d rtiuft be married. 

The fovere jgn council is generally filled 
wp every ten years ; as within that period 
ftef e \9 Vlfyally a 4efi(;iency of eighty mem-e 
' . b^rs 
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bars to jcomplelie the wholenumber of two 
h]m(!U«d and oinstj-alne : and tbis coun^p 
dl determines the time of ^deftion^ by 
vote. That point bdbg fetttey ^i > d >«s t^ 
yojer nominatacs two o^'lrae new man* 
))ers s e^ch fcif^nkr^ and each member of 
the fenate, one apiece : two or three other 
officers of ftate have Ukewife the hxoc pri- 
vilege. There is alio a certain number of 
peribns who clajm, by virtue of their off' 
ficesy a right of b^g elefbd : and thdr 
claim is generally admitted. Thefe feve« 
ral nominations and pretenfions, commonly 
amount, in the whole^ to about fifty of 
the new members : the remaining vacan« 
cies are filled up by die fufirages of the. 
ienate, fjid the feizeniers. 

The Seizeniers are fixteen members of 
the great council drawn yearly from the 
abbayes or tribe? j two from each of the 
four great ones^ and one from each of the 
remainii^i; eight The candidates are ge-* 
ner^ly ♦ taken from thofe who have ex- 

ercifed 

^ Xbj ginmaUf^ becsuife it U pot abfolutdy fisBod, 
that all the feizenicrs muft have been bailiffs : for if 
it happen, that in one tribe thereare two perfoiis, one 
of whom has been a baili^^ and the other \% » siembef 

of 
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erdfed the office of bailiffs ; and they are 
eied:ed, not by a plurality of voices, bat 
by lot. Every year during^ three days at 

ler en^loynients in theilate 
are fuppofed t^^afe; except thofe of the 
bannerets and tht fdze nders, who, during 
this fufpenfion, arerinvefted with a power 
iimilarto that of the Roman cenfors ; and 
in cafe of mal^adminiftration may de« 
prive any member of the great council, or 
of the fenate, of his feat :: but it is a 
power which they never cxercife. Howe- 
ver, fhould they think proper to exert it, 
their fentencc muft be confirmed by the 
fovereign counciL . : 

The principal.magiftratcs are, two ad-» 
voyers, the two treafurers, and the four 
bannerets : they ait each of them chofen 
by a majority of voices in the fovere^ 
council, and are yearly confirmed in their 
refpediivc offices.. . The advoyers hold thdt 
poft for life j' the treafurers, fix years; and 

t ^ ^ ' * A 

a 

of the great council ; they draw lots for the charge. 
And fhould a member of the great council be the only 
one of Kis tribe, he becomes feizenier of courfe, pro- 
vided he be eligible* In order to be feizenier, the 
candidate muft be married, and have neither his father 
•r brother in the fenate* . . ^ 

tho 
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the l)ahneret89 four. At Eafter the advoy- 
er in office delivers up his Authority^ in full 
council^ to his colleague. The reigning 
advoyer^ as he is called, has.4^tf'^s;:4Md^ 
feat affigned to him ini^l^"council-cham* 
ber» fomewhat elevated, under a canopy : 
the ieal of the republic lies upon the table 
before him. . He nev<^ delivers his opinion 
except it is demanded ; and he has no 
vote unlefs the numbers are equal; and 
in that cafe» he has the cafting vdce. The 
advoyer out of office, is the firft fena<» 
tor in rank, and prefident of the fecret 
council. 

The two treafurers, one for the German 
diftrid):, and the other for the Pays de Vaudj 
form, in conjun£tion with the four banne* 
rets, an oeconomical chamber, or council of 
finances : this council eitamines and palTes 
the accounts of the bailiffs, and receives 
the revenues of all others, that are ac- 
countable to govemment. The four ban- 
nerets, together with the advoyer out of 
office, as alfo the fenior treafurer, and two 
members of the fenate, compofe a com- 
. mittee or fecret council ; in which all ftate 
affairs, that require greater fccrccy than 
is likely to be obferved in fo numerous a 

body 
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and they lioire dw power of defaenninii^ 
imon potnltt of yery cbniiderabk 



MMTt 




i have onlydifiuibed (and is conci&ly 
as I was aUe, cokififtmtly with ^ving 
jon a geoerai kka of thexr nature) thde 
eight mapftracks^ as being tiie chief offices 
of die jdate^ and exercifibd by members of 
die fenate. But notwithftanding that the 
general £orm of this conftitution, is eatireij 
ariftocraticai ; and though the fenate pof- 
fefles a very confiderable influence ; yet it 
does not enjoy that almoft excluiive au^ 
thority^ which is obfervable in the govern-* 
ments of Lucerne, Fribourg, and Soleure« 
For> by feverai wife and well-obferved re^ 
gulations, the fovereign council, although 
it delegates the mod: important concerns 
of government to the fenate, yet aiTembles, 
at dated times, and fuperintenda the admi* 
nsftration of public af&irs. In ihort, the 
ibverdgn comicil of Berne conftantly con- 
venes and exercifes its authority, indq)en*» 
dent of the fenate^ 

. The adminiftration is rarried on, through'*^ 
out the feverai departments of governmentir 
^th a wonderful precifion a and every or^ 

dinance 
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dia^uiuqe is CRccutmi wUiira^ much di^otch' 
a^ ini ai mo^vHTcbkal, ftate. The acifteeratir 
cal form » foeqiji/eatly^ c£ aU n^ddes of ga«i 
vmimen^ thei moft. o|>pircfli\>4<E^H|^^^ 
pie i asy, infteadr p£ poft.HiZgipoty thsy iMr#, 
liaU^ tp Aij^ tinder thert^s^Q^ of pxsiQji^, 
But thif otg^ionu \idU not h^i]^ Mytith ip*' 
fpe^'tD^ Berne« odr m;^ ot^ o^ ^f ari(bo» 
CFatical flatea of S^flbrlmvl-: t^ey acQa 
each of them, adminkifteffsd. wil;h..gfeat wi(^ 
don and' mdderatipni;, ap4 ^i^PSfyf^^^ 
rulers- are particuJarl]^ q^^tiimxB;- 9^ to>ei&^ 
croadi. up«ia.ths>,iyiyihg^^ <^^ the fabfs^, 

l^he ca^tDA! oj^ B^m/e. ic^ divid/^ , ift^^ ar 
ceit^^numbfflf'o^ dj^^ <^led bailUr* 
a^j ovfiF)WhicbH h^^$i^^ f^oti^fram* 
th<B^ • fe ver«i|p! coynciJi^ an^ti .ae . tbe^ see, 
thp 190)%: ]{f«$tM>le',p|ofta und^n tii&igpy^im^. 
inen^. they: arp't^;®pat o|ij«ae^ o^ gp«»^ 
red . ptMifuit. Forn^erly. ^e.- b^tifsr wera- 
eled«4r by th^ nH^Pl^t}^^ pf^ yo^. iathjc; 
Gounc});, but a^tbvi mf t^0(^ reo^^ed^tha 
members^ entwr^fy-, (I9fiep4ei^< ^^Ifi^n .tho% 

whieh flJiHc^. thfe.iiyxif of : eie£]tio9i vnit 
they are ^now- chpim b;|f lotv No.'aoiapeli^ 
lee k9ff»f9r ca3k hoi r^cefvodas a caiididateii 

in 
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in oppofition to one who has been lohfftr 
a member of the- fovereign council than 
himfelf : for inftance, he who was admit- 

^1766, cannot (land againft 
one who was clwjfen in 1756. None but 
married men are capable of being ele^ed 
into this office^ nor can any perfbn be cho<> 
&n more than once for the principal b^I*- 
liages; thofe of a lefs valuable kind may 
be poflefied three times. 

The feveral bailiffs are reprefentatives 
of the fovereign power in their refpedtivc 
diftri£ts. Accordingly, they put in- force 
^eedids of government ; collect the public 
revenues; a6t as juftices of the peace ; ana 
are judges in civil and criminal caufes, ex* 
cept where there is any local juriidi^tion. 
However, in civil cauies^ beyond a certain 
value, an appeal lies to the courts of Berne :' 
and in criminal ones, the procefs, after it 
is made out in the bailiff's court, under- 
goes a revifion in the fenate, who refer it 
to the criminal chamber; and having re- 
ceived the report, pais fentence finaHy; 
^<ilefs in capital cafes, when their fentence 
muft be confirmed by the fovereign council. 
The bailifF delivers in his accounts to the 
economical cliamber^ • to^ which court ah 

appeal 
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appeal lies, in cafe of exa^on; eithet 6n 
the part of the bailiff^ or of his officers : 
and with refpeA to thofe mifdemeanors 
that are puniihable by fine» ^^^^^ yeM^^ 
the bailiff is entitled to.^fliare ; the quaa« 
turn of the refpeflive penalties is fettled by 
the legiflature^ with the moft icrupuloui$ 
exafinefs^t and not. left to the arbitrary de- 
ciiion of an interefted judge. 
. From all theie confiderations it ihoul^ 
feem» that every poffible , precaution has 
been, taken by government to prevent) the 
extortions of the bailiffs : but inftances 
have not been wanting to prove, that thefe 
jhftws and regulations, wife and ftri6l as they 
are, may be eluded. Indeed there appears 
to be one circumf):ance, : which mufl ren? 
d^ appeals for redrefs againH: the exa^ions 
of the bailiffs (unlefs of the moft notori* 
OU8 and flagrant kind) not always fure of 
being heard with impartiality ; the council 
of two hundred, before whom thefe ap- 
jpeals are finally brought, confiding oi 
members, who either have been^ who are,^ 
or who expe6t to be, bailiffs : and thus, 
^^thc ju(}ges are. in fomeineafure interefted^ 
to fcreen the offenders « It muft be ac«, 
luiowledgedf that this is one of the great- 



vemsfeBt oiBm^i iias boeit Aiwak a]M|;y ;.; 

Aat' where; ktefehrfye bcert g ^i ty:»j^:ofi!t :^ 
l^y^iensi freqtt^yb exaiiiple& eecuf^ of tbdr. . :1 
being^im^ardiiSy and Ifewd-ely- ^unxflMd. • r.r'.-i 
The j^x)6ts of th^ office akiieftom'-* .Ti> 
certain portion of tiie ^^6]it*ta3tel attd ■;* 
dutiei^ paid-«o gov^littient iurthe refjpe^iv^' > 
baiUiflges^ Ini the (^ettnandivifioal of life . . . 
€aAk»i tbe' bailiff is enidtled, upcmtthe . 
dbath of eyerjr peafatit^ to a certain dtter-^ 
minafee part of tht inheiitancfry hbfihgft, 
it iff true; ti very inco»fiderabld; ilevei^t^ 
lefs>. in ibaie'iituati<»» it ibay prove, a 
very ctiftrefiiiig arid opprefllvetax iipon-llie 
ftimiiy. However, this^ i« Ac- cttiljr* in«. 
fhmte I have met with; where the peafaiittr 
are 42abk to^aoy iibpofitbti; whith cah 
juftly*be:dfiemed giicvons* 

SumpbiakT'faiws arc in force throughic«t^ 
this'caxito&;' and the wearing of goidr 
fflver, lace, -fitx. and even of filk, is ex-- 
prefsly prohibited; ThR^'cbamktof'r^rm^ 
however, has-fbrniditncccffiufy, uporlfome 
cccaiions, to'cdax thr^igotn' of th'efe lawir. 
Indeed, tjie vaft*jRiide$; which' kkktiry hsisr 

♦ -*9 ..* ". made 
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nade widun tiUii^ century, is'very petveiv^ 
aMe throughoTxt Swiflferland : and there is 
no pface where itd progre& has been mc^ti 
T9fid than at Berne. The atteiitica o^ 
goverikriient hss not been riranting to re- 
ftnun it $ as appears by the kws that have 
i%peatedly bedn ena£bed (ot that purpofe : 
an attention^ however, which in many in- 
fbmces has not proved altogether as fuc- 
cefifolv as it was well dire3:ed ; notwith- 
fiftnding the fbverefgn council has given 
the ftverd fines incurred by thofe per« 
Ions who: tranigrefs thefe ordinances, to 
the members oiF the chamber ^ reform^ 
In one refpef^, however, their laudable 
endeavours have been more effedbial« 
Not long ago the ipirit of gaming had 
arifen in Berne to fUch an extravagant 
height, as to have overwhelnled feverat 
families in total ruin. Upon this occa- 
fion the (bvereign council iaterpofed its 
authority, by very, falutary regulations : 
and, in order to enforce the obfervan<;e of 
them the more ftrialy, every menib«r of 
that council is obfiged to take an oath, by 
which hefwears that he wUl inform againft 
any tranigreflbr that comes widiki Ms ob** 
fervadout Bf this law alt ptiMc gwica 

Bb Sl 



«aF iMuwrd are cxpcQ% iB»labitft}'j! Jwl 
iff otlier Hind of gained, the f>ftiti«:«fejr4- 
ftrained from playing fb(F m^e tWii]b .4[ *f:c^ 
tain film particularly, fpecified. .7 

. AkhougK th^re are :i^ llgfi^iia^g »9ues 
in Swifferland, yet in maj>y of the cmtim^ 
%nd particularly in thi$, the vaiU&a jfiu^ 

• 

wcU regulated^ that government coukt, ^ 
iftmble a very confiderabl^ body of tvqRr^t 
a mQpient's wamipg. To this endj. eve^ 
rgvale towards the age of fixteen is eficeU«l 
in the. militia ; and about a third of tl|e 
lyhole miniber are forpied into particulai 
rfgimepts,. compofed of fufileers and ele$)« 
^n^riesj th^ former confifting of bfiK^i^ 
V^rs, and the latter of married n^n. ^Eveiy 
pf^ffon thus enrolled, is obliged to provi^ 
l^felf J at his own expence, with an uni- 
iprni) a )»u(ket, and a certain quantity ^f 
p^^der.aQd ball : and no peafant is aUc^/|f^ 
ed to marry, unlefs he produpes his vmr 
form and his arm^. Every y^ar a certain 
il9!|ibe^ of officers^ vrho are called I^aiwl ' 
:M^}^^j are deputed by the coui«cil Qf.vfSff, 
^<^^gt^9^t the canton^ tp inlped: t;he,^>»|s 
«^$het:fQ.ldieEs,;,tq complete ^e re^njente; 
:;Sffl?^ $0 cxff «fe the^mili^ : %}^ upQp, ^dr 
return^ they make thek. j^^pprt t^ ;th«t 
ioi . " . J u council. 



^ttftirtcte 'BiSfittfes thk^ aftinoal review; die 
n^gfftteritfr &t octafit>nAHy exercifed by paiw 
"tfenfei* vetefraa fotdlett, appointed for that 
purpofe. 

-^- Slides the arms which are kept in the 
.afftihal of Berne, there is alfo a certain 
M^uantky in the arfenal of each baUliage, 
-fefikjknt foi* the militia of that diftrift- 
^and'likewifi^ a fum of money amounting 
yvo'thtte months pay, which is approp- 
riated to the eIe6tionaries in cafe of^^al 
fefvke. The dragoons are chofen ifVoth 
ftht fabftantial farmers; as each perfbh 
i« obliged to provide his own horfc and 
•^cotitrements. In time of peace, the ad- 
vvoyer out of office, is prefident of the 
council of war ; and a member 6f -that 
council is commander of the militia of -the 
'Pays de Vaud ; but in time of war a g^ 
floral in chief is nominated, who comf- 
mands all the forces of the republic. 

A certain number of regiments beitt^ 

thus always in readxnefs, fignals are fi5^ed 

on the higheft part of each bailliage, f6r 

'the^embling df the militia at a particular 

eplac« ^^(Mnt6d for that purpofe Irt iaeh 

-4iiltidt» J' aAd there they receive -ordbl^ 

'#hcr«toJai)ii^6h. - - ::;.j- i 

'- ''^ ^ Bh z Swelled 



^9M&M as my tkhitr - ^ka^' is- '#^ w^ 

im9i,odcxat9 Sxt, atnd mack iw»«- h &S^ 

I'int^Aded^ y^ .( caDAot ' fi»betf ity^ 

yoiir patknce a iktle t6i^^; juft 'to tuak^ 

tion m iaS&tuftaan^ whidi ftclkts Aeda 

weUfcV its fingmlarity zf for* its atifit^: 

][ mean vf\att is tailed fihe exttriorjfafi, -ft 

is a nK>del in minidituie (if ( may 9B ex^ 

]^?efi myfelfy of tiie Sovereign councH^ iHA 

rdembles, its prototype in every cijxiim- 

ftance* This exterior date b ccnapbled 

of* thofe btti^hers, who hate not attaint 

die age reqa%te for entedng into' ihs- 

<;oiincil of two himdred : the^ ' tflbadAe 

frequently, ai^ go through allthfli rtgi^ 

fohni of government. They have llriair 

great coundl, their fenate, thdr tua^iA' 

voyerb, r^nt and- non-regent, tiieittrea- 

fiirers, their ' bannerets, thor fiozmkii^ s 

in ifaort, ev^ty magiftrate and oflkt^ ^ 

ftate which belong to the cbnfBtutkm i all 

of whom are chofhi in the ufual tnaiJlner, 

and with the accuftomed ceremonies^ The 

poft of advoyer in this mimic community 

is iblicited with great afliduity^ and fome- 

times obtained at a confiderable expence ; 

as the fuccefsful candidate is fore of be- 

ins admitted into the great council of twa 

'- hundred. 
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l)Q|i4ped, :wit]iom any lartlier lecoomefid'' 
sit^, Thi&hodjfoBsSesti cev^n nqmber 
of b;4UiagKfi^W^ch ocmfift of ievecoL ruin-> 
ei;.CiiJkkifi 4t^rfed over the canton : it has 
0a . its . twimiffa. trefdin^ and its Sebtsl 
Ii^.tlus l^ter articte, however, it. by,, no 
Upeai^ ce^i^Ues the aidaal gcnrenunetit of 
Berot I wi^i^h is not only free from debts> 
iMjKt ffilShSkd of a very coaiiidei;atde fond in 
iffibrve. 

This jremarkahle ixiftitutios^ may. b^ 

.^^^onlidettd as a political ienunaiy for the 

<yQQth of Berne* It renders theta ae-' 

^ft^inted with the coaftitutlon of their 

cpmitry i iand» as in their frequent afieni* 

b)jp8 th^ ieveral members debate upon ^1 

.kin4$ pf political fubje£ls, it affords them 

. 99 opp<Mtuni^ of exercifing and improv* 

iog their talents ; and by that means of 

becoming more capable of fervihg the 

pul^Uc^ whenever they may be. admitted to 

a O^aie ifk the i^inijftiation of govern-- 

. ii)ent« . ♦. . 

lam,^. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

-' , * » . J 

Laagmauy Stpt- IS*- M 

YOU have heard^ perhaps, of Mkhd 
Schuppach^ the famous S wife do^^ r 
of whbfe iagacity in difcoveiing the feat- 
of 4]£>rders^ and applying fuitabfe ramo*' 
dies to them, many wonderfujf fkxries ard i 
recounted by travellers, and which geoe^' 
rajly, I fuppofe, have encreafed in the 
marvellous, lie Virgil's Progrefe of Fame/, 
in. proportion as they receded from the 
feene of aftion. I am now lodged in the 
houie of this celebrated iEfculapius : it is 
fituated above the village of Langenau/ 
on the fide of a deep mountain i and fn>m 
that circumftance he is generally known 
by the appellation of the pb^fician of the 

Upon our arrival here we fouQ4 the; 
dpfiior in his apartment, fuirounded by a 
number of peafants, who were cotifulting 
him upon their refpe^ve complaints i each 
having brought with him a finaU bottle,.-, 
containing fome of his water : for, it is b]^ 
iofpef^ing the urii^e that this medical f^ 
pretends to judge of the ftate of the pftn 
i . : tient. 
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ticnt. His figure is extremely corpulent ; 
he has a pen^mting eye ; and ontf of the 
beft-humoured countenances I ever faw. 
He ifet^ Mnifelf oppofite to the perfon who 
oonfults hiniy one momeiit examining th^ 
water, and the next the patient ; and con- 
tinues regarding alternately the one 'and' 
the otfier for fome time, always whirling' 
during the intervals. He then opens the^ 
ftace of the caie, acquaints the cohfultaht' 
with the tiature of his complaints, and has^ 
oftett the good fortune to hit upon the 
true caufe. In a word, his knack^of dif^' 
covering diforders by lirine, has 'gained' 
iuch implicit faith in his fldll, that oiie' 
naght as well doubt of the Pope's infalH-- ^ 
bility before a zealous catholic, as of the- 
d6£l;or*s in the prelence of his patients. - 
He has certainly performed feveral -great 
cures ; ' and the rumour of them hath^ 
brought him patients- from aU quarters 
of Europe. There are « this time 4j^ 
his houfe, and in the village^ feveial feli-"» 
gllfh atidTfeiich people, together wtfti' 
many Swi6| who' are come hither folf hifg^' 
a4^ct; 



# • 



Thei dbd»r Vf^ formerly, it fceftos*;^ 
village ifoitg^eoA, htir' a fli^t . tin^r& -at: 

B b 4 anatomy* 
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ds a p^iiciao. has AQw.^b^ft leftaWHhnd 
4){n& years. |le i^ ^ W. baite bat HDib 
flq[|^aamtaiic6 -witk t^o tkAorpof piQpicix 
tb« greatdi p{ut pf M« knoMrkyigr' boo^ 
denied f rc^n lw3 «xteiil}ve ffta&i^ : iM» 
withftandiipg ^.n^yer ^» a quwKr <^ t 
ipile from His owif hoiii^ i far he wcrM 
]:^9t tal^ the tro^bt^ of gpiag (» 
^en to. attend the l^i^g of Fiwice.' 

J^t is mo^ tl^an prn^ahloi thflk. nvxh 
QJF this ^x^aoart^ary oian'$ luoceis in JiiB 
{^^£^y i$. owi^g to the grriit £fiith of 
}^.p{^iepts,. to the^ honefit ibay rixmf 
f jToqi cl^afige of (lifn^te^ ^ thf £Miii>nDM» 
air of this mountain* and to ^Q am«tfe« 
n^cnti ariTuas fi»m. th^t conitotf ihodef-* 
Tkuj. of di^roit CQmpwy which aflflmU^. 
i^; ^s place» in order to appljy to .hint 
^^ afiilknce. Qiit whatQtrer nuqi havb 
])^ tjbe caufej; of hi^ .«plehrtty» it hat 

^(^ .t9 .hi^i, ^s aU oficwmf: jifim laa^ 

jTc^h^ ..i^ by hi}!)^> HftH^/fiCctainJy 
i|Q^]I } exceUf^t. •qvfaiiMS:::;.Ji«maiis Tfiad 
c^a^t^jik to the higheft d^gr$B i hsinat 

fW#|t, W^, with ra«4i(Wfiror i0ia^::rM 

.ni:in-...0 generally 



!aBf'hi£iii»i 9M he 4hnp appropnttses 
ia:0tttttufaptfnidn€ifhis^ gains to the poor 
aoiftliispftiiftt, His wife; as alibllfs graad« 
xbiiOiBiiteiV' vfho five- with hUn, «it dUtflcid 
ij^wtlie ptaliuit wcmieii of tiie country) 
anit h£ has fhcwn his good fenfe in ^Ti&g 
tb^- latter no better than a pkun <daca* 
Jtko t the ddeft he beftowed in mam^» 
wiien fbe m^ but iSfteen* up<m one of hii 
affi(lants> andgavewith her 1,300!: j no 
ixiconfid^rabls portion for this' cotaiitiy. 
fie procured a match faxhtrfo early; he 
fttd« to prevent herbeinf i^oiled by the 
yonag gentlemen telling her (he was pretty, 
aad ini^^inng her With the amlntion of 
marr^g above her rank. 
• X If domeftic harmony, and the mdft ptf ^' 
ftSi fimplicity -of manners,; have aniy pre> 
tenfions to pleafe* yon would be highly 
dchghted with this rural family. The 
wife is a. notaUe, adiive woman, ancf i^ot 
eeiy ftiperintendS all ^ houfliold adffiiui 
with, tcmaxkkbk cleven^fs^ but even per-^ 
&ians.greafc paft of thobufaefo with he^ 
man ^ iatoA^i .ihe dfiiH;! her* hufband like- 
wift in atating tip his medieineary ^inA as 
he taBc^HP ctiMr IflHigui^lhia iketefs^ 
/iip.vi'T- German, 



Odnn&ni ike icrres occafenalljr^ as hb hn^ 
terpreter. And, as a proof of iiifl confix 
dence in her admixnftration'^f fais afikiiB^^ 
fhe z&s aUb as his treafurer; and r^ceiivesr' 
ail his fees; which, in the dourfe of ftt 
year/ amount to a confideraUe fum: ftu^i 
al^ongh he never demands more than^' 
the price of his medicines, yet no genitle^^ 
man coniults him without giving him aal. 
additional gratuity. Many prefents have: 
like wifir been made to herfelf, from per^' ; 
fons^ wiK> have reaped benefit by her hu€* : 
band's prefcriptions : ieveral of theft con^' 
iifti of valuable trinkets, with which oti!( 
days of ceremony Hie decks herfelf forth ; 
t» die beft advantage, in the fimple dids. 
of the country, ^ ' . 

The fEimily fit down to table regularly 
at't^relve o'clock; there are always fomeir. 
ftiltmgers of the party, confining not only ' 
of iS certain number of perfons- who are • 
under the do£fcor's care, but of travellers* 
like our£^lves, who are led luther by men: 
tiwB • of mere curiofity. When the wca-^ 
thbr is fine, and their guefts mome nunie^ ! 
rom than ufiial, dinner iS'ibtved.out..o€^* 
doors in ran open fhed, that lodes lupon- 

one-ikle'.of the^Qiaqptain' atel .the^a^^ti 
. '' ''^ cent 



cent country, 'with a)d]ftant tkw ^of iSsA 
glaciers beyond the lake of Thun. Yefter-^ 
day^me peafants, whdnr the. dof^or had 
invito, formed part of our company ; af^ 
ter dinner, he gave fbme money to thofb 
that fate near him, and onlered one of his 

ft 

grand-daughters to diftribute his bounty 
to the others. The benevolence of the 
old mail, his gaiety and good-humoUft 
the chearfulnefs of his family, the grati- 
tude of the poor peafants, the beauty o^ 
the profpe6t:, and the fiinenefs of the wea- 
ther, formed all together the moft agrees 
able and delightful fcenes I ever beheld; 
and I do not remember in my whole life 
to have partaken of any mieal with a mctfc 
fenfible and heart-felt fatisfa6)ion. 

This fingular man is very often dm- 
ployed in giving his advice from eight in 
the morning till fix in the evening, with 
no other intermiflion than during the time 
he is at table. His drugs are of the bdft 
kind; for he collets the fimples, ' as weir< 
as diflills them, himfelf. His houle, like 
thofe of the peafants, is conftrufled of 
wood '} and, though always full of people, 
is remarkably neat and clean. In ih0rt> 

everf thing. ;about hha has the appear^' 

ance 
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«K»oC<i» ifittifiag fifI^ic^y of fbon^T; 

; I bad almofl: fotg^ittea to teQ yoo^ Jio^ 

{djiucdl^ t bave reafiw to be b^^jfri^n 
^ficd with bis prdcriptkm:: . for^ b» t^ 
IB/e I was in fiich good bealdi^ tbat tbe 
OpJ^. advice be bad to ^ve me, was. ''.ix^ 
'^!^t and drink weU> to dance^ be men^ 
'^.aod l^ice moderate exerdie/' , ^ 

- lit is now Laoigaiau fair, and the vilr 
1^ ^ arowded with the nrighhonriijg 
p^)£mts. Gieat nmnbers of tbe men 
bave long beards, and many of tbem cor 
vcr tiiifir beads witb a woman's ffanaw bat, 
extremely broad, wbich gives tbem a very 
giulefi|iie appearance : tbeir dre(s is cbiefly 
a coarie brown clotb jacket witbout (leeves^ 
witb laige puffed breecbes of ticldng. Tbe 
iNfOtaea wear tbeir bair plaited bebind in 
trciibs, widi tbt riband banging down be- 
iBW'^tbe waift; a flat plain Ibaw bat, 
o»faidi is vary beoimng ; a red or brawn 
]((A(ith jacket wtthoot fleeves^ a black or 
Uue petticoat bordered witb xed and 
icanely reaching below thfekneea; rpd. 
^ockmgs with black clocks^ 4Bid no hieris 
tbtheic ibocs: Mieir fliifb &fl)ened dofe 
^ 10 rolmd 
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fod Qrn^m^HU i the better fbct b«re eh^tittfl 
^%ii4(ir :bei|^^n the ft^ufliief s^ b«oi}^ 
M^Jind iinder ead) «^ia^ and fi3ftcmdrl)et% 
iM^thktly Wbm, tiio ends bam^gds^ 

4{^ ibtntsr lllv«r omammtt. :; 

'•^■"'% aiti' £»• ch«nQ^ vilh A© fituation <^ 
ti^l viila^ diff ehfivafvimfi and fiatgtdn^ 
ijfy'of Aif »uftic ^)d agre(abl» feMyi 
asfl the uncommon chw^jsi&er o^ th^ Itiir* 
in^tie do£l6r, that I cooH ^i^ pieai^ce 
^htinue here fbme days more : htft:!' aal 
^reCed'iTor time, and have a loojg }<mro^ 
Ijdfoit me. ' '' 

'■''-'■■ ■ ' ' Iam,.«b6i^-' 

^3." •"■-■. ■ .. ■■.:;•:*. "^ 
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ITOQH leiBiK of «)7/ fjirndst 4t?^£iaoh 
: genau;, ia qrder to. nnrocejod ta;Avtg{> 
/ nan ; vhere I am ;gois|^ to. pay a i{£iti«Q 
the Ji6^ de ^gde, author. QCvthiUntiicBi/6|; 
'wemoius of, the life oC ?elSiasch« ; Aitck 
^ipe^Mdite and. knowing old gratTertanbiTaC 
^fioldsjin^ ^one oC^ the m$a»1^tf fif thcur;.*<£i^ 
tiivm^neduhcU, with, .irhoflm. X hsdbte 
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good fbrtime to fall iiito acqnaint^ee 
during my ftay at the doftor's, offeitid 
iae ^ pkce in his carriage to Berne : aiid^ 
M-my principal objeft in travelling i* io 
acquire all the ufeftrl intelligence I can'^iy 
any means obtain ; I very gladly embraced 
this opportunity of leading my wordi(y siiid 
well-informed companion into a conVef- 
(ktion/ not only concerning the govem- 
m^t ci Soleure in particular, but in re- 
lation alfo to iSwiHeriand in general.* I 
found him exceedingly well-difpofed to give 
me all poffible fatisfaftion, in anfwer to 
the feveral queftions he very obligingly al- 
lowed me to propofe to him. 

In the afternoon I faw a moft curious 
coUeftion in natural hiftory, belonging to * 
Mr. Springling of Berne : it confided of 
about 200 ipecimens, in fine prefervation, 
of terds both local and migratory, that, 
are found in Swifferland. Amongft other^^ 
I oWerved the common eagle, the golden 
Vulture, the emberiza nivalis of Linnaeus* 
and the foow hen, whofe feathers in win- 
ter are perfeftlj white, and in fummer 
jotted. 

" The next day I repaffed through Mq- 
fat aftd Avenches, and flept at Payeme, a 

- town 
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^tawix. uv tjit qantpH pf Berijej ?v^ch en- 
joys confvderable piivilegeis., ^ Upon tfeic 
jb^dge ovQir tl^e Broye^ is aa antient Ro« 
;p[ian infcriptioii: as I wa^ endeavouriag 
to decypher it> a plam^loolung m^ ^8fi« 
coded me in a. very folemn tone, of voice, 
and iaid, he had often tried to make oDt 
the infcription ; and though he could reatd 
very well^ and had a fmattering in jU^ti)l» 
he could never make any thing of ft. 
*' For/' added he, ** what can be the 
meaning of N and I and O, and aU thofe 
great letters, which feem to. have no. ccn- 
neftion with each other ? Give me a p^ 
of plain Latin, and I know what I am 
about J I will tranflate it to you from the 
beginning to the end; but for,theie N9, 
Is and Os ; take my word for it, notwil^- 
{landing all your pains, you will.ney^ 
be a jot the wifer." However, gs I ^ 
not feem difpofed to follow his advia^ 
but continued decyphering the infci^jptiGii 
(which was by, no means a difficultit^tfl^ 
he appeared aftonifhed at my obfl^iA^^ 
and left me, with an apparent air q{ pi^ 
to my hopelefs fortune. _ i; 

Moudon is an handfome town, th$^|3^n« 
cipal burgh of a baiUiage of the {^f^fig^f^ 
' .15 and 
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ottaC rVft 06 IrWidy wittch Bdongod to 
the IMot of Simiy. It wtt aMb dhe or* 
Alutfy ^efidbnce or bis d^ef bi^Hf, md 
tlK p&ite w^eie tke i^emUy of the fbfes 
were arcc^Mied to meet: at preftnt k 
OMt^ans noAiag remarkabfe. The baifiiF 
wjfpouiMoiSt hf' the ioyerrign councii of 
Bfeame, lefides in the caftle of Lncens, 
bnik upon the ftmmit of a mountain, m 
a- fitaation exceedingly piAiueique. This 
ca^ femerty belonged to the bifliops oi 
Laafiume^ »id' was one of their hiroanst 
ftatt before the refomaticMi was introduced 
iaft) theft parte. 

At LaufaHne I had propc^d to crofi 
ibt JjAe elf Ceneva to MdSleiie ; intend* 
]^ tb go in qneA of that lonlantic'fpot 
ifeftribcd by St: Pnmx in Ronffian's Bbiie, 
$mA wbkh a coontryman of oars afinred 
mr he had diftovered: froat thence I 
Adant tb coaA atong. the (bnthera fide, 
of die hJke, and^ touch upon the feve* 
lal towns of ChabHds. Every timig was 
pieparad' fop this expefition ; bat imfor*^ 
tnnatdy a fudden diange of weather pat 
end to the(b amafing pcojeAs ; no wa- 
nan would uficBBH^tO'CBrry me. The 

lake 
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«4 49 t)iA Ifftlcx Z have iQeiiiionc4i an4 I 
' 1^4 no m}ina$iaa to li^ai4 thf d«ag«r. 

civao^t. . Acj;oi^l}Qgiy I aials t^ beft o£ 
mf way ^7 land to Cr^jS* throvgiti the £1916 
bcf^ti^ v^ne^ of couivtry I had p^ic4 
be^pucf, ai^d wl^ caqvkot be r&rksvfed toft 

In my iray to Geneva jdije day follow- 
ing» { <Miied with ^ gngjafliiyian at Gen* 
thood J . whe^ I ejcpede^ tQ hav^ ^ tha 
penoifllQn of ^aituig upon ^ir. 3im#c^ 
tlie celebrated naturaUft ; to wbon) I wa$ 
«!C!i7 aiDb<4Q98 ^ bong knoym^ Unf^F* 
tmtitidy» hower^. his wile wat taken il^ j; 
and I waa d^bs^rr^d ^ great ia^fa^tun. 
I had fvropo^ to my&lf« cf Ui^ng and 
comtrOag with fo defervedly emioait a 
ldlu|ofQ|ih.(qr« whc»k indefatigable indu^ry 
in iearclMng info the feyeral phaBnomea^ . 
<^ natu^i, is eqtiaUed only by his iogi^ 
wxaisf in fi|rfa}ning them* 

Tha town of Oei^va lies fipcm the nar* 
xo«!eft patt of 4j^ «;xtrpDity of the lake, 
wbeoatfafs BJIto«( iflues o^t in twplaii^ 
md jafid Hifcms* whkh ioon afterwards 7 

C c unite. 
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vtnlke. - That rit^r divides tbe town into 
two unequal parts ; recaves 'the mu^dif 
Arve ill' its cOttrfe ; afni flcMfV) >thratigii paii^ ' 
of France into the Medicemine&fi*'^ jSar^ 
ks waters are of a moft beautiful tran%«^ 
tent blue, like thofe of the Rhine whea^ 
it ftoWs from the laki 6f Conftante. The 
adjacent coui^ry is uncommonly pidn^ 
pel^ne i and I could not ftifficMtttly ad- 
nurethe magnificent views it exhibits : the 
federal otge^ts which compofed thia^en^ 
dianting profped:^ were, the town ; the 
liEtkb I the numerous hills and mountaint^ 
parfitularly the Saleve and the Mole, riff 
fihg Ibddenly from the plain in a wonders 
fal variety of fantaftic forms, badkcd bf 
the ^Iticier^ of Sa¥oy, • with their froKCR 
tops gliftening in the fun; and themiii^ 
jeftic Mont Blanc lifting up its head ht 
above the reft. 

The town, which lies partly in the plain 
tipon the borders of the lake, and part^ 
^pon a gently aicent, is irr^ulaiiy^ baiiti 
the houfes are high, and : moft ^ of thRdfe 
which fland in the trading peivt ^S^thfe 
cfity; h^vb arcadeis of wood^ ^kfaichiani tar- 
^d^up to their taps.^ TJ30fb)tr)ssdMvJ«rhidi 

^r«Cupportedi>y:pittavs,obifara^£iiB^ii^^ 
'^ >: . x^ and 
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amir gitre- tkem » a ^ootny :4ppe(li»9cc i j\m- 
ttiB^.aie ufeful to tibe inhabitants JAprOr 
te^bgtkmi.frQBKitfaeFf^ V9wj^ 

Geneva isrbjnfir the moft popiilous towa in 
SivJilbdflnd : lor, 2virie> which coiiMS nf^^ 
to 'it ill iti(|>Gi& of population^ cpntsuas 
fitiUteely dnrtcen thouiand fouk ; "wh/Qnea* 
the iohabifcaots of this place amonat to 
t^itanty-four thotUand. This fttpeiiofity 
b undoubtedly owing to the greater induf* 
trj and a£kivity of the inhabitants ; to it9 
more extenfive commerce; to the laciUt^ 
q£ pnrchafing the burgherfhip, and to tha 
privile^ges which government allows to ^ 
forei§^ers who fettle here. The mei3i»bQni( 
9f this city are diftinguiihcd into citizOAS 
and burghefles^ inhs^>itant$ and nf^yfSt 
Xbc citizens and burghdTes are $Ji<»»e. %^ 
mitted to a (hare in the government : ;thff 
inhabit ants are flrangers who are^:al|QW4d 
la fettle in the town with certain pt^vi^ 
|«glEffi| and the natives are the ions of tb^ 
inhabitants^ who pofleis certain a4d)t;k>fi^ 
Bdrantf^gea^ The two laft daflb form a 
large .majority of the people. 
'The liberal pc^cy of this goveramndl^ 
kL rec^ving. Grangers apd conferring ^ 

JbiBjShedbifii Jtd the mcfre rnn^rk^t^.M 
iuiA Cc a • >S 
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«l&fr ftste9 of Sfri&iiand. U\S'hatc,m*- 
^teed) more necittuy j tbe tfinkoiy of tbit 
c«pHblk: Jmng to eflceediii^y. ihntt, tibot 
ito- very enftenc^ deptfods. vpoa^ die aaoir- 
ber- and Hndaftry of tkepeo^: for^ff* 
«litfiv« of the inhabituits of the town* 
ihere ilseftafcdy iixteen thoafiaid fouk ia 
tike whok diftrid of the Geaevois. 

To a man o( letttfs, Geneva is psuti^ 
calarly interefting ; as every braack of fci-* 
lace is here coMvated in the moft advan-* 
tage«i9 mattBcr : leamii^ i$ divdtod of 
pdiBBtrj', tt&d philoibj^y united mtb « 
Jsnowledge of the wortd. The plealures 
4tf Joeitty tee here mized with the pur<» 
ifiiift <xf literature; and ele^uure and tu> 
Isnity give a s^ to the profboodeft dii^ 
yitfitiong, NcMT are letters confined in thtf 
idtjr merely to thofe who eng^ in theoi 
as A piiofeffioR^ or to thofe whofe fortune 
«hd:k]fiire etiai^e them to foUow whiBBe 
jg^us leads^ and eater into a ftudious life 
hj vtdnntary choice ; * even the- lower da|s 
.isf .people are eixceedingly wfU- informal 
.ahd'thece is Jif9 <?ity in Europe where 
kanung is A i^verially difl^frd an^ag 

tht; i2^uiMti»tft. rl hove )»^ gm^ ^^ 
,• . , • iadtioA 



ft^H^n In -(oil!f erfing' wtth ftven^ of th« 

fbdp^keep^s^ uj^il topics both <^ Ut»a^ 

t^kne and f>olkks i anti was afbonifliec^ to 

fifi^, -m this cU& of me»^ fo unooiamoa 

9'^re of )&{k>i/^edge. Bnt the wonder 

ceafeSj when wie are told> that^^qrlxavc 

^11 of them received ^n excelkot educatioi| 

^t the pHblic academy, where the childfen 

of the inhabitants are taught, under thf 

inipe^tion €tf the ma^iftrates, and atthif 

expence of government. 

* There is one orcufnftance in this ftniU 

itiiff, wbieh particularly contabutestoez* 

'cite the induftry ai)4 ernu)atJon of the ftUf 

dents : prizes are annually 4iftribut({d Kx 

thoie> who have diftingalfhed themftlvev 

ia each claCs. Thefb rewards confift if 

^all misSalB, and ^hcy are eonfetred wit^ 

inch (blemoity as cannot fail of producing 

givat'eflfe^. A yearly laee^ng i& held 4^ 

-the cathedral, of alf the n»gi(h:ate8, Jpacft* 

if^n, ■ Knd ptincipal inhabitants- of' tkp 

•^imti ywbkn the &ft fyndic himiielf dtf- 

•:inhufl^«'<u) the;incdl public maaaer» the 

ieveral honorary retributicms to tlf^.who 

^hme diSktt^.lhfim, I met this4&onut^ 

«bn!i' of-^e^^hatois; aad> leeing \as m$- 

#b)*^ MK^ ^ ^hat-it i^ett^t^ -'J[«^> 

* CC3 , ♦«portc/' 
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** ported*' replied the litiic itian, -ftaree 
ei^fiit years old, *^ parce qtic j'ai fsat mott 
•^ devoir/' I wanted no ftrorigcr proof ^6 
convince me of the beneficial influence up- 
on young minds, of thefe encouraging and 
judicious ^diftinftions,' than appeared ftfetth 
the fprightly fpecimen before me. 

The inhabitants enjoy the advantage af- 
fo of having free accefs to the public li- 
brary ; and by this privilege, they not only 
retain but improve that general tinfihirc 
of learning which they imbibe in th«r 
early youth : when I vifited this library, 
it happened to be crowded with ftudentft, 
Svho were returning the books they hid 
borrowed, and demanding otliers/ As I 
pafled only an hour in this room, I am ill 
qualified to give you a juft idea of its con- 
tents : I requefted, however, the libraiian 
to point out to me what was moft worthy 
of particular notice. Accordingly, among 
ipfther books and manufcripts, he fhtwed 
me feveral folio volumes containing letters 
and other writings of Calvin, whith have 
iicver been publiflied. ' ' 

Although Zuihgle, .£col^i^padius, and 

JHalfer, had reformed the greateft part <rf 

' Swifierlahd, foint years hdiXc Cadviil nia4e 

bJ9 



])i$a|ppe9xa||ce.at.P?9ev9; yet the latter^ 
^- Voltj^re Juftly obfejves, has |;iVen hw 
name 49 th^.io^lanes Qf the reformed, re- 
lig^oQ, ill the i^me manner as the new 
continent ,took its appellatk)n from Ame« 
Xicu^ Vefpuiius^ although the original dif- 
covery was made by Columbq^. Neither 
was Calviii^ indeed^ the &*ft reformer even 
of Q^eva ; hut^ as he gave additional 
^Qogth and folidity to the -new eftabliihr 
aaentj and laid the foundation of that ec« 
doiiaftical form of government^ ^l^cH has 
^er iin<:e been invariably obierved ; he to- 
^y eclipfed the fame of bis friend WiU 
li^m Farel, who fcattered the firil f^s of 
: r^rmfitioo, which the other brought |o 
, jroaturity. In truth* fo great was the af- 
iceod^cy which' this extraordinary man, al- 
tllbugh a ftranger in Geneva, acquired over 
the citizens, that he ppfTeifed no mcon- 
•fiderable influence eypn in civil matters ; 
:■ and' bore a large fliar? in fettling the, do- 
.. litipal conftitution oiF the republic*, ^ut 
,vIH8 caK«9n4 attcntipn was npt wholl){ con- 
fined to ecclefiaftical'.and pplit^l con- 
h . gernsj.Mjtromptedj to the utmofjp pf his 
)o 99F^rii'J^-^ ^u^t»yal^o^,.9£. the ,ribei^^|rts 

ciri i C C 4 terature. 



Mppn the govwnm^ ^^eiAn» le rflfe. 
bli£b a pubHc acadomy. In this nrw -^fem^ 
nwy, himTdf, together widir Ms ct^Jotgnm 
eminent £9r their fuperior knawlo^g^^ imtA 
le^bires, with fbch unconHat>n feptaX^fitL 
dad fucceis, -diat the yonth from all ^iuii>> 
ters flocked to receive tilie benefit of tibfoht 
and it has fent forth from its bolbm^ men 
fif tbfi greateft diftin^on for thi^ leaitoing 
and abilities. 

tliere is fuch a fhiking fplen^ in tJSt 
blighter parts of diis ^iintereited and celi^ 
brated reformer's chara€fcer> as to render on^i, 
^t the firft glance, almoft inlbifible «f thol^ 
dark ipots which have fo juflly -fuUi^d its 
glory* But wh»a one re0e£is k montfOt 
oi^ die afperity, the arrogance^ the p^ 
iiamptpous obflm^cy of his tssipor aii4 
condu^r '^^> above all» on his cruel per^ 
feqution of his fonner friend^ tbt wihappy 
Seryetusi one laments, with ahhorreno^t 
the. mortifying inihince this famous scan 
jsxbilnted^ that the noblcfl: quali^s fo^i^ 

If* 

times mix with the btiieft, in iiifii^!9f^^9^ 
tion of hyinan nature. With r^g»rd>' jh^nr- 
jBYj^i^ to his int^^fstnt |ttinp|^f«3«itfliD0: 

.-;■ " be 
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hg>»dtt9iM^' that ^' Hoot thAxSaSH 

<^ the! tfiofi; ^ celebrated Reformers t Wi]i6 
iecmed td diiiik> by a ftrange and unac- 
%dOtitable bl^idiMfs, not only to thegenitis, 
Iwt tt>'th6 'deai^ft precepts ^fih^ go^cf, • 
tbflft pfirftciiition for confcience £kke was 
tuicbriftian in -every ecdefiafHcal eftaUifii- 
meiit, except their own. This abfurd anH 
dangerous o|Mmon, gave great advantajgc 
to Acir advcrfaries of the papal blerarcJiy 5 
for^ it is obvious to the mean^ft under- 
'ftandiiigy that, if peiiecution is Juitifiabiein 
soiy particular church, it mufb be fo luii* 
verfally. 

The republic of Geneva is, however, it 
prefent, the moft tolerating of all the re*' 
f^tncd ftates of Swifferland ; feeing the 
only government in this country, which 
permits the Lutheran religion to be pub- 
licly exeicifed. In this rcfpeft the <;lergY, 
no le& wifely, than iiiitably to the ^pirjt a» 
well as the letter, of Ae Chriftian rievela-r 
tictti, have' renounced the principles of their 
great palriafch, Calvin ; for, although they 
fttlL«h(^d that able reformer in high v6nd-» 
wtion i yet- they know how to diiflinguilH 
'his vittfi(^-tom4iis diif^^'^d tb^admire 
-* ' • the 
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the one tntbtmt bttii^UiiMHjfftttiat to Ae 
otli«r«' 
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I,Writ:c to you a third time from Ge- 
neva : dclirous of gaining as much in- 
formation concerning its hiftory', and the 
nature of its government, as poflible ; I 
vifitcd this town again in my return from 
Avignon ♦ into Swifferland. I will now, 
therefore, endeavour to throw togethef, 
from my notes relating to the fubjeft, all 
that appears worth communicating to you ; 
preiiuiing at the fame time, that I find them 
luch an indigefted mafs, as to have rcr»fQij^ 
to fear I fhall not be able to reduce them 
info lb dear an order, as not to f^and much 

"m necid of your candour when you perufe 
tlie following obfervatibns. 
The town of Geneva and its territory, 

1vere formerly united to the Gernian em-- 
jj^fe, under the fuccefTors of CHiariemagne : 

/but as the power of the cmperorsv ffccfcle 
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0rt9nr ill Gavnmy^ ^as Mlfre^dMr:^ift^.ib0 
frontier provinces ; the bifhops of Gentvls^ 
like &veral ^dther great vafTals of the eniT- 
pire, gradually acquired very confiderahle 
authority over the city and its dom^s; 
which the emperors had no other means of 
counterbalancing, than by encreafing the 
liberties of the people. During theietimcs 
6f confufion, conftant diiputes fubiifted b#« 
tween the bifhops and the counts of the 
Oenevois ; for, the latter, although at their 
firfl: inftitution merely officers of the em-* 
peror, and confidered as vaflals of the 
bifhops ; yet they claimed and sdTerted . a 
Tight to the exclufive admintftration of 
}uftice« The citizens took advantage of 
thefe quarrels ; and, by (iding occalionally 
vrith each party, obtained an exteniion oi 
,^tl«ir privileges from both. , . 

But .the houfe of Savoy havipg purchaf- 
' ed the county of the Genevois, and fucceeded 
to all the prerogatives of the counts^ with 
additional power ; the bifhops an4 the pccH 
pie firmly united together, in order to op- 
pose the encroachments of the former, 
< which w^re no IcTs preji^dicial to the au- 
thority of the one, than to the liberties of 
the otherisf;' I>ttite| ^is fcri^ thf le- 

20 fyci^V9 



{hbps; and thetritiieesrrt; wa^hrwoo^, as( 
fa ■ Ibttn a g(Wehxn«nt eqtsfdil/imgalaf zitk 
eM3ipiuiated« Tfals^ karmony, liowever^ K^ 
t\Mreen ilie bifliops and citizeiis^ was "it 
l^gdi brc&en by the artful msuM^gemextt 
of -the counts of Savoy, who had th^ ^*» 
drds to procure the cpifcopat fee for their 
l^tiiers, and even f^r their Ulegitimajte 
children. Bythefe methods, their power 
in tii^ city became £> enlarged, that, to*- 
watdd the commencement of the fixteenth 
century, Charles III, duke of Savoy, (al- 
though the form of the government was 
entirely republicau) obtained an almoft abr 
felttte authority over the citizens : and he 
t^efdtfed it in the moft unjuft and arbi- 
firary ^manner. Hence arofe perpetual 
ftniggles between the duke and the citi^ 
^ens 3 the latter continually oppofing, 
^ead*c^-1)y open violence, or fecret mea* 
■Aues, l«t llyrannical uiurpstion : thus tw6 
-|>ftfties wen: fonned; the zealots for fi- .^ 

1Satjr'w»e ealled tidgnt^en^ or confcdsf 
rMis ; vvtBle the parti&is ofthe duke w^rei 

'<Ji*-iIaves.' "."" '■" -■.'•'-';•• 
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^SJ^^ Bi^ be cQni»d«i^ «ui the tn^sfgnt, 
ffi its Ubciity aii4 ixyieg&a4eo^ ; Spr» ^i>pt 
Jong after, the duke was d^fpoik^ of -^ 
-oiiithority ) ijt^bffliop driven frofl^L^ c^i 
4. D^paUican form of goverpo^^t firsoljr 
iitlaliliihecli and the reformation i^jtro- 
■duced. From this time, Charles^ a94 his 
iiiCGcfibrs waged incefiaiiit . war 0^9^'^,^ 
town : ixit his hoftiUties were r^id^ffij^ 
£&ftu«l, by the intiepid bravpry if() tbt 
intizeiis^ and the afliiiaBce of th^ cmtWroi 

In 1 584 Geneva entered into a ixeaqr. of 
|)a:petual aUiance with Zone aod . Q^fV 
(fribooif; having renounced their. ^Uwwl 
when ^e town eDaft>raced the refornjKtttoQi^ 
by wluch treaty, it is allied with Ijil^ ^wit 
"^toos. 

The laft attempt 0/ the h^ie, of Sf^nf 
againft Geneva, was in- i6p2 1. whenrCh^K^ 
£aianuei treacheroufly attacked t^ V9Pfif^ 
daring a profound peace. Two h^ip^pi^gi/f 
hk ibldiers fcaled the wAlls.iji jtjlteojgji^ 
whm the inhabitante were , rep,^4 in iHIt 

fuipc^tmg fcpurity ', \m% being ui«^;^ 

covered, they were repul^ by the d^lgp)^ 
mie .VatouE 9f ^e(^(y,4ti»ei]^ ^^^jj^i^fp^uf- 

»x 
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ly fitu&fified their Ifws at^defiBiKer^of. th«JI^ 
berticB of their eountrf. in memory ;i0f 
this events an in&ription is fixiod apon, die 
town-houfe ; and fome of the fcaitng4ftd« 
dets, which the enemy made ofe x>f to nh 
t^ the town, are pn^eferved in the arfenal. 
,Thi» jwfidy occafioned awar, which was 
terminated die year following by a £:)lemn 
treaty; finee which, unintejTupted peace 
bar heen maintained between the honfe of 
Savoy and Oenera : but it was not tttt 
17^54^ that the king of Sardinia ai^nowii 
Icdged, :liy a formal a£t, the independence 
ofJbhisr^blic. 

. 'No fooner was peace concluded with thtf 
" hoilie of Savoy, than the flames of intcniai 
dakprdf fi> apt to kindle in popular gox 
vemments, and which had been fmothero. 
by 'their common danger from a ficorel^f 
eni^my; began to appear. Accordingly^ : 
dMririig the greateft part of the laft centuryj '• 
to Hhe 'pi^ient period, the faiftory of Gdn 
tmm contains little more than a nartatiinii 
-of '4X>nt6ntions between the anfijocrabcai: 
and Ae popular party. Thefe mmtud^ 
ftruggtee have occafionally beQn.!exen!ed' 
wStth^fo^much violences and anintolit^^ as^^o' 
hwtthivaoeiied^lbra^qioment; sLSM^jk^ 

volution 
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€mT, they hzve always been compromiiod 
without prodocing any fatal effi^^s. 

Aboot the beginning of the prefent cc»«^' 
tury, the power of the oouhdl of two hun^* 
dited was become almoft abfolute. In older ^ 
to reftrain their authority, the popular, 
party, in 1707^ procured a law, by which 
it was enabled, that every five years a ge^^ 
neral councii of all the citizens and buigb* 
ers fhould be holden, to deliberate upon 
the affairs of the r^uUic. Agreeably to> 
this law, a general a&mbly was eionvened 
in 1712 1 and the very firft aA exerted: by 
At people in this dieir colledive capacity, 
vtras the total abolition of the aboy&^men^' 
tkmed ordinance. An event of ib UngOH 
lar a nature, can hardly be aocou&tod^ 
"fiaf^upon the general principle of popu- 
lar ficklen^s and inconfiftency : according^ 
ly Rouiieau, in his Lettres ecrites A ^klr 
Mmtagne, imputes it to the artifices of ttho> 
magiftrates; and to the equivocal tennn 
cbarked upcm the billets then in nfe. For,, 
the queftion propofed tp the people beiilg,> 
^i Whether the opinion of the ' coukial0*»f 
*^ far abnUflttng the periodica^ general flfw 
<f ibiinblissi (hculd pals :in^ 9.hanVj ih^: 

.. \'U - words 
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words emjploysd on iJmi billtts ^Omni 
fbr that porpo^, weM» ^ pr p k uim ^ r^ee^ 
tiony fo that whkfaevcr fide ww tsakea, k 
came to tbe &mc point. If the biUet of 
af^nhiOnn woe chofeo j the opinioii of tbe 
oouncils which rc|oftfil the perioditai af-- 
fcmblyt WR8 approved; iHkan oi rgtikm i 
then the periodical a0embl]r was vgeftcd of 
coude. Accordingly, federal of the citi- 
zens ^erwardft complained that th^ had 
been deceived, as they njsver meant to rgeft 
the general aflembly, bnt only the opinioa 
of the councils *• 

In conleqtience of this extraordinary re* 

peal, the power of <^ aiiftocracy continued 

encreafing tiU ^thtn thefe few year9 % 

when the citi2ens» by a fingolar coiQunc- 

tion of favodrable cireumftances, joined 

to an uncommon i^pirit of union and petfi»^ ^ 

iioerance^ have procured fevieral changes to 

be made in the conftitution of Geneva } 1^ 

wiuch the authcxity of the magiftrates has 

been limited, and the privil^^ of the peo* \ 

jdb hate been enlarged. Haj^y I if they 

know where to (tc^; left, continuing to 

extend Ac bounds of tfieir own preroga* 

tivcs» they (hake tbe foundations of civil 

•Mifcdkneotts W<MPks of Roufleau, Vol. iv. p. 279. I 

.» . o government. 
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gatemhciiti by too much reftraimag'tiie - 
^^wcr of. the ms^tftpates. 

•The . "prefent conftitution of Geneva^, may / 

he ccfiifidered:as2a mean between that of the 

.otfaeriariftocratical and popular cantons. of 

:Swifieriasid : more democratical than any of 

thenfbiimcr, inafmuch as the fovere^ and 

iegiflative authority entirely refides in the 

generaLafferably of the citizens and burgh- 

;er$ ; and more ariftocratical than the latteiTi 

becaufe the powers vcfted in the great and 

•little councils are Very coniiderablet 

The members of the fenate, orlittki 
cooncil of twenty *five^ enjoy, in their cprr 
poratB capacity, ieveral prerogatives almoft - 
as gi»ri: as thofe which are pofleflied by 
that of the moil ariftocratical <ftates. They 
•nomuiate half the members of the gre^ 
ccuFi^il; the principal magiftrates are taken 
. from their body ; they . ccHivoke the great ' 
' council axKi: the general aflembly of tbe^ci^ : 
'ti2cns and burghers; tibey previouily d^^i- .- 
berate .upon cvtty queftion which is ta be j 
brought into the gieat council, and feom . 
thence into the general afl'cmbly : m: otber'^ y 
words, in- them is lovlged the -power of , 
propoiing ; xonfequ^ndy, ^s every adt muft j 
originate frojjiithem; no-la^y can pafs-withr . 
- ' ^ D d out 
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laut i^ctr approk^ion. In |thi& fea^te is 

itfdHcd alfo the chief ex€cuti>^ power j}^ the 

ladminiftratioa of the fin^nc^s^ and, ^ to a 

: certain d^gree^ jurifdi&ioii in civil an4t-cn- 

miiial caufes. They nominate^ lilqewife^ 

.to mod of the fmaller pofts of government; 

. and enjoy the fole privilege of conferring 

burgh^rihip. They compofe, mareove|ir^ in 

conjun^ion with thirty-five members of 

their own chooiing^ the fecret council; 

which never affembles but by their cpn- 

voking» and only upon extraordinaiy oc« 

caftpna. 

Thcfc confiderable prerogatives, howe- 
vw, are counterbalanced as well by the 
privileges of the great council, as* by^ the 
franchifes of the general alTembly. The 
prerogatives of the former confift in chpof- 
ing the members of the fenate f ronr their 
own body; in receiving appeals, m all 
caufes above a certain value ; in pardon*- 
ing criminals; indifpofi^g of the moft im- 
portant charges of government, thofe .ex- 
cepted which are conferred by the general 
affambly; and in approving or rejeding 
whatever is propofed by the fenal^ to be 
laid before the people. 
The fovereign council, or general aflcm- 

bly 
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My of the pWple, is couipofed of the citi- 
zens and butchers of the town : their num« 
l>er^ in general^ amounts to about 1^5009 
but it is feldom that more than i^ioo con- 
vene ; the remainder being either fettled in 
' foreign countries^ or are ufually abfent« 
I ought to have explained to you fooner, 
the diftinftion between citizens and burgh-- 
ers : the latter, are either the fons of ci- 
tizens or burghers *, born out of Geneva, 
or have obtained the burgherfhip by pur- 
chafe; the former, are the fons of citi- 
zens or burghers, bom within the town of 
Geneva. The burghers may be chdfen in- 
to the council of two hundred, but the 
citizens can alone enter into the fenate^ and 
poITefs the charges appropriated to that 
body. 

The general affembly meets twice a year ; 

« 

choofes the principal magiflrates; afients 
^o, or r^e^s, the laws and regulations 
propofed by the councils ; impofed trices 5 
cQiitra&s alliances ; declares war or peace ^ 

^ m 

% 

t 

♦ The chitdren of. thofc who arc employed 'in fo- 
reign countries, in the fervice of the ftate, although 
born out of Geneva, are entilled to all the privileges 
of citizens, "- 

Dda m^ 
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and nominates one half of the members 

ft 

of the great council. All queftions that 
come before them, are decided by tire ma- 
jority of Voices ; and each member deHters 
his vote without having the liberty of de- 
bating. The reftriftion is certainly rea- 
fonabk ; for, in a popular affembly, like 
this of Geneva, compofed of citizens, the 
mearieft of whom is well verfed in the con- 
ftitution of the commonwealth, and where 
the people in general have a ftrong pro- 
penfity to enter into political difcuffions ; 
if .every voter were permitted to lupport 
and enforce his opinion by argument, there 
would be jio end of debate, and the i^hole 
time would be confumed iq petulant decla- 
mation. 

Biit the principal check to the power of 
the little council, arifes from the metiiorf^ 
of elefting the fyndics, and from the right 
of repreftntdtion. With refpeft to the fof^ 
mer, the four fyndics, or chiefs of the r&- 
ptlblic, are chofen annually out of ^die Kttle 
council, by the general alfembly \ and there 
muft be an interval of three years before 
the fame members can be acaih elefited. 

The ufual mode of eleftion is as foUo^ys': 

■> • -. . . ^ » 

rrThe little council JiQaunate eight of th€|ir 

siember^ 
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membei^ for candidates, wlio. muik be sp^ 
proved by the great council > and out of thefe 
eight, the general affembly choofe the four 
fyndics s They have it in their power, how* 
ever, not only to reject thefe eight propofed 
candidates, but alfo all the other members 
of the fcnatc fuccefiively: and in that cafe, 
four members are taken from the great 
council, and propofed to the general af- 
fembly. If thefe are appointed fyndics, 
they immediately become meiaboi^s.of the 
fenate ; and an equal number of that )>ody 
are at the fame time degraded, and^ rel;ire' 
into the great council: but no inftance 
has yet occurred of the general affembly 
having exerted this power of expelling 
four members from the fenate *. 

With refpeft to the other reftraint I 
mentioned upon the power of tie, littla 
council, vi?. the right of reprefentatiom 
every citizen or burgher, either fingly or 
in a body, has the priviTi^ge of applying to' 
'the fenate in order to procure fome new 
regulation, or of remonftrating againft any 

ft 

♦ Since the above was written, I have been {nfovrnti^ 
that the citizens and burghers expelled fouf tneitib^tS 
from 'dl6 fenate, at the eledion of magiftrattt for tl)i; 

y^ar i77Jr. . 
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aft bf the magiftracy. Thefc reprefenta- 
tions have proved one of the principal 
means, perhaps, of fecuriiig the liberties 
of the people from the refpefitive* encroach- 
ments of the two councils ; as they have 
frequently prevented die magiftrates from 
ilretching iheir authority to the fame arbi- 
traiy extent that has been praftifed in fomc 
of the other commonwealths of Siwifler- 
land* The magiftrates are obliged to give 
an fexj)licit aniwer to thefe reprefentations ; 
for, if the firft is not confidered as fatif-r 
faftbry, a fecond remonftrance is prefent- 
ed. According to. the nature and import- 
ance of the complaint, the representation 
is made by a greater or lefs number of ci- 
tizens ; and it has fometimes happened 
that each remonftrance has beeo accom-* 
panied by feveral hundred, in diiSbrenC 
bodies. v 

The falaries of the magiftrates aw fo 
ihcprifid^rable, as not to offer any tempta- 
tion on the fide of pecuniary emolument : 
4 fenfe of honour, a fpirit of ambition, 
the defire of ferving their country, togp^ 
ther With that perfohal credit which is de* 
rryed from exerciling any office in the ad- 
jniniftration, ai« the principail mbtives 

whicl^ 
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which a6l:uate the candidates to folicit«a 
fhare in th? magiftracy^ Accordingly, the 
public pofts I are generally filled with mern 
of the firA abilitkSj and of the moil re- 
fpe£table characters . The revalues of go^ 
vernment» at the higheft calculation, 
fcarcely amount to 30,000 pounds a year ; 
a funii however, which, by a weJl-regu* 
lated ceconomy, is more than fufficieot to 
defray the current expences: fo that this 
rqmblic is enabled to provide for the iecu- 
rity of its fubjeCts, from an income which . 
ibme individuals, both in England and . 
France, fquander in vain pomp and vi-^ 
cious diffipation. 

It is very remarkable that, in a republic 
fo free as thia of Geneva, and where the; ; 
true ^inciples of liberty ace fo well andv 
fo generally imderftood, there fhould be no. 
precife code of penal laws : for, althoughr 
the £Drm of the profecution is fettled ^h 
great prccifionr. yet the trial of the cricrur- 
nal is private, and the pujiiftiment ieftta 
the • arbitrary decifion of^the magifljrate^ 
Nor are^ the franchifes of th? people afc^r^ 
toined^i^ith, that accuracy one might- w^e^ 
hftre €apf6):cd. : Indeec^ under Adeni^r.Fa-^ 
briy Hihclj) ftf . Ojeneva i;j th? fwjr.^^^ 

P d 4 century. 
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century, a certain number of political fc-? 
gulations, 'both civil and criminal, toge* 
ther with feveral particular cuftoms and 
franchifcs, were drawn up in form. 5. and 
the bifhop took an oath to obferve them. 
Thefe ftatutes, if they may be fo called, 
vyere alfo confirmed by Amadeus YIII^ 
diike of Savoy. In all cafes of cciitro- 
verfy, the people appeal to this codcj but 
it is not only compiled in a very inaccurate 
and co^fufed manner, but the magiftrate^ 
refufe to be governed by it, begaufe it was; 
publifhed before the independence of the 
republic was confirmed^ With refpedl; to 
the feveral laws which have fince been cot* 
a6led in the general * afll^mbly ; foii^ft fyvf 
of then^ indeed are prante4y an4 in ihe^ 
hands of the public, bVit the reft remsun; 
10 the archives of the fen^ : for, there: 
being no particular fecretary belpciging to- 
the general affembly;. ali the lawa whid^ 
thjey pafs are taken dqwn by.;tiie fecreteiT" 
to the fenates fo. that the latter are tte^ 
fole depofitaries of thofe edifts wh^h. QOght 
to be laid open tq the infpc<5liQn.of thqi 
whole community. Ttie pp9^hfiLti»j|ttr> 
peatedly deman^d ^ priscife code pi- nnw-' 
i>ifip?»l an4 pen^.kws^. it^. egipf^s ^ 4fiei: 

terminate^ 
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ttrmiilate; that nothing may be Idft tb th»: 
arbitrary decifion of the magiftrate ; but » 
the fenate has always fottnd meaiis of evad^: 
ing this very reafonaMe and juft requi-* 
fition. 

Their code of dvil law is the moft per^ 
fcGt part of this conftitution : all matters 
concerning, commerce are well regulated by 
it; and private property fecurely guai*dedv 
It' is unijeceflfary to trouble you with a^ 
particular detail * of the fumptuary laws ; 
tbey; are much the fame as thofe in moft of 
the< other ftates of Swiflerland, where re-- 
ibi£li(ms of that kind are enforced. But 
there is one law, relating to bankrapts, too 
itngvilarly fevere not to be mentioned. If • 
a member of either* council becomes a 
bankrtfptf, he is immediately degraded; and 
from that moment is rendered incapable 
of holdings any poft under government, 
UBtilhe ih^U ' have difcharged all the juft- 
demands of his t:redit6rs : even his chil- ^ 
dreA are fVilyefled to'the fame difgrace ; and 
..nevciftatncanj exereife any p^lic emplpy-^ 
il^nt^whatfocvefi whilb the debts c^ his^ 
f adier-'penlain: unpaid . 

Inlhiscttyj asiti all the 6i^er prihcipd * 
tpwne of ' &vrtffijrferidy a public granaiy is : 

^ftabliihedf 
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leftablUhed. Magazines of this kind tte 
ufei^l in all ftates^ but afe more particu- 
larly neceflary in (b populous a jdace as 
Geneva; which, if thetidghbouringpo«rers 
were to prohibit the exportation of com 
into the territory of the republic^ xxiigbt 
be expofed to all the horrors of a general 
famine. The benefit of this inftitadon 
has been frequently experienced in times 06 
fcarcfty : and all authors who have ptib« 
lifhed obfervations upon the government' 
of Geneva, have agreed in mentioning' it 
with the praifes it deferves. But they have- 
overlooked one great defe6): in its regula* 
tion, and which is not imputable to fhft 
management of thoie public granaries 
which are eftablifhed in Berne arul Zuric« ; 
The chamber ofcom^ as it is here called^ i»^ 
a committee from the great council of two 
hundred^ empowered to fupply the gra^' 
n£iry with that commodity, at the expened*^ 
of government. This com is dried by*' 
means of machines well contrived for that 
purpofe ; retailed out to the inn^l^pertP 
and bakers ; a confiderabie pnjfit acdrtidtft 
to government; and there is al^iiys, 1^'" 
ckfe of neceffity, d fufficient quantity ^ 
iderve to fupport ^ i^abitiuits^dtai^gi 
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a year and an half. Thus far, all is right; 
but then the burden of this inftitution 
falls upoi) the poor. For, as the dire^ors 
buy the corn at thecheaipeft rate; retail 
that part of it which has-been kept tilie 
long^ft ; and vend it at an higher price 
than it is fold in the neighbouring terri« 
toriest ; the bakers muit confequently fell 
their bread, deaiipr, and not of fo good a 
quality, as . that which may be purchased 
on the frontiers of Savoy, 6ut the jun- 
portation of bread is ftri£Uy prohibited : 
thofe families, therefore, who can afford 
it^ lay in a. provifion of corn for thw 
QWX\ ufe ivwl>ile the poorer fort fuffer, by 
being obliged to purchafe, at an advanced 
price, their daily provifion from the b^r. 
kers« Perhaps, however, the government 
is not fufficiently rich to put their granary 
up^n the fame footing with thofe of Berne, 
and Zuric, by facrificing the profit arifing 
from the chamber of corn* r- .i ♦ 1 

« 

The town is ftrongly fortified on theiide 
trfSavoy; and a garrijlbn of about *ninff 
hundred s^ten conftantly maintained^ but 
thefe fortifications, and this garriion, ar^ 
only fufii<;ient to guard them from any 
fi^dden a|t9fik; thqf could not defend them 

long 
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lon^ ag^ft a regular fiege. The great 
fecurity of the republic confifts in its al- 
liance with theSwifs cantons, by means 
of Zuric and Bcriie : and, as it is the in- 
tereft both of the king of France and the 
kiiig of Sardinia to keep well with the Swifs, 
and to prelerve the mdependehtce rf Gene- 
vaf| it derives its greatfeft fecurity from 
what, in fbmt caJes, would be its greatift 
danger/ naxttdf, that its territory borders 
upcfA the domimom of fuch powerful ' 
jtfeigHbours. 

This republic'isthe only cwnmonwealth 
jn S'wiflerland, that has no regular compa^ 
rii'^s m any^ foreign fcrvice ; wifely prohi- 
biting die erilifting of mercen^uiej in evei-y 
part of its territory. 

I am, &c. 
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Bicnne, Oftobcr 26, 

THE fmair territory of Bienne, con-» 
taining fcarcely fix thoufand^ inha- 
bitarits, lies between the lake, and a chain 
of the Jura mountain^ f it is furro\irtdc4 
>y th^ cantons of H^rd^'an^ Sbleore; the 
■ ' IttibopncH 
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.bifhopiick of BaiU,.mid lhe(^^$p^y of 

Neuchatcl. The town iq /itv^atcd at -t^e 

vfoot of the ctmn above-j^tjboned, and^^t 

a little diftance from the J^ke.; .whiiji;}i:is 

^here about nine miles in.lengtl}, ^aijd ,{c^ 

-in breadth ; the borders are ple^ng.aiid 

-pidure^ue; ^and the.town of I^i4aii-fofq|s 

;a very beautiful objeft .yppn iijs cejifte^i 

-fide. In the .midft of l^e Wte is ^ 

ifland boIonging:tO:iiie canton of iB^rn^jn 

which thcperfesuted RouiTeau refidfsd fome 

mcmths, after Jie had jrenounqed . All. dt|e 

rights of a, ddzen of Qenev^i, ^ up^l 

the i^vemment of iEteoie, Cgmpellied ^pi 

to quititheiriterrttoty. 1 cannot Iprbtgi* 

obferving, upon this .oocaftfto, ;that f|^ 

fate of this .-very ingenjeus pbilojfeghfr 

feems to have {been.90 Ms.rftnguI^rrthJai 

• his.do£);rine : for, sifter -haiving;been 4^^yw 

out of two .republics, he fonod an ftfyljftsn 

in the capital, of an Abfblttte.^goveiTinjiit^^, 

aud, what iisimore extmoii^f^ of -that 

very .govenimci\t .too, vs^h is fu^p$)f^ 

^to have inftigated the .m»gift(^tes of ,Qe- 

nexa. to .exeat an aft of .ail)i|traiy-'^fy^r 

agaihft him, .' .which in.. }ts cofifequeiftf e • 

jphjduced^a diminution »£ thfir ovvSl %Y^^ 

thprity. .... '. i. ..-■ ::. "'. 

The 
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Tlie btfhbf 'Of Bttffl W^^foveWign' of 
this little ftate: his powier fonttcHy was 
confidcrabk, b^t at preftnt Is exceefiiigly 
Umited. Indeed the conftitution'of Bifehnc 
is of fb very peculiar a nature, diat I know 
not well by what name to ^ftiiiguifh it ; 
it cannot proj^fly be called either a limit- 
ed monarchy, or an independent republic ; 
it leems rather to be a certain mixed jgo- 
vernment, partaking fomewhat of both. 

The bifliop of Bafil, or the prince of 
Poicntru, as he is called by the proteftant 
cantons, receives, upon his promotion to 
the biflioprick, the homage of the dtizens 
And mifitia of Ais town, with all the ap- 
parent ceremonMs of the moft abfoiute 
fubmiflion J but at the fame time, he con- 
firms, in the ftrongeft manner, all their 
privileges and franchifes. He is reprefent- 
ed by a mayor of his own appointmg, 
■whofe power and office confift in convok- 
ing, and prefiding in, the little council, as 
-the duef court of jufticej in coUefting- the 
' (ufifrages, and declaring the fentence, bit 
• without g^ng any vote himfelf.^ And, 
although juftice is carried on, aii'd exe- 
cuted, in the name of the prince, yet nd- 
thcr lumfelfi nor the mayor, has the pre- 
rogative 
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X/(>ffddaK^ of .pfU|domxig mmm^lsp or of nu^ 
tigatiog'tl^e '&ntence< All caufes^ ctvil as 
weU as ^ c3rinunal> * are brought before this 
council in the firft infbmce; and in the 
more, important ones^ an appeal lies to 
the foverei^ council : in both cafes^ eadi 
, |3tarty choofes a member of the cbimcil to 
a£i as. his advocate y which office the mem- 
ber is obliged to diicharge -without fee or 
recompence., To this ipedes of lawyers^ 
Martial's fevere imputation^ that iras & 
verba locantf is by no means applicable : 
it muft be owned, however, that they are 
of a kind extremely uncommon. 

The ibvereign's revenue amounts only to 
about £. 300 a year: but, mean as his civil 
lift is, it is ftill more coniiderable than his 
auAority; for he does not pofTefs the leaft 
fhare of the adminiftration. The regency 
of the town is jointly vefted in the great 
aiskd little councils ; the former, in which 
lliet^giflatiye. power refides, confifts of 
ioitf msajihpcs ; ^ and the latter, in whidi 
^the executive i% lodged, is compofed. of 
twenty-four: the members of each muft be 
mahied men. Both thefe councils eleft 
ihciT reipeftive members ; and fo far the 
conftitiition is entirely ariftocratipaL The 

burgomafter 
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•turgowafter is chief, of ite tegtacfi is 

ehofen by the two cojioeUs ; ami pbdidcs 

.fttr their mtetiog5, whetwvcr flwy are af* 

;fcmbled together in .their* joint capacity^ 

He continues in his.office during life ; in 

r^rfiich, however, the muft be confirmed art-* 

.nuaUy hy the two, councils : as are olfo thes 

•feveQal.magiftrates in t|ieir.re4>c<5live.pofts« 

*crhe fajaries. annexed to thefe offices are 

^exceedingly .moderate.: and» .indeed, :the 

general rcxpepccs Qf;t|ieigoTCnunent areib 

: Y«ty liin^llf that, : in iproportipn to them, 

-]£s .^rewnues ,mfty will .he confidered as 

abundantly ample^ 

^ItrappBars, therefore,: that this protEiltant 
ircpidilic, notwithflanding /the faveosigrity 
cof }t;s catholic !hifh(4),inijoj:3 in the^fuUeft 
iextentthepowcr *f :impofii^ taxes, iboa-' 
;tcacting:aIUances, declaiitng:war.and peace; 
:an4t in.ihQrt,.j3Sf:jSKeilotfing li/eryaother zSt 
lid abiblute Jtnd .ind^pendcat I^^alkn^ , 
iS'his fingnl^riSQnftittttkvinscgUBta^^ i^ 
:Benie, rF^bontjg, and Solqux^e^ mbbk wis»n 
ithe tfown is clofely alliol ; 1 in aaa6xfiasu«, 
;x£ which, ;it becomes :a. inemfacr xft the 
iHdvetic confederacy:. .jSind^ffAat k^sn^ 
rwhat remarkable, ibb laUiaius jbetvmsi 
thofe canhms aiid ^e-town.Qf:Bicnne» is 
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of a fupcfior nature to that of the faxao^ 
cantons with the hifhop of Bd&U for, 
the town enjoys the rigjit of fencing 4er 
puties to eveiy general diet, or^mary and 
extraordinary ^ whereas the hi%^p is n<;^ 
allowed the fame privUege. 

The langua^ of the country^ is a .kind 
of provincial German ; but^ as the terri- 
tory borders Bpon the priucipality of Neur 
chatel, the ^inhabitants ipeak a^ a kin4 
of corrupted French. They are a very 
adive and induftrious people : feveral ma« 
nufa£^ures are eftablifhed in the town^ 
which> confidering its fize> <^^^s ^^ ? 
large trade. 

i have often had occaiion to obierve to 
you, that the common.^eople of 3wi^-* 
land are far more intelligent than the 
fame rank of men in any other country. 
Accordingly^ I invited my landlord laft 
night to fup with me ; and I found him 
by no means difpofed to be a filent gueft. 
He gave me a long account of the cere« 
mony that was lately performed here, 
when the citizens did homage to theic 
new bifliop. I was pleafed to he^ him 
e}q)atiate, with all the enthuiiafm of na« 
tional pride, upon the beauty and gran- 

E e deur 
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Hfiur ' of the fccnc ; the magnSfiteneb • tjf 
'the proccfiion J the ntimber -of Fpeaatote, 
as well ftnuigcrs as natives^ \/^hfc('W!^ 
•aflfembled J together 'with the cftteftiffl- 
ifacnts and the balls that were glvdA "ti^ 
that ocoifion. By the ioftjr terms lA vMik 
%e fpokc of this proccffion, ydti WotiSl 
■have thought, at leaft, that he had ftfeiki 
"ddcribing the coronation of i!ic cmpii?6r 
oF Germany, or the king of Franif^: 
arid, Ih trtith, to an inhabitant of Bietttt^, 
^l»fe government is adminiftered with^^ 
the leaft degree of external pomp, and 
^hcre Imiiry has not yet made arty pro- 
^Is I the ceremony muft neceffarily lid^^e 
appeared a * very ftrilyng fpeClacie. ' My 
hoffS narrative recalled to my reniettil- 
brance the accounts of thofe ancient {evUi^ 
fovereignties, when lihe great Vaflkls of the 
crown cfid hom^e to their liege lonf; 
iShdi ^hile in ta-ms they profe^d Ifim 
tmlimited obedience, maintained, in/a)^, 
drei-y eflchtidl of indcpendb^ ^i^'i 

I have juft been amufiftg myfelf in fdflic 
fiti&tit waffes, tfiat lie by 'the f% df file 
laket which is here' prettify iBrted [^t^JJh 
countiy ^hoiffes. In my way I paffed over 
? plain Between the town and the lake^ 



^i^lycbrlibp Ibwreign <;Q;»i>ciI, by.a Jcind 
p^,sjigF9i;i))% Jaw that does honour to . the 
.JbEgiilatucie* aUpttsdnot long ago, in <Uftin£t 
^portiom^ lao .each barg^, for hU ofm 
^l^^pilar ufe : it U entii?ely laid out 4n 
(Utiie neat , kitchen-gardens. The geaesal 
Ugpvenunait, indeed* of tUis mitiatuiv 
.Attle* 13 well adminiftred. It has lattfy 
. y i o pted the Kbeml policy of conferring the 
; tini^^Mrflup at an eafy rate: a. wife ceg^'- 
^lalion, which cannot £ul of encrea^ng the 
ppj^ulation of the town, and extending ;;it8 
rcomnxerce* ., 

X know- your fetiitiments mvich ^too weU* 

.;9)ydear^, to apolo^e for calling yoor 

.sMftention in the prdbit inft(mce> asi-in 

iome other9, to theft diminudve ^Qoavaoo^ 

:w«altks. The various modificati(W8 gf gp* 

wmment into wluch civij[ fo^ety. ja, dt- 

Tidod» is a ^Hsculation that will always, af* 

.£^d.n)^r both of entertainment ani r^- 

lle^ti^n, to ^ philoibphic niind : and I> 9tfi 

perfiiaded, that;^.yoj» -confer the -^lie^nid^ 

J^ pf thi^, s^c^ ^fqti&QiSitfid by libeqty. to 

^ «n ^bgfoQiyrqt^yi no(topi|y.of y^^ov 
,}ciafity,l3iv|.yQiV'''«^**^Wn.. ,; . 

« 
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Sfllmuc, OaQ&er 

TH£ n>ftd fvom Keniieto 
throngV a inch and cnttU^fiedVdfi^^ 
endoled within t^ Jura nbilntains;' ftib 
totm is plea&htly lituat«d^apdl the A^, 
whkh ^e 'expandiB its iianks, and ixj^Haa 
into a broad and fia^'mir, fib^uq^lt 
^ foot <A feme high andr-ftoep^. ifiUr^ tft 
cwciunjaceitt country is ^coccaedmigly jflBtf-. 
ing and divoiified. 

I will not exert the privilege of a t^- 
vdler, and tell you, v^Bot Umt «xtm]^a- 
gant stptiifuariaas -dp iaOi ^bruple' to aiflTdtt* 
that Soleur^ was iMlik hy the patf28ttlk> 
AbrahMn; fnit you wiU- have nO diffi- 
culty, pei>hap8> in belie(4iYg what ^Aers 
main^in, &at it was due (tf the tgiidirc 
towns which w^ra ^deftroyed u^xi me 
e^iigra^ion of the origii|al inhs^sf^ts in- 
to GauL But at what time, itnd\up6n 
wlKit occafion, focwr its dl^bAidion j\a6«> 
pened ; it appears prohat4e, 'fwm a gtSat 
numher of uifGriptioihfi, ihcidals, andL "Othfcr 
antiquities, that have been fQund' ift the 
ncigSboufhbid, that it wa^ te-peopled by 
a Roman colony; and certainly was ' a 
- - - Romaii 
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KoOMUi fntifiea^oBy as its 4l>tieiit ap-> 

..■Lipifi mpceoftts Uftoiy is known^dufr 
i|ig' ^t.ptno^ of ignqrance and barfb^- 
4^ whif^ |V)<3Qe^ed th0. 4p^ir^^ of &e 
I^QUPUfa. *mpU% ihm that It was &chs^ 
a^^,6^Xofed by, thofe northtrn n^io|l$^ 
.who ovec-rm the greatcft part, (^ Evf- 
iX>pe. From the time of it$ re-eftablifth^ 
fxlQi^^ wvdl ite admiflioit into the Hdycitie 
confederacy in 1481 > its (late wjas Amilai* 
1^ tbait. of v^mj other impmal towns^ 
;^jbdc|i acqi^ired a gradual acceilipn of terr 
x\tf)ry,. apd afte? vaiioiis ftr«^les .finaHy 
(ecu^ed. to then^fe^ves an abJM.ute in^pen> 
4ei|ice. , 

' The cantCHi of SoJeurjS is. nearly twelve 
IplQffies ii) lengthy ^nd feven in its greateft 
fcfwdth ; ilfetching ,partly tKfough the 
pjaiij, a^4 partljt ak>ng the ridges of. the 
J^ra^"-^t« p$^^^tion may ^piount tp hs^ 
tw^in foi^ty jmd fifty. thoufand fouls; of 
Aiktlich tjhc; 9^pita) <;ontains about five thou-* 
j[^ifd I ,all the ,]Bha|>kants of the canton 
jif e catJjj^Ucf • . ... ; , \ 
..^ iTh?^oyera|nent as^^ftocratlcal, upon 
^ iniw;h tl^,l4Bije pLip a4| tli^t of |:.uceme, 
,,. . Ee 3 and 



jiad , of Fribourjj. : , ^the patrician' htnlSi^ 
ajre in poiTeilion o^^all the pul^ic emplo^r- 
iQcnts. The fbvereign council confi^ oj 
SUA hundred and twenty members/' m 

" * • ' '♦ •••II L^- 

which the fenate or counal of thirty-five is 
comprif^ : the latter is compofed of two 
advoyers, eleven alt-raths, or fenior coiiii- 
iellors^ and twenty-two jung-raths» ck 
Junior counfellors. Upon the death oF 
one of the alt-naths* the ienior of the 
JMag-raths fucceeds to his place 1 and the 
vacancy occafioned by that ren^oval^ is 
filled up by the eleven alt-raths out of the 
^eat council. It is from the alt*ratha, 
?yt the fb.r principal ».gift..« are 
.chqjfen ; namely, the two advoyers, thc^ 
banneret, and the treafurer : and upon 
rthe* de^th of one of the adyoyers, t^e 
fbaan^ret fucceeds to his place of couri^, 
.fftftT » having gone through the formality 
•oJF Ijeing nominated by the general aflem^ 
ijy of the burghers. When a v^^ncy 
•)l^|:||iens in the great council, it is yjip- 
plied by the deverf alt-raths, who af- 
ways choose the new member from the 
i^me tribe, or comfimy of the ckizfens to 
which, the laft member belonged. ' I'fie" 
ivvhole body of bui^I^rs affemble every 

year. 
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year, and confirm the advoyers and the 

banneret m their reipective offices : at tnfc 
feme time the twenty-two jung;-raths con* 
firm the eleven alt-raths, who in their 
turn corifinii in the fame manner the 
lormerir But all thefe feveral confirma- 
tiohs are niatters of mere formafityi No 
perfon can be eleftedinto the great coyn-: 
cii before he has attiairied the age bi^ 
twenty, nor into the fenate fbonerthan 
twenty-foun 

Excepting the treafurer, who is eleded 
by the fbvereign council ; and the advoyers 
and banneret, who are chofen by the 
turghers ; all the other public employ* 
ments are at the difpofal of the fenate: 

>^ which body has jurifdiflion likewise m aH 
civil and criminal caufes,. without appeal,' 
The revenues of. this * government, ^d 
^he ftipends of the numerous' places held 
ujiier it, are, (the circumftahces of thefe 
ilatesf Jtoniidered) by no means fmall: fo 
thalfthe chief ' families derive ^ from t!ie 
ic^raj pofts they poflefs, very profitable 
emoluments. 
' Tl^ ipil of this canton is exceeding^ 

./^fertliei and thofe diftri^ls which' lie within 
»hp Jurdi abound in exceUenf pafluf^; 
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W tlij^e is^gf««t%9nt jftflukbflrr&r all 
the pui;{>olcs o^ agriculture y - «od ibe* drn 
fcfl: fenfibly^ cncfi^a^. .Nfe*i!tbele6ilthc 
^omkl is ib pa^icularly favourable .fb 
coriw. that a third part of ^e ^ie^y piD4 
duce may be exported^ without the ieafr 
detriment to the public. The . trade haih 
pf the town and. of the cantoa is of Ihftlb 
value^ althipugh they are vety comiiiodif£ 
oufly fituated for carrying on an extenlive 
foipmerce. . 

The French embaffador to Ae Helvetid 
Body rpfides In this town> and difhibutta 
from hence thoie annual peoiions or fubn 
fidies^ which the king his mafter has iti^ 
pjulated by treaty to pay the catbohc can->^ 
^911 8 ::^they amount to aboitt go^ooq pounds 
4 ypif. Louis XL was the firft Frencfa; 
i^noi^ch ;who employed Swifs tro(^ ia 
h|Sv|fervice> and granted fubfidies' to the 
ftfites.^ ; ^ Theie have fiiice been confij^rablf I 

augmented by h|s fuccefiors : and tnSaQer-*' 
petoal alliance which Francis L concluded 
wlt^ the Swifs cantons^ foon after the battle 
f^fi ^^rjgnano, is \coniidered as the bafo ' 

of jCyery .fubfe!(|ijent treaty that has bceni / 

igr^fv^ hctw^n t;he two contra^Bo^powiersv 
S^ver^ of the fucceifors of that king de« 

rived 



rived ^dnfidefa^ atttrahtit^Slf^drh di^'fMii 
infantry \a ibtirfiMiriikiy'ilA^ Hefri 

throng 6i hk' dfid^rri vinA'sMied'WS 
touis Xtll. an'd hli f<ki; In t!i^*;lWef^ 
vfiri W' ^hkV they were- engaged: -N^ 
troops hidfeed liave tnr beeti ihdi'd-l^ti^ 

dlftiguiftiedfdf thett fidelity; theif viduf; 
andthefcxcellejicedftheb-^pfintt. ''•'■'' 
Tha laft geiietal allidhce (>et^€feil f'ltiH^ 
and the whofe Helvetia uhiofl, ciitMdSi 
by LoyX'Ss t*» XlVth iti 1663; ' Was'l^Ve- 
maih' in foive duriiig the |oiht livcfi of'^lf 
moAarch, and hU foK thi^ d[ad|)l&^/^iitf 
for eight years after the death 'of ^thef '6? 
-them. Towartts the eird 'df h& teJgh^ 
When Louis, on account afhitffeii^iideaft?/ 
propoftd to renev^ the ^ilahct hi !i!i^)l 
he fucoeffor's riattfe j the pf6t8ftilM*«M- 
toiis refofed their' cbttfent i»'^c<Jf3fegif;tf 
was comluded otily with die tiffiolic ti^^O 
tonai^^dthe repubhC of tiffe ViMS:''--" " 

gtlAs alliance differed iV&M i&t^^fhAi^ 
tfeatibs in feme ^ effehtidl i^lil^; ^ar^' 
tiiiofarly, as it-ftipulirted that,' Si fca&'tH)! 
ldng<lbjai of Prance ihould be ifiVad&J, tK^ 
SwiTs rrfjoblkd iA qtieftioh fhCndS^jj^e^ft 
-:. ;, '-4 ijo. • • .. ■•.-• ! •' • ■•••■'an 
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am adili^oal I^yv tp. ^ raiftd^t^his ma- 
lefty's expence^ not exc^eoii^ iycteen |lhpu^ 
land men; t^at in cafe^ the Helvetic t)6dy^ 
or any particular cantcm, fhould be attack* 
cd by a foreign powtr^ the kiBg #ngag«d 
to aflift them with as many force^ as (houid 
be thought necefTary ; and finaUy^ that if 
any diftenfions fhould arife between the 
contracting cantons> his majefty £hou1d|'a^ 
the requeft of the aggrieved party, tryfell 
gentle methods of brin^in^ about a recon- 
ciliation i, blut, if tl^fe ihould fail^ the king 
a^reed^ both in his own name^, and m.t^at. 
of his fucceffor, to compel the aggreffor 
to abide by. the treaties, con trailed between 
the cantons -and their allies. This lajfl ar^ 
tiele feemedy in Tome meafure^ to autho7 
jizc the interference of the king of France 
with the politics of S wiffcrland ; and, in 
ttiatf'View, Appeared dangerous to many 
of the- Swifsj juid inQon^ftent with tha^ 
abfoiute independenqe, which they i^d hi-i 
therto prized above all other advantagei*. 
. .'yhe.coujt .of France is at prefent e^- 
ddavDMnqg to perfuade the proteflant can* 
tons to accede to the alliance, in order that 
a general treaty may b^ rwewcd: andi^ 

. * \i 
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is expeaed t^at ticliet' wtlf' fdon' bei^Sdi^ 

at Solcure * for that purpofe. '' 

' ' l-am,&c. -^ 



> 
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BafiL .November i* 

rir^HE road from Spleure to thistpwij^ 
I JL ' lies through the xnvifl; of the Jun^ 



* The alliance in qaeftion was adually 'con< 
Al'SoIeure in May 1777, between the king ^f ffhuitt 
M'one fidei and the thirteen cantons and d^eir -idliep 
9n the other, to contimue in force diuring ^fty ^ear^ 
By this treaty it is agreed, that in cafe the king<lom oF 
France Ihould be invaded, the cantons and their alli^ 
^ >are to furnifli an additional levy of 'fix tfaoufani men^ 
and if die Swiis cantons, or any of -thdirycdlies^ ihqiiW 
be attacked, the king, if required, eft^gfE^ t^^feQ4tp 
^hpm^ at hi^ own e:cpence^ fucb fuccours as m^y Vo 
thought neceflary, 

Tiiat article of the treaty concluded wi^ the- W« 
thoHc camons in I7IS> *which related to tfao nttdi&tiili 
ofih^^riftg of France, in cafe of aijy difputesr fft^pf 
betmefi tl^e thirteen caqtoi^s, is very properly an^ vifdv 
onnttedt • 

Before this alliance, none'of the^proteilantlHites of 
Swtfleriand ever iteeived any pcnfioni from ' FtiOOG: 
Utt by the fixteent^ article) ^e proteftap^ pf Wf^ 
jMid.Appenz^U f^i the town of Bi^ne, have. agreed 
to accept les argents 4^ fai^ ft cT alliance^ as tbefe mbll'' 
dies are here called* 

monntainSf 



mailable for ttBikhiK^,«id featilinr.siand 
thouj^ the cpunfiy in geneml is txceed- 
kigty romantic and racky^ ydt in many 
ftdX^ ic)slAffitf eultlvutnl. ' •:■ ' 

I tnraoi: jC li^. il>t|! Of Ae direft way 
tothis.place» ip order to view the ruins 
of Attgufia liaurtcorum, formerly a large 
lii»»h undtsr thie dothidiotl-af ibe JUbtnafts ; 
htsffhk fmah ^h^geih tft^duihtn of Bafil, 
fioCti . to the Rhine. Its apcient ref|(U{is 
«n titty vnuoa&dasahk, ^mii^^giof .aitw 
fiXktk of Hiftfblt IttU ftanding^ and feme 
iatter ed frdgteents of others, tog^ar with 
akihd of (emicirciiUr range of vvalU upon 
/s^^aggrouiKir^egreateftpait:of vhicju 
ItM tianHed d<>wny and is dmcft ohtirely 
Wergrown with brtrftrwodd: - Fi'om the 
prefent appearance bf the rafl:-mend6ned 
JSflimi I ihpitld hardly have guefl^.. ^hat 
idlest dBoeccitiif)oiibii|ritft:o£2a-tbe^ro tz^ 
ftibfe >of containing aftoird twetue" 
iand4)edafbrs. Biit the celebrated Sc%f- 
4im faos^ ffvetk, in. his ^l/atutJU^rsf at. a 
partkhlar dcfisf^p^oib of tht^ theatcfit <. mad 
^ifiaianfions $: tt idlb of fhe temple, to 
wjuch the marl^. c'dlutttb& I toentioned/ 

icvnKrly b^bi^d< ' Befides thefts lihcre are 

,y:iica^: it like wife 
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fystoaiAiti 4iflinn( of 3^bf3anirtjfr^.xaOic$j, 
Ifot^nom q£ tfye& -ft^ of.<^tiqittty hvm 
any thing fo . vo^ QiQ^rluJ)||^ ia tJMm, j|- 
to merit t^e .tixiijble yc^ ^;part^ruhr.vifit. > 
The. pe^lonts, intusn^ ^P ^ ^aoad 
v}iete thoie aims ace-f^gt^^J^ frq^ueAtly 
find 48ed^i>£ ;th& JI(Q«¥U^,empa'or8^ iinwd. 
iUigtiftusl»C;Qn{builJ^j f^ndAfX^Jhficaifctfi^ 
by rqpe^t^ expqieDce,. jaij^jhe. lo diOingiuft^ 
tritli ^e^d^pxe of pred&ou^ ^^i^ijCe .thatios 
nu%^,f^Qmth£inoi».CQiiux»xLones^ I<jpMii> 
vhafcfl xj£ s la)]oui%r tw^ 19<J'M^ jnrUdfi Jiii 
i^}aCt£(»\m£Li a Trtyan^and ah Albinust: 
and ihou^.^ iQsix^.wa« Jbf iaf t^ toalk 
Iferfe^ ye^ he jnade noue pay llutetiaKS 
ai miioh for. itie latter, beomle he had 3ie>* 

'■ I a^vc4 hcrc^ the day hc£pce yfcftoidayv 
and, af^'i. had- good te^iaq. tQ.hcaSJjpsaA, 
ab^'tff^lve at .noon; hnt was muchl0iq> 
pnzed to fiadi thai all the- 'dQCks(^).tl^ 
tawa agreed tp make j»ei0ppoi& I mf^ 

s^^cp)and.9ii6tua|ly)iW^pB(^^ Ihiafa^t 
|6,ith|itt.tfver)r fme. of ^bjc^n go aaijiotir 

|i^f:^4han^tho|e.jof.the.;nsiQ: of r£tiua^* 
li^tKiQUl^aaihfttfC bess^jdEkgoedfaritbU 
i.;>" i:' Angularity: 
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ib^ufaiftjr: ibme. af&it^ that it^ wat ^rd 
^t^aaUed darmgr the council of Bafii^^rin 
'Crdnr to sfiemUedie cardmals tuid HflpMfp 
tfad earfier^ i;vhO^ being a v^ las^^and 
ittddent fet of inertals, ahrtifs came 149 
late. Others tell you, that a coilfpimf 
being formed to enter the town at mkf^ 
ttig^t^ and to aflSiffinate the m&giftratiir^ 
one of the borgotnafters, who had notice 
dF the defign^ put the town clock an hour 
ibrward; by which mean^ the coiMpira^ 
tors^ imagining they had miiled die a^«- 
^faited tilne, retired ; and that the clocfci 
are ftili kept in the fame advanced ftatev 
as a perpetual memorial of this hippy, de^* 
fih^erance. But there is a third rea£>n given 
for this ftrange cuftom^ which fiems by 
far the moft probable. It is well known 
that the choii-s of cathedrals and churches 
are cooftrufted towards the eaft : that of 
BafiL declines ibmewhat from thi&»dirw«> 
tion.; and the ftin*-diaU which is pK^ 
upon the outfide of the cKcnr^ and by 
which the town clock is always regulated, 
partakes of this declination j^ ^a circum^ 
Jlance whiclf,. accocding td.lhe oekbrated 
Bernoulli occafibns :a. variation .freob th^ 
^tw ^ime-o^ above five and forty miiwrter* ^ 
^v, - But 



t'»Bttt whatever m«y haw &en the^ori^ 
«al of this Whimfical'cuftom '} Wei^b^ 
'^Wii of Bafifr are fo 'ftrongl^ attadttd to 
tft^ that as often as^it has been propofed in 
the fcrereign <:oinidl to ^ have their' dodkk 
pipopertf regulated, the motion has cotil 
ibuidy been rc§e£ted* In reality, the pco*- 
^rivould think thdr liberties imraded, if 
dieir clocks were to go like the reft of the 
worid' s. A &!w years fmce, it was &ctel3y 
agreed upon by fome of the leading men dF 
d^e town, to have the fun-dial turned 
half' a minute a day, until the ^fhadow 
ihoold imperceptibly point to the trtt^ 
hbur. This expedient was accordingly pot 
in pra£Bce, and the town clock had abtady 
tdft near three quarters of an libur, wheil 
an accident cfiicovered the plot ; and thib 
uiagiftrates were compelled to place the 
fun^dial in the fame pofition it ftood bb* 
fore, and to have the town dock rqgufclted 
bjf^-^it as tlifuail. Indeed, long-eftabliflied 
cuffaxns, however indifferent or ri^ficulous, 
are vpi tohffo ilrong a hold upoil vulgar 
i]niKb,a» ta become ibmetimes dang^ranl^ 
bnd always difficult, to be abolifhed i d!^ 
pteiallf aniRi|^ a people, Hke thofe (^ tUb 
coQmf7>:'Wh»are a««rfe-to itaf-f^iaxt^ 
' '• even 
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jeniiDd f9tt, liqw lon^ it was be%e run'* 

oiir 7«an accoidiog tp the general njiode 
of OQittputotion rq^eifp^ by the tfd^ qf 

J9«Al M beautifully* fitujU^ ' upoa the 
:]t^i^)E0 of the Rhinei nefir ^t point where ' 
ih^t- river (wjiich Here becomes very broatt, '~ 
{deep, iuui rapid) after flowing for fame way ' ' 
from eaft to w^, turns fuddenly to the * 
north* It confifts of two towns ioined to» 
l^ether by tp. hxa^icmt bridge ; the largeft 
pf whJjt^ %mms lies 9n the £de of S wifler- 
land, and the ihiaHeft on the German fide 
of the river« It Ibnds - very advants^^ ~ 
' pufly for commerce > and it is an advanl 
tasgt' which -tiie inhabitants have by no 
means ne^eded: for, ^ey have eftablifh- 
ed it great vanety of manufa£tor0B of all 
forts i and a very extetifive and lucrative 
trade i$ earned on by the principal ^er-f 
chants of thi^^ place. 

The cathedral is an el^;ant gothic build- 
in^*tiat 'ftrangefy- disfipired by a daubing 
of rofe-colonred pai^jt fpread over the whole - 
fdi^ee, Inihis oitiiedral are d^fited, un- 
der 4 ftfairfalc tfmb, the V€^^abl& remains 
, * " ' of 



t 4^3 1 

»£^tii4 gr^t Erafinus. That diAmguUtiffil 
writer j<»oed tp fopeiiar iMrningi and a 
peculiar elegance of ilyl€| thekeraeftwir^ 
which he pointed, not ofnly againft the 
vi^es and ignorance of the mpnks, but the 
general corruptions and diforders of the 
church c£ Rome. He was indeed the 
forerunner of Luther, in his firft attacks 
upon the catholic^, reipe^ting the fale of 
indulgences : but afterwards, when the con* 
troverfy appeared to be taking a more ie« 
rious turn, and an open breach with the 
church of Rome feemed inevitable *, he con^ 
demned the proceedings of th^t held nh 
former. He confidered them, indeed, as 
altogether unwarrantable ^ and, although 
he had himfelf cenfured and expofed the 
corruptions that infe£ted the . catholiq re- 
ligion, yet he zealoully inculcated fubmii^ 
five obedience to the decrees of what hfi 
called the ^^ univerfal church/' Agreeably 
to thefe fentiments, he advifed the prQ;|efrt 
t^ts to ende|firour at obtainingi by 9^14 
and patient npdures, what they might ^«; 
difi:reetly lofe by a warmer and more violent 
oppofition. 
Such temperate counfels.were ill iluite4. 

to the darii^ and impetuouS; ^itiV^^^^^l i 

F f * ^jjgj^ 
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tlier. Accordingly, wMIc Erafnttis was 
4i£ting'the part of a mediftfoi*, diidendea* 
vouringto moderate and allay the flame on 
cacli fide, he drew upon bimfelf the dif- 
pleafure of both parties : by the one^.he 
was reproached for having g6ne tbo fir ; 
ianS by the other for not having gone mndi 
fartherl In alluiion to this trimming con- 
duft, onetof his advcrfaries applied to mm, 
not Hinaptly, that line in Virgil, 

t 

*• Terras inter cjrfumquc voUbat.*\ 

The inipartial truth feems to be, that he was 
by no means difpofed' to 'become^ a* martyr 
in the cauie : and the hatoral timicUtf of 
histemperi together 'with a toot great- de- 
ference to perfons of fuperior rank and 
power ; and perhaps alio the fear of loftng 
his^ peniiotis; probably entered into the 
'prevailing motives that indiiiced him tp 
take a decided part againfl the reformers, 
and condemn their feparaticMti from * the 
church of Rome as an apo0aary. * 

But it Would be uncankiid to imputilus 

^condtt^ -wholly to ielfifli coniideratioBS.; 

fomething may fairly be afcribed ^tariie 

^jJoWer&l impreffions K)f * early prejudicps i 

*^hB {bme<d\ing to thatTobt«dio«e^^^ 

and 
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^^d ijtudious tranquillity which feeips to 
Wve been the goverping principle of moft 
of his adlions* But, whatever imperfec- 
tions may be difcovered in fome particular 
;parts of. his charader, his memory muft 
^ver be rqvered by every friend of genius, 
learning, and rnoderation. Livelinels of 
.^agination, depth and variety of erudi- 
tion, tqgether with great fagacity of judg- 
mentj were in him eminently united. He 
infufed a fpirit of elegance even into theo- 
logical controverfies ; and contributed to 
difencumber literature of that fcholaftic 
jaj;gon with which it was dilgraced : in a 
.word, he wanted nothing but a little more 
.courage,. to have been confeffedly one of 
the firft charadlers of the age in which he. 
flourifhed. Erafmus refie6led much honour 

r •- 

upon this town, by choosing it as thefa- 
^yourite, place of his refidence, and pub- 
lishing from hence the greateft part of his 
.valuable works. In the public library arc 
, preferved, with great veneration^ feveral of 
, his letters, and his laft teftament, written 
1 . with his own hand } as alfo his banger ^d 
:,hisfesU.. . 
. J, The l^byiuy contains fome very valuable 
. mwiufcripts J. ihe rapft curwufojf which 

F r a are 
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are thoTe rekting to die council of Ba$l# 
together vnth federal volumes of letters 
written to and from the fiift refonners^ and 
from feveral men of letters of the fifteentht 
iiMeenthy and fevehteenth centuries. The 
collie6tion of books^ thou^ not very coiir 
fiderable, is chiefly remaiiuble for many 
rare a^d valuable editions ; particularly of 
thoffe which were printed in the fifteenth 
century. 

In a fuite of rooms belonging to this li- 
brary, is a cabinet of natural curiofitie^ ; 
(amt andent medals and gems ; a few an- 
tiquities found at Augfl: ; a large colledi«i 
of: prints ; and fome fine drawings and 
paintings, raniiitiDg chiefly of originals >y 
Holbein, who was a native of this town. 
Thefe pi&ures ^re> moft of them, in the 
higheft prefervatibn ; and what renders 
them the moi« valuable is, that the con«^ 
•;.. - leujc can here trace all the different man- 

*f'::^T,of Holbein, and compare the pfoduc- 

' fjijmsof iiis youth with thofb of his more 

imattire age* . The moft valusible of thefc 

-ipieceris^ the pallion of our Saviour, in 

> eight L compartments : a pcsformanoe /n 
: whidk this admirable artiit has carried to ti^e 

Jnglieft. perfedion* that fiogttlar brilliancy 
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of colouring fo peailiar to ail his compo- 
ikiofis. ^ I was much ftiruck with a profile 
of his friend and patron Erafmus^ writing 
his commentary upon St. Matthew : th^e 
is a ipirit and animation in the counter 
iiftntc, wonderfully expreffive of the great 
>authof 's fagacidus and penetrating talents* 

The^ danoe of death, in the church-yard 
'of the predicants of the fuburbs of St. Joht^ 
is always (hewn to ftrangers as being of Hot* 
bein's pencil. It is painted in bil-^colours 
upon e walU and guarded by an iron rail*- 
~ ing : but, as it has feveral tiroes been re<* 
^touched) no traces are discoverable of .that 
'' great maftcr's hand. In faA, Mr. Hox*co 
t. Walpole, and other unqueftionablp judges^ 
have fhewn^ beyond a doubt^ that it was 
painted not only before Holbein iPias bomt 
and as a memorial of' the plague jwhich 
raged at Bafil during the fitting of the ce- 
lebrated council, appointed by Pope JEiige- 
nius IV« in 143 1 ; but that. he was not em« 
ployed even in retouching it. It is prohablv^ 
however, that, from thife • antient peilbrm* 
^ahce, he took the firft hint tow^ffdf com- 
' •poiing his iomous drawings of tbe daripc-of 
'Heath, Iiv tMatwg this ifabgedir^. he hat' dif- 
'<6vered ftilph. wonderful riidiaers df^ima^- 
" . T f $ " ■ uatioiit 
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nation^ ^nd fhewa fi) -much judgment in 

the difpofition of the fii^ures, and* jGx much 

fpirit in. the.exQcution of them, that Ttu- 

hem ftudicd them with particular atten* 

tion, and took drawings from them blm- 

felf ^. , _ 

J There are prints taken oif fome of thefe 

drawings by Hollar, which are very fcarce. 

Mr, de Mechel, a celebrated artift * oif this 

place, IS now employed in engraving theni 

after ^c original defigns -f- 5 a vjrork which' 

-.. ^ ' • " ' .^.. 

cannot 



J. a^The originals were purchafed by Mr. Fleichmaii 
oCStt^Ibbiirsuatthefaltf of the famous, collection .^ 
pro2^t> rat Paris ^ of which Mariette has given a ca- 
talogue,* They are now in tl^e pofleiHon of prince 
Gallicm, minifter from the einprefs ot R.uflia to the 
court ^f Vieftna. ihicy confift of forty-four finaH 
^wiiigsj th.eiiatIinipSBre0LeCched with-apen, and they 
>re QfAttt ibaded with;Indian ink. jl M frequent 
opp^rtf ftities, pf feeing them, during my continuance 
at Viehna'^ and particulirly admired the amaxing va- 
"Hety 6f itttttudes and clnraAers in which death h tt^ 

— • 

i.t<T^^l|*ve^>^^ puUiflied fince tbis letter was 
\tn:ittptt«. Mf< de Mechel has .added foi^r which are 
. not in ^e prince's colIedioH) a<id which that artift 
"hW t^efi fr6m thi£> engrarings of Hollar, But he 
^ h^ oAikM'ftveral delightf^U groupes of faacchapaliaS^ 
• cbitdmn .(|LS baving^pq con|)€£Uqn wijJrjthe fubje^) 
. . IWfe^Sly^ ^^ W ntturt and in beauty to any thing 

r IcTcr 
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cannot fail of being highly acceptable to 
the admirers of the fine arts^ . He ha& 
nearly finifh^d alfo ^ let of prints from 
the fine paJuitings of the DuiJeldprf gal- 
, lery». and* likcwife the engravings p^ the 
fsunous: Hedlinger's medals. ' This able 
engraver- has. hiqafelf a finall but well-, 
chofe^ colie^ion of paintings : and his 
aiifgaxjne.of prints (in which article he 
carrier on a very confiderable trade) is 
p^haps the largeft and ifxofk complete in 
Europe. I am acqudnted.with no perfon 
to whom the curious traveller can addrefs 
himfelf with greater advantage than to 
Mr. de Mechel, nor from whom he can 
receive more ufeful information. To a 

4 

particular knowledge of the phyfical beau« 
ties of Swifferlahd, he joins a thdfougk 
acquaintance with the different govern- 
ments, ctiftoms. and manners, of the is^. 
veral cantons. As he is inttmatdy: ^Or 
ne6ied with the principal men of losming 

t ever faw of Rubens. Mr. doMtcheluigrnioufi/ 
' conjedurc^, froth the drefta zuA charA^rs of. fpv.^al 

of ti](b figufes in ttie dance of d^atb^ that th^ .siVltiipr 
^ flcetched theiQ while he was in England. Tliey weie^ 

probably, in the Arun^liaa colIe^Elion when JPIoRar 

copied theo^V ' i- ., ' • 

\ /••"■ "^ F-f 4 ■. M 
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io.du9 ^country,- Ui'\ett/tt&\^:ftto»mmr 
(iiition are thcimoft ^efical^ei s^ th« »q^ 
l«neficiftli tlkat can be ^ppocxurpi:^. m^.hfi 

4;aA be received by neceptin^t bw-go^^ 

oftces. He is indeed po^&lKi^ ^ « fif^^Hi^ 

jfunid 0£ £ood-bui|l«i?f « an amiable £r«rUc- 

nei$ <)f dii^)Qfition, and a fpert^n 4ifigi*- 

ni^^.of m^nner^ whichj togethei^ wjik^fbi^ 

Q^er -valuable qualities, ■ recommmd hinai 

as a no lefs pleai^ tban uiofiM^ acq^aiiO^ 

ta»Q<l. -► 

I am, &C. -, 

• - *-^ , 
* • "l 

I. E T T E R XU, 

• ^ i f ^ t 

THE town q{ Bajil was formerly uii^ 
der the dominion of its lufhops, but 
thpir power was gradually diminiflied, tiU 
.aticQ^Uxy and evMi befcure the reformation* 
:.it<\tra»,.aiinoft reduced to nqtl^^ig. Jfl. 
1561, the canton joined the Helvetic con- 
' f^eracy, and had the ninth rank afligned 
•lip .4** From that period the biihops quit- 
ted t^fftDwnj cftd^ihed their {>eiidetfce at 
Piiniitt^V aQ4 ^odn intirely Itift what iidtle 
f^uthpiity ^nd in^onfiderablS pferbg&ti^ 

(cmaine^ 
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TMflafii6d to'thetfi; Upon>th«e iatrocbio^ 
^kfb of th6> ccfbrmaiSoh, tii0 conftkadoa 
Wad'ih fokiiitf«eafui^ dMUgedj the power 
of ^e-fiiiftbcrofy wi»'m«d[i'lu3Mited> and 
^e gd^^imffieiit took A ttore republkaa 
^tttft thkn before. 

■■'^ WoylilfM!ni in dieory icarce poffibleto 
dkkte tll6 ariftocnttical and democratieal 
cdoiMonWt^iildis iditO'fo nlEtt^y difF<»'ent fpe- 
'iiei a» MSHPe to^ be found in Swifl*erland t fof, 
in thib country, evtery rq^bUc has iu fc^ 
culiar modification, which diftihguifiies it 
from all others of the (ame kind ; and there 
is none more Angular than that of jgafiL 
To view die general outlines only of the 
' conftitutibii, ' it has the appeanmce of be- 
ing an abfolute ariftocracy*; but,^.UQQ^ 
confidering it in detsul, it 'will be fouim to 

* . ' ' ' . ' • * 

' ^ An ariftocracj (ftri^ly fpeaking) meai^s that form 
of govemment, whi^h places ^be faprem^ power %i 

;liie nol>M9 exctuilvely of the people ; but here I taHn 
hy ity t^ cQiifimAg of ihe foveveign authoriff 4fa a 

• certain limited number of perfqos^ without^profiid^niUS 
whether thpy are patricians pr plebeiaq&i nobles or 

' conimonsV for, at Ba^(il tvkrfymttn who is noble, 

'^tid' who ^uftcr to tietftut his tvlle of^obiUtjf', i^'Ai' 

^ «f the lav^gn cbuimU * ^« .;^ r. . 
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iiiclme' towanib ^- d^mocradjr. . . Th^r.fij^ 
preme kgiflattive'^power mfidte is fhesgrs^c; 
and' little cotrttdls^i ccniiAiog: . Qf ^^jia 

three HtiricM'tfRinbesv^vaaiib.thft.aotitOr 
lit^ of tlieft twO'Counoils oooiJbmol M- 
without controul. They eoaS: ta!ifr9i:ji)«k«.^ 
\^ ;tnd peateei 'Conttafib 4Utwicelw.vu^ i|i- 
pOfe' taxes :'tfi^ daEb.iiutihsrcai.vgii^. 
HtnOeSf appo«ri|*^lttr ootmrnaiibesinnQmi-' 
niaKe to aU «n{4arfniQiit»i( aAd .CMD/«r the; 
ri^t of bai|<li!ei4l^p..: Th^^gcner^l ^tinis^ 
nifhiation <^ goysfemiiKQt iixontajilit^ .%> 
thi* ^vereign t«tincil to the &oatc, tx ^ti^ 
coimcil ; that itf, to a pa^.of its imn h^j* 
Ttiis fenate is ccHnpofed of ^xty. tneilibers, 
togedier with th^four chiefs c^«fhe repu&** 
Kc, two buFgo(iM(Ucs, and: two trihyncs : 
Vhde are ^rid^d' lata tko bodies^ yrj[^qIl 
aft by rotation. The afting divifion con- 
'tinnei in office one year : thqr decide find-^ 
ly 4n dl crimiDal caules ;^ ftipennteftd die 
polid^; and excrcifeir^yeral other powers 
AibdftMnste tcrthe {oymst^ cou^icU., T^c 
collective body* of <inzm$ aflembles only 
onc6 a year, when the magiftrates publicly 
take an oath to i npntain the laws, and 
preftrvt the liberties ^yttdiijjpiunitie^ ^\^^ 
peoplei invioiatQc The reciprocal oath of 

5 allegiance 



[ 44^. ] 

ft 

allegiance to l3ie ma^ftrfttee. Is 

Htkd to 'the citizAis at thkir r«^t£tivt$ 

tribes. 

:$ut; notwiThiafaridii% tMe grtet aiid" 
bottndiefs prero^tiviei 6f th& fyverev^jfi- 
council; yet the- ihearicft citizen is legally- 
capdble of being aAhitted'aJ memfe^t; aid,-^ 
by the lingiihr raertibd of- *Ie6li6h, mttf 
poflSbly be^chofem For, the membeira of isid 
two councils are dfawnfrom iiltibt leven( 
rank? of dtfeen^, one daft only exe^t^/ 
viz. the members of the tfhivtirltty. Tkt^ 
citizens are divJdted into eighttieh t^bbs / 
fi/teen of which befong to the larger tovm/ 
and three to the (mailer : each of thcf firft<^ 
mentioned fifteen tribes, returns four ttittA^ 
bers to the ienate ; and edch c^ the wholes 
eighteen, fends twelve to thfe great cocmciK 
Formerly thefe ele&ions were determined 
by a plurafety of v6icesVbttt,'a8 by this 
jheans the richeft candidate vivas atvrfijft 
certain of being chofen; ictermnrei a#-it is 
called, was dfbbiifheid i thatis,.ijufee can>- 
didates were put in lioiulnaifoti^ and it wife 
.decided by lot which of the ^Kree illDllld 
.Succeed to the vacant ipoft, 

* * * 

Although dual mode of'de6tioii put a 
(^Qp« in tbi^e me^Ru%>' to '^ktvptioii i yet 

it 
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It w^s not fufficient to counterafl: entirely 
the influence of the wealthy : and^ as the 
tradefmen^ of whom the greateil part of the 
ibvereign council is compofed, * could fel- 
dpm or never fucceed to the moft honour- 
able or lucrative employments ^ they pro- 
cured an a£t to be pailed, by which the ter^ 
nftire was changed into ?ifenaire: that is to 
i^y« fix candidates^ inftead of three^ were 
put in nomination^ and drew lots for the 
(har^e. The names of thefe fix are put 
into one b^ ; and fix tickets, upon one of 
W^^I\ th^ employment in queftion is writ- 
tena arc put into another. Two perfons 
are appointed, one to each bag, to be the 
drawers of this qfidal lottery ; and the can- 
didate againft whofe name the ticket mar- 
ked with the employment, is drawn, ob- 
Ifai^s the pqft. 
^ It. would be too tedious, and indeed top 

. u^jui^erf fting, a detail, to en1;er into a mi- 
nute account of the forms and circum- 
ftancc§ requ^fite to be bbfcrved in fele^iilg 
il^Weycr^l candidates to be put in hoifii- 

jig^tjop.'; Tp g^ye you, ; however,; fom? ge- 
neraT idea oF this ' inatter :— Upon a va- 

, cancy in the grtpat cbuhdl, for iriflbirice, the 

- r.Ux perfons who are n^med (or caii£dat^, 

9 muft 
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mufl: be taken from the citizens of that 
tribej to which the peiibn who bccafioned 
the vacancy belonged ; and muft be nomi«- 
nated by fuch of the members of the {ove^ 
reign council, who are of the fame tribe* 

' The candidates for the fenate are, in fome 
inftances, nominated by the fovereign 
council at large, and in others, by thofe 
members only of the fovereign council, who 
belong to the tribe in which the vacancy 
happens : but in both inftances^ the candS-* 
dates put in nomination -muft be members 
of the great council. There is but one cafe, 
in which the /enaire is not pra^tifed : for, 
upon the death of a burgomafter, one 6f 

. the tribunes fucceeds of courfe to his of- 
fice. ; 

It fliould feem, that a variety of jevUs 
muft neceffarily flow from this abfurd me* 
thod of filling up vacant pofts in the go- 
vernment j as they are left intireiy to the 
capricious diipofal of fortune. In fa(^,'it 
has not unfrequetitly happened, that a cioi^- 
didate, whofe knowledge arid labilities ren« 
dered him capable of being iigrviceable to 
th£ fbte, has never had ibii^ good luck to 

'^obtain ^he fuocefsful ticket ; while fortune 
has beflowed it upon anothcir by so means 

qualified 
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iloc&lfil t|tei40He%(Ql: the ^njj^-* 
. meiit. : Hawey«r» i^twi^findiQg tjjj^ .^U 

-tius: cafiiai mcfh.Qd,Qf.:eie^ioni the.i9<|« 

« iiagfcmcnt q£ puJblic .Hi&irs. is * tn general to-- 

tecably yrdil oondu^ed ; i^^4 there are/ew» 

if any» inftances of^ ctyjil jviftice being ;ur|- 

vnSdj adminiftredj or pf inaooence. t>e^qg 

^ iacrificod ta.fttperior wefilj^h or, power. 

But it is not the cpuniellars of flate ai:^ 

' tihefeveralmagiftrates, th^t are a)one clio« 

« fen by iot ; rven the profefliprs .in, the u^;-* 

.i^erfity arc deiSsd . in the 0iEQe manner. 

ThetkoK GaqKHdates,'hQ9^ever^ {for kit this 

inftance thttfrnairt. is ftill in ufe) mf^ ^ 

-nominated from amoogthofe who hf^ye 

f taken their do£tor's degrees. . Hence j^q^ 

* thing is xnoce common thap to folicit; the 

- being diofen.one .q£ the (:aadidates for the 
ptofeflbiihip o£ a.icience, which the party 

- has^ never made the peeviliar objefi of hia 
Uttdie&s i£ithe;cfaaif .of th.at ps^t;icu|ar 

- branch, .df titCTatrirc iJi. which h^ excels 4s 

'€ots xEakige piaoes jvxtiKMh o^bprv TJboas 

- known to^aU.■M^ha.al'e.c<mytfi8iftt JA tS^h?- 
• ' matical 
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xi(latkal idirfung) Jojin' ;Birii»otiv.ihb.'fa^ 
moils ' matheoatical :pr(tf(tiroir) in ; tlus unih 
verfitjr, who 'ified in iy4^f'ilcftt^o hm^ 
fames/ and ijohn^ (ftUl (llm^') rrtIio lare 
jttftly celobrated tfijr tkdr .fkiii in^that jGoh 
ence/ in which both tjieir fadiieif:aad gnad'^ 
fathers fo omibently excdled. John, aftsr 
having been feveral.liines^aniiiiifuccrfs^ 
cancUdate :for di&Dent.prfifefibcflups/ was 
at length :choieh fay lot^ profeflbr of rAe^ 
far/r ; but upon his ' father^s^- dcdtth, he 
changed ^ with ! iMr. . Rumfpeck^^ 4x> whon 
fortune, with her :^ufBaI ^gment^ 3md 
thoi^ht proper to affign the;irhaii! of ma« 
themtitics « A l-fimilar circu^iftance . ha^^ 
. pened to tus: brother.Daznei : tdiance.ficm- 
^ flbrred upon ham the .psoMorlhip .o£ iv- 
fa?^ and ^oMttomy, which ixejfemc years j£^ 
terwards had* an oppoitumty albappAfisx-' 
changing for that of natural philofophy* 

I'he fumptoary) laws, arc Tjcry/.ftriS at 
Bafil : befides tfafsib^winch arcconmuia&Co 
fdme other of.'therjSwi£(i^J3spuUitt;:!lhe 

4SiiFttliad(litidiid'J0iKsi . Shai^ oL co«li» 
in the iwwniQb tnofifyThihilffd - faerei4wait 

^Mtf -or iifhidbitUflt who kecpftJhis carriage, 

Ton JS 
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is allowed to have a fervant behind it« 
Thar laws of tihis kind may perhaps be 
carried, in fbme inflances, to a fcrupulous 
and even ridiculoas minutenefs ; upon the 
whole, however, they are excellent regu-^ 
lations, and not only ufdiil but neceffitry 
in a fmall republic. They have certainly 
operated with great advantage in this town : 
for, although it contains feveral families 
who are confiderably rich ; yet a happy 
£mplicity of manners is ftill fo predomi* 
nant, that you would fmile if I were to 
particulariie thofe articles which pafs here 
under the opprobrious denomination of 
hixury. And, notwithftandingj the neigh«> 
bourhood of France, the French modes and 
ialhions, which are fb univerially fpread 
among the principal inhabitants of Fri- 
bourg and Soleure, are totally unknown at 
fiafii. 

The lower rank of citizens are in ge* 
nenil fo ftrongly prejudiced in £sivour of 
thdr own country, that they ieem to be 
w«tt convinced true fidicity is only to be 
found at Bafil: and indeed that daft of 
people are in no part of ^ world more 
happy. Bvery perfon boafts that he is free^ 
and in reality i| ib : and, as the citiaens 

not 
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not only poflefs very confiderable privileges 
and immunities^ but each individual may 
alfo indulge the hope, of being, one day 
chofen into the foverei^n council ; he en* 
Joys a certain degree of refpeft and con- 
fideration extremely flattering to his felf-^ 
importance. In faft, there are feveral a- 
mong the magiftrates who exercife the 
meaner trades ; one of the prefent mem-* 
bers of the little council^ is a baker, , He 
is indeed a man of diflinguifhed know* 
ledge and merit i and has had a chance 
even of being chief of the republic : fqr^ 
he has been twice nominated wie of the 
fix candidates for thp tribunefliip of the 
people. 

The conduft of magiftrates, is no where 
more freely, nor more feverejy, criticifed 
than at Bafil. The people may fometimes, 
no doubt, extend this privilege beyond iu 
proper limits; but they can. never bQic^.^^ 
tally reftramed from exercifing it, without 
ftrikmg at the vitals of their liberty : ijj is 
cffential to its exiftence, and no free go- 
vcmment can lon^ furvive its extinflion, ^ 
y^afil is by far' the largeil^, and feenj's . 
formerly to have been one of the moft p6- 
pulousjj towns of Swlfferlan<! : its extsiit" 

G g is 
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19 .enable ef containing with ^eafe, above, 
an hundred liioufand inhabitants j whereas 
it can fcarcely number eleven thoufand. 
Many particular canfes may liave concnr^ 
red to occafion this remarkable decreafe of 
people ; but I will mention only on^ or 
two of the general reafons to whiqh itxaof^ 
be afljgned. 

It is yprovedj from undoubted calciila*^ 
tions^ that in all great cities 'the Jiumbe^ 
of buries exceeds that of births^ eantcM 
qxiently^ unlefs this unequal |)roportion -of 
the latter to the former be compen&ted hf^ 
a <:onflant acceflion of new inhabitants^ 
every great town in procofs of time muft 
neceflarily become depopulated. Now the 
citizens of Bafd are fo jealous of the right 
of burgherfliip, and pride thcmfdves fo 
much upon the privileges which accom- 
pany it, that they feldom deign to coiifS| 
it upon foreigners : a fupply therefor^ to 
ballancs that gradual wafte of people' f 
have n^ntioned^ can never be had by asf 
iiiflux of ftrangers, where they are xijSt 
permitted to'carry on any commerce, ortt> 
fcdlow any trade. A few yeaxis ago». ^bme 
of the ma^rates^ .fenfible nf tKeimt^iyH 
Ikj of tb» unlimited prohibitvu^ procsoydA 
^ I -- ^law^ 
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a few» by ^ykh ti« fiigedMi tsf ite town 
and ftfcte ri^ of Irarghcrihtp •vvas dlowed 
to.l9e coiilbiTed mpon ftnatigefs ; but it was 
dogged at 4:hfe fame iime with To many re- 
ftria&on^, 'm by no means to aiifwer the 
pttrpoife fisrwhicii it wa$ ifttdided. Every 
piiacipte, .M5ced, of private intereft and 
ambition^ concurred to prevent its efficacy : 
Miftriio wofuibf ; for, bodies of meti arc 
&idom a^^ted by fo generous a fpirit asi 
to;4acrifiee their perfonal and immediate 
kdvanteiges, to the future welfare and prof- 
pctky of dieir country. 

I am, &c. 
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eU RI OS I T Y fed aie, duang my con*? 
iSQiiance ht £a&l, to vifit the hoipi^. 
t0l tfnd i>urydng^grot3)i4 of St^ J^meg^Hoii 
Iw froitL the town, and near the ^mall ri-*! 
ver Bir&h, cQfebrat^d for a 

a 

mid >de/{>eFt)H> conibat^ whkrh iraa. 
«Qt 1 444^: kefiw^m Jlie Swiis and theAdair'^ 
{MW'of iFfat)(e> afterwarda Louis XL ; aiM 
l««ir»^«s ^t^ : tdi^uir aad intrepidky yio 
/^/-ii i, G g 2 fignally 
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fignally difplayed, as by a few battalidii* 
of their troops on that memorable day. 

This famous battle w^s in cpnfequenco 
of fpme difputes, which arofe between the 
canton of Zuric and thofe of Schweitz and 
Claris. The former refufing to abide by 
the mediation of the five neutral cantons^ 
who had decided in favour of the two lat- 
ter ; 9, civil war enfued : upon which oc^ 
cafion, Zuric entered into an alliance w itii 
the emperor Frederic III, The feven laft-f 
mentioned cantons, in order to force the 
cantoi) of Zuric to renounce this alliance 
with the hpufe of Auftria, which they juft- 
Jy confidered as an infringement of their 
league; laid fiege to that town/ Frederic, 
unable to fend a fufficient body of troops 
to its relief, applied for additional fuccours 
to Charles VII, king of France ; who, as 
Vfd\ with a view of diflblving the count- 
cll of Bafil, as for the particular purpofb 
required, ordered a confiderable. army of 
mercenary troops to march, under the com- 
mand of his fon Louis. Accordingly the 
dauphin entered with his forces into Al- 
fece ; and, after laying wafte and hWaf-p 
(ing the adjacent provinces, appeared be?w? 
Bafil. Upon this ogcafion, a detachment 
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bf fifteen hundred Swifs from the army of 
the confederates (at that time employed in 
befieging Famfberg) were ordered to throw 

4 

themfelves into the town of Bafil, whidh 
was but thinly garrifoned. 

This handful of men advanced without 
interruption to the plain of Brattelen ; 
where they charged, with fuch determined 
and well-condu6led valour^ eight thoufand 
6f the enemy's cavalry, that the latter were 
driven back as fat as Mutleez ; at which 
place the repulfed were joined by another 
corps : but, notwithftahding this reinforce- 
ment, the Swifs attacking them again with 
the famfe intrepidity as before, forced them 
to repafs the river Birfch ; where the main 
body of the army was chiefly drawn up. 
Such was the firmnefs and folidlty of , the 
Swifs in thefe feveral rencounters, that, to 
ufe the expreflion of ah old French chro- 
nicle, when the cavalry charged **..they 
** could make no more imprefSon, than if 
'* they had attacked a rock, or an iinpe- 
** netrable wall." The Swifs, encouraged^ 
by tJ45 wonderful fuccefs, and exafpera^ed 
v;j>ft the mofl: fpirited indignation againft 
the invaders: bf their country ; difregard- 
itig the remonftrances of their officers, rafti- 

GS3 ^t 
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]y attempted tix fotce tlveir pai)Q^ ; over 9 

bridge, which wa» guarded bf ^^ loj^ 14$$ 

of the enemy: but thii €i^pit of incflU^ 

fiderate valour proving ine^ftiyU/ ensj 

man of thefe gallant foldiei^^ = tlutytviSV 
himfclf into the river, when;* is w«»:fe|Nld 

able» gained the oppofite fhpre, iatheiiaog 

6f a battery of cannon thltt ^ws^ pkjnba^ 

againftth^m. , . • fjoo 

' What could the deiperate coufs^of fi> 

fmall a number of troops avail, againii;^ 

army of 30,000 men advantagoouijiy pofted 

ih an open plain ? They had. no akenufibq 

but either to throw down their ^om, ifir 

glorioufly expire with them in tb^tr luuidliJ 

They bravely chafe the latter : acoordiiiga 

ly gve hundred of them took pc^Jefllpniof 

a fmall ifland near tlie bridge, Kheie^ &ftBi[ 

rtlblutely defending themfelyes to the h$b 

e^tteimity, they were all of them cut^tci 

^hcta, A like number forced liieir vm^ 

through the ranks of the enemy^ and w^m 

n¥aking towards Bafil; when th^ wem 

Oppofed by a large body of ho^p^ who wa» 

pofted there to prcvent^ the inhabitants^ of 

the town from {allying out tathe rehStof 

th^ir Countrymen. Bdng noisv-^liisrbutfdat 

Qn all fidJB^ 4iey thr^w l}iei»C3lv«i j^ 



Aehoi^ntatbf^Stw James ji md, lining; thcr 
t^ffUlfi of l9ue Iriarying-growid; refilled' foip 
ione time tbe tmited aflftutts olT the whole 
^^f'CRch army* At lengdi the hofpital be-? 
k^ let bn fire^ and the cannon haying 
btetered down the walls of thc^ btnying^ 
ground^ tfaey fought no longer in hopes 
0^ victory ; but ftill rcfolvihg that it (houW 
coft their enemies as dear as poffible, they 
cdiitinoed to defend^ their lives to theJaft 

gafp. ^ 

,&neas^^S;^Mnii (afterwards pope Pius H.) 
cdates^ aicnong other a£Hon$ of fingulaf 
iralou]% exerted by tfiis heroic troop> a pwr- 
tieular inftance which I cannot forbear 
tecritioning. Pour of the French attaeke* 
1^ iinglfs Swifs, and having killed and {}^p4 
ped him» proceeded to infiult the dead bo*^ 
dy: being obferved by a companion of tliQ 
ftdn, he &ized a batde-ax, rufhed upon 
1^ four ; killed two of diem, and put the 
others to flight j then flin^ng . the dm^ 
body of his friend updnhia ihoulders^ C9X-i 
ned' it to a place of fecUrity ; and rslurnr 
ing to the attack, was killed* - 
' jfi^e whole mimber but fixttcn e&aptid 
trom dKifield^itattle : miil^heicr asrsci^ 



ably, ta i»r «ikr Bpartan duej^^ 
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bjcaiided wid> infamyt. for v>t iiaviog h^ 
ciificed their lives ia defenco of thcxr csam^ 
try. Among thofe who were^efperauly 
wounded^ and left upon the field of a6tifiq^ 
thirty-two only were found itiU alive. The 
names of many of thefe glorious combft- 
tants were carefully regiftered^ and ftiU ro^ 
main upon record* 

It is not eafy to afcertain the aumber of 
forces on both fides in this eyer*memoraMe 
engagement. As far as one can judge^ 
by ^x)mparing the &veral relations of the 
French and German hiftorians, the army of 
the dauphin amounted at leaft to 30^000. 
Charles VII. and his fon Louis,^ ia their 
letters to the German princes on thiaoc-* 
c^on» reprefent the'total lofs of theSwifsto 
h^ve been about 3^000 : and perhaps that 
accoimt is not much exaggerated. With 
refpeft to the (lain on the fide of the dau- 
phin^ the amount is ftill more uncertain t 
his lofs, however, muft have been very 
cpnfiderable, for he remained three days 
upon the field of battle ; and, the better to 
conceal the number of the killed, he or- 
dered the dead bodies to be.iecretly IrcMed 
in different parts of the nei^hJx)urhQOT%. 
Add to this^ that he was effedtoaUy pre^ 

vented 
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vented from profecuting his defigns upon 
Swifferland, and compelled to retire with 
his Ihattered army into Alfacc. That 
prince himfelf, indeed^ declared, that fuch 
another yiftoiy would ruin his army 5 and v 
generouflj confeifed, that he derived no" 
other advantage from it, than to know and 
efleem the valour of the Swifs, Accord- 
ingly, this combat may be confidered as , 
■ forming a remarkable aera in the hiftoiy of 
the Swifs : for, it gave rife to their treaty , 
with Charles VII, and was the firft alliance . 
they ever entered into with France. 

The war, however, between the houfe of , 
Auftria and Zuric on one fide, and the feven 
cantons on the other, continued until the 
year 1446, when a peace was concluded by 
the mediation and decifion of the arbiters 
chofen for that purpofe : Ziiric renounced 
its alliance with the houfe of Auflria ; and 
the Helvetic confederacy was again folemn- 
ly renewed and confirmed between the 
dght cantons. Upon this occafion, two 
very important articles of the public law 
of Swiflerland, were finally fettled : Firft^ 
th^ndl difputes between any of the parti* 
mar cantons, (hall be decided by the me-». 
diationof the neutral ones j and in cafe. 

cither 
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d^MboHIietwo coiiimiidin fiaitiirftMb^ 
tOM -aoqndiefte under thdr jtidgKieiit^ ' th^f 
neutral cantons are empowered: to ih(verreH:f 
courfe to arms, in order to compel the re* 
public in queftipn to abide by their deter- 
mination : Secondly, notwithftaading tbo^/ 
right which either of the cantons mighti 
hate refierved to itfelf, of contracting alfii- 1 
ances with foreign powers, yet the oth«r * 
confederates are to judge, whethei^ Ibch 
alliance is contradidory to, or incompatible 
with, the articles of the general union ; and" 
if it ihould appear to be {o, it is declared 
utterly null and void. 

I cannot clbfe this letter without addhig;? 
that the Swifs ftill talk of this fdmouft 
a&ion with the warmeft enthufiafm. Acr -^ 
coidmgly, the inhabitants of Bafil fornt . 
parties every year, to an inn fituated near - 
the hdpital and buryingrground above^ ; 
mentifoited, in order to commemorate, ia,i 
a tod wine produced from fome vineyard^* 
^lonted^ on the field of^ battle, die lieroit: 
deeds of their brave countrymeiju wba (» 
jjlpripufly facrificed their lives upon the 60* ! 
cd&m. This wine, which they call ^^'^^^g- 
^ blood of' the Swif^" ts highly |>ri2e4 by^ 

tlte \BiMili&i»i ^ t^^ it has iittl^ to jre^^ 
r_^ commenc. 
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cotttHMsA -iA m point q£ ftinroiir »iic^BiAik 

^(7ff mijjura cutem ntji plena cTUoris.* 

vns more ^ppUoabk to tihe tnudng poet lie 
rxip^Ainat. thm^ it is to ihafr jcwial |tt««. 
taotk {Mff ties) at tlitfit annivedaxy compos 
ta^tu of the'' &zi^ i^^x A^/' 

iam^^&Q^- 
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AViNG> iii the caiis& q£ aijf former 
i0tter$t commmiicattd to yoa futhi 
ol^fervations aa I waa jbk 4a make duimg ^ 
my tour through. Swifiadaid, conoerniiig^:^ 
the lawsv fgovernincttt/ flats, of fitnatw^v 
(^k oi^ each canton in pamiculariili:' tviil'^ 
nowi xecpMiQii from you. die fiune caniikL iii«Nrr • 
diiigciice i hovfr fo r^eatediy experimiced^ l 
whtlft I iiy before you : sk few concllxiiiig;: 
reootarJb^ ift.i;dattcatodieil&te^o0$lfnfi^ 
l^fidm^ general. ^ v ^'^ 

-^ttSre-^iii no pact of -Europe i;^ch -cimi^^ 
taifUs* iwit)ua the lame extenc o^ii^dn/' 
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fucR a variety of different govemihcnf*, 
as are collefted together in this remark-^ 
able and delightful country ; and yet, with 
ftich wifdom was the Helvetic union com- 
pofed^ and fb little have the Swifs, of late 
ye^Si been aftuated with the fpirit of 
conqueft, that fince the firm and com-' 
plete eflablifhment of their general con«- 
federacy, they have fcarcely ever had oc- 
cafion to employ their arms againfl a fo- 
reign enemy; and have had no hoftile* 
c!bmmdlions among themfelves, that were 
not very foon happily terminated. Per-* 
haps there is not a fimilar inflance iii 
antient or modem hiftory, of a warlike 
people, divided into little independent re-* 
publics/ clofHy bordering upon each other, 
and of courfe having occafionally interfer- 
ing interefts, having continued, during fo 
l6ng a period, in an almoft uninterrupted 
ftate of tranquillity. And thus, whik 
the feveral neighbouring kingdoms have 
fuffered, by turns, all the horrors of iiw 
temal war, this favoured nation hath en-' 
joyed tihie felicity defcribed by LucrcWas/ 
ktid look^ down with &curity upon Uif 
various tempefts that have fhaken thb^ 
vrorld around them« 

But 
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But the happineis of a long peace, has 
neither broken the fpirit, nor enervated the 
arm of this people. The youth are dili- 
gently trained to all the martial exeroies, 
fiich as running, wreftling^ and (hooting 
both with the crofs-bow and the mulket; 
a coniiderable number of well-difciplined 
Swifs troops are always employed in fo- 
reign fervices; and the whole people arc 
enrolled^ and regularly exercifed in tdieir 
refpedtiye militia. By t^efe means they 
are capable, in cafe it ihould be necef&ry, 
of coUefting a very refpe£lable body of 
forces, which could not fail of proving 
formidable to any enemy who fhould iiv- 
. vade their country, or attack their liber- 
ties. Thus, while moft of the other ftates 
upon the continent are tending more and 
more towards a military government, 
Swiiferland alone has ho (landing armies ; 
and yet, from the nature of its fituation, 
from its particular alliances, and from th^ 
policy of its internal government, is more 
fecure from invafion than any other Eu- 
ropean power, and full as able to with- 
ft^BB the greateft force that can be brought 
^gainft it. 

But the felicity, of Swiflcrland does not 
^ coniift 
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nqnBft ncnly in haps peculiar^ CK^apt* 
ed from the burdens and miferies of war ^ 
tibore is oo country in which liappiiiqfs and 
ceatent ixx>re uuiv^erially prev^ amoi^ 
tbepec^le. For, whether tlie ^veiyuBMiit 
1)e aiiftocradcal^ deraocratical, or ija^red;; 
abfolute or limited > a general ilfirit of Ji«- 
berty pervades and a&uates the feyeral 
conilitutions : fo that even dxc oligar* 
cbical ffcates (whidi> of all others^ am 
ufually the moft ty:ninnical) are here pe^ 
culiarly nuid; and the property of the 
fubjeflis fecurdy guarded againft eveiy 
luAd of violation. 

But there is one general 4c{td: 14 
their criminal jurifprudence^ which prevails, 
throughout this coun^. For^ .although 
the Caroline code, as it is ftyled^ or the 
Qode of the Emperor Charles the Vth> 
forafs in each of the r^iiblics the 
p^ baiis of ^ their pensd laws^ wit 
cul^ modifications and additions in dif- 
ferent diftrids i yet much too great a la-* 
titude is allowed to the refpeftive judges** 
who are Ids govemed in their detenniaa^ 
tioQs; fay this code, or any other ^ig^^M 
law/than by the common priwfiplps Ik, 
J#V«u JH9V far fcBjg«g»ai^flB.|a^yi%ve. 
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mifii t\6s extraoiximary privilege, I cim*^ 
not fay ; but difcrctionary plowers of &m 
kind, fure anddubtedly fi^le to the moft 
alarmkig alnafe, and can never, ivitliost 
the greatdft -hazard^ be committed to the 
hands of the iinagiftrate^ 

X ouinot forbear refleding, upon this 
oceafion, "on the f¥i|)erior wilSUim, in the 
j>r€feift inftaace, m weH m ixk many othci% 
of our own moft invaluable <:onflitation « 
and indeed, it i$ infpoiiible for an Englifii* 
matt to oi>ie(Ve» m his travels, the g6vem« 
fnents of oth^ countri^, without becotti« 
ing a warmer and 'more affedlionate adtniMr 
of his own. J[n England, the life >andfi« 
berty of the f]d>je£fc dees not ^cqpend tupoit 
the arbitfrsury decifion bf his judge, but it 
dfecnred by 'expfefs laws, fr<mi which ne 
^nag^atexaii d<()aftwith4mpanity. This* 
^ardifd practfiont it is true, may 4>cca«' 
fienally, perhaps, be attended willi €omt 
incDifveniences ^ but lihey are bvefbalancdd 
by advantf^es of 4b much greater weight 
as to be ibarcely ^pereeptible in the £ralea of 
]n0B^. I do not mean, however, to thiwlr 
^y imputation upon the officers tif cii- 
miiial junffliaikai in Swifierfand : ^ ^ as 

I could 
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I cduM obferve, tfiey adminiffer diftnM^^ 
tive juftke wit^ tn knpartitl and equitable '* 
band. 

I remaiiced, with peculiar htishS&on, 
the excellent ftate of the prifons through^ 
cut this country, and the humane precau- "* 
tions vdiich the feveral legiflatures have 
taken with refpeft to felons : ' fi circum- 
ibmce which could not fail of ftriking me . 
the more forcibly, as the contrary is but ' 
too vifible in England. In Swiflerland, ' ' 
the criminals are confined in wholefome 
and fi^arate wards ; and inftead of lan*- 
guifhing long in prifon, to the great injuff • ■ 
of their health, or total wafte of their little 
remnant of money ; they are almoft imme- 
diately brought to trial. In England, a 
criminal, or one fufpefted to be fuch, may 
be confined fix months before bis fate ihatt 
be defeermined : and if he happen to be 
proved innocent, and fhould be in low 
circumftances 5 the lofs of his time, toge- 
ther with the expences of the gaol-fees^ 
mty probably occ^ion his utter ruin;- 
while his morals are in no Icfs danger, b^^ 
being cbinpelled to aflbciate with a ^i^bf 
abandoned wretches, lofl; to all fei^fe . of 
ihmxKy and eiKCHunigiag each other in tlMir- 

commox) 
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common paroffigacy. How luch k it to 
ke lamented^ tbi4^ wluk our code of cri^ 
minal juriipnidence is in general formed 
upon priadf>lfi8> which diftmgoifli us widi 
honour ^ynong the nadcms of Europe ; that 
<Nir couitB ^ juffice are thrown opea to 
the view of all the world; and that we en-- 
\oj the ineftimable and ahndd peculiar 
pfivilq^of being tried bjt gar equals I how 
much (I camiot forbear rqieating) is it to 
be laoMnted^ that the fame equitable and 
hiunane f^t 0iould be found wanting in 
fo unportant an article of our poial 
laws^I 

One 

* For a more particular account of the prifoiu ia 
Swiflerlandy the reader is referred to a treatiie concern- 
ing *' Ttejlati fiftbefri/ons in England and ff^atesj smt 
^* an account of fimi f$tngn prifonsj by John Howard^ 
*^ Effi 1777*'' In Ais tremtife (wkichmferits the atten- 
tion of every friend to humanitf ) the worthf author 
has produced many melancholy proofs of the fad ftate 
of the Englifli prifons^ and how very inferior they are 
to du^ abroad in every ciicumftance relating to the 
health and good goverameot of the unhappy perioM 
confined in them. . -And it cannot but a&fd htm the 
moft yk:]fible (atisfaAion to £nd, that his heaevol^nt 
and perievering labours have already been produ^ve 
of fooie very advantageous regulations, particularly 
coeeerniag the fisosof prifonevs i«lio iudl be acquH* 

Hh t^^ 
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. ; ,Syp,p csinQOt;,but.be ajipniihed, ks well is 

coR<^rnedj| to find, that iij a country where 
-the tfjii^ principles of civil goyemment arc 

^wpll uoderftood dnd fp generally adoptdd 
(.as in Swifferl^Sjd,. that the trial by^ torture 

i»;np^ yet ^bpUfli'ed :. fofj, in Tome partico- 
' laf c^s^the Xyfpeftecllc^iiminal is (fill pat 
,tQ. the raok, , . The infefficacy, no lefe than 
^thfi iijhliniAnityj of cftdeavouring" to. extort 

tbe tf Uth j?^. the feveral. horrid in^hniAents 
I which top. ihgenious Cfuelty has dodfed for 
.%\\9t^ purppfe, has been fo often expofed by 

the ableft writers, that it would be ftqually 
' impertinent and fuperfluous to trouble you 

with any reflections of mine upon the fub- 
' )edt: and iitcked, the whole ftrength of the 
"Teverar'ar^lrtnents thathaye been urged 

upon tliis occafion, .is coitiprifed in the vwy 

juft and jpoiated obfervation of the admi- 

±td^ arfd the prevention of the gad dtftemper. As 
''Mr.^H. ffill continues his laadable refearcbes tiupugh 
^rfl^ 'tlJ« mt>ft 'cbnfidenible .pfilbw upon the 'Con- 
*tthent, tttid intends' fubmittmg the refltlt tf them, to 
^^e'^oAlldiinition of Pxrfiameiit 1 . U mSiy juiBy^.lie 
^Hlopisij AitthewillhemwzxIiciwUh the hl^peftrof 
^haVllig'beedme the meaii^o£effiii£hiaU>k6xing«bM 
^4{oh of tbe'BMti& Senate upon ad objcaft .lo^liisWy 
'^Asietarftf^ itHr Que of: everjf yiH(kmaA.liun$m^Mif- 
'%ture« *; : , r 

JO rable 
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Table Bruyfre^ that la quejikn efi »ne mvtn^ 
ibnmerveiHeufe C^ tgut-^a^fait JUre, .pour 
perdre un innocent qui a la cbmpUxi^ fyiil^9 
^& Jauver. un coupabk qui 5/? 9/ rctkufie ♦• I 
"carmot, h^owcver, but add, in ju^ige to the 
.SwiisVthat zealous advocates have not been 
-warijt^g among them for the total aboli- 
tidn of torture : hut arguments, of. reafon, 
and fentimehts of humanity » have beqn 
found, ,cvcn in this civilifed and enlighten- 
ed country, to avail little againft inveterajte 
. cuftoin and long-confirmed prejudices •{••. 

. Learning 

♦ Caradcrcs, Voh ii. p. 203. 

t Crjmiiul juftice is here, as in the greateftpsirt of Su* 

rdpe^ a(lminiftred agreeably to the rules of the civil law* 

-Aecording to the maxims of that code, the criminal's 

.^vnfeCon. i» abfolvtely requifite,. in qrjer to his. Aifi^r*- 

.yiii9«capital..puosfhment ; and con(equent;}y^,all thofe 

nations, who have not eftabliihed a new codeof .crimifUil 

Jurifprudence, retain. ^heufe of torture. • 

The prefent kingof Pruffia, it is well fcoown^ ict jhe 
" ^. tKam^ -in Qertaiany, of aboiiibing ihts Jttii.«ffWyD p(^* 
^Hiet i hitt ftw, perhaps, are appri&d, thMtfte Itft hint 
' -«f thii FefoMialtion .was fugg^AedtochinhJqPvfwM^g the 
^^fiWtory «f fioj^land: For^ aiieiJord»:j>rJMtip9lArr<- 
/'ttkdHs in -tapf^n of rdija flMdiod:}oLMlMtillg^^«o«i^- 

-^U«8iiirlM,^JUit *t Ariitfli .wnlftiifnlty ^EOnfuts th« 
; . . H h a , •'i 
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'tli6 catholiC' than the prtiteftant^ft^ii^-J^ 
in both» a man of letters o^ ifio^^ 
4^nt opportunities of gra&fyvis hw .y^ 
fearches and impronng his kn0W|&iip. 
To the natural philofbpher, .Swiffexilfid 
will afford an inexhauftifaidburceQfiin- 
tertaihment and informatbn^.ai welLfbom 

* the great variety of phyitcal curio&iM ifo 

* plentifally fpread over the country^ us from 
the confiderable number of perions . emi- 
nendy {killed in that brainch of fcieoce. 

. Indeed in every town^ and almoft in Gvs6ry 
village, the curious traveUer wiUmcet jwith 
coUedtions worthy of his attention *^ . . 

'.Wmh 

-tij had abounded more in confpiracies and Febellions 
than England ; and yet that the leaders and abettotii of 

^tfaem had been more fiiccefsfully traced and dUboveiled^ 

without the ufe of torture, than in any country where 

'^^4t wai? pradifed. <^ From thence," added this wifep^ 

' ^litkian, fpfiofcing upou'the fubjeA, ^ I &w tht^^tUax^ 

^^ diCf of torture, and aboiifiial it aocmdin^.'' 
"'>• :^}ie dbove mcBdote, which I hod from rery re- 
'' ■- fy t Sts Mc gutfaorky^ bears the moft bonooraUe teftioloiiy 
-> -^ fbi theoaoatt]^ ao well ai the oiildneft of oor penal laws^ 

* «saodca«ho.f«|^drje3nHllciicyof the {sroci^S^^wred 
^iJnmicooiictft'Of crimioalliiftkt. 

^r .' .f KlhtiMdceiflioaU^be.de&rotni^'of partkulor«in«^ 

* fermation vensciiffio| 4lie ftrend HA^tiktmlf^l^^v^^ 

• 

« V ' ':...* . < . • tides ^ 
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Biivi99ltl3i)t]|ibft to aginicoltuf Q 1 thica'e is, 

^|Mithft|)V^nb^^c^<3'Qi^^ the: world where 
^!he iaKU^8iita^;eou9 effi^ of unwearied and 

^rfiweiing indiaftry are more reoiarkably 

iSg^bi^uoiis. In travelUng over the nioun^ 

^isaas^rtsof Swiiierland» I was ftruck 

-«kh ' adaikiititin and aftoni/hment, to ob« 

«^fe^e rocks, that. were formeriy barren, 

tiow j^anted with vines, or abounding in 

'^rioh ipaftorsi and to mark the traces of 

iibe ploQgh along the fides of precipices, fo 

^cepr that it muft be with great difficulty 

* tiiat a hdrfe could even mount them, in a 

'iwordi the inhabitants feem to have fur* 

mounted every obftruftion which ibil, fitu^ 

laticn, and climate, had thrown in their 

^ ,way, and to have fpread fertility over va- 

^ rious fpots of the country which nature 

itemed to have configned to : evedalling 



; he will find his curiofity gratified in the moft 
* .ioisf Jb£bcuy ita^ner, in ^emouli's Lfttnt fur iiffettnt 

fujetSy ^c. -VRfaioh contain, not only 9 verjr aicctirate 
' deicrtption of all the various cabinets, and colldftions 

o#*mtural Jiiftorv^ to*w^ich ) have alluded, biitaif0 an 

( account of the feveral inea of lettcfs who Imve difiin- 

. goiflieS^Kmfelves in Germany, Swi&rland, and the 

fouth of France. The ingenious author piopofiss fa- 
: vourioif t^e wodd with two additiottal valumcl upoii 
. t)^ boM fiib}«£|S). relating to iadyk ' 

. H h 3 barrennefR, 
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barrenAfefs. M ^dk, a geiuraT Stiffikit 
of maimers/ an open and unaffe6^ed frank* 



litis, together willi ah invifi^lei %i5t of 
freedom^ may juftly be mentioned in the 
number of thofe peculiar ^ualhies which 
jdignify the piiblic charaSer of this people^ 
<and diflmguifh them with honour ^mtdhg 
At nations of Europe. 

I have now laid bdbre you the princip^ 
'obiervatio^s which occurred to me in my 
journey through Swifierlfuid ; Jiappy U if 
they may ^in 9ny refpe£t have contributed 
to your in|c>]5mation opamufenMmt« They 
were originally intended merely as a* pfi- 
^te memorial of fri^ndfliip; but I have 
an additional iatisfa&ion in the very vaxx^ 
pe6ted opportunity they now afford me of 
more openly teftifying the finccre efteem 
^th which I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your very s^[eakmale» 

jind obliged humble ftrvant, 

WILLIAM COX?, 
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n^^ElJiffaHwig kft^rsjvere written merely 
-^ as n private tribute offriendjhip, and 

imtfiout.^be le^ view of their .paJEng from 

the hands of the gentleman ,to whom they 4re 

addrejfed^ into any other but thofe of the Au-- 

tbors moji intimate conneSiions. T^o (he l^t-f^ 

ter, they n^ere accordingly commnnicntrd^ and 

it was folely in cofnpliapce with tkei^jsnani^ 

mmsf though perhaps too partial^ opinion^ 

that be confehted to commit them to tb^^t^s. 

For that pur pofe a revifal of them became «^- 

cej'aryi in the courje qfwbicb be.'avaikd bimr- 

Jtlf of every jneoMs m bis power ^ ta tender them 
le/s unworthy of public, infpeBion : and he feels 
ajufipride in acknowledging^ that he^ bas're^ 
eerped muds additional information from feve- 
ral of bis literary acquaintance in SwiJJelrland ^ 
that by Captain Floyd^s obliging corkmumcaiioh 
of the very accurate journal he kept during 
their joint tour; be has been enabled to infert 

fever at Tnat^idl circum/hnces which had et^ 

therjlipphd his memory^ or efcaped his vb/er^ 

vation ; and that it is owing to the judicious 

^ " dnimadyerfons of'fome other of histngenious 

frie^^rdsy that tbefe /heels do not appear with 
all their * original imperfections. ' * "^ 
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-XVni. The mountain of the Gcnami-i^Thc 

baths of Leuk — i86> 

XIX. The republic of the Vallais— The town 

• * of Sion — — 195 

XX. Martinac — St. Maurice— The Iklt 

works near Bex — aoy 

XXI. The Vallais— Of Goiters and Idiots 

in the Vallais — ^ aiy 

* XXn. Of Mont Blanc — — 229 

XXIIL Expedition acro& the valley of Iceb 

inthe Glacier of Montenvcr$ 2^<f 
XXIV. Verfoi— The Pays de Vaud— Lau- 

fanne — ^Vevay ^- 254 ^ 

XXV. The valley of the lake of Joux-rOrb^ 

— Yverdun — . a66 

XXVI. Neuchatel — ^Colombier «^- 273 

XXVII. The mountdns of Vallenginr^Loclc 

—La Chaux de Fond — * 077 
XXVII Government pf Neuchatel and Val- 

lengin — — a88 

XXIX, Mpr^t— The wv between the Swifs 

aii4 
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an4.-ChfH:I<^.tfepf B<^d.<Wtc o£ Bur- 
&i^Y — , r-. rr- Page 305 

X^CXI. .The town and ca^pi) of Fribourg 2^6 

X^PCII. Q£ the H^lvttic Mxu^a t^, 337 

XX^III. 17^ tovn.of; BerAe. -r- -rr 349 

XXXjy. ^ljcgw^emment.Qf'B<rnc rr ]j 337 

XXXV. i^ount of' Micl^d- Sehuppach the 

Nfojintain Dpaflf -— -3174 
XXXVL Bajrerne — ^Mpuj^oarrGjBqeva 3JS1 

XXXVII. Gpvernqacnt (^ Qffacfs^ — r. 394 

XXXVIII. The towfl of Bicijpe >— — 41a 
XXXIX. Th& town and canton of Sol^orc; 420 

XL. The towiv of Baii) — — 427 

X;LI. The gfivfirrtraeat of Bafil , -7: ' 440 

XLII. Xhc comb^ ax, thi; Ivc^pital of St. 

> . . James, between, the ^i;^s <jf jt^is 

Paufih^n, q£ F^aflp^, ^n^ a cojjft of 

^W5&:6rqpp» — . — 45 » 
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A Y P fi N* B I X 



No. L 



THE ioVLamng table exhibits at one 
view the poefent order of the thirteen 
cantons, and the sera of their reception 
into the Helvefic confederacy* 



I 



a' 



'i< 



•a 

•s 



f Zuric. -w • — 

^erne — . — 

Lucerne — — 

Uri — — 

Schwcitz — — 

Un4erwald«ft. — Catholic ♦*- 

2ug — * -- CajhcJic -r- 

Claris — — Mixed -»- — 



Reformed felJgiofi 
Reformed -«• 

Catholic ~ 

Catholic *— 

Cathdic ^ 



I TBafil — 
5 I Frlbourg — 
g 'I Soleure — . 
I I SchafFhaufen 
^ t Appenzel — 



Reformed 
Catholic 
Catholic 
Reformed 
Mixed — <• 



»3SO 
135* 

»33» 

»3»S 

1315 

13'S 

»3S» 
1351 

1501 
148 1 
148X 
1 501 

15*3 



The 
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The quota of troops to be fumifhed by 
each canton in cafe of war^ will appear 
from the following diftribution, which was 
fixed in 1668, in order to form a confede- 
rate *anay of 9j6ot> men. The fame pro- 
portion to be obfervedy if an augmentation 
of troops might be thought neceflary, jp*' 



*Zuric — 

* 


- • 
— 1,400 


Beme — 


2,000 


' Ltfcemc -^. • 


' — r,2dci ' 


•" • ■ Uri ^ 

• * • 

ScllTfVettZ -rr 


" ~ ^^400 
— 600 


•'' Under walden — • 


— ^ 400 


• 2iig — ■' 


— 400 


• GlaHs ^ — 
'Baft - 


— "'^ 406 

r— * 400 


■ Fiiboui^ — » 


•— 800 


"I ScJeure : — ^ 


-«r 600 


-~— ' ^Scfrtfniaiifen' -^ - 


• 400 




' -4t 6oor * 

w 

• ■ i 




9,600 


• * 


• 






» 


> 
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A > t E N P I X. 

■ ' No. II. 

Extra6t from SAio Grammaticus. 

NSC Aleatio implicandum^ quod ie« 
quitur. Tdco quidam aliquamdiu 

regis (i.e. HaralcU Blaatand) iHpendla meri- 
tus officUs quibus comipilitones fuperabat 

. complures virtutum fuanim hoftes efl«* 
cerat« Hie forte fermone inter convivas 
temulentius habito tain copioib k fagit- 

. tandi ufu callere ]a£l:itabat, . ut ppmua 
quantumcunque exiguum baculp e dif* 

^ tantil fuperppfitum^ piiioa fpicuU, ^irec*-' 

. tione feriret.. Que |vox primum entree* 
tantium auribus excepta re^s etiaifi au- 
ditum attigit. Sed mox principit |mpro« 
bita$. patris . .fiduciam ad lUii periculnm 

, tranftulit, dulciffimum vits- ^uf /p^us 
baculi loco flatui imperans. dui nifi 
promiffionis auflor primo fagittae conatu 
pQ9ium impofitum excuHiflet, pxpprio ca« 
pit inanis jadtantise posnas Tueret. Ur- 
gebat imperium regis militem majora pro* 
DiiiBs edere» alicnae obtre^tionis infidiis 
■ a ^ t • ^ • • • ^ parum 



